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To His Excellency^ Jacob B. Jackson, 

Governor of the State of West Virginia : 

Sir: — I have the honor to make to you the Twentieth and Twenty-flrrit 
Annual Reports, forming my Biennial Report, as required by law, for the 
two years ending June 30th, 1883, and June 30th, 1884, respectively. 

I have prepared and present herewith a detailed comparative statement 
of the statistics and finances for the two years reported, showing increase 
and decrease of 1884 over 1883 ; 1883 over 1882, and the total increase and 
decrease for two years. 

The aggregates reported are all less than the actual aggregates, on ac- 
count of the incompleteness of the reports of a few counties. 

There is substantial cause for congratulation upon the growing condi- 
tion of our educational affairs. Nearly every item that should show in- 
crease has increased, and nearly every item that should show decrease has 
decreased. Our people are doing well for their school interests, but there 
is room for vast and almost unlimited improvement in nearly every direc- 
tion. 

ADDITIONAL CLERICAL HELP. 

The rapid increase in the work of this office requires additional clerical 
help The time of the Superintendent is given up almost exclusively to 
correspondence with teachers and school officers, and there must be some 
relief from this burden so as to give time to the investigation of the many 

g bases of educational polity demanded by the vast machinery the State 
as in motion to secure the best results. Besides this correspondence the 
whole business of the State Normal Schools is required by law to be trans- 
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acted through this office. In addition to this the vast work of arranging 
the Institutes each year. Tlie pay of the institute instructors, of county 
superintendents and of teachers in the Normal Scliools all must be drawn 
and the accounts kept by this office. None of these things belonged 
originally to the work of the office. I recommend that an appropriation 
of two thousand dollars be made instead of one thousand for each year 
hereafter, for clerk hire in this office. 

TEACHEBS' CERTIFICATES. 

This is one of the most difficult subjects upon which to legislate that oc- 
curs in our school laws. The present requirement that alt teachers shall 
be examined every year is harsli and unjust and offers no inducement to 
the teacher for improvement. The four years' certificate provided by the 
last Legislature was a move in the right direction, but the restrictions 
thrown around it and the failure of the law to require the teacher receiving 
it to attend an institute has made it unpopular with the mass of our educa- 
tional population. I am fully convinced that different periods of time 
should attach to difterent grades of certificates, so that the lower grades 
or teachers of limited experience would be required to give tests of ad- 
vancement oftener than the higher grades or those having longer experi- 
ence. And after a teacher has passed through all the grades and received 
a certain term of experience, with proj)er examination tests at each step, 
'he should be given a professional certificate good for a long term. I do not 
favor granting a high-grade certificate simply upon the ^'scholarship" , 
test; experience developing the traits of the successful and *'real" teacher 
should be required to secure high professional standing. I suggest the 
following plan for examinations : 

At the annual examinations to be held in the year 1885, the certificates 
shall be good for one year in the county where granted, and all persons 
who may hereafter be examined for the first time, or whone certificate has 
expired one year or more before the application for examination is made, 
shall be granted certificates for one year only — except persons who now 
hold four yeafs' certificates. Thes6 shall be granted two years' certificates 
at their examination, which may occur at the end of any year during the 
life of the four years' certificates. A course of study, including additional 
subjects and the higher grades of the common branches, together with a 
course of professional reading extending over a period of four years, divided 
into yearly sections, shall be prescribed either by the State Educational 
Association, the principals of the Normal Schools, or the State Superin- 
tendent, which shall be printed and distributed through the county super- 
intendents to every teacher examined. The teachers who obtain number 
one grade certificates at the examination to be held in 1885 and those obtain- 
ingsuch certificates every year thereafter, maybe examined the next year in 
the same county upon the first section of the four years' course of study 
and reading only; and, if found proficient and of good character, shall be 
granted a No. 1 certificate, good for two years in the county in which it is 
granted. Those obtaining two years' certificates may, either at the end of 
the first or second year from the date of their certificates, be examined 
upon the second section of the course of study and reading, and if found 
proficient and of good character may be granted No. 1 certificates good for 
three years. Those obtaining three years' certificates may, either at the 
end of the first, second or third year from the date of their certificates, be 
examined upon the third section of the course of study and reading pre- 
scribed, and, if found proficient and of good character be granted a No 1 
certificate good for four years. Those obtaining four years' certificates may 
be examined at the end of the second, third or fourth year from the date 
of their certificates upon the fourth section of the course of study and read- 
ing prescribed, with a critical review on the first three sections, and also a 
thorough examination upon all the common school branches, and if found 
proficient and of good character, may be given a certificate good for five 
years. 
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Those holding five years* certificates may be examined at the end of the 
third, fourtli or fifth year from the dates of tlieir certificates by a State 
Board of Examiners, composed of three competent and discreet persons 
appointed by the Governor, to be confirmed by the Senate. The examina- 
tion shall be upon what are known as High School branches, the extent 
and severity of which shall be left to the discretion of the Board of Exam- 
iners. If the applicant be found proficient, and there is no other cause 
known to the Board or that has been proven before it for withholding or 
refusing a certificate, it shall be granted good for ten years throughout the 
State. Provision should also be made for re-issuing ten years' certificates, 
either upon re-examination or without examination at the discretion of the 
Board. No teacher should be permitted to increase the term of his or her 
certificate more than once each year. 

No teacher should be granted a No 2 certificate more than three times, 
nor a No. 3 more than twice. All No. 2 and 3 certificates should be limited 
to one year. In case a teacher holding a No. 1 certificate of any term fails 
to pass the ad'ditional examination required at the end of the term for 
which his certificate is granted he may oe granted a certificate for one year 
of the same grade, to give additional time to prepare. In case of failure at 
the end of this year, he should be placed in the grade next below, if he de- 
serves no less. In case he should fail to be promoted at the end of any 
year from the date of the reduced certificate the applicant should be re- 
jected altogether. 

This plan has some complications and would prove somewhat cumber- 
some in the hands of ignorant examiners, but we shall always have ''igno- 
rant examiners" unless something better is required. The ^Hime elemenV^ 
in this plan is a most important item. The exemption from repeated ex- 
aminations upon the common branches gives opportunity and encourage- 
ment to do the invaluable work of pursuing additional studies and a course 
of professional reading from year to year. The promotions may seem slow, 
but every one knows that there must be time given to mature the teacher. 
The great overthrow the profession met a few years ago at the hands of the 
Legislature, when ail Professional Certificates and Normal Diplomas were 
revoked, grew out of the fact that from year to year a goodly number of 
very young persons, without much experience but with a fair academic 
education, were turned out to teach w^ith Professional Certificates and 
Normal Diplomas good for life. Many of them succeeded most remarkably 
well, and are to-day leaders in the profession in the State. In pulling down 
this structure all were brought low and all required to pass an "annual ex- 
amination." To guard the profession from a similar repulse the way to its 
higher honors is over the road of experience and professional acquire- 
ments, as well as academic and general knowledge. 

The increase in the length of time and extent of territory over which the 
certificate is good is an incentive to seek these grades, but the rate of pay 
should also depend to some extent upon the grade and the time of the cer- 
tificate. 

For example : If the Board of Education fix the pay of a one year No. 1 
grade certificate at $40 per mouth, a teacher holding a two years' certifi- 
cate should have $41 per month, oi*e holding a three years' certificate $42 
Eer month, one holding a four years' certificate $43 per month, and one 
olding a five years' certificate $45, and one holding a ten years' certificate 
$50 per month. 

The State Board of Examiners, of whom the State Superintendent of 
Free Schools should be ex-officio president, should prescribe rules for the 
government of all examinations. These rules should touch the prepara- 
tion and character of the questions, the time given to each branch, the 
grading of the answers, the conduct of the applicants and examiners, and 
such other matters as may tend to promote uniformity throughout the 
State in the worth of a teacher's certificate. All teachers should have the 
right of appeal from the conclusions of any county board. And thereupon 
itshould betheduty of theExamining Board to forward all the questions,an- 
swers and the grading upon each question or paper by the Board to the State 
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Board, whose duty it should be to examine all the Questions and answers, 
and grade the answers as they desire, certifying the result bacls to the 
Board of Examiners, from which the appeal was taken with directions to 
msike such changes as the Board may have found proper to direct in the 
grading and issue a certificate in accordance therewith. 

This appeal should be without expense to the teacher or board, except a 
fee of one dollar to pay return postage. The licensing of teachers is the 
matter of greatest importance and the most delicate task of any duty re- 
quire of school officers. 

The authority prescribing the course of study and reading should name 
text books by the same authors and publishers as those named in the State 
List, so far as they can be found suitable. The professional reading would 
necessarily take a wide range in the text treatises on school methods and 
management and the history and philosophy of education. 

MOBE THAN FOUR MONTHS* SCHOOL. 

In my last report I called attention to the decision of the Supreme Court 
of Appeals in regard to the law providing how schools may be continued 
more than four months in the year. (See Wells et al. V8, Board of Educa- 
tion, 20 W. Va. Rep., page 157.) 

I renew ray recommendation concerning this law and ask that it be so 
amended as to provide that when the people of a district, in legal and 
solemn form, declare for a certain length of school term, snch term shall 
be levied for by the Board of Education from year to year, until the board 
sees proper, as twenty or more voters of the district petition, that the 
question of a longer term than four months be again submitted to a vote. 

In some localities these questions have long been settled in the minds of 
the people, and it seems to me to be trifling with the plainly expressed 
views of the voters to require them every year to go through the form of 
an election, before they may have more than four months' school. Han- 
cock, Brooke, Ohio, Berkeley, Jefferson, parts of Marshall, Wetzel, Wood, 
Mason, Cabell, Kanawha, Greenbrier, Harrison, Mineral, Tyler, Grant, 
Morgan and Pleasants are annually subjected to this unnecessary require- 
ment. I hope this change will be made. 

LENGTH OF SCHOOL MONTH. 

Our present law provides that twenty-two days shall constitute a school 
month. Nearly every institute and educational convention in the State dur- 
ing the past two years or more have, by resolution, complained of the 
immber of days required and petition the Legislature to reduce the num- 
ber from twenty-two to twenty, for a school month. Nearly all the county 
superiuteijdents make the same complaint and recommendation. The 
length of the month was increased from twenty to twenty-two days some 
years ago, and the time the teacher attended the institute was deducted 
from the school month to the number of eight days, or two days for each 
month of the four months' school. Four years ago the institute law was 
HO changed that 7io credit is allowed the teacher for his attendance at the 
institute (which is compulsory), and yet the length of the school month 
remains the same! So that the teacher teaches twenty-two days per 
month, attends institute five days, and is paid for twenty/ days work per 
month. I join the general and earnest petition that the law be changed 
so as to require twenty days for a school month instead of twenty-two 
days. The requirement is wrong and should be withdrawn. 

SIX MONTHS' TERM. 

In my last report I urged the increase by law of the minimum term of 
school throughout the State, to five months instead of four, as now re- 
quired. I again urge this change and recommend that the minimum 
iQvva be fixed at six months instead of four. Our people very generally 
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recognize the fact that four months' school out of each twelve, even if the 
children attend every day, is not sufficient to secure an ordinary common 
school education for the mass of pupils. Hence in all parts of the State 
private or subscription schools are made up at the end of the Free School 
term by those able to pay the tuition, ana their children are thus given 
the advantage of two, three or four months more of schooling. The fact 
that such private schools follow the free schools, being taught by the 
same teachers and usually in the public school house, is evidence plain 
enough for any one that the people desire a longer term. The private 
schools cost more per month usually than the free school, and yet only 
a portion of the pupils of the community attend. Those too poor to pay 
for their children, parents who are indifferent, &c., are not permitted to 
attend. And yet these are the children for whom the State's great arm 
is supposed to be extended to provide equal opportunities in educ'ation, up 
st least to a common school oasis ! The increase in taxation would be 
small compared with the additional benefits derived. In four months the 
child only begins to learn well, in six months habits of study and attention 
may be formed and the lessons of the four mouths so well secured that the 
same ground need not be gone over every year, as is now the case in many 
of our four months' schools. Experience and observation prove that very 
slight average advancement is made from year to year in many four 
months' schools, simply because so much of the last four months' work 
has faded from the child's mind' that the teacher feels it her duty to take 
the child over the ground again. 

If the schools could hold the children twelve or fifteen years considera- 
ble advancement would result even with a four months term each year, 
but our boys and girls do not stay half so long ! The average age of the 
pupils in school is little more than ten years. The whole number enrolled 
over fifteen years of age is less than 20,000, out of a total of 160,000! It is 
manifest, therefore, that whatever is done for the great mass of the pupils 
must be done before the ages of twelve and fifteen. If a pupil enters at six 
and leaves at twelve he has had, at four months for the term, two years' 
tuition; if he stays till fifteen, he has two and one-half years. No one will 
claim that this is sufficient time, if it were continuous and the very best 
use made of each hour. Yet this is a maximum showing for three- fourths 
of the pupils who are enrolled in the State. A six months' term would 
greatly improve this showing. The child would have from three to five 
years in school during his school life. By reference to the statistics in this 
report it will be observed that eight counties continue their schools more 
than one hundred and twenty (120) days, or six months (of 20 days); six 
counties continue them one hundred days or more and less than 120 days, 
or five months; twenty-two counties continue their schools more than 88 
days and less than 100 days; ten counties continue them 80 days and less 
than 88 days; in all, thirty-two counties continue their schools four 
months (of 20 days) and less than five monthsj and only eight counties 
fall below 80 days as the average term. These figures show that the peo- 
ple are doing all the law permits them. I hope this subject will attract 
careful attention. 

COURSE OF STUDY FOR COMMON SCHOOIiS. 

Our law should permit or direct the State Superintendent to prepare and 
publish for the guidance of teachers and school officers throughout the 
btate a Course of Study for the Common Schools. Such a work it is true 
must necessarily be general in many respects, but there could be certain 
well-settled principles laid down that would tend to bring order and sys- 
tem out of our work and make it stand for what it is worth. State uni- 
formity can in no other way be secured in any tolerable degree. Many of 
the best States in the Union, through various methods, have adopted this 
plan, first proposed by Superintendent A. L. Wade, of Monongalia coun- 
ty, W. Va., ten years ago. A large number of our best counties have not 
waited for the liegislature to act, but have prepared and had printed 
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courses of study, which nre now followed by the schools. Among these 
are Preston, Randolph, Monongalia, Tyler, Marion, Brooke, and perhaps 
others. 

GRADED SCHOOLS. 

The law in reference to these schools seems to be greatly misunderstood, 
and very frequent complaints and inquiries come to this office concerning 
it. I recommend that it be so changed tliat it shall provide that a Board 
of Education may establish graded schools *'in towns, villages, and dense- 
ly populated neighborhoods," without submitting the question to a vote 
of the people ; and that the rate of salary for the teachers, the term of 
school, and all other things necessary to the welfare of the school, shall be 
done by the bi)ard without regard to the rate of salary or the term of time 
flxed for the balance of the district, provided the aggregate cost of the 
school does not exceed the amount of the net. income from taxes on persons 
and property ivithin the sub-district in which the school is located. 

This plan is much more equitable and practical than either of the plans 
now pursued. The graded schools as now provided by law are crippled, 
because the sparsely settled portions of the district vote down any increase 
of levy, either for salaries or a longer term, and the graded school is forced 
into the narrow limits of a common school. The usual recourse has been 
in securing a special act of the Legislature for the erection of an Independ- 
ent School District. This usually carves out the heart of the taxpaying 
property of the district and leaves the outlying district to struggle along 
with low salaries, short terms, and high rates of levies, while the inde- 
pendent district has a lower rate of levy, pays higher wages and secures 
longer terms. Neither extreme is for the general good. The plan pro- 
posed above combines all the advantages of both plans and avoids most of 
their evils. There is a pressing need now in this direction, a*s many com- 
munities are much annoyed and cramped in their school facilities that 
would develop immediately if projjcr legislation were enacted. 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 

These officers are now paid according to the number of schools in opera- 
tion each year in their respective counties. If not more than fifty schools 
one hundred and fifty dollars; if more than fifty and not more than seventy- 
five, two hundred dollars; if more than seventy-five and not more than 
one hundred schools, two hundred and fifty dollars; if more than one 
hundred schools, three hundred dollars. The question as to what is a 
school has given some trouble. I recommend therefore that the words 
** teachers employed " be inserted in place of the word "school.*' 

I also recommend that the salaries of these officers be increased and that 
they be prohibited from teaching between the first day of September and 
thefirst day of May of each year. The pay is so small that many of our 
superintendents who are teachers, find it necessary to teach during a part 
of each year to obtain a living. This, of course, greatly interferes with their 
duties as superintendent, and the work is sometimes hurriedly done so as to 
enable the superintendent to return to his school. The salary should be so 
increased that the superintendent would be paid at a fair rate for the time 
he is forbidden to teaeh. Supervision must be made closer and more 
thorough. The persons to whom this great work is entrusted should be 
carefully selected; well paid and full work required. 

In addition to the increased salary to be paid by the State I rec- 
ommend that the presidents of the several district boards of education be 
created a county board for the purpose of allowing the county superintend- 
ent ** additional compensation " to be paid out of the teachers' funds of the 
several districts, in proportion to the value of taxable property therein. 
This additional stimulation to good work is placed where it can be offered 
as a premium for good work. If a valuable man is elected county superin- 
tendent the county may secure his services for the full time by this means 
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and in the event of the election of some ** cheap " man the additional com- 
pensation can be witliheld. The county court decides the '* additional 
compensation " for county oflficersfrom year to year, and the plan is thought 

Eruclent and wise. It would work equally well here. It would necessarily 
ring the county superintendents and the boards of education into closer 
relations and greater efliciency in both would result. In addition to the 
duties now imposed by law on the county superintendent, he should be re- 
quired to be present at the annual settlenients between the sheriff and the 
several boards of education of his county, and also at the court house when 
the sheriff settles with the county court for school moneys. That super- 
vision is abs(>iutoly necessary where the workmen are improperly drilled is 
conceded. That in i)ro[)ortion to his skill he ought to be paid is also ad-- 
mitted. That we shall have poor material if we offer poor pay is more than 
likely. To the end therefore that wq may have skillful men in this im- 
portant office to direct the many '* raw hands," encourage those starting 
and counsel with the experienced leaders, I insist that provision be made 
for increased pay. The present county superintendents have done nearer 
fifty-four thousand dollars worth of work in the past year than any other 
fiftj'-four men who have been paid as little as they. Many of these men 
are skillful and enthusiastic and do their full duty, but it is more from 
patriotism than pay and the time they can serve the State at this rate is 
necessarily short. 

DISTRICT SECRETARIES. 

The imperfections and delays in the preparation of the statistics in this 
office are directly traced to the secretaries of the boards of education. These 
officers are frequently chosen without regard to their qualifications to trans- 
act the important business of the district and confusion and loss follow. 
In my last report I recommended that these officers be paid according to 
tlie number of teachers employed in the district, beginning with a mini- 
mum of ten dollars where there are less than six teachers employed and 
reaching a maximum of fifty dollars where there are more than thirty 
teachers em]jloyed. The same provision should be made for the fee for the 
annual rej^ort of tiie secretary, beginning with a minimum of five dollars 
where there are less than six teachers employed and reaching a maxi- 
mum of fifteen dollars where there are more than thirty teach era employed. 
The salary and fee to be paid upon the certificate and order of the county 
superintendent to the effect that the secretary's books have been exam- 
ined and found coriect and that he has made a full and accurate report as 
required by law. 

I desire to recommend, further, that no one shall be appointed as secre- 
tary unless he has passed a regular teacher's exauiination before the Board 
of Exanuners of the county, obtaining a certificate of not less than grade 
No. 2, within one year of tiie date of the api)lication or appointment. The 
office is of great iiiiportance to tlie taxpayers in the matter of keeping ac- 
curate and complete accounts witii the sl\eriff for school moneys. The 
secretary's qualifications sliould be nothing short of those of a good clerk 
of the county court. A number of districts in this State do as much busi- 
ness as the county courts of some counties. Some test of qualification to 
attend to this business should be exacted before a person mav aspire to the 
position. Teachers are under rigid civil service rules, and I know of no 
reason why the public should not have the benefit of the same rules in 
this most important office. 

INSTITUTES. 

The institutes held in the several counties of the State during the past 
two years have been eminently successful, taken together. Some, of course, 
were better than others. Most of the instructors were chosen from the 
ranks of our leading teachers, and generally in response to a request from 
the county superintendent of the county to which the instructor was as- 
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signed. These gatherings of the teachers in every county of the State dur- 
ing the past four years, under a. compulsory law, have had a most wonder- 
ful effect upon the populaY estimate of the teachers and their work. They 
have drawn the people into the meetings to discuss and listen to the dis- 
cussions upon the questions of vital interest to the success of the work, 
bringing out the hindrances and calling forth the helps to pooular educa- 
tion. Many good citizens who fully understand their own private busi- 
ness, but have given no thought to this branch of the public service have 
become interested in it through these discussions and have greatly helped 
the present growing public sentiment. This branch of the work of the 
institutes has been magnified, because I have constantly insisted that the 
education of public sentiment is absolutely necessary to success. District 
Peabody Institutes have been held in several counties each year, with in- 
dications of marked success. The list of instructors employed in these 
institutes is sufficient guarantee that the work done was of the very best 
grade : Dr. M. A. Newell, Secretary State Board of Education, Maryland, 
and Principal State Normal School, Baltimore; Dr. Jas. H. Smart, Presi- 
dent Purdue University, Ind^ Dr. John B. Peaslee, Superintendent Cin- 
cinnati Public Schools; Col. Francis W. Parker, Principal Cook County 
Normal School, Ills.; Prof. E. V. DeGraff, Institute Instructor, Washing- 
ton, D. C; Prof. Geo. E. Little, Teacher of Drawing, Washington; Dr. 
John Michelborough, Principal Cincinnati Normal School, Ohio; Mrs. F. 
W. Parker, Teacher of Elocution, Ills.; Miss Christine Sullivan, Superin- 
tendent Drawing, Cincinnati Public Schools; Prof. A. L. Wade, Institute 
Instructor, West Virginia; Dr. B. G. Northrop, ex-State Superintendent, 
Connecticut; Dr. Thos. H. Harvey, author * 'Harvey's Grammar," Ohio; 
Prof. R. W. Stevenson, Superintendent Public Schools, Columbus, O.; 
Prof. A. B. Miller, President Waynesburg College, Pa.; Prof. F. V. N. 
Painter, Roanoke College, Va. 

' I wish to acknowledge my personal obligations, and express the thanks 
of our educational people as well as my own, to each of the above-named 
good friends, w^io came "over to help us," giving their time and talent to 
our cause, and greatly contributing to whatever success marks the past 
four years of our educational history. 

The InstitutQ feature of our law has fully demonstrated its usefulness 
and importance, and I recommend that the appropriation be increased 
from five hundred to one thousand dollars per year. The law now re- 
quires at least fifty-four institutes to be held annually at a cost not ex- 
ceeding twenty-five dollars each, and makes an appropriation of $500 to 
meet a liability of $1,250 ! The deficit from year to year has been made up 
from the Peabody fund so generously donated from time to time to help 
along the work. This fund is gradually growing smaller and other de- 
mands upon it are pressing, and I therefore urge that the appropriation 
for institutes be increased as indicated. 

The **Compulsory" feature of our institute law still finds opposition 
among some of our most thoughtful school men. It is urged that the pen- 
alty is too severe. To deprive a teacher of the privilege of teaching for a 
year because he does not attend an institute five days, or present a suffi- 
cient excuse for absence, frequently deprives the public of a worthy ser- 
vant and infiicts a hardship upon the teacher. The remedy proposed by 
those who reason thus is to provide that a specific fine be imposed for each 
day the teacher is absent from the institute. Make the fine large enough 
to make it an object. The fine to be deducted from the teacher's salary. 

The present penalty is very severe. If the result can be attained with a 
penalty less severe, the remedy should be apj^lied promptly. It is a very 
heavy tax for teachers each year to spend a week at institute without com- 
pensation. 

WHEELING INSTITUTES. 

An educational convention and institute has been held in each of tiie 
past two years for the teachers of Wheeling and any others who desired to 
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attend. All were cordially invited. By your kind permission the Hall of 
the House of Delegates in the Capitol has been used on each of these occas- 
ions. At the meeting in November, 1883, the instructors were Dr. John 
Michel bo rough, of Cincinnati, Col Francis W. Parker, and Mrs. Parker, 
of Chicago, and Prof. Geo. E. Little, of Washington, D. C. With this 
array of talent and famous leaders a very important meeting was to be ex- 
pected. Not only a large number of teachers from West Virginia were 
in attendance but from the States of Ohio and Pennsylvania quite large 
delegations came. 

For the year 1884 Dr. John Michelborough again assisted and Supt. R. 
W. Stevenson, of Columbus, Ohio, and Miss Christine Sullivan, of Cincin- 
nati. The meeting was very successful, though perhaps not so largely at- 
tended by teachers from a distance as the year before, the teachers of Wheel- 
ing and the nearby towns were all present with a very large and respecta- 
ble number of the citizens of the city. Much good has been accomplished 
by these meetings. The teachers are encouraged, instructed and inspired 
to do better work and to have higher regard for their profession and its 
duties. 

SCHOOL OFFICERS' DAY. 

In the annual programme of exercises prepared for the Institute for the 
year 1884, I set apart the third day of the Institute to the discussion of 
topics relating to the management of school affairs, such as building school 
houses, selecting sites, teachers' salaries, &c., &c., and called it Sciiool Offi- 
cers' Day. I enjoined upon county superintendents the duty of inviting 
all school officers to partake in the exercises of this day and to make all 
necessary arrangements for its success. In quite a number of instances the 
school officers came in and engaged in the debates. The j)lan was new and 
untried among our people but met with approval from all who expressed 
themselves. I am persuaded it is the only method by which our school 
officials and teachers will ever be led to work together with the harmony 
necessary to success. I am sure great good will result if this plan is con- 
tinued and generally observed. 

VOLUNTARY TEACHERS' INSTITUTES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 

In addition to the annual attendance at the regular County Institutes in 
a number of the counties of the State the teachers meet once each month for 
one or two days in what are denominated District Institutes, Teachers' As- 
sociations, &c., and discuss among themselves and their patrons who will 
attend, the various local questions affijcting the school interests of the 
county, the best methods of teaching and school management. These 
meetings have been productive of a vast amount of good to our educational 
affiiirs. They are variously managed, but perhaps the ideal voluntary as- 
sociations or institutes have been held in Greenbrier county, under the 
management of Hon. Thomas H. Dennis, formerly county superintendent 
and now under County Superintendent J. W. Hinkle. The plan there is 
to have a programme of subjects and a number of persons assigned before 
hand to present these subjects to the meeting. Among those named are 
frequently found prominent citizens — farmers, physicians, lawyers, minis- 
ters and others. The meeting opens at 9 o'clock Saturday morning and 
when noon time arrives the good people of the neighborhood or village 
where the meeting is held have prepared in an adjoining room, or in a 
neighbor'shousenear by, abountiful dinner fortheirvisitorsand themselves. 
The young people, of ciurse, take the lead in these matters, but it has been 
founil that older heads are also frequently drawn together on these occas- 
ions. The teachers are usually drawn from the resident population, and 
are, of course, well known The county superintendent attends these 
meetings with such invited friends from distant parts of the county as he 
is able to secure The people thus coming together and having prepared a 
holiday dinner for their guests, are in the humor to receive good impres- 
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sions. The afternoon is spent much as the forenoon in discussing school 
questions. At ui^^lit a deliate is usually had u|>r»)i s«»me interesting? school 
question. Tims tlie peoiileaiid the tea«hors of tlmir rhil Iren meet in com- 
mon au'l talk over in |»ublio tlio qiiostiuns that affeot their interests. The 
followinj^ Counties held similar nieotiijr|-«: Preston, Itandolph, Mineral, 
Hampshire, ]iarbour, Marion, Roane, Pocahontas, Harrison, Gilmer, 
Ritchie, 13rooke. 

PEA BODY FUND. 

The donations from the Pcabody Fund liave been continued during the 
past two years, and has been princii)ally used in the teaclier^^ institutes of 
the State, enabling this important i)ranch of our educational work to be 
much more efficiently done than if left to the small appropriation — five 
hundred dollars — made by the Legislature. A i)orti()n was used also for 
the normal schools. This generous gift lias no parallel ia history, and no 
man has erected a more enduring monument to liis memory than George 
Peabody in the living, grateful hearts of the people of the South. 

PEABODY SCHOLABSHIPS. 

At the close of the year (June) 1883 tliere were, as noted in my former 
report, three vacancies in the six scholarships at Nashville Normal Uni- 
versity. One for the State at large and one each for the Third and Fourth 
districts. Two of these were filled; the one for the State at large at a 
competitive examination held at Buckhannon, at which the examiners 
awarded the scholarship to E. C Ravenscraft, of Kingwood, Preston 
county, and the one for the Fourth district was awarded to T. J. Woofter, 
of Parkersburg, Wood county. No applicants appeared in the Third dis- 
trict. These two young men entered school at the opening in October, 
1883, and have conducted themselves with credit since. At the close of 
the year (June) 1884 there were four vacancies — the Third district scholar- 
ship, which had not yet been filled; the Second district scholarship, made 
vacant by the resignation of W. C. Copeman, who was appointed two years 
before, and the graduation of Miss Eva Miller, of the First district scholar- 
ship, and Marcus M. Ross, holding one of the scholarships of the State at 
large. The following persons were appointed to fill these vacancies: First 
district; Nellie Barnes, Clarksburg, Harrison county; Second district: 
M, Sue Sheetz, Keyser, Mineral county; Third district: \V. F. Ownby, 
Charleston, Kanawha county; and State at large Olive Ross, St. George, 
Tucker county. All of these, except Mr. Ownby, have entered and re- 
main in school at this time, holding favorable grades Mr. Ownby was 
detained at home by unavoidable circumstances until sometime after the 
school opened. After reaching the school he concluded not to enter this 
year, and returned home. Mr. Ross, who graduated, was soon after elected 
to a good position in the Nashville high sciiool, and is now there. Miss 
Miller has been appointed assistant in the State normal school, Marshall col- 
lege, Huntington, W. Va. The conduct of all the Nashville pupils from 
West Virginia has been such as to reflect credit upon the State. 

INDUSTRIAL DRAWINQ. 



It 



la the almost universal inquiry among school men for something more 
practical in education," or, as it is developed in some localities, 'teach- 
ing the pupils in school what they are to practice when they leave school," 
no subject has been so generally recognized and agreed upon by all parties 
as Drawing. It ii at the very foundation or beginning of all handicraft 
knowledge. It is not teachmg a trade to instruct a child in drawing any 
more than it is teaching a profession to instruct a child in penmanship. 
Both, to a limited degree, are necessary in the every-day business life of 
nearly every human being, as well as in all the skilled pursuits. With this 
oouvictiou I employed Prof. George E. Little, institute instructor in draw- 
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ing, Washington, I). C, to present the suhject at the State Educational 
Association, at Buclsliaiinon, in July, 1883. TJ\e leading teaclicrs present 
were very niueli pleased with his work, and encouraged me to persist in 
this direction. At the Wheeling institute in November, 18SvJ, Mr. Little 
was again before the tea-jliers During the past summer (1884) I have em- 
ployed his services in the institutes of lirooke, Marshall, Taylor, Harri- 
son, Wood, Berkeley and Jefferson (in JefT'erson county in the Pea body 
institute for colored tea«Iiers). In all (if the&e counties tlie sul»ject has 
taken hold of the tcaeliors and pupils, and I think before l(»ng wiil be re- 
garded as important and desirable. At Ihc Wheeling institute in Novem- 
ber, 1884, I enij)loyed Miss Christina Sullivan, city superintendent of 
drawing in the Cincinnati, Ohio, sVhools, to give instruction in drawing. 
Both of these eminent teachers of drawing are very practical and conserv- 
ative in their work. 

I do not advocate the subject with a view to making artists of school 
children or to give instruction that will tend in that direction particularly, 
but I advocate that the subject be Uiught at the public exi)ense for the 
same reason and to the same extent that I do i)enmanship. I believe all 
the children in our public schools should be taught to write a fair business 
hand, nor should it take ten years in school to accomplish it, either! So I 
believe every child in the public schools should be taught drawing, until 
they can with pencil or craj-on make a fair representation of the ordinary 
objects, neatly and quickly and without aid from rulers. The eye is thus 
trained in many important ways — position, extent, distance, perspective 
taste, &c. If a child makes a picture of an obje ;t, he will remember that 
object much more distinctly and in detail than if he simply looks at it and 
then recalls it to mind. Alarge number of our people are destined to be 
mechanics, a larger rjumber farmers, quite a number to be teachers, and all 
to have use for trained hands. Drawing prepares for all these pursuits. 

SCHOOL HISTORY. 

Mr. A. W. Fredrick, county superintendent of Preston county, has pro- 
posed, and is now actively carrying forward, a plan of saving from oblivion 
the early and later educational history of hig county. I have commended 
his effort, and hope many more of the superintendents and others will 
emulate his example. The following is the plan of work he proposes : 



(i 



PROCURATION. 



**In order to glean everything of interest in our school history that can 
now be rescued from oblivion, district or township, and town or city histo- 
rians might be appointed by superintendents, or school boards, and such 
historians allowed free access to all papers, documents and records of their 
towns or districts. These historians should be allowed due credit for the 
compilation and writing of the histories of their respective districts. The 
teachei's in the school-house districts would, as a general rule, lend them 
the required assistance in the collection of data. The matter for the school 
histories of counties, at least, could be collected in this way at very little 
expense; for the active teacher does a great amount of work for which he 
receives no pecuniary return. 

**The district historians appointed in Preston county last spring have, 
with one exception, cheerfully undertaken the work assigned them, with- 
out the stimulus of offered compensation. 

** In procuring the data of history, the sources of information should be 
carefully considered. Record and recollection are the main sources of his- 
tory. Record is the enduring pyramid, recollection is not so, for it oftener 
contains the glistening silicates of fancy than the silver grains of fact. 
Record is the oasis of the deserted past, recollection, too often, is the mirage 
that yanisbea before the approach of rational investigation. 
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PREPABATION. 



»" The following outline suggestions (subject to modifications to suit par- 
ticular cases) were made to the eight district historians in Preston county, 
provided they could substitutute no better classification : 

**A. Virginia Schools. Sketches of— 1. Pioneer Teachers. 2. Early 
Schools. 3. School Houses described and located. 4. Incidents. 

** B. West Virginia Schools. I. Sketch of District, its location, names of 
membei*s of all Boards of Education, and statistics. II. Sketches of 
each school-house or sub-district. 1. Location and organization of 
school. 2. When house was built; contractor and builder's name. 3. 
Cost of house, and title to school lot. 4. Statistics of expenditure and 
items of interest. 5. Teachers and others worthy of mention who at- 
tended the school. 6. A table exhibiting the names trustees and teach- 
ers, from organization down to present time. 

** The following form, if a better be not devised, will present the annals or 
statistics last named : 

^^ Pleasant District, Preston County W. Va. Oak Flat SchoolrHouse Dis- 
trict No. 3. 
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** The teachers, in institute iissembled, miglit determine in what town and 
county school histories should be published. It depends very much on 
the teachera whether such histories can be published at all. 



t( 



PUBLICATION. 



** The general school history of West Virginia as introductory to and ex- 
planatory of the school history of Preston county has been carefully writ- 
ten by a competent historian. This introductory and general history 
could be stereotyped and would serve for anj' county in the State, and 
thus lessen the expense of publication. 

"At theinstanceofState Superintendent Butcher, this scheme for preserv- 
ing, procuring, preparing and publishing the school history of West Vir- 
ginia is respectfully submitted for consideration." 

Such a scheme in the hands of the intelligent and enthusiastic teachers 
of the State would, besides the great amount of valuable statistics and 
other facts preserved, rescue many a thrilling story from the annals of 
early history and lay bare the lifs of many a self-sacrificing hero who has 
gone down to his humble grave unhonoVed and unsung, except in the 
hearts of the boys and girls whose feet he guided to the pleasant paths of 
wisdom, and whose lives are living poems of the great soul that led them 
and blessed them. Many of the fathers and mothers and the grandfathers 
and grandmothers of our day must have had teachers of more than ordi- 
nary power if we are to judge by the results in the lives of these intelli- 
gent, industrious, patient, noble men and women, who bear so worthily 
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the burden of life. Is it not well then to make an effort to rescue the rec- 
ord of the deeds of those who perhaps *'builded better than they knew?^\ 

STOKER COLLEGE. 

The arrangement made with the authorities of this institution to train 
a number of colored teachers each year in the art and science of teaching, 
was continued during the past two years with satisfactory results. The 
report of the principal, printed in the Appendix to this Report, made at 
my request, is an interesting document and shows the work done. I 
hope this arrangement can be continued and amplitied, as the needs seem 
to require. Our colored population for the most part is orderly and in- 
dustrious, and many are becoming thrifty and intelligent business men. 
The educational agencies now at work among the colored people are fast 
bringing forward leaders among them in every walk of life and the out- 
look for them was never so bright before. 

REFORM SCHOOL. 

I called your attention to this subject in my last report, as I said then, 
simply to bring the matter to the public attention. Of course, no notice 
was taken of that brief reference. In making up the institute programs 
for the years 1883 and 1884 as required by law, I placed this subject in each 
as one proper to be discussed by the teachers and the public. During the 
institutes of the past two years* the subject has been discussed more or less 
in every county in the State. In several counties quite elaborate discus- 
sions occurred. In all so far as I am informed the interest manifested in 
the subject was marked and the expressions of opinion were favorable to 
such an institution for the State, I have had no time to mature a plan or es- 
timate the cost of such an institution for the State, and cannot therefore give 
such accurate and complete information here as should be laid before the Leg- 
islature when it acts upon a subject so important. I strongly urge and recom- 
mend, however, that proper steps be taken to bring this needed informa- 
tion before the Legislature for its action in future. To that end I suggest 
that a commission be created, to be appointed by the Governor, to investi- 
gate this subject, visit such institutions in successful operation, as the 
commissioners may deem proper and make report to the next Legislature 
as to the cost of such institutions per capita, the different plans upon which 
they are conducted, the need 6f such a school in the State and such other 
information as they may deem pertinent or that may be useful in consid- 
ering the subject. Quite a numoer of cases of youthful depravity come to 
my notice every year where the ordinary school restraints are powerless 
to control their vicious conduct. If these could be promptly taken to a 
reformatory institution instead of being turned loose on society, the ma- 
jority of them would make useful citizens. But being turned into Jbhe 
street they go from bad to worse, until some crime is committed, in which 
they are detected, and arraigned before a court. On account of necessary 
delays they are crowded into jail with all grades of criminals for months 
before trial. In most cases, from a sense of sympathy because of their ten- 
der years, the young culprits go free or escape with the lightest punish- 
ment the law will permit. Being once free so easily the terrors of the law 
have vanished and deeper crimes are committed, and after another term 
of schooling in jail the penitentiary is reached. In proof of this the fol- 
lowing table is copied from the report of directors of the Penitentiary for 
1884, prepared by the Chief Clerk, Mr. F. P. Brown : 

AGES OF STATE PRISONERS WHEN RECEIVED. 

Fonrteen years of age 4 

Fifteen years of age 6 

Sixteen years of age 6 

Seventeen years ofage 5 

Eighteen years of age 11 
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Nineteen years of age 16 

Twenty years of age „ 9 

•Tweiity-cr.e years cf age 14 

Tweiity-twt) years "f age 14 

T\ve.:iy-three years of age 9 

Twenty-four years of age 7 

Tweniy-five years of age 10 

Between lwc:uy-five and thirty years of age 39 

Between thirty ami thiriy-five years of age 25 

Between iliirty-tive and f^^rty years f-f age 11 

Between I'-rty an-! fijrty-five years rf age 10 

Between forty-five and fifty years of age 5 

Between fifty and fifty-five years of age 3 

Between fifty-five and sixty years of age 1 
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Fifty-seven under age ; more than one- fourth. 

This is not a reformatory institution, although it is humane in its treat- 
ment and all is done that can be expected by the very efficient superintend- 
ent in a purely penal institution. How much has it cost to guard against 
one of these criminals? How much property has he damaged or carried 
away? Has some innocent life been taken in his reckless couree? How 
much has it cost to capture, try, detain, convict and imprison him? The 
cost to the State of one sucii criminal would perhaps pay all the current ex- 
penses of an institution large enough for the needs of the State. Is it then 
the part of statesmansuip in those having the guardianship of the taxpay- 
ing interests of the State to longer permit this evil to continue witliout an 
effort to meet it ? Enormous appropriations from year to year to pay crimi- 
nal charges do not solve the question. There will always be criminals and 
criminal charges, but no one will deny that these niay be curtailed and 
limited. To the end that full and accurate information may be gathered 
upon this important subject from the expt»rience of other committees, I sug- 
gest a Reform School Commission, to serve without pay, except necessary 
traveling expenses, to investlgnte and report at the earliest day practicable. 
The Governor should be outhorized to print the report as soon as made and 
distribute it throughout the State with an invitation to such communities 
of the State as desire to have the school located in their midst to offer such 
inducements in writing, properly guaranteed, as they are willing to give 
in consideration of such location. 

PT7BLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 

The most notable of these is the Wheeling public library, under the man- 
agement of the Board of education of the city. This institution has only 
been in operation about two yt'ars, yet it has constantly grown in public 
esteem from its beginning, and now has a very large circniatii>n for the 
number of books it owns. The city of Charleston is nioving in. the matter 
of a public library also. Nearly all the leading towns (if the State have 
made a start in tlicir schools for a scho(»l library, notably Fairmont, Berke- 
ley Springs, Lewisluirg, Mannington and Keyser. ZVlaiiy other towjis, vil- 
lages and a large number (»f coimtry district «t?hools have begun i)« a small 
way to collect a library. This sjMrit is very generally abroad in all parts 
of tlie country. I have rei>oatedly encourai;evl tea.'iieVs, i>arents an<? pupils 
in this direction. I recommend that boards of education be a»itliorize<l to 
contril)ute funds for a circulating school library f(»r any sehottl iin«ler their 
care in aniounts equal to those raised l»y the several schools W'^r the same 
purpose not exceeding twenty dollars to the school of one hundrc! pupils 
or less por year. I hope no public school house will hereafter be erected 
witliout providing in it a small library room with cases, &c., for the books 
that may be accumulated in various ways by the boards, pujMls and teach- 
ers from year to year. 

In order to successfully fight the cheap ** trash " literatuee that has 
almost deluged the country and accomplished the ruin of thousands of 
young people, it is found absolutely necessary to provide thatthe very best 
literature for the young in the cheapest and most attractive form. To make 
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these suggestions of practical value to our teachers, parents and pupils, I 
have taken the liberty to clip from a recent number of the New York iSchool 
Journal the following : 



LIST OF BOOKS ADAPTED TO SCHOOL LIBRARIES AND 

YO UTH. 



COMPILED BY DWIGHT HOLBROOK. 



INTRODUCTORY NOTE BY HON. B. G. NORTHROP. 

The following list of books, prepared at my request, by Dwight Holbrook, Principal of the 
Morgan School, Clinton, Conn., meets my hearty approval. The remarkable interest in read- 
ing developed m this institution, and the choice juvenile library at hand, facilitated the test- 
ing of his theories, and the adaptation of books to different tastes, classes and capacities. This 
list is designed to aid teachers and parents in adapting books to the age, stvdies arid perceived 
needs of youth. Nothing can be more useful than choice books, nor more attractive when 
meeting the moral wants of each child. 

EXPLANATION. 

To make the list as helpful as possible, the books have been divided into classes, as History, 
Biography, etc., and then sub-divided into three groups according to age, as. Mature, for those 
over 18. Books adapted to those ranging from 12 to 18 and from 6 to 12; Of course, parents 
and teachers must allow for the precocity or backwardness of the individual child. In fight- 
ing evil with good books the latter must have two qualities— they must be healthful, and, 
most essential, they must be interesting. Hence a very full list of interesting Stories, Travels, 
Adventures, Legends, Fairy Tales, etc.. has been given. With but few exceptions (confined to 
the Histories and Biographies), every book is illustrated, those costing from $2 to $3 are very 
handsomely illustrated and bound. The press-work of all is excellent. Both authors and 
publishers are seeming to vie with each other in the work of supplying the best wants of 
youth, so that the young of the present day have unparalleled advantages offered them, for 
the neglect of which parents and teachers hereafter must be held responsible. Every book, 
excepting four or five mentioned in the accompanying lists, has been carefully examined, 
while a large majority of them forms a most useful adjunct to our School Library. 

biography-Mature. 

Certain Men of Mark. Towle. Roberts $ 1 00 

New Plutarch Series, 11 vols. Putnams. Per vol 1 00 

Coligny. Fred, the Great. Haroun al Raschid. Joan of Arc. Judas Maccabaeus. 

Lincoln. Marie Antoinette. Luther. Sir John Franklin. Victor Emmanuel. Whit- 

tington 

Story of Chinese Gordon. Hake. Worthington 1 50 

American Statesmen. Ed. by J. T. Morse, jr. H. M. & Co ;... 125 

Hamilton. Webster. Jackson. Calhoun. Gallatin. John Adams. J. Q. Adams. 

John Randolph. Monroe. Jefferson. Madison. Per vol 125 

American Men of Letters. Ed. by C. D. Warner. Houghton, Mifflin <& Co. Per vol 125 

Irving. Noah Webster. Thoreau. Ripley. Cooper. Margaret Fuller. Emerson 

Poe. 

Plutarch's Lives. Harpers. 4 vols 5 00 

Brief Biographies of Contemporaneous Statesmen. Ed. by T. W. Higginson. Putnams. 

Per vol 1 25 

I. Eng. Statesmen. II. Eng. Radical Leaders. III. French Leaders. IV. German 

Political Leaders. 

Sketches of Illustrious Soldiers. Wilson. Putnams 150 

Columbus. Irving. Stratford Edition. Putnams 1 25 

Washington. Irving. Stratford Edition. Putnams 1 25 

From 1 2 to 1 8 Years. 

Columbus.' Alden. Holt 1 25 

Washington. Habberton. Holt 1 25 

Plutarch for Boys and Girls. White. Putnams 3 00 

About Old Story Tellers. •MltchelL Scribners 1 25 

A Book of Worthies. Yonge. Macmillan 1 25 

Stories of the Old Dominion (Virginia). Cooke. Harpers 1 50 

HISTORIC fiction-Mature. 

Hereward. (Time of William the Conqueror). Kingsley. Macmillan $100 

Westward Ho. (Elizabethan Age.) Kingsley. Macmillan 100 

S 
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Harold. (William the Conqueror). Bulwer 

Last of the Barons. (Warsof the Roses ) Bulwer j$ l oo 

A Great Treason. (American Rev.) iioppuH. Macmillan 100 

Joan the Maid, etc. Charles. Dodd, Mead & Co , 1 oo 

Draytons and Davenants. Charles. Dodd, Mead & Co 1 00 

Ou Both Sides of the Sea. Charles. Dodd, Mead <& Co 100 

HISTORY.-Mature. 

Epochs of Modern History. Scribner. Per vol $ i 00 

Normans in Europe. Crusades. Early Plantagenets. Houses of Lancaster and 
York. Arc of Elizabeth. Puritan Revolution. Era of Protestant Rev. Thirty Years' 
War. Fall of the Stuarts. Age of Anne. Fred, the Great. French Rev. Epoch of 
Reform, (1 8.30-1 8o0). 

Epochs of Ancient History. Scribner. Per vol 1 00 

Troy. Greeks and Persians. The Athenian Empire Rise of the Macedonian Em- 

¥ire. Early Rome. Rome and Carthage. The Gracchi, Marius and Sulla. Roman 
riumvirates. Early Empire. Age of the Antonines. 

19 Century. Mackenzie. Nelsons 1 50 

America (U. S., ('anada and Brazil). Mackenzie. Nelson 1 50 

Christians and Moores of Spain Yonge. Macmillan 1 25 

Russian Empire. Gedde. Nelsons 2 00 

Greek Hero Stories. Niebuhr. Dodd, Mead & Co 1 00 

Short History of Art (253 illustrations). De Forest. Dodd, Mead & Co 2 00 

From 12 to 18 Years. 

Young Folks' History of War for the Union. Champlin. Holt J 2 75 

Eng. History for Young Folks, {iardiner. Holt 1 oo 

Young Folks' History of America. Butterworth. Estes&L ] 50 

Young Folks' History of Russia. Dole. Estes «fe L 1 50 

Young Folks' History of Greece. Yonge. Eutes & L 1 50 

Young Folks' History of Rome, France, England, Germany and the Bible. Yonge. 

Esles & Lauriat ^ 1 60 

Story of the U. S. Navy. Lossing. Harpers 1 75 

Story of the Liberty. Coffin. Harpers 3 00 

Old Times in the Colonies. Coffin. Harpers 3 00 

Boys of '76. Coffin. Harpers 3 00 

Building the Nation. Coffin. Harpers 3 00 

Boys of '61. Coffin. Harpers 8 00 

Recollections of a Drummer Boy. Kieflfer. Osgood 1 26 

Captain Phil. Thomas. Holt i 60 

True Stories from History and Biography. Hawthorne. Houghton 126 

Boston Town. Scudder Houghton 1 50 

Herodotus for Boys and Girls. White. Putnams 8 00 

Indian History for Young Folks. Drake. Harpers 8 00 

Our Young Folks' Joseph us. Shepard. Lippincott 8 00 

Colonial Days. Markham. Dodd, Mead <& Co 2 50 

Stories from Homer. Virgil. The Greek Tragedians. Herodotus. Livy. Roman Life in 

the Days of Cicero. Stories of the Persian War from Herodotus. Church. 7 vols. 

Dodd, Mead & Co. Per vol 1 50 

Famous Indians. 5 vols. Dodd, Mead <& Co. Pervol 126 

Montezuma. Pocahontas. Brant and Red Jacket. Red Eagle. Tecumseh. 

War of 1812 between U. S. & Gt, Britain. Johnson. Dodd 1 26 

The Old French War. Johnson. Dodd „ 126 

History of the War with Mexico. Ladd. Dodd 1 26 

History of King Philip's War. Markham. Dodd 1 28 

Books of Golden Deeds. Yonge. MacMillan 1 26 

History of Germany. Gould. Dodd, Mead & Co 2 00 

BOOKS OF TRAVEL-MATURE. 

Exploration of the World. Verne. Scribners. 3 vols. Pervol $8 60 

I. Famous Travels & Travelers. II. Great Navigators of XVIII. Century. III. Great 
Explorers of XIX. Century. 

Alpine Climbing. Nelsons 80 

Eastern Archipelago. Nelsons 2 00 

Recent Polar Voyages. Nelsons 2 00 

The Lake Regions of Central Africa. Geddie. Nelsons 150 

Constantinople. De Amicis. Putnams 150 

Holland. De Amicis. Putnams 2 00 

Morocco. De Amicis. Putnams , 2 00 

Paris. De Amicis. Putnams 1 25 

Spain. De Amicis. Putnams 2 00 

Italy. De Amicis. Putnams 2 00 

Our New Way Round the World. Coffin. Estes <& Lauriat 2 60 

Views Afoot. Taylor. Putnams 8 00 

Boudan, the Wild Tribes of the. James. Dodd, Mead <fe Co 5 00 

Alaska & MiuionB on the No. Pacific Coast. Jackfon. Dodd, Mead ^ Co 1 60 
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FROM 12 TO 18. 

Zigzag Journeys. Butterworth. Fstes <& Lauriat. Per vol $1 75 

The Orient. Europe. Olassic Lands. Northern Lands. Occident. Acadia and New 

France. 

Young Folks' Heroes of History. Towle. Lee&8. Pervol 1 25 

Marco Polo. Magellan. Vasco da Gama. Pizarro. Drake the Sea-King. 

Boy Travelers. Knox. Harpers. Pervol 8 00 

Japan and China. Siam and Java. Ceylon and India. Egypt and the Holy Land. 

Africa 

Illustrated Library of Travel. Ed. by Bayard Taylor. Scribner. Pervol 150 

Central Africa. So. Africa. Arabia. Central Asia. Siam and Japan. 

Our Young Folks Abroad. McCabe. Lippincott 175 

Our Young Folks in Africa. Mc^-'abe. Lippincott 1 75 

FROM 7 TO 12. 

Bodley Books. Scudder. Houghton, M. <& Co. Pervol $150 

Doings of the Bodley Family. Bodleys Afoot. On Wheels. Telling Stories. Mr. B. 
Abroad. Bodley Grand-children in Holland. English Bodleys. viking Bodleyi. 

NATURAL HISTORY.-Mature. 

Wonders of the Deep. Devere. Putnams $ 1 26 

Romance of Natural History. Gosse. Lippincott 1 25 

Wonders of the Great Deep. Gosse. Lippincott 125 

Half Hours with Insects. Packard. Estes & Lauriat 2 50 

Our Common Insects. Packard. Estes & Lauriat 1 50 

New Illustrated Natural History. Wood. Routledge 4 00 

Wake Robin. Borroughs. Houghton M. & Co 1 50 

FROM 12 TO 18. 

Treasurers of the Deep. Nelsons f 1 50 

Anec. of the Habits & Instincts of Animals. D. & Co 1 50 

Anec. of the Habits of Birds, Fishes & Reptiles. D. & Co 1 00 

Stories of Bird-Life. Berthoud. Nelsons 1 25 

In the Woods. (About birds). Nelsons 1 00 

FROM 5 TO 12. 

History of My Friends. Achard. Putnams f 1 60 

The World at the Fireside. Kirby. Nelsons 1 75 

Aunt Martha's Comer Cupboard. Kirby. Nelsons 1 00 

Little Folks in Feathers and Fur. Thorne. Dutton 2 50 

Grandpa's Stories of Dame Nature. Saintine. Lippincott 1 25 

Madam How and Lady Why. Kingsley. Macmillau 1 50 

Tales Out of School. Stocton. Scribners 1 50 

Round-About Rambles. Stocton. Scribners 1 50 

STORIES AND ADVENTURES.-From 10 to 18. 

School Days at Rugby. Hughes. Macmillan SI. 50 

Tom Brown at Oxford. Hughes. Macmillan 1 50 

Wrecked on a Reef, or Twenty Months in the Aucklands. Nelsons 1 50 

Wild Men and Wild Beasts; Gumming. Scribners' 150 

Man-of- War Life. Nordhoflf. Dodd & Co. 2 editions. 1.00& 150 

Merchant Vessel. Nordhoff. Dodd «fe Co. 2 editions. 1.00 & 150 

Whaling <fe Fishing. Nordhoflf. Dodd&Co. 2 editions 100 

Two Years Before the Mast. Dana. Houghton. M. & Co 150 

Young Nimrods in No. America. Knox. Harpers' 2 50 

Young Nimrods Round the World. Knox. Harpers' 2 50 

Cast Up by the Sea. Baker. Lippincott 1 25 

True Tales for My Grandsons. Baker. Macmillan 1 50 

Stories of the Woods. (Condensed from CooperJ Houghton 100 

Stories of the Sea. (Condensed from Cooper.) Houghton 100 

Stories of the Prairie. (Condensed from Cooper.) Houghton 1 00 

Hans Brinker, or the Silver Skates. Dodge. Scribners^ 1 50 

The Boy Emigrants. Brooks. Scribners' 1 50 

The Fairport Nine. Brooks. Scribners' 1 25 

A Jolly Fellowship. Stockton. Scribners' 150 

Story of Viieau. Stockton. Scribnera' 150 

DabKinzer. Stoddard. Scribners' 1 00 

The Quartet. Stoddard. Scribners' 1 00 

Saltillo Boys. Stoddard. Scribners' 1 00 

Among the Lakes. Stoddard. Scribners' 1 00 

Phaeton Rogers. Johnson. Scribners' 1 50 

Jan of the windmill. Ewing. Roberts 1 25 

Hector. Shaw. Roberts 1 00 

Castle Blair. Shaw. Roberts 1 00 

Nelly's Silver Mine. H. H. Roberts 150 

Harry Blount. Hamerton. Roberts 1 50 
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Works of MissAlcott. Roberts. Per vol .S 1 50 

Eight Cousins. Rose in Bloom. Work. Little Women, 2 vols. Little Men. An 
Ola-Fashioned Girl. • Under the Lilacs. Jack and Jill. 

Eric. Farrar. Buttons 1 50 

St. Winifred. Farrar. Buttons 1 50 

Julian Home. Farrar. Buttons 1 50 

Boys of Other Countries. Taylor. Putnams 1 25 

The Big Brother. Eggleston. Putnams 1 25 

Captain Sam. Eggleston. Putnams 1 25 

The Signal Boys. Eggleston. Putnams 1 25 

The Wreck of the Red-Bird. Eggleston. Putnams 1 50 

Works of Mrs. Whitney. Houghton, Mifflin & Co. Per vol 1 60 

Hitherto. Patience. Strong's Outings. Sights and Insights, 2 vols. The Gay- 
worthys. Real Folks. Odd or Even. Faith Gartney's Girlhood. A Summer in 

Leslie Goldwaithe's Life. The Other Girls. We Girls, Boys at Chequasset. 100 

Marl orie's Quest. Gould. Houghton, M «fe Co 1 60 

At the Back of the North Wind. Macdonald. Lippincott 125 

Rar aid Bannerman's Boyhood. Macdonald. Lippincott 1 25 

The E*rincess and the Goblin. Macdonald. Lippincott 1 25 

The Princess and the Curdle. Macdonald. Lippincott 125 

FROM 6 TO 12. 

A Guernsey Lilv. Coolldge. Roberts '. 2 00 

What Katy Bid. Coolidge. Roberts 1 50 

What Katy Bid at School. Coolldge. Roberts 1 50 

Cross Patch. Coolldge. Roberts 1 50 

Play Bays. Jewett. Houghton, M. <fe Co 1 50 

Peterkin Papers. Hale. Osgood 1 00 

LEGENDS, MYTHOLOGY AND FAIRY TALES. 

The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood. Pyle. Scribners' 3 00 

The Boys' King Arthur. Ed. by Lanier. Scribner's 2 00 

The Boys' Froissart. Ed. by Lanier. Scribner's 2 00 

The Boys' Mablnogion. Ed. by Lanier. Scribner's 2 00 

The Boys' Perc5\ Ed. by Lanier. Scribner's 2 00 

The Story of Roland Baldwin. Scribner's 2 00 

The Story of Siegfried. Baldwin. Scribner's 2 00 

Queer Stories for Boys and Girls. Eggleston. Scribner's 100 

The Floating Prince. Stockton. Scribner's 1 50 

The O Id-Fashioned Fairy Book. Harrison. Scribner's ; 2 00 

Paladin and Saracen. HoUway-'^'althorp. Macmillan 1 60 

The Fairy Book, by Author of "John Halifax. Gent." Macmillan 1 25 

The Creek Heroes* Kingsley. Macmillan 1 50 

Little Mock, and Other Fairy Tales. HaufT. Putnams 1 50 

Moonfolk. Austin. Putnams 1 75 

The Enchanted Moccasins. Mathews. Putnams 150 

Wonder World. Pabke and Beane. Putnams 1 75 

The Children's Book. Scudder. Houghton <fe Co 3 50 

Stories and Tales. Hans Christian Andersen. Houghton & Co 150 

Wonder Stories. Hans Christian Andersen. Houghton & Co 150 

Tanglewood Tales. Hawthorne. Houghton & Co 1 25 

Wonder Book. Hawthorne. Houehtou & Co 1 25 

Stories from Old Eng. Poetry. Richardson. Houghton & Co 1 50 

Tales from Shakespeare. Lamb. Macmillan 1 25 

Joyous, Pleasant and Refresing Hist, of the Perfect Knight Bayard. Kindersley, Bodd, 

Mead<fe Co 3 00 

POETRY, BOOKS OF REFERENCE, Etc. 

Reader's Handbook* (Mature.) Brewer. Lippincott 3 50 

Golden Treasurv of Songs and Lyrics. Palgrave. Macmillan 125 

Cyclopedia of Practical Quotations. Funk & Wagnalls 5 00 

Easy Star Lessons. (Colored charts for every month, Mature.) Proctor. Putnams 2 50 

Self Culture. James Freeman Clark. (Mature.) Osgood 160 

Samuel Smiles' Work. (For young men and women.) Harpers. Per vol 100 

How to Get Strong. Blaikie Harpers 1 00 

Sound Bodies for our Boys and Girls. Blaikie. Harpers 40 

From 12 to 18. 

The American Boy's Handy-Book. Beard. Scribner's 3 00 

The American Girl's Home-Book of Work and Play. Campbell. Putnams 2 00 

Young Folks' Cycl. of Common things. Champlin. Holt 3 00 

Young Folks' Cycl. of Common Persons and Places. Chaplin. Holt 3 50 

Youg Folks' Whys and Wherefores. (In story form.) Lippincott 2 00 

Young Folks' Ideas and Wherefores. (In storv form.) Lippincott 2 00 

.ffisop's Fables, Phrased by Scudder. (5 to 10.) Houghton 

Apple Blossoms. Bora & Elaine Goodale. (Poetry.) Putnams 125 

Boy with an Idea Series. Putnams 

^7 with an Idea , , 1 50 
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Young Mechanic Ji 1 75 

Amongst Machines 1 75 

Boy Engineers 1 75 

Learning to Draw 2 00 

Familiar Talks to Boys. Dr. John Hall. Dodd Mead <& Co 150 

Song and Rhymes for the Little Ones. Morrison 2 00 

TEXT BOOKS. 

This subject has had my careful attention and observation during the 
past four years, and I am able to report that the system that has been in 
operation during the past five years, now that it isiully understood by both 
the people and the publishers is very satisfactory. Our people buy their 
books cheaper than any other State in the Union, as the law provides that 
the retail price at which books are sold in West Virginia shall be the lowest 
wholesale list price charged to any other State, firm or person. And this 
provision is observed. Most of tne merchants in the State keep a suitable 
supply of text books on hand to meet the wants of their customers, as with 
other necessaries. In the event the merchants fail to keep them on sale 
the publishers agree to mail them prepaid, on receipt of the contract price, 
to any part of the State. This latter plan has been resorted to in counties 
remote from large towns and railroad facilities. 

To facilitate this matter and give definite information concerning it I 
issued a general circular on the subject, in which occurs the following 
language : 

** The United States mails reach every part of West Virginia, however 
remote from the railroads, and this cheap, safe and effective means of sup- 
plying the books needed is recommended to patrons of schools in places 
where the local dealers fail to keep a supply to accommodate them. The 
publishers report they are daily receiving and filling orders in this way by 
mail. Parents sometimes do not know how, or from whom to order the 
books ; or, if they do understand this, they fail or neglect to do so, and in 
consequence the school is retarded and the children suffer for lack of books 
needed to go on with their studies. Some one, then, must have the public 
spirit to take hold of this matter, get the money together, make the order, 
and distribute the books when they come. Teachers and school officers 
have frequently expressed a willingness and the desire to do this, for the 
benefit of the schools in localities where the merchants fail to keep a sup- 
ply of the books needed ; but the difficulty is that the law forbids their 
dealing in school books. I have advised them, however, that it will be 
right and proper for them to act as the agents of the people in this matter, 
by ascertaining what books the pupils need, collecting the money, sending 
it to the publishers, and receiving and distributing the books so ordered. 
The teacher, or school officer, should in no sense become a dealer for profit, 
either in the purchase or in the delivery of the books ; nor should he be in 
any way an agent of the publishers, tiut he can, without violation of the 
law, become the unpaid agent, or friend of the school and the patrons in 
the purchase of the books needed " 

Since the issuance of this circular but few complaints have occurred. In 
view of these facts I think it would be a misfortune to change the existing 
law. 

The contracts made by my predecessor for five years from July 1, 1879, 
expired June 30, 1884. I have not renewed the contracts, though I am 
persuaded the law contemplates this course. However, the Attorney-Gen- 
eral of the State suggests that the matter be deferred until legislative action 
makes the way plain. In the meantime the publishers of our text books 
are continuing to furnish them at the same contract rates as heretofore. 

The book list as it now stands contains books suitable to our needs. 
There being no reason known to me for a change in the list I recommend 
that it remain unchanged. 

HISTORY OF WEST VIRGINIA. 

Pr, Wills PeHass called my attention recently to his forthcoming work 
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upon the history of the State with a view to placing it in every school in 
the State He will have a definit-e plan to submit to the Legislature which 
will no doubt be practical. I have given this matter encouragement as I 
deem it of first importance that our youth be instructed in the history of 
their own State. 

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN OF INDiaENT PARENTS. 

Some provision should be made in our school law authorizing Boards of 
Education to purchase suitable class books for the children of indigent 
parents. This provision could be guarded from possible abuse by requir- 
ing a certificate from the trustees of the school, giving full information 
concerning the child and its parents or guardians. This class of our popu- 
lation — the very poor— deserve and should receive the most careful atten- 
tion of the State through its agents. Those least able, and frequently un- 
willing, to help themselves must be lielped and led to help themselves, if 
we believe in the doctrine that in universal education is the safety of the 
State. If education is a protection then this is the class that should be 
most earnestly sought out and brought into school fully equipped for work. 

INCURRING LIABILITY FOR BUILDING PURPOSES. 

Many places in the State have been much annoyed and retarded in secur- 
ing proper facilities for their schools, because the law now forbids Boards 
of Education incurring greater liabilities in any one year than can be paid 
by the levy for that year at a maximum levy of forty cents on the $100. 
This inhibition it seems to me is unnecessary and works a positive evil. 
If the people of the several districts cannot be trusted to manage the mat- 
ter of their own school expenses, it is hard to see what element in govern- 
mental affairs they could be intrusted with ! The law should be amended 
so as to allow boards to incur debt for building purposes, including fix- 
tures, limited perhaps to an amount that could be raised in five years, at 
a levy of twenty cents on tlie one hundred dollars. The present narrow 
policy results in the sheriff^'s carrying over from year to year large bal- 
ances accumulating to erect buildings ! This is extremely bad financeer- 
ing and should be remedied. 

SCHOOL FURNITURE. 

Many of our Boards of Education have been putting improved or patent 
desks into their school houses during the recent past. Tliis tendency I 
have encouraged wherever I could, both from the standpoint of economy 
and education. The patent desks cost but little, if any, more than the 
wooden desk that has been so common and uncomfortable, and yet it will 
outlast two or three home-made wooden desks. It is therefore cheaper as 
well as much more comfortable. The patent desks are neat, convenient, 
healthy, comfortable, and cheap. It is not necessary to say that the op- 

Eosite qualities belong to most of the **benches" in use. Children must 
e comfortably seated if they are to do good work and conduct themselves 
in an orderly manner. If any are uncomfortable no good work will be 
done by them, nor can it be done by others, as the order of the school can 
not be maintained. I hope this work will be continued until every child 
in every public school in the State will be comfortably seated, in plain, 
well arranged, healthful school houses. 

SCHOOL APPARATUS. 

At no time in our history has so much inquiry been made for apparatus 
to assist in teaching the various subjects. Some institute instructors did 
not find a single globe in a whole county, either in the schools or among 
the teachers four years ago. Much of this has been changed by the supply 
of cheap globes to teachers. Slowly, Boards of Education are seeing the 
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value of these helps, and as they become able are buying them for the per- 
manent use of the schools. It will, of course, be a long time before all the 
schools will be supplied with all a good school needs, yet **the day will 
dawn;" and, at the rate things have moved up in the past few years, the 
time will be shorter than usually allotted. 

SCHOOIi HOUSE ARCHITECTURE. 

Last January (1884; I issued a circular to the couhty superintendents of 
the State, requesting them to transmit to this office the plans and specifi- 
cations for new school buildings submitted to them from time to time by 
Boards of Education for approval. I had given the subject some atten- 
tion, and thought, perhaps, I could aid in some measure in this direction. 
A very general response from the superintendents indicated their interest 
in the matter. Quite a large number of plans were submitted, and very 
interesting results were frequently developed. The subject should be pur- 
sued still farther, and this department print a carefully compiled guide or 
manual of school house architecture for general circulation. 

MEETING OP PRESIDENTS. 

The meeting of the Presidents of the Boards of Education to appoint 
assistant examiners should occur soon after the first day of each school 
year, so that the newly-elected Presidents would select the examiners, and 
they would also be nominated by the new county superintendents. Each 
administration of examiners should be in accord with the county super- 
intendent. And for the further reason that, if my recommendation under 
the head of county superintendents is heeded giving the meeting of the 
Presidents authority to allow the county superintendent '^additional com- 
pensation," the meeting should occur at the beginning of each school year. 

IliLEGAIi SHERIFF'S COMMISSIONS. 

The sheriff" and some of the Boards of Education in Morgan county 
disregard the plain provisions of the law in the matter of sheriff's commis- 
sions, although frequently and persistently notified of their dereliction. 
One Board allowed tne sheriff seven per cent, on all -funds coming to his 
hands, including the State fund. The county superintendent seems to be 
unable to secure the attention of the prosecuting attorney and the county 
court to these matters. The present (1884) report, to which he calls atten- 
tion, is not the first complaint from this county of the same offense. I 
deem it my duty to call attention to this affair in this public way that the 
people of Morgan county especially may know the conauct of their officials 
m this respect, and do what is necessary to protect themselves. 

WHEELING CITY SCHOOLS. 

These schools have been under the supervision of Prof. John M. Birch 
duriug the past two years, with a corps of eight principals and about one 
hundred grade teachers, including the principal and two assistants in the 
colored school. Two of the principals are ladies. I am gratified to note 
that here, as in all grades of the school work throughout the State, women 
are paid the same rate of salary as men for the same grade of work. This 
feature of our school progress, both in the common and high grade posi- 
tions, is not usual in the educational affairs of the country. 

The work of the schools taken together has been very good, with the 
indications of constant improvement. Most of the teachers are earnest, 
hard-working and self-sacrificing public servants, who are not paid even 
in the great and rich city of Wheeling more than a common laborer in the 
same city. Especially is this true of the primary teachers. The best 
methods of teaching the various branches have been introduced from time 
to time by the energetic superintendent, and good results have constantly 
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followed. The attendance has constantly increased until the buildings 
are all crowded, and rooms outside are required for the increased number 
of pupils asking admission. The last new building — Centre school, com- 
pleted in 1882 — is the best school building in the city, being well arranged, 
finely proportioned and neatly Qnished. It cost nearly $45,000, including 
grounds. A cut of this building is herewith presented. A new building, 
in addition to those now standing, will become a necessity very soon. The 
Board of Education of the city deserves much praise for the intelligent and 
liberal manner in which they have dealt with the various questions look- 
ing to progressive and better worli in the school. A very excellent set of 
philosophical and chemical apparatus has been purchased for each 
school. These sets of apparatus are not costly, but well suited to the work 
designed to be done. A revised course of study has been prepared by the 
Superintendent and adopted by the board. Upon the completion of this 
course by any pupil in the city he is graduated and a diploma awarded. 
In the last f3ur classes graduating there have been 18 boys and 73 girls 
who have received diplomas. 

The German language is taught in each school by special teachers to such 
pupils as desire to have the instruction. 

The Board of Education accepted a donation of about five thousand mis- 
cellaneous books belonging to a defunct circulating library and have since 
added three or four thousand new books to these, and opened up a free 
public library and reading room. The success of the enterprise has been 
assured from the day it opened and it has now become one of the most 
creditable institutions of the city. The library is supported at public ex- 
pense. It has so grown in public favor and the management has been so 
prudent and popular it has drawn so man'y readers that its present quar- 
ters are found inadequate. The number of books no doubt will be largely 
increased as means permit. 

No city of equal population in the country has superior public schools 
in many respects. There are improvements to be made and facilities to 
be provided it is true, but in the present public feeling these will not have 
long to wait. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

The newspapers Ofthe State, both daily and weekly, have been very gen- 
erous in their support of my administration of the school affairs of the 
State. They have been of very great service in many ways. For all of 
which I am very grateful. The publication of notices, proceedings, circu- 
lars, editorial comment and commendation, educational columns, reports 
of schools, and all matters relating to education has been very. general and 
prompt, and deserves the hearty thanks as well as substantial support of 
the teachers and school men in every county of the State. Quite a num- 
ber of papers have given a column each week to education, edited by the 
county superintendent and teachers. 

The greatest ally of popular education is the public press. Our children 
will first make a practical use of what is learned at school by reading the 
newspaper. It should therefore be -taught in school how to read a news- 
paper. The newspaper should come to the. school as regularly as it comes 
to the home. Its news should form the basis of lessons in history, geogra- 
phy, government, literature, biography, commerce and morals. So tnat 
when the child leaves school he has some useful current knowledge of the 
great world of action into which he goes. 

SCHOOL HYaiENE. 

This subject has received more attention in the past two or three years 
than ever before in this country. Our most scientific men, as well as our 
leading teachers liave given and are giving the subject careful and ener- 
getic attention. Much of the progress in this State is due to the efficient 
State Board of Health, with its local boards in every town, city and county. 
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The members of these boards being for the most part physicians in good 
standing, are most excellently fitted for the work. The eminent Secre- 
tary of the State Board of Health, Dr. James E. Reeves, has been untiring 
in his work to bring public opinion to observe the dangers of epidemic dis- 
ease from lack of the knowledge and observance of the laws of health. 

The Board has recently undertaken a most important work in relation 
to the schools. A sanitary survey of every school building in the State is 
to be made showing air space, heating, ventilation, drainage, water sup- 
ply, &c. This collection of information when reduced to form and pub- 
lished will be an invaluable addition to our practical knowledge of the 
condition of the schools. 

ARBOR DAY. 

While visiting the schools of Cincinnati, Ohio, in January, 1882, I 
learned from Dr. John B. Peaslee, the City Superintendent of Schools, of 
the practical working of the Arbor Day exercises that had occurred the 
preceding April in the city schools. Being perhaps one of the very first 
exercises of the kind in the world, though one of the features — tree plant- 
ing — had been observed in some of the States farther west a few years 
before. Dr. Peaslee's plan is to connect literature with the planting of 
trees, and especially to connect the lives and names of good and great men 
with these exercises by naming the trees for these persons. This **new 
thing'* in education commended itself to me and afterward (in February, 
1882,) I met and conversed with Dr. B. G. Northrop, ex-State Superintend- 
ent of Connecticut, at the annual meeting of School Superintendents in 
Washington, D. C, upon the same subject. Dr. Northroj) had given the 
matter great attention and was able to confirm ray determination to 
appoint an Arbor Day for the schools of West Virginia. Accordingly I 
issued a circular of information setting forth the objects in view, giving 
some general directions as to the manner of observing the day, and ap- 
pointing April 27, 1884, as Arbor Day in the schools of the State. The cir- 
cular, together with several very able articles upon the subject prepared 
especially at my request by such eminent pereons as Dr. B. G. Northrop, 
of Connecticut, Dr. John B. Peaslee, of Ohio, Hon. Cassius M. Clay, of 
Kentucky, Prof. A. L. Wade, of West Virginia, were published in the 
April number of the West Virginia School Journal, One thousand extra 
copies were printed and distributed free throughout the State. 

The response was very cordial from many points in the State. The news- 
papers approved, and nearly all advocatea it — none opposed it, I believe. 
Quite a large number of schools observed the day, all reporting it a success. 
While the day was not generally obsei'ved, the response was so cordial that 
I felt encouraged to appoint Arbor Day for 1884. Th^ great flood in the 
Ohio river occurred in February, and many articles appeared in the news- 
papers accounting for this great disaster in the destruction of the forest 
growth on the upper Ohio, Monongahela and Allegheny rivers and their 
tributaries. In addition to this, I again made up an * 'Arbor number' ' of 
the School Journal from articles by leading educators from this country, 
and one by Hon. H. G. Jolly, of Quebec, Canada. The observance of the 
day, April 18, 1884, far surpassed the day observed the year previous. The 
schools of the cities of Wheeling and Charleston joined with great success 
in observing the day. A large number of town, village and country 
schools observed the day. The lessons taught bjr this beautiful ceremony 
are varied and most important. It teaches the child first, to observe nature 
as she reveals herself in plant life. It teaches them the beautiful thought 
of doing something for others — preparing a pleasant place for those who 
are to live after us. It teaches them to beautify their homes by planting 
around them and along the lanes and public roads and streets, beautiful, 
ornamental and shade trees, so that our homes and our public ways may 
be made attractive and pleasant. It points many a utilitarian lesson also. 
Value of trees as sanatarians, preventing floods and drouths, wind breaks, 
Uie kinds and value of the wood, bark, leaves, and fruit of the several 



26 FREE SCHOOLS. 

species and where they are native, <&c., <&c. There is also a most beautiful 
and interesting field of literature concerning plant life— especially trees that 
the observance of this day introduces to the child. Many curious and in- 
teresting stories and historic incidents are connected with trees. Perhaps 
no more important lesson can be taught a bov than to care for and protect 
public property. When the trees are planted oy the pupils themselves there 
Is nd (fanger of their destruction bv ** the boys.'' The trees become per- 
sonal property and ** the bovs '' wish no better business than to punish the 
miscreant who attempts to injure or destroy one of their pets. 

Many of our school lots are totally inadequate both in extent and situa- 
tion to allow much ornamentation. The observance of Arbor Day brings 
this matter home to each community. Presently public opinion will de- 
mand that more ground be procured or the house moved or anew one built 
on a pleasant lot, capable of being improved. It is an anomaly in public 
affairs that men frequently seek to locate the school house in the most 
unsightly place and on the most insignificant corner of ground in the 
neighborhood, instead of selecting the most attractive and most pleasantly 
located unoccupied building site, and providing an adequate lot of an acre 
or more of ground. I am pursuaded the observance of Arbor Day in our 
schools will become permanent and be of lasting benefit. 

BUBAIi AND VIIiliAaE IMPROVEMENT SOCIETIES. 

• 

I have investigated this subject casually and find in it a most important 
bearing upon educational afiairs. Many of our towns and villages are most 
unsightly in their tumbled down old houses, treeless streets, broken side- 
walks, piles of debris in streets and many other evidences of inattention to 
the sanitary, ethical, social, educational, and commercial interests of the 
community. The highway is frequently obstructed by rubish that by 
common consent is thrown there by all the community as a general dump- 
ing ground. It will require organized eflbrt to break up these careless 
habits and give encouragement to individual eftort. The young are soon 
interested, and, no branch of their education is more important than this. 
The boy who becomes interested in his native or adopted town and helps 
in his boyhood to plan some of its improvements may become a wealthy 
or noted man some day. He will be most apt to come back to his old 
home with his gathered fortune to still furtner beautify and make it a 
pleasant *'old" home. Dr. B. G. Northrop, ex-State Superintendent of 
Connecticut, has given much attention to this subject. I invited him to 
make an address in each of the following towns last April (the week before 
Arbor Day) : Wellsburg, New Cumberland, Moundsville and Wheeling. 
He addressed the school children in the afternoon and the public at night 
in each place. The attendance at these meetings was very large and the 
addresses were everywhere received with marked favor. To secure the 
fruits of this work organizations were formed and the work quietly begun. 
The very small beginning I hope will develop into a wide-spread move- 
ment. No State in the Union nas more natural, God-given attractions, 
and beauties than ours, and few have been beautified less by man. Our 
homes, our towns, our streets and public places are all work-shops, and 
our people seem to feel that any appearance is good enough for the **shop." 

AMERICAN FOBESTRY CONGRESS. 

The result of the recent census of the United States showing the vast 
denudation of our forests in ten years, the enormous annual consumption 
of lumber, and the materially reduced area of timbered lands, together 
with the criminal as well as foolish destruction of timber, has brought the 
subject of replenishing our timber lands and stopping the foolish waste 
ana wanton destruction of valuable forests by fire and otherwise, promi- 
nently before the American people. The great winter and spring floods in 
the Ohio river and its tributaries and the summer droughts in these same 
streams, largely attributable, it is claimed, to the denudation of the for- 
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ests on the upper Ohio, Alleghany and Monongahela rivers have also 
drawn public attention to the subject. Our State being in the timber belt 
and having felt heavily the scourge of the great Ohio river floods I have 
felt it my duty to attend the meetings of the American Forestry Congress to 
learn the causes and remedies proposed for the dangers enumerated. Much 
interest is manifested concernmg our State and its great wealth of timber 
so rapidly vanishing before the timber men. The hearty reception of 
Arbor Day in our schools, elsewhere referred to at length, is regarded as 
one of the best means at all practicable yet devised to educate the public 
conscience to a full appreciation of our dangers. 

BANDS OP MERCY. 

That moral education is one of the essential functions of the public 
schools few persons deny. The more practical and personal, the more nat- 
ural and plain the lesson, the more certain of reaching the heart of the child. 

During the past year or two a new order called "Bands of Mercy'' has 
grown out of the work of Hon. Geo. T. Angell in his efforts to prevent 
cruelty to animals. These Bands are organized in schools and churches of 
all grades and denominations and are approved by ministers and prelates, 
school men and citizens everywhere. The object is to teach the child to 
feel and show the attributes of true manhood and womanhood in acts of 
kindness, mercy, benevolence, courage and gratitude to all harmless living 
animals and to each other. The pledge is: *'I will try to be kind to all 
harmless living creatures, and try to protect them from cruel usage." I 
published quite a large number of articles upon this subject in the Feb- 
ruary (1884) number of the School Journal together with a twenty-eight 
page supplement of **Ten Lessons on Kindness to Animals" by Hon. Geo. 
T. Angell. The information in the several articles and the beautiful sen- 
timents, stories and historic incidents in the ten lessons has developed 
quite a lively interest in this subject among our people. I have thus com- 
mended and helped along this means of teaching what may be called prac- 
tical morality during the past year. Quite a number of Bands have been 
formed in the State and no doubt many more will be organized. There 
are now about four thousand Bands of Mercy in the United States with 
over two hundred and fity thousand members. The first American Band 
of Mercy was organized July 28, 1882. 

STATE EDUCATIONAIi ASSOCIATION. 

This important body met at Buckhannon, Upshur county, in July, 1883, 
and at New Martinsville, in Wetzel county, in 1884. At the Buckhannon 
meeting some very interesting papers were read, and valuable and able de- 
bates followed. The subject of industrial Drawing was, for the first time in 
the history of our educational afikirs, formally presented to our teachers. It 
has been taught to a limited extent in some of our cities and towns, notably 
Wheeling, but no formal instruction by a professional and skilled teacher 
of drawing had heretofore been attempted among our teachers. 

At the New Martinsville meeting several leading and important educa- 
tional questions were presented in strong papers, and warmly discussed. 
Among others, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

"That a reform school is a pressing need of this State, and that we rec- 
ommend this subject to the thoughtful consideration of our Legislature. 

** That we insist on opening the doors of our State University for the edu- 
cation of our young women, and that to them be granted all privieges and 
honors now enjoyed by our young men.'^ 

Rev. A. D. Mayo, of Boston, Mass., associate editor of the New Eng- 
land Journal of Education and for the past four years traveling in the 
South observing the conditions of the people and lecturing upon education 
in this section of the Union, was by my invitation present at the associ- 
ation and delivered his lecture, entitled, "Building for the Children of 
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the South.'* The meeting was regarded as very successful in many respects. 
The next meeting occurs at Keyser, Mineral county. 

NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 

I attended the meetings of this Association at Saratoga, N. Y., in 1883, 
and at Madison, Wis., 1884, for the purpose of securing tlie next meeting 
at the Wiiite Sulphur Springs in our own State. At both places the mat- 
ter was most favorably considered, and at the great gathering at Madison 
— ^the largest educational meeting ever held on this continent, there being 
nearly six thousand persons in attendance— it was unanimously agreed by 
resolution that the next meeting of the Association "go South." White 
Sulphur Springs was the favorite point and until quite recently it was 
fully expected the meeting would be held there in 1885, but owing to seri- 
ous legal complications, delaying the letting of the property to lease, no 
one being authorized to make rates, &c., the officers of the Association 
have concluded to go elsewhere. I very much regret this action and hope 
the Association may yet at any early day meet within our borders. 

DEPARTMENT OP SUPERINTENDENCE. 

The annual meeting of the Department of Superintendence of the Na- 
tional Educational Association was held in Washington, D. C, in Feb- 
ruary, 1884. Being President of this Department, I presided at the meet- 
ing which had the largest attendance of any meeting in its history. Its 
proceedings consisting of papers from leading educators all over the coun- 
try upon important educational questions, were published by the Bureau 
of Education, and by the kindness of Gen. John Eaton, the United States 
Commissioner of Education, I was able to present a copy to each subscriber 
of the West Virginia School Journal^ bound, as a part of the September 
(1884) number. 

THE ViTORLD^S INDUSTRIAL AND COTTON CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION. 

This mammoth exposition of the progress of the industrial world has 
magnified the place of education in such expositions very largely. The 
United States Com nissioner of Education was placed in charge of this de- 
partment and has the best and most extensive exhibit of education ever 
presented in this country. Our own State, I am sorry to say, does not ap- 
pear in very favorable light in this department. The city of Wheeling and 
the town of Benwood are the only cori)orations whose public schools have 
an exhibit. These are very creditable indeed. I gave due notice to our 
teachers, but there was very little response and I fear a golden opportunity 
to show the superority of our schools has been entirely lost. Our educa- 
tional people — perhaps not more than other citizens— do not seem to be 
alive to the value of this great opportunity to give the world an invitation to 
come with men and money to help to develop our native wealth, and to 
become citizens of the State and patrons of our schools. 

FEMALE TEACHERS. 

The number of female teachers has constantly increased since the forma- 
tion of the State, with the exception of two or three years. The number 
of male teachers increased also up to and including 1879. Since then the 
number of male teachers has not only not increased with tlie increase of 
schools but has sustained an actual loss of more than one hundred. In 
187d there were more than three times as many male as female teachers, 
(3,142 males, 989 females) ; in 1884 there are nottwice as many, (3,036 males, 
1,607 females). The cause of this change no doubt is largely due to the low 
salaries offered. Young men have more opportunities to obtain better 
employment and are drawn off, while the young women must be content 
to work, for the pi'esent, for the low wages. The change indicated is no 
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cause for alarm. On the contrary it is an indication of progress in tlie right 
direction. As a class female teachers are better than male teachers. We 
are fortunate in being able to draw into the servige of the State the 
daughters of many. of the families of our best people. This is true now oT 
the whole South. No people in the whole history of the past have such a 
magnificent contingent of culture and enthusiasm to draw upon for the 
primary training of the whole population as has through the fortunes and 
misfortunes of civil war, fallen to the lot of the Southern States. Under 
the guidance in the school room of the culture, modesty, enthusiasm, 
morality and common sense of the superior young women as much as in 
business the energy, industry, and intellect of the young men, the new 
South will owe its future position and power. 

It will be observed from the comparative statistics that the average an- 
nual salary is considerably larger for females than males and that the 
average monthly salarv is also greater. This grows out of the fact that 
very many more female than male teachers are employed in cities and 
towns. In the cities and towns the salary is usually better and the term 
much longer. It will also be noticed that the average monthly salary for 
females has slightly decreased in the past year, while that for males has 
increased. This is explained by the fact that the large increase of female 
teachers is principally in the country schools where the term is short and 
the wages low, while the decrease of males is in the same class. 

WOMEN FOR SCHOOL OFFICERS. 

Several lady teachers have been appointed during the past four years as 
members of Examining Boards ana a few as secretaries of Boards of Edu- 
cation. I have constantly answered the interrogatory as to their eligibility 
by referring to our school law, which only requires in the case of a mem- 
ber of a Board of Examiners that the person be a teacher, and in the case 
of the secretary a teacher may be appointed. If the Constitution of the 
State is not sufficiently liberal in this behalf it should be made so. 

SCHOOL JOURNAL. 

This very valuable paper was continued during the past two years, and 
has been of much service in pushing forward the educational work by giv- 
ing from month to month the transactions, discussions and essays of edu- 
cational meetings. Frequent supplements containing reports from this 
office have appeared from time to time. My recommendation made two 
years ago that the State subscribe and pay for a copy of this periodical, or 
direct it to be done and paid for, by each Board of Education in the State, 
is here renewed. Such a paper reaching the secretaries of the Boards of 
Education throughout the State every month would do more to make the 
school system uniform than any other agency yet devised. 

I have recently contracted with my successor to take charge of the Jour^ 
nalj which insures its continuance for the next four years at least. 

DICTIONARIES. 

I am pleased to be able to report that the work of supplying the schools 
with dictionaries has been undertaken, and is going forward with marked 
success under the management of Prof. A. L. Wade, who is giving the 
work his personal attention. 

Nothing in the line of school helps is of greater necessity, or contributes 
more to secure the correct use and pronunciation of the mother tongue, 
than convenient access while in school to a comprehensive dictionary. 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 

Our statistics heretofore have not shown the extent to which the persons 
between six and twenty-one years of age reported ** Absent" from the free 
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schools, attend the private and parochial schools of the State. Many of 
the States have full reports from these sources, and when the coniparative 
statistics are made up and sent forth to the world, showing their educa- 
tional standing, private school enrolment and attendance is Included, thus 
swelling the numbers and the percentage and showing the true standing 
of the State educationally. But when these figures are compared with 
West Virginia figures, we have only our free school figures to araw from, 
and fall below our real worth. There are not many of these private schools, 
it is true, but every child should be accounted for by the State, and if not 
in a private, it should be in a public scliool, or show a. very good reason for 
absence. I have made a small beginning in this direction, and hope the 
matter will be followed up until all attendance at school, whether in pri- 
vate, parochial or public schools, will be reported, and our true educational 
condition indicated from year to year. 

PORTRAITS OF STATE SUPERINTENDENTS. 

In gathering educational historic data from time to time, it has occurred 
to me that it would be proper to secure correct portraits of all my predeces- 
sors for preservation in the office. While the features of men soon pass 
out of mind, and in themselves are of little value, yet, it is but a slight 
token of respect and appreciation for those who have labored faithfully in 
this field of our public service to remember them in this modest way. 

EVIDENCES OF PROGRESS. 

Evidences of our educational advancement are apparent in most of the 
statistics and comparisons herewith transmitted as a part of this report, 
but the great forward movement in public opinion, the increased enthusi- 
asm among school officers and teachers, improved methods of teaching, 
improved buildings, furniture, apparatus and the thousand tokens of ad- 
vancement all along the line do not and cannot appear in tabulated form 
or in figures. These influences constitute the great **reserve power" in ed- 
ucation, which, if properly led, will make possible the realization of the 
doctrine of universal education. 

When people show a willingness to put their money into an enterprise 
it is a strong evidence of their love for its cause and belief in its value. In 
the past four years many evidences of this character have come to my at- 
tention and during the past two years these instances have largely in- 
creased. 

Large and well arranged school buildings of good material— usually brick 
— have been erected within the past four years, or are in process of erection 
at the following named towns and cities : New Martinsville, Shepherds- 
town (one for white and one for colored children), Hinton, Princeton, 
Webster C. H., Keyser, Wheeling (Centre school), Charleston, Ravens- 
wood, Hedgesville, Martinsburg (High school), Berkeley Springs, Medley, 
Romney, Academy, Logan C. H., Parkersburg, Sistersville and perhaps 
others, together with a large number of much improved country school 
buildings. Important additions have been made to the school buildings 
at New Cumberland, Wheeling (Colored school), Benwood, Grafton, Hunt- 
ington, Palatine, and perhaps others. 

Improved desks are now put in nearly all new buildings, whether in 
town or country. Boards of education are buying the best and latest 
philosophical and other apparatus used in schools. The people approve 
these proceedings or they would not occur. In fact many of the larger 
buildings were erected after taking a vote of the people upon the subject. 
There are other places contemplating the erection of buildings but in most 
instances are prevented by the law limiting expenditure for any purpose 
to the amount that may be raised in one year by a levy limited to a maxi- 
mum of forty cents on the $100, referred to at length in this report. 

In most of the towns where new houses have been built, after one or two 
years the Boards find that the house is already too small. This indication 
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is proof of a truth often asserted by educational people that **no investment 
that a comraunity can make pays so well as a good school building, '^ not 
only in its giving good facilities and advantages to those who have been 
patronizing the school, but in drawing to that community on account of 
its educational advantages a very desirable population, thus adding wealth, 
population and increased business opportunities. More also of the original 
population will attend school when the building is large, healthful and 
attractive. 

The number and success of our educational meetings and institutes are 
also plain indications of the interest aroused among teachers and people. 
During the last two years the number of teachers attending the institutes 
have increased four hundred and fifty-five. The number enrolled in 1884 
.reaching the unprecedented number of nearly five thousand. 

Again the almost universal demand for an increase in the length of the 
school term and the frequent votes taken in many sections of the State to 
increase the term (which carry in nearly every instance,) is one of the 
strongest and plainest of the indications of our progress in education. The 
fact that the people desire a longer term of school in many counties is also 
evidenced by the very large nuniber of subscription schools that spring 
into existence at the close of the public schools. These are attended, of 
course, by those whose parents are able to pay the tuition and not by the 
children of the poor or indifferent, however anxious their children may be 
to attend. The amount paid for these subscription schools, if levied on the 
property of the district would be much easier borne and would afford the 
same advantages to all alike. 

The rate of salary paid the teachers is also an indication of the general 
public sentiment at work for good. Salaries had steadily decreased for the 
past fifteen years, except a slight rise about ten years ago, when the steady 
march downward began again. The rate has fluctuated very little in the 
past four or five years, the tendency being upward if any change, but the 
evidence comes now from all quarters that the lowest limit has been reached 
and that the tide has perceptably turned, and that henceforth a steady rise 
in teachers* salaries may be looked for. This is indeed cause for hope. If 
our best teachers can be held to the school room the problem of popular 
education is very nearly solved. 

Behind, and the cause for, this increase of salary is the demand of par- 
ents for better teachers, and the general quickening of the public's appre- 
ciation of good work by worthy teachers. 

Quite a number of our most progressive city and town Boards of 
Education have from year to year increased the salary of their superin- 
tendent or principal, so as to retain him when his qualifications and success 
caused other communities to offer him better terms. Boards of Education 
in many country districts have also for the same reason steadily increased 
the rate of wages. Wherever this has been the case, without exception 
(so far as I can learn), the schools have much more than repaid the addi- 
tional expenditure in the increased attendance, advancement and general 
good conduct. These and many other equally hopeful tendencies are ap- 
parent to most observers, and many others may be found in the recom- 
mendations and statistics contained in this report, which, taken together, 
mark the year of the ** State's majority" as memorable in her educational 
history. 

PERSONAL. 

The frequent commendatory notices of my work by the various newspa- 
pers of the State during my term of office, the friendly terms in which 
many of the county superintendents have expressed themselves toward me 
in their reports; the hundreds of letters that have come to the office dur- 
ing the past four years, and especially during the past year, from all classes 
of people, giving me hearty encouragement and warm sympathy; the 
numberless personal interviews in which my efforts have been favorably 
referred to, and, your own generous reference to my conduct of the educa- 
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tional aifairs of the State in your message to the last Legislature, make it 
not indelicate or presumptious in me, I hope, here at the close of my oflfi- 
cial term,, to return my moat grateful and humble thanks for all these 
marks of friendship and esteem and to say that I feel that my efforts have 
been most generously recognized, and, appreciated at a much higher rate 
than their value merits. I retire from office feeling that I have only been 
able to "pick up a few pebles on the shore while the great ocean*' of edu- 
cational achievements lies before me. All I claim for myself is that I have 
earnestly aimed to execute the duties of the office for the best interests of 
the public; and that my chief ambition has been, to be counted worthy in 
the service of the State and to do something toward the consummation of 
her great future. 

I desire in this public way to commend my clerk, Mr. A. F. Wilmoth,- 
who has faithfully discharged his duties during the past three years. 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

Bernakd L. Butcheb, 

State SupL of Free SohooU. 
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SUMMARY OF SCHOOL STATISTICS. 



SCHOOL ORGANIZATION. 



Sub-Districts in ISS*. 
Sub-Districts in 188:{. 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '8:} over '82. 



Total increase in two years. 



School Districts in 1884. 
School Districts in 1883. 

Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82.. 



Total Increase in two years. 



3.887 
3,855 

32 
7G 

108 

378 
375 

3 
5 

8 



Frame, 1884. 
Frame, 1883. 



.Increase cf '84 over '83. 
Increase cf '83 over '82. 



Total increase in two years. 



Log, 1884 
Log, 1883 



SCHOOL HOUSES. 



Increase of '84 over '83... 
Decrease of '83 from '82. 



Total net decrease in two years 



Rented houses, 1884.. 
Rented houses, 1883. 



Increase of '84 over '83.., 
Decrease of '83 from '82. 



Total net decrease in two years. 



Total school rooms, 1884. 
Total school rooms, 1883. 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Total increase in two years. 



Houses with desks, 1884. 
Houses with desk:-, 1883. 



Decrease of '84 from '83. 
Decrease of '83 from '82. 



Total decrease in two years. 



Buildings fenced, 1884. 
No reports lor 1882-3. 



2,648 
2,506 



142 
141 



286 

1.336 
1,329 



7 
47 



40 

115 
95 



20 
31 



14 

4,527 
4,4U8 



119 
57 



170 

3,223 
3,349 



126 
10 



136 
185 



Brick and stone, 1884.. 
Brick and stone, 1883. , 



Increase of '84 over '83, 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Total increase in two years. 



Total houses, 1884. 
Total houses, 1883. 



Increase of '84 over '83 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Total increase In two years. 



Houses built, 1884. 
Houses built, 1883. 



Decrease of '84 from '83. 
Decrease of '83 from '82. 



Total decrease in two years. 



Recitation rooms only, 1884. 
Recitation rooms only, 1883. 



Decrease of '84 from '83 

Decrea^je of '83 from '82 

Total decrease in two years. 



Houses with apparatus, 1884. 
Houses with apparatus, 1883.. 



Decreasn of '84 from '83. 
Decrease of '83 from '82. 



Total decrease in two years. 

Improved grounds. 1884 

No reports tor 1882-3, 



113 

no 

3 
9 

12 

4,097 
8,945 

152 
106 

258 

167 
171 

4 
10 

14 

41 
51 

10 
5 

15 

771 
909 

138 
111 

249 

189 



&i 
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No. volumes in libraries, 1884. 
No. volumes in libraries, 1883. 



Increase of '84 over '83.., 
Decrease from '82 to '83. 



l»41d 
518 



900 
136 



Total net increase in two years. 



764 



VALUE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY. 



TTonsos, 1884 $1,535,.')04 00 

Houses, 1883 1.491M14 00 

Increase of '84 over '83 86,390 00 

Increase of '83 over '82 629 00 



Total increase in two year? 37,019 00 

Furniture, 18S1 142.916 00 

Furniture, 1883 143.910 00 



Decrease of '84 from '83, 
Increase of '83 over '82... 



991 00 
7,906 00 



Total increase in two years. 



Libraries, 1884 
Libraries, 1883 



1,006 00 
1,'280 00 



Incrense of '81 over '83. 
Inarease of '83 over '32. 



Total increase in two years. 



626 00 
124 00 

750 00 



Average value of scoool houses in 1884. 
Average value of scliool buuFCS in 1883. 



Land, 1884 | 178,915 00 

Land, 1883 183,688 00 



Decrease of '84 from '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82... 



Total decrease in two years. 



4,773 00 
4,481 00 

292 00 



Apparatus, 1884 11,994 00 

Apparatus, 1883 13,669 00 



Det^rease of '84 from '83. 
Decj ease of '83 from M2 . 



1,675 00 
238 00 



6,912 00 Total decrease in two years. 



1,913 00 



Total value. 1884 1,871,235 00 

Total value, 1883 1,841,061 00 

Incrense of '84 over '83 29.574 00 

Increase oi '83 over '82 *17,674 00 



Total increase in two years 47,248 00 



Decrease of '84 from '83. 
Decrease of '83 from '82. 



375 
380 



5 

10 



Total decrease in two years. 
* J4.772 too much. 
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ENUMERATION, ENROLMENT, AVERArtE DAILY ATTENDANCE AND PERCENTAGES 

OF EACU. 



YOUTH BETWEEN 6 AND 16 YEARS OF AGE. 



YOUTH FROM 16 TO 21 YEARS OP AGE. 



White males, 1884 

While males, 1883 


86,861 
85.158 


Increase of '84 over '83 

Increase of '83 over '82 


1,703 
1,300 


Increase in two years 


3,003 


White females, 1884 

White females, 1883 


80,517 
78,031 


Increase of '84 over *83 

Increase of '83 over '82 


1,686 
931 


Increase in two years 


2,617 


Colored males, 1884 

Colored males, 1883 


3,573 
3,464 


Increase of '84 over '83 

Decrease of '83 from '82 


109 

7 


Increase in two years 


102 


Colored females, 1884 

Colored females, 1883 


3.267 
8,426 


Decrease of '81 from '83 

lucrease of '83 over '82 


159 
101 


Net decrease in two years 


68 



White males, lS8f., 
White males, 1883. 



Increase of '84 over 'S3, 
lucrease of '83 over '82 



Increase in two years 



White females, 188-1. 
White females, 18.*.3. 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
lucrease of '83 over '82. 



Increase in two years 



Colored males, 1884. 
Colored males, 1883. 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Increase in two years . 

Colored females, 1884. 
Colored females, 1883. 



Decrease of '84 from '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82.. 



Net increase in two years.. 



27,762 
25.634 



2.V28 
1,061 



3,189 

24,408 
23,242 



1,166 
1,395 

2,561 

934 
883 



51 
70 



121 

863 
879 



10 
68 
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BEPORT OF QENEBAL SUPEBINTEMDENT. 



^ 



TOUTn BETWEEN G AND 16 YE4^B9 OF AGE. 



White, 1884. 
While, 1883. 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Increase in two years. 

Colored, 1884 

Colored, 1883 



Decrease of '84 from '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82.. 



Net increase in two years. 

Males, 1884 

Males, 1883 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Increase in two years. 

Females, 1884 

Females, 1883 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '8:J over '82. 



Increase in two years. 

1884 

1883 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Total increase in two years. 



167.378 
163.989 



3.3S9 
2,231 

5.620 
6.840 
6,890 



50 
94 



44 
00.434 
88,6-22 



1,812 
1.293 



3.105 
83.784 
82,257 



1.527 
1,032 



2.550 
174,218 
170.879 



3.3*^9 

ZfOLO 



5,664 



Total youth between 6 and 21 years of age. 1884. 
Total youth between 6 and 21 years of age, 1883 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



YOUTH FROM 16 TO 21 YEAB8 OF AGE. 



White, 1884. 
White, 1883. 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Increase in two years. 

Colored, 1884 

Colored, 1883 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Increase in two years. 

Males, 1884 

Males, 1883 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Increase in two years. 

Females, 1884 

Females, 1883 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Increase in two years. 

1881 

1883 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Total increase In two years. 



Total increase in two years. 



52,170 

48,876 



3,294 
2,456 



5.750 
1,797 
1,762 



86 
138 



173 
28,696 
26,517 



2,179 
1,131 



3,310 
26.271 
24,121 



1.150 
1,463 



2.613 
53 967 
50,('»38 



3,329 
2,594 



5,923 

228, ia5 
221,517 



6.608 
4,919 



11,587 



PUPILS ENROLLED IX SCHOOL 18^. 



AVEE.\GE DAILY ATTENDANCE 1884. 



Males .... 
Females 



87.834 
78,438 



Total 



166,272 



Males .... 
Females. 



54.378 
47,6*1 



Total 



102,012 



PUPILS ENROLLED IN SCHOOL 1883. 



Males .... 
Females. 



85.a'>0 
75.554 



Total 

Increase of '84 ovt-r '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Total increase in two years. 



160.904 
5.368 
5,360 

10,728 



AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE 1883. 



Males .... 
Females. 



Total. 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Total increase in two years 



Percent, of enrolment based on enumeration, 1884. 
Per cent, of enrolment based on enumeration, 1883. 



Increase of 1884 over 1883.. 
Increase of 1883 over 1882. 



Total increase in two years. 



Per cent, of average daily attendance based on enumeration, 1884 
Per cent, of average daily attendance based on enumeration, 1883. 



Increase of 1884 over 1883. 
Decrease of 1883 from 1882. 



Net decrease iu two yei^. 



52.177 
46,013 

8,822 

08,190 
1,538 



5,360 

72.8 
72.0 



.2 
1.3 



1.6 

44.7 
44 3 



.4 
.8 



.4 
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FREE SCHOOLS. 



Per cent, of average daily attendance based on enrolment, 1884. 
Per cent, of average dally attendance based on enrolment, 1883. 



Increase of 1884 over 1883 ., 
Decrease of 1883 from 1882. 



Total decrease in two years. 



Number pnplls enrolled, 16 yenrs of aee or more, (leps than 21) 1884 : 
Males, 10,55V) ; females, 8,C04 ; Total. 19,103. No report fur 1883 and 1882. 



Number pupils enrolled first time. 1884. 
Number pupils enrolled fii-st time, 1883. 



Increase of 1884 over 1883. 
Increase of 1883 over 1882. 



Total increase in two years. 



60.8 
G0.8 



None 
1.2 



1.2 



19.795 
17,055 



2,740 
8.090 



5.839 



MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS CONCERNING PUPILS. 



KUHBEB OF CASES OF TABDINE83. 



1884. 
1883. 



158,217 
161,371 



Decrease of '84 ^rom '83.... 
Increase of '83 oyer '82 



I • •■• •• 



3,154 
25,372 



Net increase in two years.. 



22,218 



NUMBER OF CASES OF TBUANCT. 



1884 .*. 

1883 

Decrease of '84 from '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82... 



Net decrease in two years. 



2,182 
8,153 



971 

771 
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NUMBER CASES CORFOHAL PUNISHMENT. 



1884. 
1883. 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82 



11,374 
11,196 

178 
809 



Total increase in two years 1,047 

NUMBER PUPILS NEITHER AESENT NOR TARDY. 



18P4 
1883. 



11,903 
11,305 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '8^^.. 



538 
837 



Total increase in two years. 



NUMBER CASES SUSPENSION AND DISMESSIOX 
FROMSCUOOL. 



1884. 
1883. 



Decrease of '84 from '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82.., 



Net increase in two years 

AVERAGE AGE OF PUPILS. 



1884. 
1883. 



Increase of '84 over '83.. 
Decrciise of '83 from '82. 



1.375 Net decrease in two years., 



268 
357 



89 
102 



13 



10.45 
10.13 



.30 
.43 



.15 



TEACHERS. 

p:mplovcd 1884 Males, 3,030 

Employed 1883 Males, 2.9GI 

Increase of '84 over '8.T Mnlos, 75 

Increase of '83 over '82 Males, *81 



Total increase for two years Males, 



<-9 



* Decrease. 



Females, 1,007 
Females. 1,494 



Females, 11.3 
Females, 179 



Females, 292 



Total, 4.G43 
Total, 4.4.'V5 



Total, 188 
Total, 95 

Total, 283 



Employed 1884 "«hite. 4,514 Color, d, 129 

Employed 1883 White, 4,:]37 Colored, 118 

IncrcHse of '84 over '83 White, 177 Colored, 11 

Increase of '8;^ over '82 White, 97 Colored, *2 

Total increase in two years White, 274 Colored, 

No. 1 rertifioBtcs 1884 Male, 1,&')8 Femnle, 871 

No. I eerlifleaies 1883 



Total, 4,613 
Total, 4,453 



Total, 188 
Total. 95 



Total, 283 

Total, 2.729 
2.2-)9 



Increrse of '84 over '8:^. 
Decreafce of '83 from '82. 



470 
181 



Total net increase in two years 289 



EBPOBT OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT. 



87 



No. 2 certificates 1884 Male, 922 Female, 524 Total, 1.446 

No. 2 certificates 1883 1,502 



Increase of '84 over '83.. 
Decrease of '83 from '82. 



5G 
2 



Total net increase in two years 54 

No. 3 certificates 1884 Males, 345 Females, 197 Total, 542 

No. 3 certiflcstes 1883 508 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



34 
43 



Total increase in two years. 



77 



Total certificates 1884 Males, 3,125 Females, 1,592 Total, 4,717 

Total certificates 1883 4,269 

Increase of '84 over *83 448 

Decrease of '83 from '82 140 



Total increase for two years 808 

INSTITUTES. 



No. county 1884. 
No. county 1883... 



5C No. distritlSH.. 
56 No. diatiict 1883. 



Total number Peabody and county institutes for 1884 

Total number I*eabody and county institutes for 1883. 

Note —One of tlie Peabody institutes wus for colored teachers. 



Teachers enrolled 1884. 
Teachers enrolled 1883. 



4,975 
4,545 



Average daily attendance 1884. 
Average daily attendance 1883. 



7 
7 

63 
63 



4,a53 
3,550 



Increase ot '84 over '83.. 
Decrease of '83 from '82. 



430 
154 



Increase of '84 over' 83. 
lucrtaso of '83 over '82. 



503 
282 



Total increase in two years. 



270 Total increase in two years. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
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TEACHERS WHO IIA.VB TAUGHT 10 TEAM OB 

OVEE. 



TEACHEB3 WHO HAVE TAUGRT 5 YEABS AXD 
LESS TUAN 10 YEA US. 



1884. 

1883. 



554 
4UU 



1884. 
188:?. 



879 
&52 



Increase 

No report for 1882. 



53 



Increase of '84 over '83 
No report for 1882. 
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TEACHERS WHO HAVE TAUGHT LESS THAN 5 AND 
MOEE THAN 1 YEAH. 



TEACHERS WHO HAVE TAUGHT LESS THAN 

1 YEAR. 



ISM. 
1883. 



1,327 
1,788 



1884 

No Kcport for 1882-3. 



551 



Decrease of '84 from '8.3. 
No report for 1882. 



4G1 



TEACHERS WHO HAVE NEVER TAUGHT. 



TEACHERS WHO HAVR ATTENDED ONE OF THB 
STATE NORMAL SCHOOLS. 



1884. 

1883. 



1,119 
853 



1881. 
1883. 



862 
763 



Increase of *8t over '83. 
No report for 1882. 



2Gt3 



Increase of '81 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



99 

52 



Total increase in two years 



151 



TEACHERS WHO SUISCRIBK FOE £OME EDUCA- 
TIONAL JOURNAL. 



1884. 

1883. 



1 ,855 
1.540 



Increase of '84 over '83 
Increase qf '83 over'82. 



315 
275 



TEACHER.S MHO HAVE TAUGHT SAME SCHOOL 
TWO OU SIOllE TKK3JS BEFORE rRI>ENT, 

1884 ...Males, 453 Females, 416 Total... 869 
1883...M ales, 650 Females, 379 Total... 1,029 

Dec'e Males 197 t^omale8 377 Total... 1150 
Dtc'c Mules 148 fKemaU'S 02 Total... 86 



Total increase in two yeas". 



599 Total Males 815 t^cmalcs 99 Total... 240 
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FBEB SCHOOLS. 



NUMBER AND GRADE OF SCHOOL. 



1884 High, 7 

1883 High, C 

Increase, 1884 over 1883 Hifrh, 1 

luerense, 1883 over 1882 High, t4 

lucrease, in two years High, *3 



Graded, 125 
Graded. 124 
Graded, 1 
Giaded, 2G 
Graded, 27 
There were, in 1884, 132 colored schools, 11 of which arc graded and the remaindel' common. 
■cDccreaso. flncreasc. 



Common, 4,122 
< ommon, 3,d86 
Common, 136 
Common, 66 
('ommon, 202 



Total, 4,254 

Total, 4,116 

Total, 138 

Total, 88 

Totiil, 226 



TIME TAUGHT. 



MONTHS BY WHITE TEACHEBS, 1884. 



Males 

Females. 



12,479.18 
7,891.12 



Total 20.371.3 

MONTHS BY WHITE TEACHEBS, 1883. 



Males 

Females. 



Total. 



Increase of 1884 over 1883. 
Increase of 1883 over 1882.. 



12,108.20 
7,231.12 

19,340.10 

1.030.15 
426.10 



Total increase in two years 



1,456.3 



MONTHS BY COLORED TEACHEB8, 1884. 



Males 

Females. 



491.16 
245 



Total 736 16 

MONTHS BY COLORED TEACHEBfl, 1883. 



Males 

Females. 



449.13 
179.15 



Total. 



629.6 



Increase of 1884 over 1883.. 
Decrease of 1883 from 1882. 



107.10 
41.16 



Total net increase in two years.. 



65.16 



Total months, 1S84 Males, 12,971 

Total months, 1883 Males, 12,558 

Increase of 1S84 over 188:< Males, 413 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 Males, *i»ii0 

Total increase in two yeais Males, ^247 



Females, 8,1.S6 
Females, 7,411 



Females, 72h 
Females, 1 ,044 



Females, 1,700 



Total. 21.107 
Total, 19,969 

Total. 1,138 
Total, 384 

Total, 1,522 



AVERAGE LENGTH OF SCHOOL TERM IN MONTHS. 



AVEBAGE LENGTH OP TERM IN DAYS. 



1884 4 mos 

1883 4 mos 



Increase of 1884 over 1883. 
Decrea.se of 1883 frc/m 1884.. 



12 
10 

IK 



days 
days 

days 
days 



1-84 

1883 , 

Increase of 1884 over 18S3. 
Decrease oi* 1883 from 1882. 



Total increase in two years. 1 days Total net increase in two years. 

■"Decrease. 

AVERAGE RATE OF SALARIES PAID TEACHERS. 

AVEBAGE ANNUAL SALARY. 



100 

d8>^ 



1884 No. 1,$160 00 

1883 No 1, 173 71 

Increase of 1HS4 over 188:1 No. 1, *13 71 

Increase of 188;* over 1882 No 1, 22 80 

Increase in two years No. 1, 9 15 



No. 2, Sill 42 
No. 2, 110 24 
No. 2, 1 18 
No. 2, 5 17 
No. 2. 35 



No. 3, 980 88 
No. 3. 89 83 
No. 3, f^ 95 
No. 3, 9 41 
No. 3, 46 



AVERAGE ANNUAL SAL.VBY PAID. 

1884 Males, fl20 51 

1883 .....Males, 126 07 



Increase of 1884 over 1883 Males, $ 3 44 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 Males, 6 08 

Increase in two years Males, $ 8 52 

AVERAGE MONTHLY SALARY PAID. 

1884 ; Males, $ 30 31 

1883 Malea, 29 72 

Increase of 1884 over 1883 Males. $ 59 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 Males, 1 85 



Increase in two years Males, 9 2 44 



Females, $1.54 51 
Females, 154 18 



Females, 
Females, 



33 

5 82 



Females, 6 15 



Females, 9 30 52 
Females. 31 08 



Females, 
Females, 



♦56 
44 



Fexxuiles, ^12 



It£t>ORT OV (3£NEItAL StTPEBIKTENOENT. 
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OftNtRAL AYEBAGE A17NUAli 8AI/ABT. 



1884. 
1888. 



Increase of 1881 over 1883. 
Increase of 1883x>yer 1882. 



Increase in two years.. 



S 



138 20 
135 50 



27 
626 



8 96 



OENEBAL AVERAGE MONTHLY SALARY. 



1884. 
1883. 



Increase of 188 ( over 1883. 
Increase of 1883 over 1882.. 



Increase in two years. 



30 39 
80 22 



17 
1 45 



1 62 



Visits by Co. Snpt, 1884. 
Visits by Co. Supt., 1883. 



Increase of '84 over '83.. 
Decrease of '83 from '82. 



NO. AND CLASS OP VISITORS. 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
lucreuse of '83 over '8J. 



Total increase in two years.. 



4,829 
4,0)1 



778 
194 



Total net increase in two years.. 584 

Visits by trustees, 1884 12,543 

Visits by trustees, 1883 10,671 



1.872 
63L 



2,50^ 



Visits bv members B. of E., 1884... 
Visits by members B. of £., 1883... 



Decrease of '84 over '83 
Increase of '83 over '82.... 



Total 

VisiUi by parents, 1883 . 

Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Total increase in two years 



3,218 
3,508 



290 
376 



Net increase in two years 86 

Visits by parents & guurd'np, l66i 15,332 

Vi&its by other persons, 1884 47,512 



62.844 
5U,(K)0 



12,236 
12,899 



25,134 



ReceipU and Diabur semen ta of Teachers^ Fund for the Years Ending 
June 30, 1883 and June 30, 1884, Compared with the Year Ending June 
30, 1882. 

RECEIPTS, TEACHERS' FUND. 

General school fund, 1884 J2I2,375 70 

General school fund, 1883 201,117 33 

Decrease of '84 from '83 18,741 57 

Increase of '83 over '82 82.929 29 

Total increase in two years 04,187 72 

District levies, 1884 ! 422.022 91 

District levies, 1883 , 402,089 98 

Increase of '84 over '83 19,932 93 

Increase of '83 over '82 10,197 07 

Total increase in two years 80,130 00 



1884. 

Railroad tax S 15,370 16 

Kedemption delinquent lauds 2.999 72 

Bale of delinquent lands 4,565 11 

Tuition of pay pupils 924 75 

Board of examinertk 74 88 

Other sources 7,289 75 



1883. 

Railroad tax $ 11,844 55 

Kedeniptiou delinquent lands 6,242 18 

Sale di linquent lands 112 41 

Tuition of i»ay pupils 799 43 

Board of exaraiuers 79 87 

Other sources 6,274 46 



Total for 1884 31,224 37 Total for 18fc3 24,352 90 

Increase of 1884 over 1883 S 6,871 47 

Decrease of 18S3 from 1882 2,336 16 

Net increase in two years 4,535 31 

Total receipts for 1884 695,923 04 

Total receipts for 1883 087,560 21 

Increase of 1884 over 18C3 8.062 83 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 90,790 20 



Total increase in two years 98,853 03 

Balance on hand June 30, 1883 95,319 87 

Balance on hand June 30, 1882 64,938 13 

Increase of 1884 over 1883 30,381 74 

Decrease of 1883 from 1882 7,639 86 



Increase in two years 22,741 88 



40 



FREE SCHOOLS. 



Total receipts for \fM. including bnlancc on hand June 30, 1883 790,942 91 

Total receipts for 1883, im.'luding balance on hand June 30, 1882 752.498 31 

Inrreajsc of 1884 over 1883 38.444 57 

Increase of 188:^ over 1882 83,150 31 

Total increase in two years » 121»594 91 



DISBURSEMENTS, TEACHERS' FUND. 



TO NO. 1 TEACTIEBS, 18&1. 

T\Tiite, Male t 259,942 50 

White, Female ll)o,587 18 



TO KO. 1 TEACHEB8, 1883. 

White, Male t 235,741 73 

While, Female 147,523 57 



Total for White 425,520 58 



Total for White 383,205 30 



Colored, Male 

Colored, Female. 



9.793 32 
1.295 00 



Colored, Male 

(.olored, Female. 



Total for Colored 11,088 32 



Total for Colored. 



8.338 00 
823 00 

9,1Gl 00 



Total for No. 1, 1884 430,017 90 Total for No. 1, 1883 - 392,420 30 

Increase of 1884 over 1883 44.191 00 

Increase of 188:1 over 1882 24,347 11 



Total increase in two years ., 08,588 71 



TO KO. 2 TEACnEES, 18^1. 

White malep $ 93,500 15 

White females 00,089 10 



TO NO. 2 TEACHERS, 1883. 

White males S 96,918 85 

White females 02,150 42 



Total for white 153,019 25 Total for white 159,075 27 



Colored male?.... 
Colored females. 

Total for colored . 



5.180 75 
2,279 G9 

7,409 44 



Tolored males.... 
Colored females. 



4.074 94 
2,441 98 



Total for No. 2, 1884....! 101,118 09 



Total for Colored 6,510 92 

Total for No. 2, 1883 165,692 19 



Decrease of 1884 from 1883 $ 4,573 50 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 1,660 05 



Net increase in two years. 



3,080 65 



TO KO. 3 TEACHEBS, 1884. 

WTiitc males 5 23,202 06 

White females 10,403 78 



TO NO. 3 TEACHEBS, 1883. 

White males .S 25.847 05 

White females 14,803 71 



Total for white 39,000 44 Total for white 40,650 76 



Colored males.... 
Colored ftmales. 

Total for colored. 



1.517 87 Colored males.... 
2,714 05 Colored females 



2,378 19 
2,608 70 



4,232 52 Total for colored. 



4,986 95 



Total for No. 3, 1884 43,838 90 Total for No. 3, 1884 45,037 71 



Total white males, 1884 376,705 31 

Total white males, 1883 358,507 03 



Total to colored males, 1884 16.500 94 

Total to colored males, 1883 14,791 13 



Increase of '84 over *83.. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



18,197 C8 
3,932 96 



Increase of '81 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



Increase in two years 22,130 04 

Total to white females, 1884 242.079 90 

Total to white females, 1883 224,483 70 

Increase of '84 over '83 17.590 20 

Increase of '83 over '82 34,098 84 



Increase in two years. 



Total to colored females, 1884. 
Total to colored females, 1883. 



1,709 81 
944 03 

2,653 86 

6,289 34 
5,873 74 



Increase or '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



415 60 
571 43 



iQcrcasein two years. 52,295 10 



Increase in two years. 



887 03 



REPORT OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT. 
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Total paid white teachers, 1»W 618,785 •27 

Tot4il paid white teachers, 1883 682,991 33 

Increase of '84 over '83 35,793 94 

Increase of '83 over '82 38,631 80 

Increase in two years 74,425 74 

Total to male teachers, 1884 393,206 25 

Total to male teachers, 1883 373,298 76 

Increase of '84 over '83 19,907 49 

Increase of '83 over '82 4,877 01 



Total paid colored teachers, 1884..$ 22,790 
Total paid colored teachers, 1883.. 20,664 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over '82. 



2,125 41 



1,515 



Increase in two years.. 



3,640 89 



Total to female teachers, 1884 248,369 39 

Total to female teachers, 1883 230,357 44 



Increase of '84 over '83 18,011 8C( 

Increase of '»3 over '84 :^'),270 27 



Increase in two years 24,784 50 Increase in two years 53,282 13 

Total to teachers, 1884 041,575 5^ 

Total to teachers, 1883 603,656 20 



Increase of '84 over *83 37,919 35 

Increase of '83 over '82 40,147 28 

Increase in two years ^ 78,066 63 



IN 1884. 

For sherifTs commissions f 19,837 53 

Vor interest paid by sherifl's. 710 00 

For delinquent lists 22,103 01 

For examinations 2,452 95 

Overdrawn 5,124 54 



IN 1883. 
Forsheriflrs commissions $ 18,081 81 



For delinquent lists. 
For examinations..., 
Overdrawn 



13.308 13 
3.263 63 
6,806 71 



Total for 1884 50,288 03 



Total for 1883 41,460 28 



Total charges and expenses outside teachers' salaries, 1884 50,288 03 

Total charges and expenses, outside teachers' salaries, 1883 41,460 29= 



Increase of 1884 over 1883 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 



8,827 75 
4,765 631 



Total increase in two years 13,593 37 

Total disbursements for all purposes, 1884. 691,863 58 

Total disbursements for ail purposes, 1883 645,116 4& 

Increase of 1884 over 1883 46,747 10 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 44,912 91 



Total increase in two years 91,660 01 

Balance on hand unexpended July 1, 1884 99,079 33 

Balance on hand unexpended July 1, 1883 107,381 86 

Decrease of 1884 from 1883 8,302 53 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 38,237 43 



Net increase in two years 29,934 90 

Jteceipta and IHsbursementa of Building Fund for the Years Ending June 
30, 1883, and June 30, 1884, Compared with the> Year Ending Jun^ 
30, 1882. 

RECEIPTS, BUILDING FUND. 



IWstrict levies-, 1884; t 308.033 22 

OistTict levies, 1883 275,013 71 

Increflfle of 1864 over 1888 33,019 51 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 46,i73 82 



Increase in two yeftns 79,193 33 

Bfcilroftd tax?, 1884 13,674 15 

Biailroftd tax, 1886 8,821 47 



l^dcr^ase of' 1884 over 1883. 
ikcT^mot 1888 ov«r 1888 



I&crc»48e in two years. 
6 



4.852 68 
1,01257 

5,865 25 



Other sourcev, 1884 1 5,998 53 

Other sources, 1883 22,941 22. 

Decrease of 1884 from 1883... 17,002 00 

Decrease of 1883 from 1882 7,747 07 



Decrease in two years 24,749 80 



Sale delinquent lands, 1884.. 
Bale delinquent lands, 188S.. 



4,239 27 
198 Oft 



Increase of 1884 over 1883.... 
Decrease of 1888 from 18821.. 



4.046 21 
1,178- 7i 



Net increase in two yean. 



2,867 42 



42 
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Redemption delinquent lands, '<M. 2,CfiO 13 
Kedemption delinquent lands, '83. 8,617 76 



Transferred pupils, 18^ J 1,052 77 

Tmnsff^rred pupils, 1883 824 96 



Decrease of 1884 from 1883. 
Increase of 1883 over 1882... 



a)7 64 
3,926 84 



Increase of 1884 over 1883. 
Increase of 1883 over 1882 



!7 8l 
>5 22 



Net increase in two years. 



1,969 20 



Increase in two years. 



583 03 



Total receipts. 1884 406.407 9.'> 

Total reeeii»t8, 1883 375,016 97 

Increase of 1884 over 1883 8l,3G0 98 

Increase of 1883 ovsr 1882 115,518 79 



Balance on hand July 1, 1883 70,809 S9 

Balance on hand July 1, 1882 63,634 T9 



Incieasenf 1884 over 1883.. 
Increase of 1883 over 1882.. 



7.175 10 
8,890 89 



Total increase in two years 140,879 77 



Increase in two years. 11,065 99 



Total receipt^, 1881, incUidinR balance on hand Jnnc 30, ISS.*? 477,217 84 

Total receipts, 1883, including balance on hand June 30, 1882 438,681 76 

Increase of 1884 over 1883 38,536 08 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 119,409 68 



Total increase in two years 157,945 76 

DISBURSEMENTS, BUILDING FUND. 

FOR PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS. 



Bonded debt. 1884 S 13.648 67 

Bonded debt, 1883 7,749 CO 



Land, 1884 .$ .3.411 90 

Land, 18S3 •. 9,673 02 



Increase of 1881 over 1883.. 
Decrease of 1883 from 1882. 



5 899 07 
3,738 17 



Decrease of 1884 from 1883. 
Increase of 1883 over 1882... 



6,261 72 
5,837 40 



Net increase in two years. 



2,160 90 



Net decrease in two years. 



424 32 



School houses, 1884 97,192 51 

School houses, 1883 107,889 59 



Furniture, 1884 15,508 18 

Furniture, 1883 16,732 89 



Decieasc of 1884 from 18«3., 
Increase of 1883 over 1882... 



10,697 08 
8,902 75 



Decrease of 1884 from 1883. 
Increase of 1883 over 1882. 



1.224 71 
4,188 98 



Net decrease in two years. 



1,794 33 Net increase in two years. 



2,964 23 



Apparatus, 1H84. 
Apparatus, 1883. 



1.861 60 
1,380 58 



Increase of 1884 over 18^.., 
Decrease of 1883 from 1882. 



481 02 
504 68 



Total permanent improv's, 1884... 131.622 26 

Total permanent improv's, 1883... 143,425 68 

Decrease of 1884 over 1883 11,803 42 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 14,686 28 



Not Decrease in two years. 



23 66 



Net decrease in two years. 



2,883 81 



FOR CURRENT EXPENSEE. 



Rent, 1884 $ 1,878 89 

Rent, 1883 2,144 75 



Decrease of 1884 from 1883. 
Increase of 188:3 over 1882. 



• •••«•••• 



265 86 
29L 18 



Increase in two years. 



25 33 



Repairs, 1884 34.749 .•>3 

Repairs, 1883 32,703 47 



Fuel, 1884 36,778 01 

Fuel, 1883 85,461 72 

Increase of 1884 over 1883 1,316 29 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 ^ 12,839 14 

Increase in two years 14,155 48 

Sweep'g houses and build, fires, '84 2'),9.')9 77 

Sweep'g houses and build, fires, '83 24,071 29 



Increase of 1884 over 1883. 
lucreabe of 1883 over 1882. 



Increase in two years. 



Interest, 1884. 
Interest, 1883. 



Increase of 1884 over 1883... 
Increase of 1883 over 1882. 



Increase in two years. 



1.946 06 
4,901 92 

6,847 98 

4.085 34 
8,325 60 

7.59 74 
1,125 80 

1,885 04 



Increa.«e of 1884 over 1883. 
Increase of 1883 over 1882. 



1,888 4S 
6,491 65 



Increase in two years. 



8,880 13 



Contingencies, 1884 15,696 97 

Contingencies, 1883 „ 13,204 07 



Increase of 1884 over 1883. 
lucreaiie of 1883 over 1882. 



Increase in two years. 



2,492 90 
627 OS 

8.119^ 



Total for current expenses, 1884 119,0^ 61 

Total for current expenses, 1888 110,911 06 

Increase of 1884 over 1888 8,137 45 

Increase of 1888 over 1882 26,276 88 



Total increase in two jean 84,418 
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FOR TBANSA.CTINO THE BUSINEF8. 



Per diem members B. of E., 18SL^5 6.009 70 
Per diem members B. of E , 1883... 0,08 > 31 



Decrense of 1884 from 1883. 
Increase of 1883 over 1882.... 



Net increase in two years. 



Secretaries' salaries, 1884. 
Secretaries' salaries, 1883.. 



Decrease of 1884 from 1883. 
Increase of 1883 over 1882.. 



Net increase in two years. 



Enumeration, 1884. 
Enumeration, 1883.. 



Decrease of 1884 from 1883. 
Increase of 1883 over 1882. 



Net increase in two years. 



7.> (U 
377 18 

301 57 



0,010 00 
0,128 20 



118 20 
200 70 

151 50 

307 n 
344 39 



37 28 
00 14 



SherifTs commissions, 1884 S 14.396 79 

Sherifl"s commissions, 1883 12,889 98 



Increase of 1884 over 18*'3. 
Increase of 1883 over 1882. 



1.506 81 
3,862 64 



Increase in two years 5,309 45 

Secretaries' annual reports, 1884... 3,513 00 
Secretaries' annual reports, 1883... 3,525 50 



Decrease of 1884 from 1883. 
Increase of 188:3 over 1882.... 



12 50 
110 50 



Net increase in two years. 



Fee bills, insurance, &o., 1884. 
Fee bills, insurance, dec, 1883. 



98 00 

3,.574 19 
4,643 93 



DecrcHse of 1884 from 1883. 
Decrease of 1883 from 1882.. 



1,069 74 
803 11 



22 86 Decrease in two years. 



1,872 85 



Total expenses for transacting school Vmsiness 1884 33,810 79 

Total expenses for transacting school business, 1883 33,618 31 

• 

Increase of 1884 over 1883 193 48 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 3,877 t)5 



Increase in two years. 



4,070 53 



F0» DELINQUENT CH XRGE8, 40. 

1884. Iu83. 

Delinquent lists $ 18,618 19 Delinquent lists $ 10,632 81 

Exonerations. I,.'"y20 93 Exonerations 1,918 28 

Transferred pupils 941 20 Transferred pupils 1,749 35 



Total for 1884 21,080 32 



Total for 1883 14,300 44 



Increase of '84 over '83. 
Increase of '83 over *82. 



6,785 88 
7-39 95 



Total increase in two years. 



7,525 83 



Total disbursements for all purposes. 1884 305.567 88 

Total disbursements for all purposes, 1883 302,254 49 

Increase of '84 over '8.3. 3,313 39 

Increase of '83 over '82 86,579 65 



Total increase in two years 39,893 04 

Balance on hand unexpended June 30th, 1884 113.876 81 

Balance on hand unexpended June 30th, 18b8 80,732 90 

Increase of '84 over '83 .33,143 91 

Increase of '83 over '82 40,935 63 



Increase in two years. 



74,079 53 



RECAPITULATION OF TEACHERS' AND BUILDING FUNDS. 

TOTAL RECEIPTS. 

Teachers' fund, 1884 .f 6av»23 04 Teachers' fund, 1883 687.560 21 

Building fund, 1884 406.407 95 Building fund, 1883 375,046 97 

Total for both funds, 1884 1,102.030 99 Total for both funds, 1883 1,062,607 18 

Balance on hand July 1, 1883 166,129 76 Balance on hand July 1, 188*2. 128,572 92 

Total receipts, 1884. for both funds, including balance on hand July 1, 1883 1,268.160 75 

Total rec«>ipt8, 1883, for both funds, including balance on hand July 1, 1882. 1,191,180 10 

Increase of 1884 over 1883 76,980 65 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 202,.560 02 



Total increase In two years 279,540 67 
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TOTAL DISBURSEMBKTa. 

Teachers' fund, 1884 $ 691,868 58 Tenchcrs' fand. 1888 6«l,n6 4^ 

Building fund, I8a4 305.567 88 Building fund, 1883 802/.^ 49 

Total for both funds, 1884. 997,431 46 To4al for both funds, 1884. 947,378 9f 

Increase of 1884 over 1883 50,060 49 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 81,492 56 



Total increase in two years. 131,553 06 

Balance on hand of both funds unexpended July 1, 1884 „ 270,729 !» 

Balance on hand of both funds unexpended July 1, 1888 143,809 IS 

Increase of 1884 over 1888 120.920 16 

Increase of 1883 over 1882 37,455 97 



Increase in two years « 164.376 13 

COST OF EDUCATION, PER CAPITA PER TERM. 

Based on enumeration, including all expenses, 1884 9 4 HI 

Based on enumeration, including all expenses, 1883 4 18 

Increase of '84 over '88 04 

Based on enrolment, including all expcnsess 1891 A 1% 

Based on enrolment, including all expenses, 1838 b 08 

8« 

Based on average daily attendance, including all expenses, 1884 9 32 

Based on average daily attendance, including all expenses, 1883. 9 33 

f — — 

Decrease of '84 from '83 ; 01 

Based on enumeration, including teachers' salaries and all current expenses, 1884 8 38 

Based on enumeration, including teachers,' salaries and all current expenses, Ififctt % 81 

Increase of 1884 over 18^3, f? 

Based on enrolment, including teachers/ sfilaries, and all current expenses, 1881:... 4f 63 

Based on enrolment, including teachers' salaries and all current expenses, 1883 4 56 



■•■• 



Increase of 1884 over 1883 Qgt 

Based on av. daily attendance, including teachers and all current expenses, 1884.. 7 66 

Based on av. daily attendance, including teachers and uU current expenses, 1883.. 7 47 

Increase of 1884 over 1883 Q0( 

AVEBAGE BATE OF TAXATION. 

Por teachers' furd for 1884 J* » 

For teachers' fund for 1883 27 

Por building fund for 1884 19 

For building fund for 1883 19 

VALUATION OF BEAL AND PEBSONAL PBOPEBTY. 

Valuation for 1884 $164,946,67& 

Valuation for 1883 144,146,502- 

Increase of 1884 over 1883 10,800.178 

FEES FOB EXAMINATION. 

Receipts for 1884 .8 4,693 08 

Tk4.Kii*<.A»i.^*if. ififij / Paid examiners 4,282 79 

Disbursements 1884 j p^^^ ^^^ notJcps,&c. to sheriff. 860.2J. 



PEABODY FUM1>. 



4,598* OOr 



Receipts for 1884. r 2;i556*00^ 

Receipts for 1883 « 2.000 0% 

Total for two year» 4,550 08^ 

Expenditures 1884 2,117 6(lb 

Expenditures 1888 2,288, 28» 

Total lor two years , ^ 4|392.84 

Balanoe « 157 18 



leEI^OISTS 



OF 



0OUETY SUPERffiTENDEETS 



FOR THE 



S0HOOL YEARS ENDING JUNE 30. 1883-4. 



BARBOUR COUNTY, FOR 1882-3.— W. D. Zinn, SupH. 

With pleasure I transmit to you my second annual report of the 
Free Schools of Barbour county. I have found it impossible to get 
accurate reports from all of the secretaries, some teachers failing to 
fill all the blanks of the Term Register, and some of the secretaries 
misunderstanding the instructions and explanations given. The 
blanks sent me for the secretaries do not correspond with my an- 
nual report blank. 

The past year has been the most eventful and successful in the 
history of Free Schools. The system is rapidly growing in favor 
among the taxpayers. 

NEWSPAPERS IN SCHOOL. 

In my annual visits, the first year, I found a great many families 
destitute of papers. I conceived the idea of creating a taste for read- 
ing by placing newspapers in the schools. Arrangements were made 
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with the editors'of our county papers, by which papers could be 
furnished at a nominal cost. A great many schools subscribed for 
papers, which were carefully perused. But this year the editors 
nave become so imbued with the missionary spirit, as to offer to 
furnish the papers gratutiously to every school that will send them 
its address. 

INSTITUTE OF 1882. 

The institute, conducted by Prof. A. L. Wade, was no less success- 
ful than the one the previous year ; and I was much gratified, in my 
visits to the schools, to find the teachers using the methods taught 
them at the institute. The word method for teaching reading and 
written spelling are no longer untried theories. Music is now made 
a part of the daily programme of most of our schools — an exercise 
that was hardly thought of until recently. Two years ago there 
were but three geographical globes used in the schools ; now there 
are sixty-five small globes in the hands of teachers. 

PER CENTUM OF ATTENDENCE OF THE ENUMERATION. 

Believing that the greatest objection that can be urged against 
our Free School system, is the small attendance, I determined, on 
beginning my visits, to make a greater effort towards increasing the 
attendance, but, before I had time to solicit aid, some of our enthusi- 
astic young men, who know the importance of the education of the 
masses, came to the front and offered the following named rewards, 
as incentives to better attendance : 

Mr.. Fred S. Byer, of Philippi, offered a county banner to the 
school that made the highest per cent, of the enumeration ; Mr. S. 
V. Woods offered a geographical globe twelve inches in diameter, 
to the school that made the largest increase in the daily average at- 
tendance over last year, and Mr. D. W. Gall proposed to present a 
copy of Webster's unabridged dictionary to the teacher who made 
the next highest per cent, of attendance. The premiums were 
awarded, at our last county institute, to the following named schools 
and teacher : 

The county banner to the Barnett school, of Glade district, taught 
by James S. Poling ; the globe to the Jerusalem school, of Philippi 
district, taught by John L. Malcom, and the dictionary to L. H. 
Talbot, of Union district. The banner and globe are to be competed 
for each succeeding year upon the same basis. In addition to the 
above named premiums, I offered a district banner to the school in 
each district that made the highest per cent, of attendence. These 
banners were awarded at meetings, held for that purpose, last spring. 

I desire to acknowledge a very pleasant visit from yourself to the 
meetings and banner presentations of Philippi and Pleasant dis- 
tricts. Just what good these rewards have done, we are unable to 
say at present. Our attendance was increased several per cent, and 
would have been much greater had it not been for the general sick- 
ness that prevailed throughout the county. 
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The subject is now properly before the people and under the 
•efficient management of my successor, Mr. E. D. Gall, we shall 
•expect a much larger increase in the attendance next year. 

THE GRADUATING SYSTEM. 

We held examinations in six districts, for the purpose of grant- 
ing honorary certificates to those who had completed a course of 
study in the primary branches. There were twenty-five diplomas 
issued. A number of the graduates will teach the ensuing year. The 
•examinations were conducted by myself and two or more teachers 
of the county. 

DISTRICT INSTITUTES 

Were held in each district in the county during the term of school. 
Some of these meetings were attended by school officers, patrons 
and all of the teachers. The discussions were interesting and in- 
structive. 

CONTESTS. 

Two spelling contests were held, one in Elk and one in Cove dis- 
trict. Premiums consisting of books amounting to thirty-seven 
dollars were awarded to the successful contestants of Elk district. 
This was one of the most pleasant educational meetings that we 
ever witnessed in the county. The large church in which it was 
held was crowded all day long. The contest in Cove was also a 
very pleasant and profitable meeting. The premiums consisted of 
maps, books and subscription to papers. 

COUNTY INSTITUTE. 

The Institute held at Philippi last June and conducted by Prof. 
John A. Watson was never surpassed in the county. The teachers, 
having been taught a very important lesson the previous year, with 
few exceptions, reported the first day. One hundred and two 
teachers were enrolled, making a daily average attendance of 
ninety-two. The lectures given by Prof. Watson were interesting 
And practical. He is at home in a teachers' institute. 

SELECT SCHOOLS. 

We had two select schools the last spring, one taught by Mr. E. 
D. Gall, at Burnersville, and one by Prof. Jas. S. Cornwell, at Peel 
Tree. The people have become so completely captivated by Prof. 
OornwelPs method of teaching and the influence his school is 
ivielding, that a joint stock company has been formed and work is 
now progressing on a college and normal school building. It is 
situated in one of the most beautiful and healthful sections of this 
part of the State, and under the control of the present principal we 
predict for Elberon a brilliant future. 

SCHOOL HOUSES AND GROUNDS. 

Many things are yet needed to make our school houses and sur- 
roundings what we would desire, but we must reach the desired im- 
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provements gradually. Our people are not able to furnish the 
means to equip our schools all at once. I am in hearty sympathy 
with your movement toward beautifying the school grounds by- 
planting shade trees, but our school houses not being enclosed, we 
have done nothing in that direction. 



THE OUTLOOK. 

The prospect of our schools was never brighter. Our teachers are 
becoming more zealous and progressive, the people more liberal, and 
the co-operation of teachers and patrons much more extensive. 

WHAT WE NEED. 

In a number of districts we need better houses, better furniture, 
more apparatus, a longer term of school, an increase of teachers 
who make teaching a profession, a larger per cent, of attendance 
and last but not least an increase in the salary of teachers. 

I feel myself under great obligations to you for the many favors 
received from your hands, and espf^cially for the promptness you 
have exercised in answering my many queries. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Miss Edie Bartlett 1 

George W Stalnaker 1 

Stewart Wilmoth 1 

John G Digman 2 

W A Unstead 2 

E B Wilmoth 1 

Miss Flora C Wilmoth 1 

Mrs ME Harris 1 

AH Barnett 3 

AB Moore 1 

E C Moore 1 

L S Poling 2 

James S Poling 1 

Miss A E Poling 2 

Lewis Phillips 3 

Miss A M Wilmoth 1 

W HStalnaker 1 

Miss Dnlcena Kittle 2 

W B Baker 3 

A G Bartlett 2 

.lames Coberly 3 

James R Carter 3 

J E Auvil 2 

JN Deahl 1 

JDShowalter 1 

J A Dunham 1 

iJT McKinney 1 

Miss Ella Showalter 3 

Ira Robinson 2 

RL Woodford 2 

TPDouglas 1 



RJ Dunham 1 

JamesW Gawthrop i 

Nelson Hofftnan 2 

J A McCann 3 

J C McKinney 2 

LD McKinney 2 

Samuel Moran 3 

MissEffie Matlic 2 

H DMartiin i 

S L O'Neal 1 

N H Poling 2 

A 8 Poling 2 

JW Poling 1 

NC Poling S 

Miss S R Phillips l 

A C Stewart 2 

J C Strader 2 

SS Talbott 1 

J L Talbott 1 

J G Vanscoy 3 

S S Zinn l 

G L Hudkins 1 

G L Rusmisel 1 

RF Payne 2 

CM Murphy 3 

John DStalnaker 2 

E D Bean 2 

John L Malcom i 

Mrs F S Zinn l 

Charles Robinson l 



BARBOUR COUNTY FOR 1884— E. D. Gall, SupH. 

Marked prosperity and success have attended the school work the 
past year. Eighty-five white teachers and three colored ones were 
employed in the year. These taught on an average, a little over four 
months. But two schools were in session less than four months. 
One of these schools closed three days before the term expired for 
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want of funds, the other closed for other causes. Philppi Independ- 
ence district had a term of six months. There is an increasing 
interest manifested in the cause of education. At my visitations I 
found the schools with few exceptions, in a prosperous condition. 
I found the teachers generally earnest, energetic and competent, the 
pupils confident and enthusiastic. At many of the schools I was 
met by the patrons and school ofiicers who manifested a very deep 
interest in the school-work, and showed a great appreciation of the 
efforts of the teachers. 

Teachers have worked more earnestly the past year than ever be- 
fore, and the result of their labors is seen in an increased attendance 
and a greater interest manifested. The system in this county is a 
fixed fact, and though there may be a fexo opposed to it, the great 
mass of the people feel that the Free Schools are second to no other 
interest and anxiously watch the work of school ofiicers. 

The different districts are under the care of intelligent Boards of 
Education whose only fault, we think, is economy. Most of the 
districts have comfortable houses, but some are indifferently supplied 
with both houses and furniture. Valle}'' district needs three or four 
new houses but is not able to build at present, as the law does not 
allow a levy of over forty cents for building purposes. We think 
there could be beneficial legislation on this section of the law. 
Philippi district contemplates building two houses this season so as 
to be ready for schools the present year. 

The greatest hindrance to the progress of our schools is the 
meagre salary paid teachers. This drives many of the more experi- 
enced teachers to other counties, and some from the profession. 
There is nothing more encouraging in the future outlook of the 
schools than the effort made by teachers to improve themselves and 
to elevate the standard of teaching. 

There have been three schools in the county this summer at which 
some forty or fifty teachers have been preparing themselves for the 
profession. Several have been in attendance at the Fairmont Normal 
School, some at Flemington College, and four or five are at Lebanon, 
Ohio. The aim of the Board of Examiners is to gradually elevate 
the standard till a No. 1 certificate will mark a very high degree of 
excellence. 

The revised text books were used to some extent in nearly all the 
schools. They have given general satisfaction, and the opinion is 
•expressed by many that they will take the place of the old ones en- 
tirely in the course of a year or two. This is desirable, as both kinds 
in the schools cause a double number of classes and cripple the 
■efficiency of the schools to a considerable extent. There were eight 
district institutes held during the year, most of which were well 
attended and great interest was manifested in the methods discussed. 
Many improved methods of instruction have been successfully intro- 
duced the past year. 

Looking back over the work of the last scholastic year we can 
but congratulate ourselves on the result. Following a year that 
was remarkable for enthusiasm in the school work and that was 
fiided by artificial stimulants, many felt that if the attendance could 
be kept up to what it then was we might regard the years work with 
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satisfaction. Determined to increase the attendance if possible on 
a more solid basis, we made an earnest appeal to the teachers to 
inspire their pupils to attend school for tne love of an education. 
Success has crowned the effort and we enter upon the work of thc- 
present year with renewed energy and determination. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



C T Morrin 1 

James H Martin 1 

James S Cornwell, Jr 1 

W W Kerr 1 

James C'ofI'man 1 

W W Right 1 

J W Ramsey 1 

A J Hathaway 1 

James H Felton 1 

L D (iall , 1 

Jonathan Hathaway I 

RA Douglass 1 

J E McVfcker 1 

G M Right 1 

James M M Bcnnedum 1 

J 8 W Deane 1 

J A Lewis a. 1 

A K Martin 1 

Columbus Fridley 1 

W H Wentz 2 

A L Taylor 2 

John J Bartlett 2 

R L Reger 2 

John G Digman 2 

C M Moore 2 

Nelson Hoffman 2 

EE&tevens 2 

B F Taylor 2 

W A Wagoner ;.. 2 

L <; Bowman 2 

C M Murphy 2 

D J Curry 2 



C Fridley 2 

A G Crislip 2 

James S Ck>rnwell 1 

Samuel Moran „ ^ 

G W Shaffer 3 

DJ Curry 3 

Eli&ha Newman 3 

S E Bailey 

A J Barnett 

W A Wagoner Q 

N S Fleming 

J O Rosier 

A J Barnett. Q 

I A Baughman Q- 

Miss Ada J Reed 1 

Miss Dulcena Kittle 1 

Lou Reger 1 

M. J O'Brion 1 

Miss Anna O'Brion t 

Miss Maggie O'Brien.-. 2 

Ida J Bartlett 2 

MayM Rhor 2 

Maggie Reger 2 

Lucy Rhor 2 

Flora Dadismau 2" 

EC Matlic 2 

Ella Showalter 2 

M F Batson 2- 

Ella Stark 2 

Sadie E Barnett 2 

Sadie E Barnett 

Ida BBailey 2 



BERKELEY COUNTY FOR 1882-3— J. P. Stump, SupH. 

I have the pleasure of handing you herewith my fourth annual 
report as County Superintendent of Berkeley county. 

It is very gratifying for me to know that during the past four years 
our school system has made some progress in this county — I might 
safely add, considerable progress. I speak this with no spirit of 
egotism, for I claim but little of the credit due. Other influences, 
which I shall hereafter mention, have brought about these pleasing^ 
results. Our schools, very generally, are in excellent condition. 
Our houses are substantial and comfortable, our teachers are com-^ 
petent and are accomplishing good results. They are not teaching 
merely for the ^'almighty dollar," but their aim seems to be to have 
their scholars show to those with whom they associate, that they 
have been taught something ; they are conscientious in the discharge 
of their duties. At one time the notion seemed to prevail that each 
school must have a new teacher every year. That idea has been 
exploded, and where a teacher does his duty he is now retained year 
after year. The good results of this are evident to those who under- 
stand the working of our schools. In one school year a teacher just 
commences fairly to understand his scholars and to get them in 
proper training. If teachers are changed every year, and new 
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* 

teachers come with new ideas and methods, it is calculated to 
embarrass the scholars, and their improvement is thus retarded. 

Our officers are evincing much more interest in our schools than 
in former years. This is one great cause of their advancement. 

Our institutes have been first-class, and well attended by our 
teachers. This is one of the great influences that has pushed our 
cause forward. 

Competent judges declare that the "Peabody Institute," held in 
June, '83, under the auspices of Profs. DeGraff and Wade, with assist- 
ance from Dr. Newell, of Maryland, and your honorable self, sir, by 
far excelled any other ever held in this county. Teachers univer- 
sally claim that they derived very great benefit from its teachings. 

What we need in this county, to further the condition of our 
schools, or rather the advancement of the scholars, is longer terms. 
In some districts the schools run eight months, in others only seven, 
while in others six months is the limit. My impression is, that in 
a county like this, our schools should be kept up ten months of the 
3'^ear ; surely not less than nine. 

The salaries of our teachers, too, are entirely too low ; think of it, 
$28.00 per month for a teacher holding a No. 1 certificate. This is 
a shame, and I fear will eventually have the effect to drive some of 
our best teachers from the work. Upon the whole, however, our 
outlook for the future is encouraging, and I trust that the good 
results flowing from our schools may be more patent under the 
management of my worthy successor than they have been in the 
past. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Bettie M Clapham 1 

Alice C Ambrose 2 

Lizzie M Gordon 

Laura BellTabler 

Jennie Shaffer 

Sallio A Stuckey 

Laura B Harley 

Myrtie M Bender 

Laura Hazlewood 

Mrs Annie Small 

Mrs Florence Loyd 

Ellen Wagner 

Mary C Paull 

Mary E Clapham 

Jennie McCune 

Mrs M V Timberlake 

Sarah C Johnson 2 

Lucy Ford 2 

George W Greene 2 

David W Lee 2 

Nicholas Mosby 3 

Clarance H ('ookus 1 

George H.Dehaven 2 



EBPittsnogle 2 

Cyrus H Wayble 

I W Wood 

Charles W Foltz 

E W Vanraeter 

George W M Tabler 

Emory C Howard 

Joseph A Downs 

Moses G Albright 

George N Vanmeter 

W F Smith 

C W Boyer 

C W McKown 

J S Whitmer 

Philip T Keesucker 

George W Horner 

J F B Gregory 

Tucker Borren 

Henry C Evans 

C C Tabler 

Thomas H Avey 

Lewis W Scudamore 



BERKELEY COUNTY FOR 1884— S. L. Dodd, SupH. 

Berkeley county lies in the eastern Pan Handle, and is one of the 
finest in the State. The western part of the county has two parallel 
ranges of mountains separated by Back Creek valley. A diversity 
of hill and dale serves to give variety to this mountain valley iso- 
lated from the more favored eastern part by the first range — North 
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mountain. East of this mountain lies the fertile Shenandoah valley. 
That part of it occupied by Berkeley has two more ridges of less 
importance than the North mountain referred to. One reaches 
from Gerardstown and beyond north to the Potomac known as 
Apple Pie ridge, and the other farther east is called the "Pine Hills." 
Whilst the people from all parts of the county often visit Martins- 
burg, yet the portion west of North mountain find it so distant that 
for .convenience they have established churches, stores, mills, 
schools and a line of postoffices, all of which are designed to give 
independence to the people of this valley. As a natural conse- 
quence, habits peculiar to themselves are formed. Their ideas of 
education, as a class, difi*er from those in the east. They are apt to 
give especial attention to certain branches and neglect others. 
English grammar suffers, arithmetic flourishes. The Pine Hill 
region is similar to the above described. There are other peculiari- 
ties, too, that may be noted with interest. While these people do 
not hold such valuable landed estates, generally they are able to pay 
for what they have, which can not be said of all others. 

I have thus given a topographical description to show why our 
schools are somewhat different in similar communities. There is 
not that uniformity that should exist in our schools, and I am of 
opinion uniformity will not exist until some form of graduation be 
adopted. This we have debated at length in our institute. 

SCHOOL HOUSES. 

We built but two last year. We are in need of several more, and 
our boards have decided to build substantial structures that will be 
an honor and an ornament to the county. Hedgesville district will 
place a building at a cost of more than $3,000. We are looking for- 
ward to better buildings, better furniture, apparatus, &c. 

FURNITURE. 

We are supplying our old schools with later improved desks, and 
welcome the day when every "box desk" will be banished from our 
county. "Furniture men" have found out our intention, and we 
are flooded with "drummers," thus giving us every advantage to get 
good work. 

INSTITUTES. 

Our county has been favored with fine instructors year after year 
and never before have we been more ably instructed than we have 
been this year under the direction of Hon. Thos. W. Harvey, Profs. 
A. L. Wade and Geo. E. Little. 

BOOKS. 

Our citizens should not complain from change of books, since 
we have made but one change since 1*866, and that was in the gram- 
mar. I now recommend that McGuffey's revised series of readers 
be substituted for the old ones, as the publishers are so anxious that 
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their new books be recognized, that they agree to take the old and 
worn out books corresponding to the new ones in exchange, paying 
freight both ways, charging a sum so small that any owner of a 
soiled book would be a gainer in the transaction. 

TEACHERS. 

We have an earnest and enthusiastic corps of teachers who are 
•doing good work and we cannot but regret that many of them are 
literally forced, year after year, to seek employment in fields where 
greater inducements are ofiered. The profession of teacher should 
be so remunerative that once a teacher alwavs a teacher. Were our 
teachers so paid that a No. 1 certificate commanded a salary 
that its holder could not afibrd to drop the profession, and a 
No. 3 teacher would not be justified in following it, we should 
have such an educational revival as we should like to witness. 
Take the average teacher whose wages are $26.88 ; from this deduct 
$10, and you have $16.88 to pay for educational journals, (and it 
will be but right to state that nine-tenths of our teachers are sub- 
scribers for some educational paper) library, examination fee, insti- 
tute attendance and board, decent clothing, and a hundred other 
things to make him a "full-fledged" teacher, and a very small pit- 
tance will be left subject to his check. 

SCHOOL LAW. 

There should be uniformity of salary in all territory under the 
jurisdiction of our Board of Examiners. This is manifest when you 
remember that A, B and C are teachers commanding a No. 1 cer- 
tificate, taken the same day, by answering the same per cent, of the 
same questions under the same examiners. Now, mark the distinc- 
tion. A goes to Hedgesville and teaches for $40, (these figures 
assumed for convenience) B takes Falling Waters at $30, and C 
secures a school in Gerardstown at $35. A's school continues six 
months, B's seven months, and C's eight months. Is there anything 
fair about this? Again, an out-going Superintendent should not be 
allowed to select a Board of Examiners for his successor. 



INDEPENDENT DISTRICT. 

The city of Martinsburg being independent, does not come under 
this report, but it may be pertinent to remark, that the city is 
divided into five wards, each having a graded school, first ward 
excepted. The teachers of these schools have been selected from 
the graduates of the grammar school, where they have had a close 
training under the superintendency of Prof. Gerhardt, who is 
also City Superintendent, and his corps of select teachers. A new 
grammar school building has been erected which arrests the atten- 
tion of every builder. This school gave an entertainment recently, 
which showed that neither trouble was spared nor talent wanting. 
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The proceeds were to be used to purchase a telescope for the obser- 
vatory of the new school building. 

EXPLANATIONS. 

We have so small a supply of apparatus, that it was not reported 
in several districts. No special pains have been taken to fence our 
school grounds, and many sites were formerly selected which were 
not suited to trees. We have reported no improvements in school 
grounds. This is not exactly correct, since trees and shrubbery 
have been planted in nearly every ground upon which trees would 
grow. This tree planting was begun so few years ago that they have- 
not added much to the comfort of the school yet. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



N B Horst 1 

John T Baxter 2 

6 Ed Grove 1 

C E Feather 3 

D D Feather 2 

GW Holley, (col'd) 2 

John W Corsey, (col'd) 2 

George W Horner 3 

George H Cardozo. (col'd) 2 

P J Cardozo, (col'd) 1 

A C Shippen, (col'd) 1 

I W Wood 1 

EC Howard... 1 

PTKesecker 2 

Arkie E Poole 3 

J F B Gregory 1 

Ferdinand Hesse 3 

C C Tabler 1 

M J Simpson, (col'd) 1 

S J Whitraer 2 

C H Cookus 1 

George VV Green 3 

C W Kesecker 2 

E W Vanmeter 2 



D W Lee. (col'd) J^ 

Charles J Custer 2 

TH Avey 2 

M Ella Dodd 1 

Mary E Boyer I 

Mary E Johnson ^ 2- 

Jennette Pile, (col'd) 3 

Florence Lloyd 1 

Ellen Wagener ., 2 

Alice B Smaltz 3 

Myrtle Bender 3^ 

Alice Ambrose „ 2 

Sallie A Stuckey 3 

Sarah C Johnson, (col'd) 3 

Lucy Ford, (col'd) 8- 

Mabel Henshaw 2 

Ella M. Bowers 2 

Vallie V Henshaw 1 

Laura Hazelwood 2 

Ada C Dodd 1 

Maggie EKyner 2 

Laura V Eversole 1 

OUie Hazelwood 3- 

Jennie Ambrose 3 



BOONE COUNTY FOR 1882-3— G. M. Ball, SupH, 

I submit my fourth annual report of the Free Schools of Boone 
county for the school year commencing July 1, 1882, and ending 
June 80, 1883. The progress was not as good as desired. The causes- 
cannot be attributed to any particular* one thing. The fault is not 
entirely the teacher's. There should be co-operation among parents^ 
teacher and pupil. The school officers should act wisely their part 
to keep up progress. The teachers of the present age have taken a 
higher stand in the scale of improvement than ever before. I think 
among the teachers of Boone there has been an improvement in the- 
last year of useful knowledge of at least 20 per cent. If the teachers 
could subscribe for some educational paper it would enable them to 
do more efficient work. The Institute held at Boon^ C. H. conducted 
by Prof. W. J. Kenny, proved very beneficial to teachers present, 
forty-two in attendance. I would not forget to mention the prompt- 
ness with which Messrs. W. T. and John R. Smoot, Sheriffs, pay 
over all school money. They are always prompt and accurate in 
their settlements. Relating to the present school law I would sug- 
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gest some changes I think would be beneficial to teachers and the 
community at large. Twenty days instead of twenty-two should 
constitute a school month. A teacher's certificate ought to be good 
anywhere in the State, if it be not less than ninety per cent on a 
general average. My successor, Mr. A. \V. Croft, is a worthy young 
man both in character and mental ability. I think he will do ample 
justice in his office. 

Among my many visits to the difierent schools of this county I 
have been cordially received among the good citizens of Boone. 
As I retire from office, I feel that I have the good wishes of the 
teachers and citizens in general. For the kind and prompt manner 
in which you have corresponded with me I most heartily wish you 
success, honor and long life. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES: 



John C Thomas... 

John H Wood 

L F Viekers 

Joseph F Hager... 
George W Massey 
Isaac L Eustace... 

H S Combs 

Charles M Ball 

A B Ballard 

A W Croft 

EH Ball 

H 8 Williams 

John Morris.; 

George Adkins 

H F Bailey 

John B Hager , 

Lula M Samuel.... 

Eliza J Easter 

Ada A Harless 

Sarah Keffer 

Mary J Gardner... 



Flora E Hopkins I 

Anna L Wood 1 

Nauie J Hunter 1 

B F Ball 2 

J M Grose 2. 

Joseph H Ball 2 

C M Turley 2 

8 E Bradley ? 2 

W B F Ball 

William H Epling 

A B Whittin 

J T Griffith 

G W Andrews 

James Kinder 

LorenaG Barrett 

Sylvester Nelson 

Rufus Pauley 

Alice Mullins (col'di 

Nancy J Gore (col'd) 2 

Lucind Mullins (col'd) Z 



BOONE COUNTY FOR 1884— A. W. Croft, Sup't 

After waiting beyond the limit of the law for the filing of the 
secretaries' reports, they were finally received too late to return for 
correction. I have arranged their data as best I could, and I now 
submit to you my annual report of the condition of the schools of 
this county for the year ending June 30, 1884. Owing to the failure 
of the trustees to report to the secretaries, and to other causes, a 
number of items in the statistical part are not reported ; but the 
financial, the most important part, will be found full and, I trust, 
correct as well. 

The Boards of Education in Scott, Peytona and Washington dis- 
tricts, at the first meeting last year, increased the salary per month 
of No. 1 teachers from $26 to $30 in Scott ; from $26 to $28 in 
Peytona; and from $25 to $26 in Washington. Not a very mate- 
rial increase, it is true, but still a very encouraging one, when it is 
remembered that for eight years prior to that time teachers' salaries 
had tended steadily downward. I hope and believe that the change 
for the better, slight as it is, marks the turning point in the tide, 
and that henceforth our schools will never go begging for teachers 
at the pitiful sum of $15 to $20 per month. I am the more hopeful 
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of this, as our Boards have this year made still further advances 
without a single retrogade movement, as will appear by my next 
report. 

Our schools during the past year have been more prosperous than 
usual, our teachers doing more work and with more enthusiasm 
than for several years heretofore. This, I believe, is also likely to 
prove lasting, as they have begun their schools this year with 
renewed ardor and unabated enthusiasm. 

I recognize the value of our county institutes, and fully appreciate 
the importance of the work done by them, but at the same time it is 
apparent that the time is too brief and the range of subjects too 
great to admit of that thoroughness which should characterize their 
work. In view of this fact I would therefore recommend the hold- 
ing of institutes in every county in the State to continue one month 
or more ; attendance thereon for two weeks, at least, to be compul- 
sory, as at present ; the exercises to consist of recitations, &c., pre- 
pared beforehand, as in a well ordered school, rather than in a 
series of mere lectures on a variety of subjects by the conductor or 
county Superintendent. In short, to be so arranged in every particu- 
lar that the term, county normal school, shall be more fitting than 
countv institute. 

We are fully conscious, even in this remote portion of the State, 
of the forward impetus you have given our schools during your 
incumbency of your present office. And, I assure you, I do but 
express the sentiments of myself, our teachers, and all the friends 
of an efficient school system, in saying that we have the highest 
appreciation of the ability, wisdom and energy with which you 
have discharged its important duties ; and that it is with the most 
profound regret on our part that so efficient a head of our system — 
one who has been tried by the test of experience, who has been 
"weighed in the balances and not found wanting" — must be immo- 
lated on the political altar to give place to one who, however able 
he may be, is "new in the faith'' and wholly untried. May the 
Lord hasten the day when our schools and all connected therewith 
shall be removed from under the bane of politics. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Robert E Hanna 2 George A Adkins 1 

CF Pauley 2 John T Griffith 2 

Benjamin F Ball 2 G M Ball „ 2 

CMTurley 1 C F Eager S 

William R Pauley 1 Joseph CHager 2 

S E Bradley 1 H S Combs 2 

J C Thomas 2 Laura G Barrett 2 

JW Hopkins 1 Mary J Gardner 2 

Isaac L Eustace 2 Nannie J Hunter 1 

Sylvester Nelson 2 Nedora Hunter 2 

G W Massey 2 Mary E Hopkins 2 

Joseph F Hager 1 Mary W Hopkins 2 

EH Ball 2 Lottie Wourddorflf. 1 

JFDBroman 2 E J Easter 2 

L F Viekers 1 Ada A Harless ..'. i 

John Morris 1 Malinda Gore, (col'd) 

James Kinder 2 N J Gore, (col'd) 

M F Adkins 1 
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BRAXTON COUNTY FOR 1882-3. 
(Report Lost in Mails.) 

BRAXTON COUNTY FOR 1884.— Amos Bright, SupL 

I hereby forward to you my annual report of Free Schools for 
Braxton county. You will see from this report that there were but 
eighty-nine schools taught in this school year. There were levies 
laid for ninety-eight schools, but owing to the scarcity of teachers 
and the lack of suitable houses, but eighty-nine of them were taught. 
The different districts have made arrangements for building several 
new houses this fall, and the probability is there will be a hundred 
schools in the present school year. The progress of the schools of 
this county for the past year has been satisfactory in most particu- 
lars, but- there has not been that improvement that is possible. This 
is attributable mainly to two facts; first, the great majority of our 
teachers are quite young in the profession ; second, the wages paid 
in this county are not sufficient to call forth the best talent. But 
few of our teachers follow teaching as a profession. The most of 
them only make the art a stepping stone to something better, and 
while this is the case we cannot hope to see our schools prosper as 
they should. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

W K Bender 1 

J P Berry 1 

J P Berry 1 

8 B Bowyer 1 

J E Cutlip 2 

E W Cutlip 1 

SB Cook 2 

SB Cook 2 

J W Cook 1 

JW Cook 1 

George Conrad 1 

R L Coburn 1 

W F Duffield 1 

J Dell 1 

J Dell 1 

L J Fisher 2 

J W Friend .* 2 

J S Garee 1 

EC Garee 1 

EC Garee 1 

M L Gibson 2 

ML Gibson 2 

MF Gibson 1 

RM Gross 2 

GR Gibson 1 

W H Greene 1 

W H Greene 1 

BP Hall 1 

A Hamric 1 

A Hamric 1 

N B Hamic 1 

N B Hamric 1 

TJ Hosey 2 

H H Jackson 3 

I M Lake 2 

W H McCauley 1 

W H McCauley 1 

W M McCoy 1 

D S Morton 1 

J L Ligeet 1 

WT Napier 1 

J GPerine 1 

Joseph A Pierson 1 

James A Pier. 1 

HH Pierson 1 

J LDQueen 2 



JN Rusmisel 

J P Rollyson 

H O Ross 

H O Ross 

W R Ruchman 

S8 Stonestreet 

SS Stonestreet 

J C Salisbury 

J C Salisbury 

G C Squires 

G(; Squires 

J M Stutler 

J I Tonkin 2 

C W Ware 

C W Ware 

Maggie £ Berry 

Vena Berry 

Lucy A Berry 

M A Daly 

Laura Day 

C B Floyd 

Grace Govrell 

Grace Govrell 

V V Gibson 

R J Gibson 

Josie Greene 

R J Huflftnan 

H M Hickman 

Becca Heater 

Becca Heater 

Moliie Henderson 

Amanda Henderson 

L J James 

S E James 

S E James 

Oma C Loyd 

Florid Queen 

Dora Rogers 

Effie J Squires 

Sarah C Squires 

Amelia Squires 

Calista Stout 

Carrie Wiesenfeldt 

Moliie Willoughby 2 

RJ Woods 2 
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BROOKE COUNTY FOR 1882-3— George W. Russell, Sup't. 

(No written report.) 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Annie M Lazear I 

J 8 Campbell 3 

Walter Mitchell 1 

V E Rickey 1 

Emma Sutherland 1 

Maggie Johnson 1 

Maggie B Campbell 1 

RebeccA Anderson 1 

Ada Gillespie 2 

8 L Byres 3 

Lizzie R Buxton 2 

Charles Kyle, Sr 1 

A L McCounell 3 

John P Watt 3 

Harry Hervey 1 

Clara B Weaver 2 

Mary C Jones 1 

W A Strain 2 

<J F Hudson 3 

Edwin A Jester 2 



Alma Moore 

C A Sharp 

Pearle Hosia ^ 

Daisy A. J. Crothers ^ 

Laura Slee ^ 

Maggie Chamock 

S PLazear 

LilUe C Wells 

EE Day 

James E Baxter 

Lena M Gibson 

Birdie L Everett 

Angie M Harding , 

Rose M Wheelar „ 

Florence Davis 

Llda Moore 

MollieBane 

Lizzie B Mahan „ 

George A Baxter „ 

Ella H Gillespie 2 



BROOKE COUNTY FOR 1884— George W. Russell, SupH. 

(No Written Report,) 
CABELL COUNTY FOR 1882-3— T. B. Summers, SupH. 

The report of schools in Cabell county for the year ending June 
30, 1883, is here submitted, but I will say that it is almost impos- 
sible to get a correct report, as the secretaries put so many differ- 
ent constructions on the various items. I think it ought to be 
the duty of some competent person to attend all these reports, 
flo that they would be uniform, and I think there would be more 
than enough money saved to pay all expenses. 

The most of our schools have been very successfully taught. We 
have very few drones in our corps of teachers. 

We had a very successful institute at Milton, seventy-seven teach- 
•ers in attendance. All our school work seems to be. moving along 
nicely. The salaries of teachers are improving. 

We would like to have you visit our county whenever you can 
-conveniently do so. 

teachers and grades of their certificates. 



<;olonel Childers 2 

Nannie Hensley '2 

Sallie M Peyton 1 

Lenore Abbott 1 

Mary E Suiter 2 

Lizzie Stone 1 

Ira R Wood 1 

William Bishop ] 

WiUiam A RusseU » 

Frank Kerr 3 

J W Morris 3 

C W Paine 1 

Alice Neal 2 

James W McComack 2 



Emma Wiseman 2 

Mary Seam an ds 

A L Wigal 

B F Morris 

Geowre R Blume 

G A Hawkins 

Sallie Morris „ 

Stephen Davis 

J D Carter 

C F Kellogg 

R L Hackworth 

Frank Malcolm 

W H Malcolm 

M F Jordan 
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RT Phillip 1 

James H Swann 1 

I V Swann 2 

CC King 1 

John Williams 1 

Libbie G Johnston 1 

Marv M Johnston 1 

Theodore Wilson, (col'd) 2 

W S Peters, (col'd) 1 

A M Tiernan 1 

Virginia Peyton 1 

Emma E Donnella 3 

Willie Gallaher 2 

Francis S Aills 2 

Dora Spanganberg 2 

May L Abbott I 

Fannie B Ellis 2 

Marv L Beuhring 2 

Sadie E Lett 1 

A Blanche Enslow 2 

Viola Stewart 2 

Jennie McGinnis 2 

Melissa Miller 1 

Bertie Stewart 2 

Mary Hay 3 

Mollie Williams 2 

Emma Swann 2 

Emma Blake 2 

Laura A Kimble 3 

Lizzie Erwin. 1 



CH Neal 2 

Fannie Morris I 

Rosa Miller 2 

LA Braley 1 

RJT'Brammer 2 

Jennie Rece 1 

SD Melton 8 

J W Riggs 2 

C C Hay 2 

Vic Harman, 1 

Lizzie Stephens 2 

D L Irwin 1 

Josie Cunningham 2 

J H Blackwood 2 

Marcilla Sturm 3 

EDeflfenbaugh 2 

R L Blackwood 2 

P H Childers 1 

F B Stewart 2 

W T Osborn 1 

RW Lewis : 2 

Beulah S Maddox 1 

William Algeo 1 

JF Hemdon 1 

V E Beuhring 2 

Henry Lambert 1 

Annie V Peters, (col'd) 2 

R C Vass 1 

Mary Kibby (col'd) 8 



CABELL COUNTY FOR 1884— T. B. Summers, Sufi, 

» 

The report of Free Schools of Cabell county for the school year 
•ending June 30, 1884, is hereby submitted, and its columns bespeak 
improvement in nearly every item. Notwithstanding the bitter cold, 
-deep snows and excessive high waters, we made 40 per cent, daily 
attendance, which, with all things considered, I pronounce very 
good ; but we mean to do better this year. 

In addition to our public schools there were a number of private 
^nd select schools in the county, whose teachers failed to make any 
report to me, as desired by you, so we may safely say our daily 
Attendance was 50 per cent. 

The teachers and pupils at various places have planted trees on 
their school grounds, and ornamented their school houses, in some 
instances supplying mirrors, wash-basins, towels, combs, &c., and 
these things should be in every school house, for soap and water are 
great civilizers ! 

Our teachers are striving to keep pace with the times. Only a 
few years ago there were not two school journals taken in the county ; 
now we have forty, which number will be increased this year. 

I can see good results arising from the institute, which was so 
ably conducted by Prof. A. L. Wade last year. Our teachers cherish 
his memory. 

The school month should consist of only twenty days, and the 
term extended to five months, and the whole teachers' fund be raised 
by State levy. The State should treat all children alike, whether 
they live in town or country ; as it is, a premium is placed on town 
life. What the State proposes to do should be uniformly done over 
all her borders, and what the districts want to do, let them do it 
untrammeled. 

An act should be passed forbidding schools to be taught during 
the months (5f July and August. 
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All teachers of five years' experience, holding the same grade of 
certificate in the same county for three consecutive years, should be 
released from further examinations in all branches therein set forth, 
and all members of Examining Boards and County Superintendent 
should be regarded as holding number one certificates during their 
terms of office. There seems to be more hardships put upon the 
teachers than any other persons. It does seem to be a shame to 
require old, experienced teachers to undergo the annual examina- 
tion, when everybody in the county knows of their ability to teach. 
Release them and receive the blessings of the deserving teachers of 
West Virginia. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J F Herndon 2 

Stephen Davis 1 

John D Carter 1 

CT Kellogj? 1 

A L Wigal 1 

James H Swann 1 

RF Brammer 2 

Henry Lambert 1 

RL Haokworth 2 

R T Phillips 1 

C C Hay 2 

F A Beuhring 2 

Rev LB Madison 1 

L G Wilson 1 

D C Sullivan 3 

W C Bramlet 1 

J W Liggins (col'd) 3 

Charles Bryan 2 

Allen Hatfteld 2 

Robert A Moore 3 

P H Childers 1 

A N Laidley 2 

EDeffenbaugh 2 

EL Summers 3 

James McComic 2 

W B Hawkins 1 

G A Hawkins 1 

J L Blackwood 2 

J H Blackwood 2 

Robert Blackwood 1 

F M Malcolm 1 

M F Jordan 1 

C W Paine 1 

B F Morris 2 

P H Swann 2 

J W Riggs 2 

Col Childers 1 

John W Williams 1 

G R Blume 1 

JV Swann 1 

John G Hatfield 2 

M 8 Bias 1 

D L Irwin 1 

E B Irwin 3 

C HNeal 1 

RC Vass 1 

WF James (col'd) 1 

W 8 Peters (col'd) 2 

Lena Abbott 1 

Emma Abbott 2 

Mollie M Ayers 2 

Ola L Ayers 3 



Bell Sturm g 

Minnie L Hanley 3 

Lizzie Reynolds.! 2 

Mary M Johnston 

Libbie G Johnston 

Virginia Peyton 

Sallie M Peyton 

Sadie E Turner „ 

Melissa Miller 

V E Beuhring 

Emma S Johnston 2 

Annie L Johnston 2 

Vic Thomburg 2 

Edna Shaw 2 

Ellen Estes „ 3 

EMC Puryear 1 

Mary Harrison 2 

CoraE Unseld 2 

Emma E Donnella 2 

Bessie Wellman 2 

M M Cheeseman 1 

M Puthuflf ^ 3 

Willie B Gallaher ^ 2 

Dora Spanganberg 1 

Alice Sayre s 

A Blanche Enslow a 

Viola Stewart 2 

Stacia Gardner 2 

Rosa Miller 2 

Josie Cunningham 2 

Maggie McGinnis 2 

Vic Wellman 2 

L Bertie Stewart 2 

Lulu V Owens 8 

Dottie B Hay 2 

Francis S Aills 1 

Fannie Shelton 3 

Nora B Beuhring 2 

Laura P White 2 

Mary M Seamands 3 

Emma Swann 2 

Mamie Dundas 3 

Rosa E Vass 2 

Fannie B Ellis 

Jennie L Rece 

Alice Neal 

Vic F Harmon 

Fannie R Morris 

Marcilla J Sturm 2 

MaryE Suitor 2 

IdaSelby 1 

Mary M Johnson (col'd) 2 



CALHOUN COUNTY FOR 1882-3.— D. C. Sturm, SupL 

I should have reported the condition of the schools of this county 
long ago, but could not do so from the fact that the 'Secretary of 
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Washington district did not report to me. The school work of last 
year was satisfactory ; much better work should be done this year. 
In several instances the houses this year will be good frame struc- 
tures, where the teachers had to labor in old dilapidated log houses 
last year. It is very gratifying indeed, to see so much interest 
manifested among our people in building better houses ; it certainly 
bespeaks better schools, and better citizens is a natural result of 
good schools. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFCATES 

W M Funk 2 Wm. Ferrell 3 

, Samuel Avers 1 SK Cain 3 

B F Ferrell 2 Blanche Stump , 2 

IGReip 2 Dorcas Ferrell 3 

CE Hedges 2 RWHall 1 

M F Lewellen 1 W H Robinson 1 

JP Short 2 Jessie Walker 3 

Samuel Farrar 1 Wm. Franklin 1 

OC Kile 2 WT Keener 3 

Alethea Sturm 2 Rufus Altizer 3 

ZMCain 1 ES BaR 2 

H C Goodnight 1 Lizzie Springston 2 

JE Ferrell 3 *Telodie McDonald (colored) - 



*Given a grade lower than No. 3. 

CALHOUN COUNTY FOR 1884— L. H. Trippett, SupL 

I herewith transmit to you my annual report of the Free Schools 
in the several districts in Calhoun county. I am sorry to say that 
the report is not full and correct in many particulars. I had hoped 
to be able to make this report full and complete, but when I exam- 
ined my reports from the several secretaries I find them very incom- 
plete, hence it was impossible for me to make a complete and full 
report to you. I would have returned some of the secretaries' re- 
ports to them for correction, only from the fact that they were so late 
making them out for me, so that when I did get them I had not time 
to return them for correction and get this (my) report to you in 
time. 

I have instructed all of the secretaries not to issue an order to any 
teacher hereafter until he or she filed with them a full and correct 
report of the school. I have also notified the same secretaries that 
they will hereafter not be paid for their reports until the same shall 
have been made out in full, and correct in every particular. I hope 
to be able to make my next report complete in every particular. 
You will find one colored school reported in Sherman district, the 
only one in the county, which was reported separately. 

I notice that several errors occur when I draw the balances that 
should occur in the respective columns, but I have no way to cor- 
rect this, when the secretary's report is incorrect ; quite a number of 
columns that should have been filled out are left blank altogether, 
hence my report must also be incomplete. I approve of and like this 
present form for annual report much better than that of the older 
forms ; I think it a decided improvement, and I am at a loss to make 
any suggestions that would make any improvement whereby the 
working of the schools could be more fully explained. 
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I extend to you many thanks for the instructions and informa- 
tion gained from you during our co-operation in oflBce, and I am 
truly sorry to know that we are going to lose such an efficient 
worker in interest of the schools of the State. I trust that your suc- 
cessor may be a faithful worker in the interest of the schools. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFCATES. 

F M Cain 1 J P Short 1 

L H Trippet I WE Metts 1 

W T Dye 1 Lewis Wolverton 2 

Hugh Ferrell 1 W L Stevenson 2 

HCGoodknight 1 WT Keener 2 

Granville Johnson 1 W M Funk 1 

Samuel Ayers 1 SA Knotts 2 

George W Davis 1 BB Ferrell ^ 2 

J Et Ferrell 1 G F Fountain, (colored) 8 

W S Ferrell 1 E L Meadows 3 

HC Goodknight 1 SKCain 1 

IH Thomas 1 Blanch Stump 1 

Samuel Ayers 1 Virginia Riddle 1 

William Ferrell 1 Huldah Pettet 2 

BF Ferrell 1 Lethea Stearms «. 2 

WMFunk 1 VJ Umstead 2 

H C Lockney 1 A F Cain „. 2 

Taylor Wells 1 Lizzie Pettet 2 

James Dusky 1 ME Knotts 3 

CLAY COUNTY FOR 1882-3.— C. S. Hall, SupH. 

I regret that my annual report is going to be so late in reaching your 
oflBce, but under the circumstances I was unable to make it any 
sooner. And even at this time I am not satisfied with it. How- 
ever, it is the best I can possibly do. I have written, visited and ad- 
vised, under all circumstances to the extent of my ability, and still our 
affairs are not in perfect order. We had thirty- two schools taught in 
Clay county in the past year, and, generally speaking, they were effi- 
cient. I visited all but three, and owing to sickness, I was unable to 
reach them. The teachers in our county are generally poor scholars, 
and as there is no high school in Clay county, and they are unable 
to go off to other parts to school, and so they are not advancing 
with the surrounding counties. We need a real energetic teacher to 
teach six months in each year to improve our teachers. And then 
we need an increase of State tax, as our funds are too small to run 
our schools. The Boards of Education are very economical ; they 
aim to get everything down to the lowest cent ; but I contend 
that we had better have two months taught by a teacher, than four 
by an imposter. I have for some time been thinking upon the pro- 
priety of the County Superintendent alone examining the teachers, 
and I am satisfied that it would be best, if he would be conscien- 
tious. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

Cora M Young 2 S B Cook 2 

Jac Keith 2 Levi J Reed 2 

John D Garden 1 Wm M Ellison 1 

Henry L Morris 1 H W Ashley 1 

Virginia L Pierson 2 John R Chapman 2 

GWT Morton 2 Worth Cook 1 

Allen Nichol 3 Pat C Reed 1 

Sherman T Stephenson 1 Viola Gibson 2 

Benjamin L Young 1 Rebecca J Gibson 2 
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<J P Wilson 1 Alamander Hamrick 1 

W T Hamric 2 WE Given 2 

Luther H Gibson 1 Willy Byrne 1 

Samuel H Ashley 1 Forsythe Stephenson 1 

-J R Ramsey 1 John B Moms 2 

Aristotle Smith 2 William Hanna 2 

H Fonda Young 2 Joseph White 2 

Benjamin Fitzwater 3 

CLAY COUNTY FOR 1884—0. P. Wilson, Sup't. 

The schools of Clay county for the year ending June 30, 1884, 
liave been a success with but very few exceptions. The schools 
were all, except four, taught during the winter which, owing to the 
vseverity of the weather, made the attendance small. There were 
thirty-five schools taught in the county. 

Pleasant district had nine schools run four months each. The 
school houses in Pleasant are generally small and not in good con- 
•dition, nor well supplied with furniture or apparatus. 

Buffalo district run seven schools three months each, which was 
^11 they could do by laying the levy to the extent of the law. 
This district is so sparsely populated, that to have school houses 
in reach of all makes the schools small. 

Otter district run five schools four months each, and paid for 
No. 1 teachers $30 per month. 

Henry district run nine schools four months each. The school 
houses in this district are in better condition than those of Pleasant 
^nd Buffalo. They are building one new frame school house this 
year. 

Union district run five schools, four of which had an extended 
term of one month, making them five months each, and the other 
school only run three months. Union paid $30 per month for No. 
1 teachers, which secured her good teachers. The people of this 
district seem to be taking great interest in schools. They had a 
select school taught last summer by Prof. S. H. Patrick, and are 
having one this summer also taught by Prof. Patrick. 

Henry district had a select school at Clay C. H., taught by Prof. 
M. F. Lewellen. The teachers seem to be improving themselves and 
fitting themselves for the profession of teaching. 

The Board of Education are beginning to pay better wages and 
i;he schools are generally on the come up. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

S H Ashley 1 PC Reed 1 

HW Ashley 1 L J Reed 3 

R E Altizer 1 AM Stephenson 1 

FJR Andrews 1 Aristotle Smith 1 

H H Bennett 1 Morgan Triplett 1 

€E Bennett 1 B L Young 1 

SB Cook 2 LJ Chenowith 1 

J W Cook 2 R J Gibson 2 

AC Carnes 3 VV Gibson 2 

J R Davis 1 M A Mullen 2 

WMEllisson 1 VL Pierson 2 

L H Gibson 1 ME McCan 3 

W T Hamric 2 ME Waugh 3 

M F Lewellen 1 Mrs M L White 3 

€E Mullens 2 H P Young 1 

HL Morris 1 U M Young 2 

<J W T Morton 2 
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DODDRIDGE COUNTY FOR 1882-3.— C. H. Davis, SupL 

In submitting this, my second annual report of the condition of 
the Free Schools of this county, I am sorry to say that I cannot get 
satisfactory reports from all the secretaries. I believe, however, 
that my report is very nearly correct in all of the most important 
details. School work in this county did not progress during the 
scholastic year just closed, as rapidly as was desired. 

Low salaries caused a dearth of teachers, and nearly half our 
schools were taught by young inexperienced teachers. Qnite a 
number of our schools were not got in operation until very late, 
causing the daily average attendance in many schools to be very 
much smaller than it otherwise would have been. One or two dis- 
tricts, paying the highest salaries, secured the best teachers, began 
at the regular time of opening schools, and made rapid progress, 
and, with teachers' meetings and district examinations of pupils, a 
lively interest was awakened in school work, which, if kept up, is 
calculated to do good in the future. 

Teachers' salaries have hcen raised from two to five dollars on the 
grade for the ensuing year all over the county, and already the pros- 
pects for better teachers, and of course better schools, are brighten- 
ing- 

All the changes made in the school law within the last four years 

seem to meet the approbation of most of the teachers, except the 
one compelling them to attend the institutes or sacrifice their certi- 
ficates. 

Our institute for the school year just closed was particularly suc- 
cessful, under the management of rrof. A. L. Wade. Our teachers 
received many new, valuable and practical ideas about school work. 
Forty-three teachers subscribed for school globes and quite a num- 
ber of names were added to the subscription list for school journals. 

The attendance, however, was not as great by some twenty or 
more as it was the year before. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



CorliH F Randolph 1 

W 11 Breinian 1 

David A MoClain 1 

J W Wilson 1 

SFLowther 1 

Silas P Smith 1 

8 H Smith 1 

WF IIudkinH 1 

M A Hummers 1 

J W FlanaKH.n 1 

Lizzie Lanuntt 1 

Minnie K M Davis 1 

Mollie Snider 1 

MaKKle Hlrkitt 1 

JameK 10 llobinson '2 

Amster Hever 2 

M D Basnett 2 

FestUH P Ford 2 

J D McReynolds 2 

Mi(;huel McCJraw 2 

W C Bailey 2 

James VV Stiielc 2 

David Rose 2 

Moses F Smith 2 

M E MeClain 2 



Estella Johnston 2 

Mays Jeffrey 2 

Florence O Allen 2 

Lizzie Hickman 2 

Annie V Weekley 2 

Josie R Scott 2 

Lizzie Ingle 2 

Addie Smith 2 

Maggie Strosnlder 2 

Cleorge W Farr 3 

K B Sherwood 3 

E Basil Davis 3 

John J Shore 3 

James W Gum 3 

Reuben K Williams 8 

A J (Jaskins 3 

WE Ashburn 3 

David BStrickllng 8 

D 8 Snodgrass , 8 

Benjamin F Robinson 3 

James M Foster 8 

K E Shock 8 

iJeorge (^ittbrd 3 

Lizzie Hickman 8 

Fannie McUill s 
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•George W Tarr 2 

F N Williams 2 

John A Davis 2 

RL McClain '. 2 

T P Douglass 2 

Joseph Simpson 2 

E Basil Davis 2 

John T Williams 2 

T A Brown 2 

Amster Bever 2 

Sherrard C Shaw 2 

JohnW Barnes 2 

Elmer Shumway 2 

Charles C Fox 2 

JE Strother 2 

E Frank Weekley 2 

JF Carderjr 2 

Mattie L Davis 2 

Belle Langfitt 2 

Viola C Davis 2 

Xate Schutte 2 



Hettie M Jeffrey 3 

Estella A Johnston 3 

Annie B Bee 3 

Babe McGraw 3 

Annie V Weekley 3 

Kate Clark 3 

Ellie Ford 3 

JosieR Scott 3 

MoUie Lowther •. 3 

Laura Griffin 3 

Hattie Underwood 3 

Laura A Scott 3 

Hattie OfTutte 3 

O P Pratt 

J. TSherwood 

J M Foster 

JT Sherwood 

David B Strickling 

Mollie A Lowther 

Sallie Brown ^ 



DODDRIDGE COUNTY FOR 1884— F. J. Ashburn, SupH. 

The general interest in the educational work is perceptibly 
increasing in Doddridge county, and many of the teachers are 
manifesting a growing ambition for greater efficiency in the duties 
of their calling. But allow me to say in a whisper, some of the 
teachers are laboring for the sake of the money ! 

When we contrast the present condition of our schools with what 
it was a few years ago, we are almost in an ecstasy of admiration. 
But there are heights before us greater than we have yet ascended. 
The sunbeams of knowledge have not yet driven all the mists and 
false nations from the minds of the people, and a well meant but 
false economy, born of old fogyism, is still holding the brakes on 
our wheels, and making our upward march unnecessarily slow and 
heavy. Our school houses lack proper arrangements for warmth 
And ventilation. True, we have good old-fashioned stoves and 
plenty of fuel, and we can open our windows and admit an abund- 
ance of fresh cold air, but we need arrangements whereby our school 
rooms can be kept in all parts at an even, comfortable temperature 
in the coldest weather, and at the same time have a constant inflow 
of pure air, and a corresponding outflow of the air rendered impure 
by exhalation. This could be accomplished by the use of ventila- 
ting stoves, at a cost of less than $100 additional for each of our 
school houses. But oh ! that additional $100 ! It is terrible to 
contemplate by some who are already paying the enormous tax of 
$2 or $3 every year. (Those paying $50 and upwards yearly do not 
usually complain.) But what is a $100 tax compared with the 
aching heads and benumbed faculties of our children while trying 
to study, and the life long diseases and untimely deaths which have 
their origin in the contaminated atmosphere of ill-ventilated school 
rooms. 

Our school houses are also lacking in proper furniture and 
apparatus, especially the latter. The same false economy that 
fails to provide proper means of ventilation, is also withholding 
suitable tools from the workers. But the day star is still rising 
higher in the heavens, and the remaining mists and fogs of the 
night of ignorance are destined to vanish before its illuminating 
beams. 
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I would modestly suggest that some of the school books now ii> 
use in this State are n'^t the best extant. Either Barnes' Brief His- 
tory of the United States or Holmes' New History, is in my opinion 
superior to Goodrich's. 

1 am also of the opinion that our school law has not yet beert 
brought to perfection. The salaries of the teachers are too low. 
True, some of the teachers do not render an equivalent for the^ 
wages they receive, but this is the exception, not the rule. So- 
many of our good teachers are leaving the ranks for more lucrative 
employments, while from year to year a portion of our schools are 
imposed upon by the unaspiring, or by novices who wish to engage 
in the work of teaching only long enough for a more paying busi- 
ness to present itself. 

I am also inclined to believe that it would be an advantage to our 
educational interests to elect our County Superintendents for a 
term of four years. Two years is too short a period of time for a 
County Superintendent to work up the people of his county and 
the Boards of Education to that degree of enthusiasm in general 
education that a cause so beneficial in its tendency and so far 
reaching in its results demands. And in addition to this, there is- 
a work needed in most of the counties of this State that would 
require for its correct accomplishment all of a Superintendent's, 
spare time for four years — a work that no one, less interested in, 
the welfare of the children of the county than the Superintendent 
should be, would be willing to undertake or competent to perform. 
True, the last intimated duty is not mentioned in the law, and it isr 
one for which he would receive no pecuniary compensation. But 
the man who is willing to go no further in the performance of duty 
than the law compels him, and works only for the wages he receiveSy. 
should be engaged in something less momentous than superintend- 
ing the educational interests of his county. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Corliss F Randolph. 

G W Farr 

Amster Bever 

James W Stuck 

Michael McGraw 

Walter Holle 

John Strickling 

James Strickling 

David Strickling 

David Rose 

J W Wilson 

Jerr)' Light 

W H Brennan 

John A Davis 

Alva F Randolph.... 

Silas P Smith 

L P Douglass 

J T Williams , 

MDBarnett 

W E Bailey 

Robert LMcClain.... 

CH Davis 

D A McClain 

J H Grimsley 

A J Rj'mer , 

James E Robinson... 

A J Gaskins , 

Joseph Simpson 



W A Phillips 2- 

James O Phillips 2" 

James M Foster 2: 

W R Brown 2 

C C Douglass 3t 

W F Douglass 8 

Floyd N Childers 8- 

J B Knight 8 

D B Douglass 8- 

Ora J Davis 0- 

I F Randolph 0* 

Josie R Scott 1 

Estella Johnston I- 

Genevra Bee 1 

Lizzie Hickman 1 

Florence F Randolph t. 

Fannie M GiU 1 

Annie Bee 1 

Florence O Allen 1 

Lizzie Ingle 1 

Annie V Weekly I 

Viola C Davis 1 

Mattie L Davis 2 

Babe McGraw 2 

Belle Langfitte 2 

M E Stewart 2 

Kate Welch 2 

Mollie Lowther 2 



• 
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JPStraley 1 Kate Clark 2 

Warner Stutler 2 Annie Kile 2 

LWLangfitte 2 Laura A Scott 2 

F E Strickling 2 Maud Slusser 2 

Elmore Backus 2 Florence Cleveuger 2 

Homer V Richards 2 Myrtle Lipscom^b 3 

M L Brennan 2 Kate Douglass 3 

EB Sherwood 2 DD Pepper 3 

RH Williams 2 Hattie Offutt 3 

E D Swentzel 2 Minnie Gano 3 

A E Strickling 2 Nora Brown 3 

EE Shock 2 Annie J. Taylor 3 

D G Luzader 2 

FAYETTE COUNTY FOR 1883.— Benj. Bibb, SupH. 

After some delay, caused by the failure of one of the district 
scretaries to report promptly, I have the honor herewith to submit 
my fourth annual report of the condition of the Free Schools of my 
county. The financial part of the report I believe to be very nearly 
correct ; but the statistical, while it may be correct as far as given, 
is not complete, several schools not having reported. I regret that 
the average attendance of the pupils, as shown by this report, is so 
small ; yet if all the schools had been fully reported it would present 
a better showing. One reason why some of the schools are not 
reported is, they did not close in the last school year. To obviate 
this difficulty it seems to me that it would be good policy to require 
all schools to close on or before the 30th day of June, each year. 

While visiting schools last year, I invariably asked each teacher 
the following questions : How many pupils are entitled to attend 
your school? How many are enrolled? How many are absent? 
State, if you can, the causes of their absence? In a few schools all 
the pupils entitled to attend were enrolled. In answer to the last 
question various causes were assigned, the most common being 
indifference on the part of parents or too great a distance from theT 
school house. The latter cause is not easy to overcome in this 
county, as in many localities the population is sparse, and a suffi- 
cient number of children for a school cannot be gotten together 
without some of them having some miles to travel. The former 
excuse for absence will, we trust, be gradually overcome by the 
energy and enthusiasm of the teachers and school officers, and by 
the schools turning out young men and young women, made strong 
and self-reliant by the discipline of study, who will mould public 
sentiment around them and enlist all classes of the people in the 
battle against ignorance ai;id vice. 

Schools are multiplying rapidly in this county. Indeed, this is 
necessary in order that education may keep pace with our rapip 
growth in population. 

The past year, while it shows a small average attendance of pupils 
at school, has shown a marked improvement on the part of our 
teachers in methods of instruction, and I feel perfectly justified in 
saying that the progress of the pupils in the various branches of 
study, and in such things as will make them grow up to be men and 
women equipped for the great battle of life, has been more rapid 
and satisfactory than in any year heretofore. 

The chief cause of this better teaching and better progress of 
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pupils, I believe, is to be found in the excellence of our teachers' 
institutes. Teachers cannot attend such institutes as we have had 
in this county for the last few years without imbibing some of the 
earnest zeal of the instructors, and learning that there are better 
methods of teaching than those practiced in the years gone by. In 
this connection I wish to say that the late Peabody institute held 
in this county, in the character of the instruction given, the splen- 
did behavior and close attention of those in attendance, excelled all 
other institutes that have ever been held in the county. We feel 
that we have had an educational revival. Great good to our schools 
must be the result. The new school houses that our Boards of 
Education are building, are neat and comfortable, but our school 
house grounds are geperally in a bad condition. But few of the 
grounds are enclosed. Many houses being built in the forest, the 
underbrush is suffered to grow up to their very walls. It is hoped 
that our Boards of Education will turn their attention to the clear- 
ing up and enclosing the school house grounds that we may in the 
near luture be able to plant shade trees and make our school houses 
and their surroundings present a tasteful appearance. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Miss M E Dews 1 

Miss Nannie J Dews 1 

Miss L F Anderson 1 

B H Dorsey 1 

A A Cavendish 1 

Miss Hallie C Easley 1 

T A Deitz 2 

H A McClung , 2 

Miss V Young 1 

T E Combs 3 

Miss Henrietta Young 2 

.W N Cavendish 2 

S C Cavendish 3 

J CFarr 1 

W J Fan- 1 

T H Cavendish 1 

George Grose 1 

J RKoontz 1 

J C i.ove 1 

Miss N M Kesler 3 

AO Darlington 2 

E Bates 2 

Mrs M K Hiiddlestone 2 

M F Dotson 2 

Lizzie Kennev 2 

W S McCutchen 1 

I C Cavendish 3 

J Armstrong 2 

Miss A J Kesler 2 

Miss B A Coleman 2 

Miss N M Carter 2 

Miss F A Nichols 1 

Miss C M M Young 2 

H C Deitz 2 

W F Minter 2 

SM Campbell I 

MA Wiston 2 

RM Cavendish 2 

M A Walker 1 

George R Grose 3 

D K Deitz 2 

G F Henry , 1 

J A Boone 1 

W E Deitz 2 

E C Bennett 1 

S C Cavendish 2 



W F Boone I 

M S Boone 2 

J D Boone 1 

M L King 8 

H C Deitz 1 

A W Hawlev 2 

M Curtis 2 

H E Johnson „. 2 

G B Roscoe 8 

M L Brown (col'd) 3 

J R Ford 2 

Jane Mitchell 3 

WA Amick 2 

S V Feazell 2 

S M Amick 1 

J W Walker 2 

J L Taney 2 

Emma Crawford 8 

L J Boone 1 

M L Kllison 1 

N V Taylor 2 

W F Shawver 1 

J F Lively 1 

B E Lively 2 

BV Brown 1 

E L Peters 2 

E G Brown 2 

V N Lynch 1 

J C Lewis 1 

T D Burdett 2 

A B Morgan 3 

J H Isbell 1 

Jennie Walker 1 

J W Maynor 1 

J B Washington (col'd) 2 

M J Jordan (col'd) 3 

SC Dorsey 1 

S P Lively 1 

T J Carter 2 

R D Riddle (col'd) 1 

A E Puirh 1 

A V Pixley 1 

R P Donnally 1 

J C Taylor (col'd) 2 

Sianna Roles 3 
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FAYETTE COUNTY FOR 1884.— Benj. Bibb, SupH. 

I have the honor, herewith, to submit my annual report of the con- 
dition of the Free Schools of Fayette county, for the school year end- 
ing June 30th, 1884. That part of my report referring to the kind 
and character of the school houses, the appliances, improvements, 
value of land, (fee, has been left blank, from the fact that the reports of 
trustees were so incomplete that any report from me regarding those 
items would have been far from reliable. To obviate the difficulty 
of procuring reliable statistics concerning these important items, 
for the future, I would suggest that our school law be so changed 
as to make it the duty of teachers, aided by the trustees, to report 
those items. A blank to contain those items could be incorporated 
into the teachers' permanent registers. 

Secretaries have complained to me, that they could not, in all in- 
stances, obtain reliable, or even intelligible reports of the enrollment 
and average attendance in some of our colored schools, and, conse- 
quently, this report does not show as great an enrollment and aver- 
age attendance as it should. 

It affords me much pleasure to inform you that our Free Schools, 
for the year just closed, have given general satisfaction to our peo- 
ple. We have an able and efficient body of teachers in this county, 
who are constantly receiving accessions to their ranks of intelligent 
and enthusiastic young men and women, who have been educated 
in the Free Schools of the county, and who give bright promises of 
future usefulness as teachers. 

There is a constantly increasing interest manifested by the gen- 
eral public in our Free Schools : our teachers' institutes are attract- 
ing greater interest each year, and, altogether, our educational pros- 
pects are growing brighter. 

In accordance with a resolution, passed by our teachers at our 
late teachers' institute, I shall, very soon, take steps for the organi- 
zation of county and district teachers' associations. These associa- 
tions, when organized, will, it is hoped, have a tendency to increase 
still further the efficiency of our teachers, and enlist to a still greater 
extent the sympathies of our people in behalf of education. 

I would most respectfully suggest the following changes \n our 
school law : 

The passage of an act by the Legislature, making provision, by 
State taxation, for four months school annually, in every county in 
the State ; the changing of the law so as to make the school month 
consist of twenty, instead of tvjenty-two days. I would also recom- 
mend a thorough revision of the list of text-books, €iow authorized 
for use in our public schools. 

In closing this report, I feel that I would not be doing my duty to 
the memory of the departed, did I not call attention to the death 
of two of the teachers of my county — Col. Geo. F. Henry, and Mrs. 
Lizzie Dotson — who have passed away since I made my last annual 
report to you. The former was a grandson of the illustrious Pat- 
rick Henry, of Revolutionary fame, and possessed much of the fire 
and eloquence attributed to his illustrious ancestor. He was for 
many years a teacher in the Free Schools of this county. The latter 
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was a lady of fine sense and attainments, and was loved and hon- 
ored by a large circle of friends. She, too, had taught extensively 
in the Free Schools of this county. 

"Rest, blessed souls, rest, satiate with the sight 
Of Him whose beams (though dazzling) do delight ; 
Life of all lives, cause of each other cause ; 
The sphere and center where the mind doth pause ; 
Rest, happy souls, and wonder In that glass 
Where seen Is all that shall be, Is, or was, 
While shall be, is, or was, do pass away, 
And nothing be but an eternal day." 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



EW McClung 1 

A R Dickenson 1 

CT DeQuasle 2 

J R F Mosley 2 

J A Boone 1 

WT Boone 1 

J D Boone I 

James Armstrong 1 

A P Light 3 

A A Cavendish 1 

S C Cavendish 2 

J L Toney 2 

L E Deitz 2 

H C Deitz 1 

J C Farr 1 

Theodore Deitz 1 

WJ Wood 1 

G R Grose 2 

Rufus Deitz 2 

W F Minter 2 

T C Lowry 2 

W N Cavendish 1 

A E Cavendish 2 

T H Cavendish 1 

James Ramsey 1 

RM Cavendish 2 

AO Darlington 1 

8H Love 1 

J C Love 1 

CH Settle 1 

J L Wiseman 1 

8 M Campbell 1 

JW Sevy 1 

Thurston White 1 

Ezra Bates 1 

HC HiU 1 

T C Lowry (second time) 1 

JL Ryan 1 

H H Bennett 1 

LC Groves 1 

R D Riddle (colored) 1 

W A Elder 8 

Isaac Gilkeson 2 

8 H Bays 2 

J W Walker 2 



J R Ford 1 

T W Williams 8 

WJ Farr 1 

George H Hughart S 

J E Grose 1 

Milton Curtis 2 

W F Shawver 1 

J B Washington (colored) 1 

G L Cuzzens (colored) 2 

J M Basham 1 

J W Maynor ,.... 1 

W S Duflf. 1 

JL Porterfleld 2 

M S G Abbott (colored) 1 

A J Kesler 1 

M S Boone 1 

C M M Young 1 

LJ Boone 1 

EL Wiseman ^ 2 

M E Dews 1 

N V Taylor 2 

M EHuddleston 1 

V Young 1 

Etta Young 2 

N J Dews 1 

M R Kallon 1 

B A Coleman 2 

N J Carter 2 

Maggie Cavendish 1 

M A Wriston 2 

Jennie Walker 1 

H £ Johnson 2 

H C Easley 1 

Eleonora Strassmeister 1 

A V Pixley 1 

Ida Fitzwater 2 

S V Feazell 1 

N E Flanagan & 

R E Gilbreath 1 

M W Bagby 2 

Alice Stover 2 

L F Anderson 1 

M S Smith (colored) „ 8 

J B Smith (colored) t » 



GILMER COUNTY FOR 1882-3— W. W. Johnson, SupH. 

The condition of the schools of our county for the past year shows 
an improvement over that of the preceding year, both in the per- 
centage of attendance and the efficiency of the teachers' work. 
Many of the sub-districts could not secure teachers for the winter 
schools, so were obliged to have their schools taught later in the 
year, a few commencing so late as not to be reported in this year. 
This scarcity of teachers arose in part from the action of the several 
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Boards of Education in putting the salaries of the teachers at the 
minimum rates permitted by the law, and in part from the rigid 
enforcement of the institute law, observed by the Board of Exam- 
iners, and the refusal of the Board to grant private examinations to 
teachers. Heretofore many teachers have manifested such a dispo- 
sition to evade the law by a partial attendance at the institute, and 
by their absence from the public examinations, that the Board felt 
the necessity of enforcing the observance of the letter and spirit of 
the law in these respects. If our county would pay such salaries to 
teachers as would justify competent persons to devote their talents 
and energy to the work, our schools would soon be raised into 
living instruments for developing thought and character, instead 
of mere places to recite lessons, as they are considered in many 
localities. Some of our teachers have done most commendable 
work in the past year, showing that they are capable of going out- 
side of their text books and developing habits of original thought^ 
and a spirit of inquiry among their pupils. But they all have to 
work against the disadvantages of not having school houses fur- 
nished with sufficient apparatus, only those of Glenville district 
being supplied with a map of the State. 

The branch Normal school at Glenville received a new impetus 
from the management of its present Principal, Prof. R. F. Kida and 
his assistant, Miss Verona Mapel. The youth of this county, and I 
think I can say of adjoining counties, begin to consider this a per- 
manent institution, not only in which they may prepare themselves 
for teaching successfully, but in which they can obtain a practical 
academic education. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



L H Brannon... 1 

Ida A Brannoh 1 

L B Burk 1 

EUaT BrannoD 1 

P L Bent 1 

M E Brannon 2 

Gertrude BeaU 3 

RuaC Bennett 3 

George A Conrad 2 

J N Craddock 2 

James CoUins 1 

Si>encer CoUins 1 

8H Criss 3 

George H Cox 2 

Etta M Cox 2 

George W Davis 1 

Myra M Hughes 2 

H V Hughes 1 

H V Hays 1 

AS Heckert 2 

Louisa Holt 3 

SW Hanson 2 

Alice Hays 1 

A B Harris 1 

A L Holt 1 

Mener Heater 2 



Thomas F Kennady 2 

Mary BLorentz 1 

Carlile F Law 2 

O PH Lewis 1 

E J McQuain 1 

Ella Meadows 1 

M B Morris 2 

RM Marshall 1 

Henry Neff. 1 

S L O'^Neal 2 

N BReece I 

A J Rymer 1 

Alice Snodgrass 1 

J W Smith 1 

C N Snodgrass 1 

Dan E Stutler 1 

W L Stump 2 

B R Stump 1 

Elmer E Stuart 2 

James Sleeth 2 

William T Vernon 1 

Emma Withers 1 

David E Weaver 2 

Ira WilUams 3 

Alice Woofter 1 



GILMER COUNTY FOR 1884.— M. Coluaibus Hall, Supt 

I submit to you my annual report of the schools of Gilmer county 
for the year 1883-4. I am not able to fill out all the report as I 
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should like to have done, from the fact that the secretaries could 
not give me any fuller reports of their districts. 

I do not think that the blanks for teachers and secretaries are 
near enough alike, nor are those of the secretaries and superin- 
tendents. 

I should have gone to see the secretaries but have so much sick- 
ness in my family that I could not go. I think that the financial 
report is correct, or as near as we can make it. I hope that you will 
find this full enough. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



French Wiant 2 

Henry Neff. 1 

W V Snider 2 

S W Hanson 1 

Spencer Collins 1 

A J Rymer 1 

€ L Afarple 2 

AB Harris 1 

JL Keller 1 

EEStewart 2 

OM Curtis 2 

E L Hartman 2 

LB BuTk 1 

MB Morris 1 

PL Bent 1 

Arthur Gather 2 

H L Brannon.; 1 

AW Brake 3 

Grant Brannon i 

James Collins 1 

J A Miller 2 

8 W Varner 2 

Reecc Blizzard 2 

D EStutler 1 

T F Kennedy 1 

Reece Blizzard 1 

W L Stump 1 

Clark Woofter 1 

JH Boilon 1 

OCMcQuain 1 

J E McQuain 1 

C F Law 1 

R E J L Lovell 2 

AS Heckert 1 

J F Waugh 1 

O H P Lewis 1 

TJ Ligget 1 



J E Hall 1 

George Snyder i 

Jacob Weaver a 

A L Gruggs 2 

W J Snider a 

S H Criss s 

CH Williams 2 

J P Springston i 

D G Luzader i 

G B Floyd i 

A C Cunningham 2 

C W Oldaker 8 

George Haumman o 

Emma Withers i 

Katie Cain i 

May B Lorentz i 

Rosa M Hays i 

Emma A Brannon i 

Etta Cox 1 

AnnaBrinkley 2 

MaryE Brannon l 

Rosa Davis 2 

Mollie Brannon 2 

Ellen E Hughes l 

S J Hall 2 

Rue Bennett i 

Ida Brannon l 

Ella Meadows l 

Gertrude Beall i 

Nettie Reece 1 

Jennie Hays 1 

Alice Hays 1 

Sallie Leech 2 

Emma Bennett S 

Louise Holt 1 

Jennie Collins 2 



GRANT COUNTY FOR 1883— W. M. Davis, Sup'L 

I herewith transmit my annual report of the Free Schools of 
Grant county, for the year 1882-3. Nothing special has charac- 
terized the session past, in the history of our public schools. Better 
work has been done, we think, than in any preceding year, at least 
in many of the schools. 

Our teachers are becoming more and more subscribers to educa- 
tional journals, and the lessons thus acquired are beginning to show 
iruits in improved methods of instruction. 

A rigid enforcement of the compulsory feature of the institute 
requirement occasioned a small deficiency in our corps of teachers, 
and several schools could only be run by teachers who had already 
finished one term elsewhere, but these disadvantages were more than 
compensated by the future bearing of our ruling, as the perpetuity 



REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 29 

of the institute has become an assured fact, and a full attendance 
of the teachers is secured. . 

The Boards of Education for the several districts, continue to dis- 
place old houses and build new ones in needy communities. A tew 
years hence, and our county will be well supplied with good, com- 
fortable and well arranged buildings. 

The six months term in Grant district was defeated last May, to 
the great regret of our progressive citizens, but its final triumph i& 
confidently expected. One prominent cause of its unpopularity was 
the very small attendance after the expiration of four months, (the 
old term). 

Our institute for 1882, conducted by Prof. Jas. W. Johnson, of 
Pendleton county, was highly successful, the interest good and the 
attendance exceptionally large. 

Tree planting has not as yet received that attention that a due 
regard for health and ornamentation demand, but by repeated efforts 
our teachers, patrons and pupils will learn to participate in its ob- 
servance. \ 

We have a good prospect of an additional graded school in the 
county at an early day. The village of Medley, having found it& 
present house too small, has petitioned for a double building, and 
has the promise of the Board to that effect. 

The school in Petersburg has done solid work under the tuition 
of Prof. Johnson, and is a source of honest pride to our citizens. 

An intimate acquaintance of seven years with educational matters 
in the county, has manifested to me, a healthy, progressive move- 
ment among our teachers, and with regular attendance upon their 
part, at the institutes, a more liberal expenditure in school literature,, 
and the inducement of better wages, the outlook for the county 
schools is highly encouraging. 

The statistical tables are quite correct, and show the manner in 
which our funds have been applied. The secretaries deserve thanks 
for their promptness and efficiency. 

Your administration of the duties of your office continue to elicit 
warm commendation from your many friends in this section of the 
State. 

Grant county sends a pressing invitation for a district institute 
for the ensuing year. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

James W Johnson 1 R G Rady 2 

J N McMullan 1 C H Pluramer, (col'd) 2 

SBMcNemar 1 AdamETeter 3 

SSFeaster 1 SS Rohrbangh 3 

James LHott 1 JohnPShobe a 

Thomas I Lemon 1 JohnSBond 3 

H W Kuhn 1 Hiram EPowen 3 

William M Lyon 1 B Z Vance 3 

LJ Foreman 1 Ed N O'Donnell a 

J M Siever 1 Jennie Frederick 1 

Cornelius Parsons 1 Belle Swisher 2 

JC Judy 1 MR Harman 2 

ZT Samuels 1 May Mooman 2 

Alex Cober 1 F G Thalaker 2 

J L Scott 1 Susie Johnson 2 

SSCIdleman 1 Hattie Fox 2 

James MWeese 2 Mary C Ilutton 2 



so FREE SCHOOLS. 

John Hlser ~ 2 Nettie Cosner 2 

John T Shillingburg 2 M E V Sites 8 

T W S Foley 2 C V Idleman 3 

WECroofe 2 Annie L Schell 3 

Dennis Wiemer 2 Ida M Parsons 3 

James S Snodgrass 2 Ida Friddle 3 



GRANT COUNTY FOR 1884.— W. M. Davis, SupH. 

I have the honor to hereby transmit my annual report of the Free 
Schools of Grant county. 

The school year just closed has been one of our most successful 
ones, the attendance being larger and more regular than in the past. 

An excellent educational interest prevails generally among our 

eople, and the Free Schools are more highly esteemed than for- 
merly. 

To our great regret, a retrogression step was taken by the citizens 
of Grant district, by voting against a six months term. But we hope 
that a session, lasting more than four months, is only a question of 
time for the entire State. 

Our county institute, conducted by Prof. J. W. Johnson, was con- 
sidered one of our most successful ones. The rigid observance of 
the compulsory feature of attendance upon the sessions of the in- 
stitute, secured a very full and general representation of teachers. 

The graded school of this town, enjoyed a prosperous and 
and progressiive term during the past year. The house has 
been partially furnished with patent desks, the grounds improved, 
and the outlook for the school is encourging. 

Our Boards of Education manifest a very liberal spirit in deter- 
mining teachers' salaries, with the prospect of a still further in- 
crease in wages. 

"Tree planting'^ received considerable attention from many of our 
teachers, yet, while so many of our houses have no enclosed 
grounds, but little can be accomplished. 

Frequent requests are made for a revision of our text-book list, 
many teachers greatly preferring '^Barnes' School History" to the 
prescribed books now used, and the "Eclectic Geographies" to the 
work adopted by the committee. 

The biennial vote upon the question of "levy" or "no levy" is, in 
the opinion of many of the most devoted advocates of our system 
of popular education, a serious evil, as it perpetuates an antagonism 
that, in many localities, retards the growth and success of the Free 
Schools. Your attention is respectfully and urgently called to these 
proposed changes in our school law. 

As soon as the requiste number of houses are built in the county, 
we hope to secure maps, globes, dictionaries and blocks, as adjuncts 
for the teachers. 

The number of teachers subscribing for educational literature is 
increasing quite rapidly ; and the attendence of our young teachers 
at Fairmont Normal School, for the last two years, is larger than 
ever known before, in the county. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 






Cornelius Parsons 4 year 

SB McNemar 4 

8 8 Feaster 4 

Thomas I Lemon 4 

JN McMullen 4 

Jacob C Judy 4 

James L Hott 4 

Rev John Johnston 

Rev W H Samsell 

Rev Jessie Hays 

Alex Cober 

ZT Samuels 

Jacob M Siever 

James M Weese 

Henry W Kuhn 

Ij J Forman 

Wm N Lyon 

Dennis Wiemer 

R G Radv 

Dennis Clark 2 

WE Crooks 2 

Jos L Rezroad 2 

Louis L Burgess 2 

James J Idleman 2 

TWSFoley 2 



J H Shafer 2 

JT Shillmgburg 2 

Jonathan Hiser 

W H Smith 2 

JohnP Shobe 3 

Grant Parsons 8 

Wm N Lentz 3 

Geo B Hamstead 3 

John W Ours 3 

Jennie Fredrick 4 year 

Maggie R Harman 2 

May Mooman 2 

Fannie G Thalaker 2 

Emma May 2 

Mary C Button 2 

Jennie B Lambert 2 

Mattie E V Sites 2 

Ida M Parsons 2 

Charity V Idleman 2 

Allie V Shafer 2 

Nettie Cosner 2 

Emma Yoakam 3 

M M Muntzing 3 

Annie L Shell 3 



41REENBRIER COUNTY FOR 1883— Thos. H. Dennis, SupH. 

I submit herewith my gixth and last annual report of the condi- 
tion of the Free Schools of Greenbrier county — being for the year 
ending June 30, 1883. During the six years that I have superin- 
tended the schools of this county, I have spent much time and 
labor in the effort to raise the standard of scholarship among the 
teachers, to induce a more hearty support of our school system on 
the part of the people, and, generally, to increase the efficiency of 
the schools, so as to get the best returns possible, under the circum- 
stances, from the large amount of money annually expended in 
their support. I am gratified to be able to say that, though these 
aims have not been fully accomplished, there are many things to 
which I could point showing substantial progress. I need not stop 
to inquire what has been done, for all this is insignificant in com- 
parison with what remains to be done before our schools will be 
able to meet successfully the necessities of the people. We need 
teachers, competent, professional teachers. The people are now 
dependent, in a large measure, upon a class of persons who teach 
simply because they have nothing else to do, who have but little 
education, have had no professional training, and little or no 
experience. Such persons are altogether unqualified for the respon- 
sible duties of the school room. And yet a majority of the schools, 
certainly in this part of the State, are "kept" by such teachers. 
This state of things will always continue under a system of four 
months schools. tJntil the school term is lengthened, our schools 
can never attain to a fair degree of efficiency. The efficiency of the 
school depends upon the efficiency of the teacher, and his efficiency 
upon his education, skill and experience. Until we have a well 
educated, skillful and experienced class of teachers, our schools can 
never accomplish the work for which they were designed. But 
what is there to induce one to undertake teaching as a profession, 
to expend his time and means in preparing himself for the work 
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when we offer him only four months employment in the year? As 
a consequence of the short term of employment offered to teachers, 
I find that many of the better qualified and more experienced ones 
are quitting the work, thus making room for more of the class I 
have mentioned. If the Legislature can devise a remedy for this 
state of things, it should do so, for we are expending much money 
for which we get no adequate returns. True, we have many teach- 
ers who are doing excellent work, and who, at the present rate of 
wages, are very inadequately paid, but we have just as many, I dare 
say, who get more than their services are worth. The institute is 
doing an excellent work in explaining methods, but, unfortunately, 
it can do but little toward supplying that necessary knowledge of 
the books which so many of our teachers need. In this connection, 
I desire to call attention again to a change which I think should be 
made in the institute law. As it now stands the law is unjust to 
teachers, inasmuch as it imposes a penalty (exclusion from the 
examination, and thus from the privilege of pursuing their profes- 
sion) which is out of proportion to the offence. Teachers, I believe, 
would not object to a law imposing a reasonable fine for every day 
they fail to attend the institute, the same to be deducted from their 
wages. The fine would secure their presence, and we would then 
have a law that would and could be enforced without depriving the 
people of the services of the teacher. The present law, 1 dare say, 
will never be enforced in counties where teachers are scarce. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Mamie K Austin 

J Gertrude Hounshell. 
Nannie V Ransburger. 

Mattie W Cooper 

Mary Lowry 

Lucy A Walkup 

Lizzie S Arbuckle 

Belle V Brown 

Sue C Anderson , 

EUaGCrebs 

Laura Lockridge 

Alex P Kerr 

William J Clay 

W C Walton 

PBHarrah 

M W Walton 

C M Alderson 

Henry Gilmer 

Harvey Lewis 

A C Harford 

J C McClure 

JMCorrell 

R D Alderson 

James H Bearing 

HC Nicholas 

D M Fleshman 

L J Williams 

A J Livesay 

S I Alderson 

L W Bowers 

NFOrvis 

J S Walker 

G W McClung 

J W McDowell 

S WOsborn 

M F Henry 

CO Huff 

ES McClung 

James G Branham 

JTCoffman 



Ella G Brown 2 

Rebecca A Caraway 2 

M Sue Yates 2 

Jennie R Cooper 2 

Annie E Baker 2 

Bettie Clayborne 2 

M Floy Crebs 2 

Mrs B G Sturgess 2 

Maggie McClung 2 

Bettie Alderson 2 

Lillie Campbell 2 

Mrs Annie E Herron, (col'd) 

Ernest Echols 2 

Calvin H Hanna 2 

G B McKinney 2 

W FShawver 2 

William H Withrow 2 

JH ♦^alton 2 

C N Coffman 2 

Franks White 2 

S W Dean 2 

JW Lowry 2 

Samuel Gilmer 2 

W E Larew 2 

M F Harrah 2 

A A Fleshman 2 

Joseph E McClung 2 

Isaac D Nutter 2 

William Nickell 2 

David W Ayres 2 

B N Fitzwatcr 2 

E E D Smoot 2 

Floyd E Hinkle 2 

J B Nutter 2 

W T Hill, (col'd) 

B T Perkins, (col'd) 

Emma FMcKeever 3 

Arminta McKeever 3 

Addie L Buttle 3 

Mary E Eagan 3 
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J L Miller 1 Eliza H Wy lie, (col' d) , 3 

CP Summers 1 M H Morrison 3 

E A Boiling (col'd) G A Knapp 3 

Hattie G Hunter 2 C G Larew ? 3 

LuluRMcClung 2 Lewis A Knapp 3 

Emma F Chockley 2 WP McKeever 3 

Bertie L Folk 2 C H Burns 3 

Jane L Hundly 2 C R McClung 3 

Lettie Wickline 2 James C Callison 3 

Ida V Walkup 2 George A Woodford, (col'd) 3 

Ella J Black 2 A J H Crawford 3 

Joanna M Jackson 2 William H Johnson 3 

Susie E Larew 2 



GREENBRIER COUNTY FOR 1884— J. W. Hinkle, Sup't 

, I herewith submit my first annual report, including the statistics 
and financial condition of the Free Schools of Greenbrier county for 
the year ending June 30, 1884. I have labored to make this report 
correct.. I cannot claim that it is absolutely so, but it is as nearly 
correct as I can make it from the data furnished by the district sec- 
retaries. In the main, I believe the financial report is about correct. 
Many of the secretaries brought me their reports in person, and we 
examined them together making corrections where needed. The 
secretaries had to depend upon the teachers' permanent register 
principally for the statistics, and some of them w^e so poorly kept 
that it was almost impossible for the secretaries to furnish me the 
statistics as they really are. Within this year we had one hundred 
and twenty-four schools taught in the county. I visited all except 
four, observed closely the actual work performed by the teachers, 
the condition of the school houses and grounds, and the attention 
and support given by the Boards of Education, trustees and patrons, 
and from what I saw of the general school work in all the different 
sections of the county, I am satisfied our school system is steadily 
growing into popularity and our educational outlook is hopeful. 

The greatest impediment in the way of the success of our schools 
is the lack of a sufficient number of competent teachers to teach our 
schools. The short school term and the meagre salaries paid teachers 
are not sufficient to induce men and women to prepare themselves 
for the profession of teaching. I believe the teachers of this county 
will compare favorably with those of any other county in the State, 
yet every year a number of our best teachers are abandoning the 
school room to engage in vocations giving them constant employ- 
ment and a fair remuneration for their services, thus leaving many 
of our schools to be taught by inexperienced teachers. Within the 
past five years many of our teachers have used all available means 
to improve themselves, and a corresponding improvement is notice- 
able in the general progress of the schools. 

The teachers' institute work in this county has been attended 
with success, and almost general satisfaction, yet we do not approve 
fully the institute law, as it now stands. It is highly important 
that all teachers should be required to attend an institute, but for 
those attending we think the school month should consist of only 
twenty days, or count the days spent at the institute as so many 
days taught. In this way I believe the institute work of this State 
could be made a complete success. 
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I find the universal practice in the schools of several counties is 
to begin the study of language by using the technical grammar. I 
urge the adoption of some good course of language lessons in our 
schools to precede the study of technical grammar as now generally 
taught. 

We favor that provision of our school law which exempts from 
examination four years those who have been receiving No. 1 certifi- 
cates and have been teaching in the county successfully three con- 
secutive years, and think the exemption should be longer, provided 
the teacher teaches at least one term each year. 

For the mutual improvement of our teachers and schools my 
predecessor, Superintendent Thomas H. Dennis, three years ago 
organized voluntary associations among the teachers of the county, 
which I have kept up successfully. The meetings of these associa- 
tions in different parts of the county are well attended, and have 
given an impetus to school interests, inspired the teachers with new 
life and energy for the work and have contributed largely towards 
securing uniformity in the methods of imparting instruction in our 
schools. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



P B Harrah 

L J Williams 

Haney Lewis 

J M Correll 

AC Harford 

J C McClure 

W J Clay 

L W Bowers 

James H Dearing 

J S Walker 

Alex P Kerr 

H C Nicholas 

R D Alderson 

SIAlderson 

C M Alderson 

William P Ott 

William H With row 

NF Onis 

J H Walton 

D M Fleshman 

Floyd EUinkle 

Frank S White 

M F Henr>' 

S W Osborne 

James A Mentz 

Adam P Farley 

W C Walton 

C O Huff 

ES McClung 

T G Mann 

JTCoffman 

Henry Gilmer 

James G Bramham 

S W Dean 

H C Tinsley 

George W McClung 

J L Miller 

B E Goode 

Millard F Harrah 

John J Cabel 

C M Honaker 

M W Walton 

Robert D Riddle (col'd) 

C N Coffman 

David W Ayres 

J HDotson 2 

J A Austin 2 

J A Jackson 2 



A B Nutter 2 

8 F Mvles 2 

B T Perkins (col'd) 2 

J T Hutsonpiller 3 

J C Callison s 

Lucy A Walkup i 

Sue C Anderson 1 

Mattie W Cooper 1 

Jennie R Cooper 1 

Lulu K McClung i 

Mamie K Austin l 

Gertrude Hounshell l 

Jane Lee Handly 1 

Ellen Prentice 1 

Laura Prentice 1 

Belle V Brown 1 

Ella G Brown 1 

Nannie V Ransburger 1 

Lulu J Garst , 1 

Jennie L Davis 1 

S Sue Beard 1 

Laura Reaburn 1 

Annie H Buster 1. 

Emma B Buster 1 

Lizzie S Arbuckle 1 

Ella J Black 2 

Bettie S Larew 2 

Bertie L Folk 2 

Joanna M Jackson 2 

Bettie Lynn Hounshell 2 

Mary Belle Price 2 

Ida V Walkup 2 

Emma F McKeever 2 

Elmira D McKeever '2 

Sallie M Dunbar 2 

Ruth S Gillilan 2 

Mary E Eagan 2 

Maggie McClung 2 

Laura A Sharp 2 

Annie E Herron (col'd) 2 

Rebecca J Callison 3 

Arminta McKeever 3 

Alice J McKeever 3 

Isabella Ford (col'd) 3 

Sicily Woodford (col'd) 3 

Mattie Robinson (col'd) 3 

William P McKeever 3 

William A Jeffries 3 
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€ D Hanger 2 

C H Hanna 2 

J W Lowry 2 

A C McMillion 2 

O W Kittinger 2 

DJ Maun 2 

J E McClung 2 

EED Smoot 2 

W F Lowance 2 

J L Prickett' 2 



ElletS Baker 3 

George W Norris, Jr 3 

B M Header 3 

Clsmens Green : 3 

John R Biggs 3 

A J H Crawford (col'd) 3 

George A Woodford (col'd) 3 

8 L Morris (col'd) .' 3 

J P D Gardner (col'd) 3 

William H Johnson (col'd) 3 



Note.— Refused John Hartsook and Mat Robinson (col'd). 
second time. 



Four teachers were examined 



HAMPSHIRE COUNTY FOR 1883— C. N. Hiett, Supt 

The blank upon which this report is made does not exactly cor- 
respond with the blanks upon wnich the secretaries reported to me, 
hence, I am unable to give the statistics in column 26. My supply 
of blanks have not been received from the express oflBce or this 
trouble would have been avoided, doubtless. The express office is 
eighteen miles distant and I am often at considerable trouble to get 
my supplies. 

No district makes any apportionment of school money between 
white and colored pupils. 

Two school houses were entirely, and one partially, destroyed by 
fire last winter. All were insured in one of the Wheeling com- 
panies, and the losses were promptly and satisfactorily adjusted. 

As my next report will antedate the assembling of the Legisla- 
ture, I reserve more extended remarks for insertion in it. 

teachers and grades OF their certificates. 



H J Wagoner • 1 

H A Meyer 1 

Benj McDonald 2 

W LSlonaker '. 3 

CJ Nixon 3 

Sallie V B Milleson 3 

Bertie Kelso 2 

W Eichelberger 1 

ENZeilor 3 

D W Slane 2 

J M Offutt 2 

Mary E Kackley 2 

TDPugh 2 

Levina Anderson 1 

D W Pugh 3 

J H Pepper 2 

Annie WKuykendall 2 

Lizzie Henderson 2 

Lucy Johnson 2 

Ella B Hamilton 2 

Mamie Washington 2 

Nannie W Washingtoji 2 

Annie V Wade 2 

Ella Scanlon 2 

James P Artz 2 

Sue Johnson 2 

BJ Powell 2 

Jno AMcBride 3 

James Kelley 2 

I N McDonald 3 

D M Shawen 1 

T G Pownall 1 

R S Petett 1 

W A Shannon 2 

WT High 2 

J L Buzzard 3 

Emma Wirgman 3 

Emma C Krecmcr 3 



J H Cheshire 2 

IdaL Ingman 1 

Maggie A Fleek S 

Edmund Bonney 3 

Ida E Burns 3 

Lizzie R Townsend 3 

Annie KGatton 3 

Mary Lowe 1 

J F Engle 2 

E P Creswell 3 

Jno A McBride 2 

H B Cool 2 

W BSmithson 3 

W C Parsons 2 

Jno W Hockman... 2 

Chas W Haines 2 

Mary Howard 3 

Bettie Slonaker 3 

E A Mclntyre 2 

W J Doman 3 

RR Martin 3 

BW Smith 3 

Dora Pugh 2 

J K Allamong 3 

N W Haines 1 

J T McAboy 3 

R F Rilev 1 

J F Tutwiler 1 

F M Frarie 1 

G A Lupton 2 

WD Bennett 3 

H L Henderson 2 

Howard Rannells 2 

Florence L Haines 3 

James Wirgman, Jr 3 

CJ Nixon 2 

G A Holt 1 

I M Hockman 2 
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Ella M Johnson 1 R D Haines 3 

TF Henderson 3 C J F Shade 3 

RSPownall 2 Henrj- Rolls 2 

C O Streby 3 C F Poland 1 

L A Carder 3 Alice Gamble 1 

H M Emmart 3 J W Hiett 3 

J I Pownall 2 JH McDonald 3 

A P McClellan 1 Brown 3 

J B McNemar 3 IN Rogers 1 

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY FOR 1884.— C. N. Hiett, SupL 

I send you herewith my annual statistical and financial report of 
the condition of Free Schools in the county of Hampshire for the 
scholastic year ending June 30, 1884. I am not in the habit of ex- 
cusing prooable imperfections in my reports on account of the hur- 
ried manner in which they are made up, but the whole has been 
done in one day and may contain some mistakes. I have implored 
the secretaries to report promptly, and I have no cause to complain 
of those officers in Mill Creek, Sherman, Gore and Springfield dis- 
tricts. The secretary of Bloomery has never been behind hand but 
once. Our institute, beginning Monday next, the report had to be 
made to-day or wait till September. Just as I got the statistical 
portion completed and the columns all footed, I received the report 
from Capon and was obliged to reopen the whole thing in order to 
insert it. The report from Romney has not yet been received. I 
will have to report it separately when received, or if you will send 
me additional blanks for county superintendent's reports I will 
make a separate and complete report, so far as statistics are con- 
cerned, when the report from Romney comes to hand. 

Several changes are needed in the school law, to which I would 
call attention if I had the time and thought my recommendations 
would have any efiect. I think the Legislature did a bad thing when 
it fixed the minimum to which teachers' salaries shall be reduced. 
Hampshire had always paid good salaries before that enactment 
was made, but in nearly every district the boards are rapidly re- 
ducing the salaries to the price set down in the law, and good 
teachers will have to abandon the profession for some employment 
at whicK they can make a living. I do not think district boards 
should be allowed to reduce teachers' salaries below $30 for No. 1, 
$25 for No. 2 and $20 for No. 3. 

The blanks for county superintendents' and secretaries' re- 
ports do not properly correspond in many particulars. I will hurried- 
ly give some cases in which they disagree, hoping the matter will 
be remedied. 

Column 61 — Blanks on superintendent's report for noting visits 
by parents and guardians ; no such blank column on secretary's 
report. 

Columns 27, 28, 29, 30 and 31 — Girls come first on the superin- 
tendent's report and last on the secretary's report ; this causes great 
confusion. 

Column 116, sherifi''s commission, should come in before column , 
114 to make it agree with secretary's report. 

Column 141 should come before column 140 to agree with the secre- 
tary's report. 
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Column 29 — Number of pupils enrolled who are 16 years of age 
and more. We are required to report this separately in regard to 
males and females. How are we to do it as to colored pupils, when 
there is no distinction as to sex on the secretary's report? (Column 
90.) 

The great educational needs of our county are fewer schools, bet- 
ter located, with a consequently larger attendance; then fewer 
teachers would be required, and we could have the advantage of 
selection, which we can never have while we have more schools than 
teachers. Wiping out one-third of our schools would enable us to 
pay teachers large salaries and the examining board could increase 
the requirements for No. 1 certificates ; something we would like to 
do very much. 

The law requiring teachers to attend an institute before being 
admitted to examination is a grievous one when coupled with the 
pitiful salaries received in some of the districts of this county. 

We have 101 schools this year. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Ella B HamUton 2 

Nannie V Ewers 2 

Ella May Johnson 1 

Sarah C Leatherman 3 

Bertie Sneathen 3 

H J Wagoner 1 

SI Kreemer 1 

R S Pownall 2 

A F MeClellan 2 

DM Shawen 1 

M Bell Carrol 3 

EC Kreemer 3 

I N McDonald 3 

Ella Pcanlon 1 

Ellsworth Kerns 3 

Cyrus O Streby 3 

E F Shane , 3 

James P Artz 2 

C J Nixon 2 

Levina Anderson 1 

M E Kackley 2 

Jacob H Pepper 3 

Rev W Eichelberger 1 

Charles W Pultz 1 

L F A Carder 2 

TI Pownall 2 

John A McBride 3 

H M Emmast 3 

N W Haines 1 

IM Hockman 2 

Lizzie Henderson 2 

Thomas F Henderson 2 

WD Bennett 3 

J M Offutt 2 

Thomas D Pugh 2 

George A Holt 1 

Lucy M Johnson 2 

Effiie Mercer 2 

James M .Showen 3 

E F Shane 2 

L H Henderson 2 

J L Buzzard 2 

Emma V Grace 3 

Maggie A Fleek 3 

RF Riley 2 

Mary A Howard 3 

Wm A Shannon 2 

B W Shaiiholtzer 1 

A C Cowgill 1 

Alice M Gamble 2 

James Wirgman, Jr 3 



Lewis G Albright 2 

Robert G Cool 2 

H Bain Cool 2 

A F MeClellan 1 

Charles W Stump 2 

John R Grapes 2 

Charles W Haines 2 

C L Carter 2 

C J Nixon 1 

WC Garvin 2 

Howard Rannells 2 

M E Mclntyre 2 

Bertie Kelso 2 

Luther A Heatewole 3 

J F Tutwiler 1 

FM Frane 1 

J H Cheshire 1 

HughP Cline 3 

CO Streby 2 

Sallie MiUeson 3 

SallieF Creswell 3 

WmC Parsons 2 

Warner T High 2 

BW Smith 3 

E N Zeilor 3 

Elmer Bowers 

JK Allamong 

JM Ward 3 

Belle Swisher 

James I Ewers 1 

J T Shuler 3 

Herman A Meyer 1 

D W Slanc 2 

I M Groves 2 

W J Doman 3 

WL Slenaker 2 

John W Hockman 2 

E A McGlathery 3 

Hattie Kerns 2 

JM Offutt 2 

SB Neill 2 

L A Heatewole 3 

J J Pittman 2 

Marshall Brooks 3 

Berkelv Alderton 3 

John Filler 1 

J Brooks McGann 1 

Nannies Darling 2 

JW Hiett 3 

C F Powell 1 
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HANCOCK COUNTY FOR 1883— W. C. Yottan, SupH. 

I herewith submit ray annual report of the condition of the 
schools of Hancock county for your inspection and approval or 
disapproval : 

SCHOOLS. 

I am pleased to state that there are cheering evidence of progress ; 
at times in educational matters advancement may seem slow, yet it 
is none the less sure. The standard of excellency in the majority, 
if not all of the schools in the county, is greatly advanced. AH the 
schools were visited once and part of them twice ; onp-half day, with 
one or two exceptions, was spent in each. The schools were found 
better classified than at time of former visit, which certainly indi- 
cates progress. Visits made by parents and school oflBcers are 
entirely too unfrequent. Most of our people demand good schools, 
yet they fail by their visits to show their appreciation of such,* slb 
they do in otlier matters from which they expect to derive benefit 
directly or indirectly. 

HOUSES. 

All the houses in the county with two or three exceptions are in 
good condition ; several of them have been repaired, repainted, new 
black-boards put in, &c. One district (Grant) has provided for 
each of its houses an Encyclopaedia and Webster's Dictionary. 
Many of the houses have no apparatus whatever, and nothing has 
been done during the past year by the school officers to supply the 
needful want. We may say, with as good reason, a mechanic may 
be required to work without the necessary tools as a teacher without 
apparatus. 

SCHOOL GROUNDS. 

It is regretted that only a few can be reported as of sufficient 
size of "one-half acre or more," neatly fenced, planted with shade 
trees and properly arranged for the plays of children. The sur- 
roundings certainly have a great deal to do in helping to make the 
school pleasant and attractive. Where the most attractive school 
grounds are found, as a rule, we find the school among the best, 
because where everything is beautiful and home-like children love 
to go to school. 

TEACHERS. 

Our teachers are constantly improving, and consequently are 
deserving, demanding and receiving better wages. As the success 
of the school depends principally upon the efficiency of the teacher, 
it is all important that well qualified ones should be employed, and 
Hancock county seems to show her appreciation of such qualified 
teachers by the salaries she pays. Every district this year pays $40 
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per month to those holding No. 1 certificates. In some sub-districts 
an additional sum *'made up" by the patrons of the school was 
given. It does seem to be an injustice to some teachers holding 
No. 3 certificates that they receive only $25 or $30 per month, when 
they do as much, and as was found in some instances in the same 
district, better work than those who were more fortunate in obtain- 
ing a higher grade of certificate ; though, as a rule, teachers hold- 
ing No. 1 certificates are the best. Owing to the change in the 
school law in regard to the standard of grading certificates, fewer 
No. l^s were granted than usual ; while the average per cent, of the 
certificate was up to that required by law it fell below the required 
per cent, on some branch. Yet no doubt the law is rightly consid- 
ered a good one. Considerable difficulty was experienced in pro- 
curing a quota of teachers. Many applicants for certificates, because 
of their not having attended the institute and could not give a "suffi- 
cient excuse" for so doing, were not admitted to an examination, 
but owing to the law and opinions given by the school department, 
the members of the Board of Examiners believe they did their duty 
as school officers, and the effects of such decisions will no doubt be 
seen by the increased number in attendance at the coming institute. 
It is the duty of all teachers to endeavor to impress on the minds of 
their pupils the principles of morality, truth and justice and to teach 
them to shun falsehood, profanity and intemperance. The teacher 
that is addicted to any one or all of the last named should be ex- 
cluded as an instructor of the youth of our State. 

INSTITUTE AND EXAMINATIONS. 

The county institute convened at Fairview at 2 o'clock p. m. 
July 31, and continued in session five days. Prof. J. C. Gwinn, of 
Wheeling, conductor. It was considered one of the best and most 
interesting ever held in the county. Many of the sessions, especially 
those held in the evening, were well attended by the citizens, and it 
is believed much good was accomplished. The lecture delivered by 
Miss A. Taylor, of Wheeling Female College, on the "Higher Edu- 
cation of Women," was well received and highly appreciated by a 
large and attentive audience. 

Four examinations were held. Thirty-nine applicants were ad- 
mitted to examination for certificate ; of these five failed to receive 
the grade for a No. 8. 

CONCLUSION. 

For the many acts of kindness from school officers, teachers and 
friends of education and to the citizens of the county for their hos- 
pitality I again return my sincere thanks. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

H Brown Scott 1 Radie Beebout 2 

WJ Huff. 1 Nannie Frank 2 

OS Marshall 1 Aggie McClurg 2 

VB Bernard 1 Caroline Hart 2 

Maggie McDonald 1 Sallie Cameron 2 

R H Jackson 1 GA Snowden 2 
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Lucy McConnell 1 

Sallie Fleming 1 

J Walter Barnes 1 

O G Campbell 2 

Nora Clark 2 

Maggie Gracie 2 

Bell Morrow 2 

Nannie Azdell 2 

Lizzie Holland 2 

Flora Campbell 2 

Julia Schauble 2 

^Examined twice. 



Laura Dunnington 2 

Mary A Newell. 2 

A M Jackson 2 

Aggie Cameron 3 

J C Cunningham 3 

*Mrs J P Watt 3 

*J P Watt 3 

Alice Bucher S 

*J O Marshall 3 

RL McCabe 3 

*Lizzie Morrow 3 



HANCOCK COUNTY FOR 1884— W. J. Huff, SupH. 

(No Written Report,) 

HARDY COUNTY FOR 1883— Jas. W. Kuykendall, SupH. 

I herewith submit the annual report of the schools of Hardy 
county for the year ending June 30, 1883. I have used all the 
available material in my power and believe it is about as complete 
in all its parts as I can make it. 

But few of the trustees make any report to the Secretary. 

The discrepancy in the teachers' fund, (columns 72 and 125^) in 
Capon district as to balance in the treasury, and balance due the 
district, and also in the building fund (columns 107 and 134) in 
both Capon and Moorefield districts, is due to outstanding orders. 

By order of the Board of Education of Capon district, the tuition 
for pupils transferred to Hampshire county was accounted for under 
the teachers' fund, instead oi the building fund, and is given in 
column 71 of this report. 

The lowest rate of salary, (column 137-J^) Moorefield district, is 
$20, as that was the lowest rate fixed upon by the Board, but by 
agreement with the teacher, one school, of but few scholars, was 
taught for $15 per month. 

As there were no blanks in the secretaries' reports corresponding 
to colums 25 and 26 of this report, they furnished no data by which 
to report them. 

teachers and grades of their certificates. 



Annie A Fetzer 1 

Kate Wilson 1 

Hattie A Newbouse 3 

S T Goings 3 

Carrie B Chambers 2 

Laura F Wilson 1 

Annie V Cline 3 

Annie E Barney 3 

J Hawkins Orndorff. 2 

H Rilev Orndorff. 2 

A B Heltzell 2 

Joseph H Hawkins 3 

MVV Gamble 1 

Jonathan W Pope 3 

A Walker 3 

I V Seymour 2 

Henry J ( 'owger 2 

Henrv Heishman 1 

J R Clem 3 

BW Chrisman 1 



D U Wittig 2 

SW Grady 3 

A B Jenkins 2 

Joseph May ,*. 3 

Annie L Snarr 3 V 

S R Ludwig 2 

James E Elosser 2 

William S Marshall 2 

James W Elosser 1 

S A Reynolds 3 

L C Everley 2 

D B Haines 1 

Clara B Haines 1 

Noah C Heishman 3 

John Movers 2 

B F Deitrick 2 

John A Reid, (col'd) Special 

John F Luker, (col'd) 3 

George WStrawder, (col'd) Special 

Fannie M Williams, (col'd) Special 
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HARDY COUNTY FOR 1884— W. Varner, Swp't 

I have the honor to submit to you my first annual report. I think 
you will find it quite correct. In regard to the general school work 
of my county, I will say that there is an increasing desire on the 
part of parents and children to acquire knowledge, although I am 
forced to say that the people are not fully awakened to their true in- 
terests. The tax-payers are obliged to pay their money for educa- 
tional purposes, but the poor class of people do not receive the full 
benefit of the money paid. The enumeration this year in Hardy county, 
is 2386 ; the enrollment is 1611, while the average daily attendance is 
only 885. My labors have been directed to one special end, namely, 
that of increasing the daily attendance in our schools. A great deal 
Itill remains to be accomplished in the school work of our county. 
The cause of education must not suffer. I trust that the people in 
general will be more interested in the education of their own ofi*- 
spring, and that they will give their children what the public schools 
intend them to have, a practical education. 

I have only a few words to say by way of explanation. Under 
the head of receipts you observe that I have received a larger amount 
than either of the members of the Examining Board. This is due 
to the fact that I was obliged to conduct two special examinations 
myself for colored teachers. Several of our teachers failed last 
year. This year none failed. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



C WFrye 2 

S W Grady 2 

J W Pope 2 

A B Heltzel 1 

A Walker 2 

J E Williams 2 

B C Vance 2 

I V Seymour 1 

W W Anderson 2 

NO Heishman 2 

S A Reynolds 2 

A B McCauley 2 

James H OrndorfF. 2 

T J Cofftnan 2 

HOrndorflf. 1 

A B Heltzel 1 

W S Marshall 1 

John W Elosser 1 

James E Elosser 1 

Bell Wilson 3 

H Hisghman 1 

B W Chrisman 1 

John Moyers 1 

N M Rosenberger 2 

S A Ludwig 2 

C Fitzwater 2 



B F Deitrick '^ 

Joseph May 2 

George W Cullers 2 

A B Jenkins 2 

J AReid (col'd) Special 

Carrie G Chambers 1 

Sallie K Chambers 1 

Annie A Fetzer 1 

Hattie A Newhouse 2 

Kate Wilson 1 

Annie M Hutton 2 

Sue T Goings 2 

Kate P Gamble 1 

Annie V Cline 2 

Addie F Spurrier 1 

Clara B Haines 1 

Florence L Haines 2 

AnnieLSnarr 3 

\r j^ Bean 2 

Bettie W GambieV.///////.^^^ T 

Lizzie Miller 3 

Laura Didawick 3 

Maggie Basye 3 

Virginia Jackson (col'd) 3 

RosieLuker (col'd) 3 

Louisa E Smith (col'd) Special 



HARRISON COUNTY FOR 1883— J. N. David, SupH. 

The schools were generally successful. In a few places trouble 
arose because the teacher refused "to treat" at Christmas. 

6 
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INSTITUTES. 

The county institutes were well attended, and good results will 
follow. In Elk, Grant and Tenmile, successful institutes were con- 
ducted monthly by the teachers. 

(CERTIFICATES. 

The four years' certificate will, I think, be an advantage, but there 
is no provision compelling the holder to attend an institute. 

CARE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY. 

More attention is being paid to school property, but there is a sad 
neglect in this matter. Quiet Dell, taught by Mr. Albert Hoff, wa& 
the only school in the county that observed Arbor Day. The 
Board of Education at Clarksburg, several years ago planted tree» 
in their ground, and have taken good care of them. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

Blank No. 25 was condemned as useless by most of the teachers 
at the institute. First, because pages are no evidence of progress- 
Second. It goes to the secretary and is never seen again. 

A resolution was passed almost unanimously by the teachers at 
the Clarksburg institute, June 1883, requesting that Holmes' His- 
tory be changed as soon as possible for one with a better arrange- 
ment of the facts. 

STATISTICS OF ATTENDANCE. 

Looking at the enumeration, enrollment and average daily 
attendance, it appears that nearly 71 per cent, are enrolled and 4& 
per cent, are in daily attendance. Of the enrollment 64 per cent, 
are in daily attendance, making it appear that a large number are 
growing up in ignorance. But "averages" are very unreliable, a sort 
of guessing at facts. Deducting the number who have completed 
the common school course, (true they do not hold "diplomas," but 
have the knowledge all the same,) and those attending private schools 
or receiving their education at-home, my observation is, so far as 
this county is concerned, but very few are growing up ignorant of 
the common school course. 

WANTS. 

A different plan for the examination of teachers. 

A district superintendent to enable pupils who complete a course 
of study to have a "diploma." 

A district treasurer, so that teachers will not expend a goodly por- 
tion of their salary riding after the sheriff to obtain it. 
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Blanks so arranged that only those items required by the State 
department need, to be reported, for they are the only ones that 
ever reach the public. 

Mr. C. W. Helmic, secretary of Union district, desires me ta 
report the following to the State Superintendent : "While I think 
there are many items in the foregoing blank (Secretary's report) 
that might be left out and no detriment arise to the cause, and some 
items changed or modified, so as to adapt them more perfectly to 
the. conditions of surface and population as affecting the schools^ 
yet I must say that the present State Superintendent has mani- 
fested more diligence and more study in preparing blanks to have 
them adapted to the system of schools and conditions of the same 
in this State than any of his predecessors, and has made several 
important steps in the right direction, especially in blanks showing 
condition of finances." 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



W C Ward 1 

J L Freeman s 1 

RB PhiUips 1 

C S Holden.... 1 

J P Freeman 1 

W C Burnside 1 

Byron J Hudkins 2 

Ambrose J West 2 

A M Westfall 1 

George C McKlnley 2 

W N Patton 2 

J O Hickman 2 

Isaiah Conley 1 

Robert Lee Hoflf. 1 

Corinne Reynolds,. .« 1 

Alice Kelley 1 

Addie Price 2 

Lauia A West 1 

Ilea C Davis 2 

Hattie Chidester 2 

Ruhama A Bell 2 

Emma Kennedy 1 

Isabella M Daviford 1 

T J Woofter 1 

Mrs Navine Everett 1 

M S Blair 1 

Nellie Barnes 1 

Ada Northcott 1 

Florence Randolph 1 

Effie Randolph 1 

Dora Ridenour 1 

Alice Ridenour 1 

M Anna Dunn 1 

Dora B Rogers 1 

Ella Wolfe 3 

Julia A Smith 3 

Mollie V Smith 2 

Rua P Chapin 3 

W M Blair 1 

Emma S Bartlett 1 

M VV Gravson 1 

Perry C Williams 3 

Levi B Davis 1 

Albert Hoff 1 

William J Trough ] 

Albert Lee Romine 3 

Bruce Hickman 2 

R A Morrow 1 

J M M Benedum 1 

Oscar O Morrow 2 

S A Cavalier 2 

.Tunius B Romine 1 

Ella Wolfe 1 

A J Wilkinson 2 



J H Grimsley 

H Hoflf 

LuellaHall 

A'J Wilkinson 

Marv A HofT 

J E David 

J M Holmes 

DP Moore 

Thomas B Peppers 

George W Swiger 

A T Kile 2 

C R Bacchus 2 

Rezin Reed 2 

Annie Kile 2 

Alice A Lyon 2 

WC Ferine 2 

Bessie Griflftth 2 

A L Romine 1 

John A Russell 2 

Mrs Carrie Bartlett 1 

WS Moore 2 

J W Barnes 2 

Theodore W Martin 3 

Laura V Thompson 2 

Mattie Teter 2 

John Pattor 1 

G C Lewis 1 

ArethiaA Bartlett 2 

F R McCarty » 

Grant Young 1 

Scott H White 1 

MJ Giltuer 1 

Lizzie Bunner 1 

F M Pigott ? 

G W Martin 1 

TS Manley a 

M S Duncan 3- 

LA Gore 1 

Mattie Teter 2 

Rebecca J Faruer 1 

F M Harbert 1 

J W Flanigan 2 

A Q Fortney 2 

J B Fowler 1 

A M Billingslea 2 

M S Duncan 2 

AlexS Parish 1 

J B Hughes 3 

Mollie E Wolfe Failed 

Laura V Thompson Failed 

Belle Kidd Failed 

J P Thompson Failed 

Enoch S Dalson Failed 

Dora Parr Failed 



44 



FREE SCHOOLS. 



J W Bonner 1 

Creed Crim 1 

Columbia A Denham 1 

Amelia McCray 1 

Miriam Denham 1 

Arthur O Flowers 1 

A O Fortney 2 

Lovd M Jarvis 3 

P M Long 1 

Vesta Denham 1 

Mary Clark 1 

Charles Powell 1 

Richard Fonney 1 

Wm M Lenham 2 

T F Melntire ^ 2 

Belle Righter 1 

Mollie V Smith 1 

Rose L Smith 1 

Loverna Pepper 1 

WLShinn 2 

Nannie Reynolds 1 

S G Wadeworth 2 

ECTetriek 1 

T S Gerrard 1 

J P Thompson 2 

Jennie B Davis 1 

Weldon Vamer 1 

Euphainie R Young 2 

Ella Wolfe 1 

Mollie Wolfe 3 

Melville Conley 1 

LT Wright 2 

Mollie Swisher 1 

Mary A Hoff 2 

Ruhama A Bell 1 

J E Curry 2 

Olla Cost 1 

Columbia A High 1 

Jessie Cost 1 

Belle Kidd 2 

Charles F Swisher 2 

Anna Hughes 3 

Mrs Kate Gallagher 1 

Luther A Bond 1 

A G McCorkle 1 

Cora Billingslee 1 

L M Jarvis 2 

John A Rusk 2 

JS Kile 1 

J H Crimsley 2 

M F Snider 1 

Levi D Talbott 3 

W A Marsh 2 

John Gittings 1 

Scott H White 3 

Helen V Holden 1 

J N Wolvertou 2 

BD Rose 1 

AL Romine 2 

ELHarbert 2 

Grant Young 2 

BF Robinson 2 

M L Patterson 1 

J W Samples 1 

AQ Fortney 2 

W L Shinn 2 

J H Holt 1 

L L Bailey 1 

Kate Alto Ross Kayser 1 

JN Wolverton 1 

Burr Bassel 1 

Lou J Broke 1 

JN Wilkinson 1 



E L Harbert Failed 

T S Gifford Failed 

L A Bond Withdrew 

L L Bailey Withdrew 

JohnPatton Withdrew 

John Gittings 1 

Nellie Barnes 1 

Florence M Randolph 1 

Mrs Naomi Everett 1 

JMDavisson 1 

Bennett Rittenhouse 2 

Corinne Reynolds 1 

EmmaS Bartlett 1 

W C Burnside 2 

J A Russell 2 

OUie Cost 1 

Ilea V Davis 1. 

Alice Woofter 1 

M Anna Dawn 1 

Jessie Cost 1 

B F Ramage 1 

Rufus Holden 1 

W E Ward 1 

G C Lewis 1 

A J West 1 

Josie Craig 1 

James E Lanham 2 

Ella Wolfe 1 

W N Patton 2 

Mrs Julia A Smith 2 

P C Williams 3 

M R Post 3 

Rua P Chapin 3 

Maggie Kidd 2 

J H Hughes 2 

Adda Price 2 

Rebecca Thompson 3 

Jessie B Fouse 2 

E M Kelley 2 

Lionne Gaston 3 

Camdena Bartlett 2 

Belle Kidd 2 

Rua Bartlett 1 

George C McKinley 3 

Shada Ladevig 2 

.Belle Righter 1 

M W Grayson 1 

Alma Bartlett 1 

Laura A West 2 

J O Hickman 2 

R L Fortnev 2 

K A R Kayser 1 

Lutie M Freeman 3 

J P Thompson 2 

Isaiah Conlev 1 

George C Mckinley 2 

A MWestfall 1 

Mary M Bov/en 1 

Dora Ridenour 1 

Alice Ridenour 1 

Camdena Bartlett 1 

Bessie Griffith 1 

Jessie B Fouse 1 

Guy Bassell 1 

Maggie Kidd 1 

Mrs Kate Gallagher 2 

Welden Varner 1 

George W Isenhart :' 

S ACoffman 2 

Harry Shuttleworth 1 

O M Swiger FMilcd 

Loyd D Swisher Failed 



HARRISON COUNTY FOR 1884— J. N. David, SupH. 



The schools in this county are in good condition. District insti- 
tutes in Elk, Grant, Tenmile, Santes and Simpson, did good work. 
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In a number of places the school grounds have been fenced, and 
shade trees planted. These facts do not appear in the statistical 
report, because there was no column for them in the secretaries^ 
blanks. 

Permit me to suggest that fewer statistics be required, and that 
blanks be made to correspond throughout. 

It will»be a bright day for the schools of this State when they are 
removed from the influence of party politics. No sooner does a 
school officer get a good work started, and some life infused into 
the system, than he is decapitated by his own party or crushed by 
his opponents in political sentiment. It is cruel that children 
should suffer, that political parties may win. It is a murder of 
innocentB. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



RL Hoff. 1 

J P Thompson 1 

J W Barnes 2 

J H Hughes 1 

W C Burnside 1 

E M Kelly 1 

WH Marsh 1 

BC Davis 2 

Humphrey Hoff. 1 

Melville Conley 1 

G W Isenhart 3 

Charles C Fox 2 

M F Snider 1 

CE Reynolds 3 

M S Blair 1 

MJ Giltner 1 

O O Morrow 2 

R A Morrow 2 

J N Conley 1 

BF Robinson 1 

BC Davis 1 

LB Romine 1 

BD Rose 1 

F M Pigott 2 

J S Pigott 2 

Albert Hoff. 1 

C E Reynolds 2 

AQFortney 1 

Grant Young 1 

John O Duncan 2 

George C McKinley 2 

JS Kile 1 

Scott H White 1 

Ellsworth E Shock 3 

T F Mclntire 2 

J O Hickman I 

C F Swisher 2 

JB Hughes 1 

AT Kile 1 

L H Wright 1 

S A Cavalier 2 

F R McCarty 2 

J E Curry 1 

ELHarbert 2 

W N Patton 2 

J H Rusk 2 

OM Swiger 3 

A J Wilkinson 

JN Wilkinson 

WB Wilkinson 

ES Davisson 

J N Wolverton 

W C Ferine 

JW Flanigan 2 

C C Fox 1 

F M Cunningham 3 

P C Williams 2 



J P Thompson 1 

M R Post 2 

Luther ARighter 3 

B F Robinson 1 

M W Grayson 1 

H Hoff. 1 

W M Lanham 2 

W N Patton 2 

M SBlair 1 

Creed Cain 1 

TS Gerrard 1 

E C Tetrick 1 

P M Long 1 

JL Freeman 1 

J W Sample 1 

Columbia A High 1 

Mrs Kate Gallagher 1 

Vesta Denham 1 

Mary Hoff 2 

Belle Kidd 2 

Lime Gaston 1 

Laura A West 2 

Letia Ash 3 

EuphamiaR Young 2 

Nannie R Reynolds 3 

Eva M Hennen 2 

Loverna Pepper 2 

Jennie B Davis 2 

Ann M Davis 3 

Sarah EBoggess 3 

Effie Randolph 1 

AUie M Conway 1 

Edwena Huffman 3 

Florence M Randolph 1 

Mary J Lowe 1 

Jennie B Davis 1 

Nannie Reynolds 1 

Addie Price 1 

Helen Holden 1 

Rose L Smith 1 

Mollie Smith 1 

Mary Hoff 1 

Mollie E Wolfe 3 

Hattie Chidester 1 

Low J Brake 1 

Susan A Wolfe 1 

Eduena Huft'iaan 2 

MattieTeter 1 

Alvaretta McCarty 3 

Annie S Rue 2 

Ruhama Bell 1 

Lelia Ash 2 

Loverna Pepper l 

Odell V Garrett 2 

Isa Alexander 2 

Clara Shore 2 

Mrs Carrie Bartlett 1 
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CLMcIntire 2 

W I Nutter 1 

John Patton 1 

S A Cavalier 2 

John M Holmes 1 

R A Morrow 1 

ThosB Peflfer 1 

LL Bailey 1 

A S Parish 1 

W LShiun 1 

Loyd Swisler 2 

PM Harbert 1 

S A Coflfman 3 

R L Fortney 1 

C C Bhowalter 1 

CF Swisher 2 

JWBames 2 

O M Swiger 3 

Ira E Billingslea 2 

TJ Mclutire 1 

G W Martin 1 

GW Swiger 1 

8 A Cavalier 1 

M li Patterson 1 

G C Lewis ] 

Dexter B Orr 2 

John G Gittings 1 

Rufus Holden 1 

B F Ramage 1 

A J West 1 

EM'Kelly 1 



Zoe Lowe l 

Jessie LHill 2 

Alcinda Cochran 2 

Alice A Lyon 2 

Alma Bartlett i 

Mojlie V Smith i 

Rose L Smith i 

RuaPChapin ^ 3 

Emma 8 Bartlett 1 

Liliie Meredith 2 

M Anna Dunn ^ 1 

Allie M Conway : 1 

Ada Norihcott 1 

Dora Ridenour 1 

Naomi Everett 1 

Jennie Wilson 1 

Nora E Kennedy 2 

Effle Randolph i 

Belle Kidd 2 

Rachel Mearns 2 

Fannie Rapp 2 

Isa Alexander 2 

Mrs Julia A Smith 2 

Alice Ridenour 1 

Nellie Barnes i 

Lizzie Homer 2 

I M Davisson 1 

Belle Righter 1 

Alice Kelly a vear 

<; A Deuham 4 ' " 

Miriam Denham 4 •* 



JACKSON COUNTY FOR 1883— W. P. Kerwood, SupH. 

I herewith transmit my second annual report of the schools in 
the county of Jackson, and it affords me great pleasure and satisfac- 
tion to state that this year is not without its improvements. The 
secretaries made far better and more accurate reports than last year, 
which is absolutely essential to an accurate report of a County 
Superintendent. 

You will find my statistical report about correct, although it does 
not contain whole number days present and whole number days 
absent. These items are not embraced in the last annual report of 
the secretary. The teachers of Jackson deserve great credit for 
having accomplished such a vast amount of school work through 
earnest and efficient endeavors at such a low rate of salary. The 
progressive teachers of the county have made extraordinary efforts 
to better qualify themselves and to be more efficient in the great 
work of teaching the youth of our country. While the teachers 
have been thus using their energies to elevate the standard of teach- 
ing, and to perpetuate the educational interest of the county, they 
have heartily desired, and earnestly expected not only to deserve 
but to command and receive, a higher rate of salary ; yet each year 
their noble aspirations are unfledged, their hopes blighted, when 
they, too, plainly observe that their salary is fixed, not with reference 
to skill and ability, but with reference to lowest rate of levy possible. 
Year by year we notice that in Jackson county the average age of 
the teachers is less and less, from the fact that many good teachers 
learn that it is not profitable to teach and soon quit the business 
to engage in some other profession, not because they dislike the 
business of teaching, or aspire for more honorable positions, but for 
the sake of a vocation more profitable. When the ideal school work 
of to-day is accomplished morally, socially, intellectually and scien- 
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tifically in West Virginia, it will be when the teachers receive a 
higher rate of salary. The future outlook of the schools is not so 
flattering as may be desired, but is as favorable as could be expected 
under circumstances peculiarly detrimental to its most rapid progress. 
During my visitations I was delighted with the interest, peace and 
the harmony that prevails among the teachers and pupils through- 
out the county. May great success crown every effort that tends to 
popular education. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



W H O'Brien 1 

Millard Phelps 2 

John P Riser 1 

Virginia L Raymey 2 

Wellington Lester 1 

W H Wheeler 3 

Victoria King 2 

Belle Sayre 1 

EE Stareher, jr 1 

Milissa Fleming 1 

WH Miller 1 

Greek A Chase 1 

Ida Uraham 3 

J L Davis 2 

Maggie Wright _ 1 

Jas Jones "2 

Mrs Ida L Slaven 1 

Carry E Ward 2 

Maggie E Wilson 1 

C G Archer 1 

M O Archer 2 

J M Barnes 2 

S S Ban 1 

RB Carter 2 

BS Cheuvront 1 

E H Flinn .'. 2 

J H Carr 2 

John W King 2 

W J King ; 2 

tj C Nesselrood 1 

VR Poling 2 

W H Rardin 2 

M A Ruckman 1 

PH Slaven 1 

J R Slaven 1 

George Stalling 2 

R L Thompson 3 

JE Wilson 1 

I M Wallace 2 

Lewis Young 1 

M P Atkins 1 

Agnes Beaty 2 

Minnie Duer 1 

Mrs Julia Evans 2 

E M Johnson 1 

Mrs M J Johnson ] 

Mrs Frances Kent 1 

A M Taylor 1 

Dell Morgan 1 

Archer Simeon 2 

J P Anderson 1 

James A Cole. 1 

WG Duer 1 

F P Harris 1 

RB Howard 2 

JH Johnson 1 

W D Kieffe 2 

GN Lockhart 1 

C N Matheuey 1 

I P Parsons 1 

L B Pennebaker 1 

R B Pickins 1 

J W Parsons 2 

JJPeden 2 

JN Powel 2 

J F Shrieve 1 



Riley Harpold 1 

Elijah McRa 3 

Ida M Taylor 2 

Lou M Warth i 

J W Greene i 

RoseyE King i 

W F Stareher i 

EL McDole 2 

W H Surgeon 2 

GARader 2 

FS Ball : 1 

J W Crites 2 

Mrs L E Stout 2 

W A Rankins 2 

I V Johnson 2 

A B Corbin i 

WMSallaz i- 

Charles Summers 2 

MattieCasto 2 

C G Maddox 2 

Mary M Staats 2 

Maggie Knight 2 

G W Harpold 2 

J M Pfost 1 

Louisa Norris 3 

Jane A Bradley 2 

M V Bowles 2 

Georgie Miller 2 

E A Winter 3 

Kate Ashley 2 

W F Bonnett 2 

J B Casto 2 

Ida M Green 3 

A F Slaughter 2 

A M Maddox 2 

W E Derenburger 2 

G H Bonnett 2 

J M Parsons j 

H L Casto 2 

Lee B Pickens 2 

J B Casto 3 

A J Bowles 3 

GH Duff. 1 

R M Duff. 2 

Robert Mate, jr 2 

Joel Skeen 3 

Addison Casto 1 

W F Windle 1 

OF Thomas 3 

D W Cunningham 2 

J M Carney, M D 2 

Maggie L Greer 2 

B F Moore 1 

Virgie Casto 2 

G W Pringle 3 

B L Duff. _ 

Newton Duffleld - 

Adam Harpold 3 

Vincent Tibbies 2 

W S Duff. 1 

A B Reedy 1 

Sherman Sparks 1 

W M Slaughter 1 

J 8 Bowles 3 

F M Casto 3 

B F Windle 2 
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JACKSON COUNTY FOR 1884— Isaiah P. Parsons, SufL 

I have the honor to transmit herein my first annual report of the 
condition of the Free Schools of Jackson county for the year end- 
ing on the 30th day of June, 1884. My report is not as complete in 
every respect as I desire to have it. I have made it replenarj'^ as 
possible. Many items which should be reported to me by the secre- 
taries are omitted; I think, however, that most of the secretaries of 
this county are deeply interested in our schools. I am sorry to say 
that there is one secretary in this county who has not complied 
with law in a single instance by reporting to me. When I wanted 
the report of enumeration of youths in his district I had to employ 
a man to go to his office and get it. Having waited for his annual 
report several days after the time prescribed by law for him to send 
it I sent for it, but did not get it until August. Being thus delayed 
will cause my report to be brief. All of our school districts are in 
excellent condition as regards the finance. No district is in debt ; 
all have money in the treasury. I am delighted to be able to report 
progress in our schools. I visited nearly all the schools in the 
county last winter. With very few exceptions they were doing well. 
The deep snows necessarily decreased the attendance. A large 
majority of our teachers are young and inexperienced, but they 
work zealously in the schools. I am glad to say that many of our 
teachers are striving hard to increase their qualifications and be- 
come more efficient in the school work. While it is true that a 
small number of the teachers of this county have not attended any 
of the Normal Schools this year, a large number of them have been 
enrolled in the select schools taught in this county this summer. 
Our institute, which convened at Jackson Court House in August, 
1883, was well attended, and under the very able and efficient in- 
struction of Prof. A. L. Purinton, was a decided success. I must 
not forget to say that the unusual interest manifested at our insti- 
tute was greatly increased by the presence and co-operation of the 
Hon. Bernard L. Butcher, State Superintendent of Free Schools. 

TEACHERS AND GRADE OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

JP Kiser 1 S V Nonis 

A B Reedy 1 Jane Bradley 1 

Joel Sheen 3 Hannah King 2 

A A Casto 1 Maggie Night 2 

EP Casto 2 Maggie Greer 2 

H J Casto 2 Jennie Rama 3 

H L Casto 1 Lola Vangorden 3 

J R Casto 2 Esther Parsons 2 

L A Rawliug 3 Georgia Miller 2 

CC Casto 1 Alice Reed 2 

GHDuff 1 Agnes Beaty 1 

R M Duff. 1 Jennie Ramey 2 

JITolley 3 Anna Karr 3 

J ETavlor 1 M C Archer 2 

GWShamblin 3 A C Mall _ 3 

George Casto 2 (' R Poling 2 

W A Staats 3 R L Thompson 3 

GWPriugle 3 M O Archer 1 

FM Casto 1 C CNessclrode 1 

WM Casto 2 IP Anderson 1 

C A Ray 2 J R Slaven 1 

JWSiders 2 Geoive Stallings 2 

OJ Casto 3 IP Hartley 3 
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J F Rhodes. 3 

JS Rhodes 3 

F B Huuthinson 3 

Robert Mate I 

W M Slaughter 2 

J C Casto : 2 

A FSlHUghter 1 

A L Parsons 3 

J W Crites 1 

A J Bowles 2 

J S Bowles 2 

D W Cunningham 1 

V L Casto I 

R P Cunningham I 

D D Casto 1 

G M Wolfe 2 

Newton Duffield 2 

F 8 Casto 3 

G W Harpold I 

FR Parsons 

OT Thomas 3 

S A King 2 

T B Pennvbaker 1 

W H O'Brien 1 

ECStnrcher 1 

J H Oshel 1 

EEStaats 2 

C G Miller 2 

O T Coast 1 

J W Parsons 1 

W L Perry 1 

L B Pickens 1 

LA Be<;kwith 1 

J H Powell 1 

8 8 Ball 1 

R P Barber 1 

J H Kerr 1 

J W King 1 

E H Flinn 1 

W J King •. 2 

Mattie A Casto ;. 1 

L C Stout 1 

Cordelia Staats 2 

Lillie J Board 2 

8ophron!a Casto 2 

Rosa E King 1 

Rnfina King 2 

Mriggie Taylor 2 

Florida Pennybaker 2 

BellSavre 1 

Maggie Wright 1 

Greek A Chase 1 

Melihsa Fleming 1 

Ada Slaren 1 

Emma Moore 2 

Ida Tavlor 1 

Marv Sheets 1 

Anna Taylor 1 

L K Hoge 2 

M R Lowther 1 

Fmnces Kent 2 

Melissa Johnson 1 

Agnes Beaty 2 

Katie Lasher 2 

MoUie Athens 1 

Sfldie Stewart 3 

Minnie Duer 1 

Florida Correl 1 

Ellen Johnson 1 

Ella Payne 1 

Ida Greene 1 

Mary Staats 1 



BF Moore 1 

WH Rardon 1 

J C Ruckman 

Robert Carter 1 

G S Nohe 3 

G T Douglas 1 

James Waterman 3 

W D Keefe 1 

C R Peters 2 

W EDernberger 1 

R B Howan 1 

William Le>ter 1 

S D Stankey 1 

WL Atkins 1 

I V Johnson 2 

W A Lowiher 2 

8F Lockhard 1 

R B Piikens 1 

A J Pickens 2 

William Ilolen 

C W Powell 1 

J H Johnson 2 

G W Hunter 1 

J W Crook 2 

J 8 Shrieve 1 

V Tibbie 1 

W G Duer 1 

W L Gorrel 1 

Simon Archer 2 

JopI Skeen 2 

W H Surgon 2 

M Staats 2 

DW Harfold 3 

AS Corbin 1 

W A Rankin 1 

W D Parsons 2 

WP Kerwood I 

G W Parsons - 1 

J L Davis 1 

H C Kessel 8 

LeeSurm 2 

I V Johnson 1 

A M Maddox 1 

GGMaddox 1 

W M Sallaz I 

DCKessel 3 

D S Boggs 2 

I O Nelson 3 

J FPringle 3 

William stangher 1 

A T Maddox 2 

G A Rader 2 

J L Pincket 2 

F P Harris 1 

J B Casto 2 

TB Hutchison 2 

MV Bowles 2 

J S Bowles 3 

S W Stone 1 

AD Dawkus 1 

James Waterman 2 

A L Parsons 2 

JV Dawkus 3 

R L Thompson 2 

C R Poling 1 

MC Anher I 

F 8 Cast<» 2 

C A Dawson 2 

W H Miller 2 

William Sleeth 2 

Lena .Archer 2 

Charles Somer 1 



JEFFERSON COUNTY FOR 1883.-John Hess, SupH. 

I herewith transmit ray sixth annual report of the condition of 
the Free Schools of Jefferson county, for the school year ending 
June 30, 1883, which I trust will be found to be correct. You cer- 
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tainlvr deserve the thanks of County Superintendents and secreta- 
ries for simplifying forms No. 2 and 8. They are a great improve- 
ment on the old forms. 

Although I cannot report an extraordinary improvement in our 
schools during the year, yet I believe they have made some substan- 
tial progress. We have many good schools, and a few not as good 
as they should be. The graded school at Shepherdstown did well^ 
and is in a healthy condition. Owing to the increased attendance, 
an additionnl teacher will be employed the next year. 

Our Boards of Education have been liberal in the amount of sala- 
ries paid the teachers. A large majority of the schools were con- 
tinued for four months. Our sheriff has been prompt in paying all 
proper claims when presented. Our financial condition is satisfac- 
tory, and public opinion healthy on the subject of Free Schools. I 
do not think we have reason to c<>mplain. 

Three comfortable school houses were built this year, and three 
others are now being erected. A very crditable commencement was 
made last spring in the way of embellishing the school grounds, by 
planting trees, shrubbery, &c. This commendable and interesting 
work, I can safely promise, will be resumed the next spring on a 
more extensive scale. A want of apparatus, such as globes, wall 
maps, &c., is seriously felt in our schools. This drawback will, I 
have no doubt, be remedied before long. 

Our county institute was well attended, and very ably conducted 
by Prof. T. C. Miller. All concerned, enjoyed it greatly, but whether 
any great benefit, to a majority of our teachers, resulted therefrom^ 
Is doubtful. The old teachers will cling with tenacity to their old 
methods, and the younger teachers think there are no methods equal 
to those they learned in the Normal Schools from which they grad- 
uated. 

I fear our Legislature made a mistake in changing the term of 
office of members of the Board of Education from two to four years. 
As you pertinently remarked, in commenting on the change in the 
School tfournal, "Four years is a long time to endure a bad mem- 
ber of a Board of Education." Corrupt men may, and will, creep 
into the office, and when four long years lie between them and the 
day of reckoning with the people, they will feel independent and 
act recklessly. I see indications of it already. I also fear that the 
granting of four years certificates will be an injury rather than a 
benefit to some who may receive them, 

EXPLANATION. 

In my financial report there is an apparent error, particularly in 
Charlestown district. You will observe, that in that district the 
sheriff is credited with $210.34, under the head of commissions on 
the teachers' fund. This is owing to the fact, that the County Court, 
in 1881, did not meet until in August, consequently the delinquent 
list had not been examined and acted on by the Court when the 
sheriff settled with the Boards. Some approximated the amount of 
delinquent list, but in Charlestown district it went over until the 
settlement in this year, 1882. Also, as there is no column for dis- 
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count on taxes collected and paid over before the 1st of November, 
which has been claimed by, and allowed the sheriffs, I had to, or 
did, add it to commissions. Hope this explanation will prove sat- 
isfactory. 

Accept my sicere thanks for the courtesy with which you have 
treated me in our official intercourse through the past year. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



G W Banks 1 

WM Deck 1 

E Schaeifer 1 

S M Lightner 1 

J W Grubb 1 

CS Stump I 

J M Stepheuson 1 

RW Morrow 1 

TN uni 1 

G H Ramsburg 1 

T A Milton I 

C J Custer I 

AR Rinkpr 1 

EB Johnson 1 

W M Castle I 

GJ Hill 1 

WCookrell 1 

J A Engle 1 

J D Renich 1 

J M Engle 1 

JF Engle 1 

JW Myers 1 

HMP Clark 1 

IH Neill 1 

I B Kearney 1 

LM Mc.Murran 1 

LM Reynolds 1 

E W Reynolds 1 

B^J Seller 1 



A E Fawcett 

E K Chambers 

RGilbert 

A Harp 

A V Wilson 

R ECockrell 

I M Fleming 

FV Miller 

L E Kitchen 

A B Kedenour 

A Cross 

L L Page (colored). 

T S Yarbrongh 

W H Jenkins 

W A Arler 

J E Robinson " 

J A Irvin 

W B Evans 

J 1) Anderson " 

GW Robinson 

G \V Hatter 

AC Perry 

A M Hatter 

A Deems " 

E Carter •* 

LWSimms 

E Field 

ME Taylor 

C F Castlemau 



JEFFERSON COUNTY FOR 1884— John Hess, Sup'L 

After considerable delay and much trouble in getting satisfactory 
reports from the district secretaries, I am at last able to present my 
annual report of the condition, financial and statistical, of the Free 
Schools of this county, for the year ending June ;^0, 1884. I made 
an earnest effort to get up a correct report, and trust it may be found 
to be so, substantially at least. 

I visited all the schools in the county, except the three located 
east of the Shenandoah river, which I was unable to reach on account 
of high water. 

Owing to local causes, some three or four of our schools were not 
as successful as desirable ; the others, so far as I was able to ascer- 
tain, gave very general satisfaction. The graded school at Shep- 
herdstown made a most excellent record for the year, having had 
an enrollment of 173, and an average attendance of 110. 

We had 48 schools in operation, running a full average of 9 
months for the year, besides a joint school with Berkeley county ; 
37 of these were white and 11 colored, employing 55 teachers, 42 
white and 13 colored. The sum of $14,785 was paid to white and 
$3,859 to colored teachers. Two commodious school houses were 
erected and one enlarged during the year, at a cost, including fur- 
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niture, of $2,380. Two houses are now in course of erection and 
another is heinjj enlarged. 

Our school officers have been more active and efficient during the 
pMst than in any former year. From present indications, I can 
venture to predict that the present will be a prosperous year with 
our schools. 

Permit me in making this, perhaps, my last official communica- 
tion with your office, to thank you most sincerely, for the uniform 
kindness and courtesy with which you have treated me personally 
and officially. Your labors in behalf of the educational interests of 
the State, are appreciated by all who are in positions that enables 
them to understand their value, and will not soon be forgotten. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFCATES 



Mi«8 K K Chfimbera. 

M M (.'hanibers 

K W Reynolds 

I B Kenrnev 

L E Kitt'hen 

ROilbert 

IS Harford 

Ada Ihirp 

E M Kelvey 

AKFawc-ptt 

I M Flemlntr 

R A roi'krill 

BLnilheri 

A V Wilson 

M Mctnrllrtn 

Ill NeiU 

L E Backers 

V A Chambers 

Jas W Kngle 

J A Kntrle 

G H Kansbiirg 

A F IlesR 

C J Smoots 

R J Strider 

G W Hanks 

CJ Knott 

G JVIill 

J F Knjrl*' 

S Granthem 

TNIIiU 

A '^ Crittenden 

J Y Blackford 

C II shoemaker 

J D Rentch 



C J Cnster 1 

T A Milton 1 

E B Johnson 1 

J M Stephenson 1 

TS Yarbronph (ooh)red) 2 

J D Anderson (colored) I 

A C Perry 2 

J A Irvinp: 3 

W H Jenkins (colored) 1 

J Johnson 2 

T S Lovett 1 

W B Hin 2 

J E Robinson I 

H U Winters 1 

G W Robinson 1 

A Redman 2 

J V Lovett 3 

A Cross 4 year 

L M Kevnolds 4 " 

BJ Heller 4 " 

A B Ridrnour 4 " 

F A Miller 4 " 

ESchaeffer 4 '* 

W M Deck 4 " 

TW Latimer 4 " 

J W Mvers 4 " 

EJ Williams 4 •' 

JVVGrubb 4 " 

R \V Morrow 4 " 

W S Lightner 4 " 

L L Page (colored) 4 " 

G W Hatter 4 " 

W A Arter 4 " 



KANAWHA COUNTY FOR 1883— C. S. Walker, SupH. 

I herewith transmit the report of Kanawha county schools for the 
year ending June 30, 1883. I can perceive no great change in con- 
ditions hut think there is a steadily increasing interest in them as 
years develop their henefits to society. The liberality of the people 
is displayed in the erection of better houses, an increasing willing- 
ness to pay liberal salaries and a desire for more thorough teaching. 
Something should be done to impart more perfect knowledge of the 

f)roper architectural arrangement of houses. It has been badly neg- 
ected in Kanawha county. A course of instruction would, I think, 
benefit the schools by bringing into prominence some neglected 
studies and enforcing greater uniformity in methods of teaching. I 
am of the opinion that apparatus, if not all the books, should be 
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purchased by the State, thus securing books at the lowest price, 
placing them in the hands of pupils at the opening of the schools, 
which would remove great difficulties in the way of classing pupils. 
I think the examination would be more efficient and satisfactory to 
the teachers if the certificates were graded in regard to time of con- 
tinuance: No. 1, three years; No. 2, two years; and No. 3, one 
year. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



D W Sheekey 1 

N W Cavender 1 

Francis Dangerfield 3 

R J McCormac 1 

J W High 1 

1 WFitzwater 1 

WiUiam Fielder 1 

F A High 1 

F H Gillepsie 2 

John Williams 2 

SRKiffee 1 

A W Ownsby 1 

Melissa Workman 2 

George H Jarrett 3 

H F Woody 1 

A O Wells 3 

John T Wright 1 

A H Irvin 2 

D H Samuels - 

H S Hastou 2 

Bud Prilliman I 

Elbert Huffman 1 

Nannie "Rust '. 2 

Laura Rust 2 

Clara Holden 2 

Albert W Onsby^ 1 

Emma Champe 2 

W A Canterbury 1 

Carrie Wyatt 1 

Mrs V E Burgess 1 

KliasT Baxter S 

EflQe B Freer 1 

S Baxter 1 

LC Ritter 1 

LydiaRitter I 

R P Donally 1 

John O Sheekey 2 

Mrs P S Jackson 3 

Mamie Fisher 2 

H T Asbury 1 

George S Baxter 3 

George B McClanahan - 

H C Taylor - 

Mrs M E Graham 1 

AvaM Taylor 8 

Jennie Graham 1 

W H Nash 1 

T V Graham 2 

W T Milam 2 

GG Reynolds 1 

Benjamin Slack 2 

IsomBeasley 1 

Owen N Jarrett •. 2 

Moses Bird 1 

W V Bird 2 

M RHudnau 1 

A G Montague 1 

Ida Dana 1 

JH Morgan 2 

George M Crist 1 

Willfam A Painter 2 

C M Crist 1 

Mrs ClooWirtz 1 

Josle Sisson 2 

Mrs M A Rawlings 2 

J H Ellison 2 

J W W«lch « 



Kate E Lurley 1 

M SGillispie 2 

R CWillson 2 

P R Sherrard i 

A BDenly l 

L DThurman l 

Julia A Watson 3 

Jennie D Frist i 

Octavia Baxter 2 

Laura Mays i 

A C Dannu 3 

Mary A Lynch 3 

S A Triplett.. 1 

Mattie JLyuch 3 

P B Burbridge 2 

C B Sarver ..; 1 

E E Price 1 

T B Warbutton 3 

SA Motley 2 

W R Willson 8 

Lidie Slack 1 

J B Rutledge 2 

William J McKinney 1 

T H McKinney 2 

Mrs E R Rose 1 

Mol lie Gregory 1 

L C Rose 1 

Ella Martin 2 

Fannie Armstrong 2 

Mattie Gregory 1 

Albert Wallace 2 

Flora Carroll 2 

A C Sayre 2 

R P Dayton x 

M Wehrle ....". 2 

FJ Guthrie 1 

Julia M Slack 2 

Lewis A Belcher •> 

RW Angell 1 

W H Saxton 2 

Fannie Allen o 

M V Wallace 2 

George Gillespie 2 

Roxie Seafler 2 

Mary E Jones 1 

Louisa Wallace 1 

B F Hensley 1 

Annie M Mead 2 

Maria N Allen 1 

John H High 1 

S E Aultz I 

Carrie T Flagg 1 

Carrie Clarkson 1 

J C Warner .* i 

Laura V Thomas **.*'* 1 

J M Adams '*" 3 

M V Pixley J 

TDHonaker ' o 

C M Price "' 3 

CW Young ■" 3 

Sallie GillTland ';.*;; 3 

Maggie Paxton 2 

R GSlack 2 

FGBurditt * 2 

C H Smart 1 

S Chapman i 

C CLowe .*... 1 
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E L Slack 3 

Phoebe Seafler 2 

Florence Grayum 

Willie Gravum 

Ettie 8 Walker 

MH Bullard 

Lion Walker 

Addie Walker 

Blanche Jeffries 3 

Sallie Starke 2 

J CTaylor 2 

EllaPatton 2 

George S Wallace 2 



Annie Payne 2 

G W Brown 1 

Nettie Parris 3 

M R Warthen 3 

A BDashiel 1 

Lee Hart 3 

J R Harrison 2 

J W Elswick 1 

Cornelia Jones 3 

C M Smith 2 

E C Fisher 1 

J B Crank 1 

W C Holstein 2 



KANAWHA COUNTY FOR 1884— M. B. Henderson, Sup'L 

You will find my report imperfect, and can it be otherwise when 
I have incorrect reports to collect from? I have done the best I 
could, and it is impossible to get a correct one from either the sec- 
retaries' reports or the secretaries themselves. Some, however, 
sent in neat and correct ones. 

Our schools have very much increased over previous years. Boards 
are conducting their district school work in a more economical and 
satisfactory manner. Teachers are qualifying themselves up to the 
standard the times demand. Examinations have been so conducted 
as not only to judge of teachers' knowledge of the subjects taught, 
but also of his ability to teach these subjects. A practical educa- 
tion for every boy and girl is the prime and paramount object of 
our Free School system. Nothing but that which tends to fit one 
for his sphere and duty during life, should be introduced in our 
schools. A few of our text books could be exchanged for better 
ones to a decided advantage. A school term should be at least six 
months, but some of our districts are not able to support a term of 
that length. Legislators should take this matter in hand at the 
coming session, and remedy the fault if possible. I have lost one 
of the stubs of my blank certificate books, therefore am not able to 
give you all the names. 

teachers and grades of their certificates. 



Jas Ellison 

Maggie Paxton 

Millie Grayum 

Peter Silman 

Chas Hill 

C McAllister 

E R Hoflfman 

HT Woods 

DMShirkey 

NickitaB Slack..., 

N W Cavender 

L C Rose 

Wm Meigs 

PRSherrard 

Mollie Gregory 

Lydie Ritter 

R B BurbridgCi 

Mrs N V Coleman. 

M E Jones 

Bettle Stark 

Addie Walker 

Emma Allen 

MRHudnall 

Mrs Freer 

W H Saxton 

Saml Barton 



Philip Wintz 2 

D H Samuels 2 

Bertha Mayer 2 

W H Roberts 2 

G B McClanaha 2 

CE Johnson 2 

C E Jones 2 

Louisa Wallace 2 

F J Guthrie 2 

Fannie Allen 2 

Tintie Craig 2 

Miss N V Taylor 2 

J E Hurley 2 

Fannie C Burgess 2 

Ruth E Hanna 2 

Mattie Matthews 2 

Jas T Armstrong 2 

Beni Slack 2 

Mollie McConihay 2 

Jennie Riddel 2 

Letha Calvert 2 

Robt Angel 2 

Verna Riddel 2 

D RHiU 2 

D W Hunt 2 

S J Hill 2 
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Liva Walker 

Carrie Clarkson 

Ella R Atkinson 

JnoS Chilton 

Alex M Ownby 

J H High 

WFMcKinney 

F H McKinney 

GIGillispie .... 

Geo MGood 

Lillian C Hitter 

Sallie Hansford 

Lena Swindler 

Laura A Wood 

Etta Walker 

Mary McGuigan 

Emma J Brace 

Mrs M M Thompson. 

MrsSL Cuto 

J C Stum 



imp.... 
W Tu] 



Mrs K W Turley 

Florence Clark 

A M Chase 

Maria Allen 

E G Roberts 

W HKnight 

1 1 Beaaley 

Jennie Frist 

Rebecca Dayton 

Moses Bird 

R H Hughes 

8 H Patrick 

J M Chase 

B L Duff. 

Anna P English 

A G Montague 

Al W Ownsby 

Lula Thurman 2 

Anna Payne 2 

Mattie Gregory 2 

EC Lynn 2 

O A Wells 2 

E L Slack 2 

M Wehrle 2 

Chloe Wertz 2 

C M Crist 2 

Blanche Jeff^es 2 

E E Price 2 

Jane Rice 2 

J W Siders 2 

MissM Rowlings 2 

Mamie Wlntz 2 



G G Reynolds 2 

J B Fleming 2 

L A Belcher 2 

G M Crist 2 

Anna L Wood 2 

Laura Rust 2 

Octavia Baxter 3 

Cora M Young 3 

EF Baxter 3 

H L Hasting 3 

Laura A Hughes 3 

Miss E J Ransom 3 

R A Wallace 3 

Lizzie ('apen 3 

J D Rudledge 3 

Helen Mead. 3 

John Williams 3 

Bertha Graw 3 

Lena Graw 3 

Nannie Rust 3 

1 C Cabell 3 

I Fitzwater 3 

Ola Ramsey 3 

Ella Carr 3 

8 E Murphy 3 

Sallie Duling 3 

J E Hughes 3 

Cornie Jones 3 

Addie Armstrong 3 

C L Hindman 3 

E H Roberts 3 

Lizzie Porterfield 3 

Helen Farrar 3 

Blanche Harman 3 

W H Mav 3 

HC Mav 3 

J W Edwards 3 

Anna L Burgess 3 

C M Ball 3 

Mattie McConihay 3 

Carrie Wyatt 3 

GA Duff 3 

C B Saver 3 

C Pllay 3 

TB Wharburton 3 

SJCabb 3 

Alice C Sayer 3 

J R Harrison 3 

Mamie A Fisher 3 

J G Shirker 3 

O M Jarrett 3 



LEWIS COUNTY FOR 1883— G. C. Lawson, Suft. 



I herewith forward to you my second annual report of the Free 
Schools of Lewis county. So far as the financial report is concerned 
I think it is correct, but I had to rather guess at some of the general 
statistics, as some of the teachers failed to make correct reports to 
the secretaries and they could not report to me what they did not 
know. 

I visited all the schools in the county during the year with the 
exception of three which were not in session when I was in that 
part of the county. I found them for the most part getting along 
very well, but we think there might be still a great improvement in 
our schools if our teachers would use a little more energy and tact 
to create a greater thirst for knowledge in the minds of their pupils. 

The schools were all carried on for the term of four months with 
the exception of the independent districts of Jane Lew and Weston, 
which were carried on fxjr the term of six and six and one-half 
months respectively. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



8 E Copley 1 

J F Freeman 1 

C C Freeman 1 

J P Freeman t 

G G Forinash 1 

Alice Forlnash 1 

Eva Forlnash 2 

L A McNemar 1 

FTenney 2 

B C Davis 2 

R L Colmer 1 

M Gallaher 2 

J L Straley 1 

J H Straley 1 

JH Hughes 2 

B G Walker 2 

C W Tavlor 1 

E 8 Withers 1 

HL Shaw 1 

CBStHlnaker 2 

Ella Hoar 2 

W A Stephenson 1 

Ellle JP Oliver 1 

Abbie B Clifton 1 

M E Owens 1 

Dora D Chalfant 1 

W H Norman 2 

J WSmith 2 

8 E Tiernev 1 

J 8 Woofter 1 

MD Helmick 1 

8 G Yoke 1 

J L McCann 1 

D B Ix>vett 1 

Brooks Watson 3 

M J Tierney 1 

O B Wheeler 1 

W EStarcher 3 

T I Curamings 1 

E B Arbuckle 2 

ET Hall 3 

Maria Tracy 2 

Mary Whelan 2 

Julia Whelan 2 

B White 1 

A B Hinzman 2 

JC Rexroad 2 

H W Bexroad 3 

Mary W Smith , 2 

JL Rinehart 3 

JM Simon 1 

Kate Jennings 1 

David Snider 2 

EO Taylor 1 

EMStalnaker 2 

*Re-examined. 



Alice Woofter 1 

W J J Brown 2 

PFahey 1 

G W Bonnett 1 

G C Hinzman 1 

Walter Holls 2 

F HRymer 1 

Minor Heater 2 

*J C Rexroad 1 

♦Walter Holls 1 

B C Carney 2 

Jay Stout 2 

P Lohan Z 

M CuUen 8 

Stewart Bird 1 

J A Bird 1 

J S Curry 2 

A M Curry 1 

Charles McCutcheon 1 

John F Wurgh 1 

R E L J Lovell 2 

J E Gallford 3 

SE Anderson 1 

H B McDowell 2 

*E T Hall 2 

*Brooks Watson 2 

J 8 Hall 1 

Gay Hall 2 

J GSims 1 

Bee Feelev 1 

w C Lemley 2 

B J Weaver 8 

Maggie Detamore 8 

Ella Hall 1 

A D Mitchell 2 

L D Humphreys 2 

*David Snider 1 

M Carrol 2 

JE Wagoner 2 

LS Whetzel 1 

GM Hamilton 1 

J S Shepler 1 

WS O'Brien 1 

Maud Hobart 3 

G CMcKinley 2 

W W Hinzman 2 

Hanson Bennett 2 

B J Stack 1 

H A Withers 1 

J TMundell 2 

«J E Gallford 2 

Willie A Warner 8 

R M Marshall 1 

U A Weaver 8 



LEWIS COUNTY FOR 1884— J. M. West, Sup'L 



I hereby submit my first annual report as County Superintend- 
ent of Lewis county : 

In reviewing the past year's work I can realize that we have not 
retrograded, neither have we stood still, but are making slow and 
permanent improvement in our methods of teaching. Teachers' 
institutes have infused new life into the teachers who have gone out 
into many of our schools. In my visits to the schools last winter 
I found the teachers working enthusiastically for the advancement 
of their pupils ; almost every one seemed to be using their utmost 
endeavors to secure a good attendance, and many were succeeding 
well notwithstanding the deep snows and severe cold weather. 
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I have visited, with two exceptions, all the schools in the county. 
I visited at the rate of one to two schools per day, and with a deter- 
mined purpose to learn all I could of the actual every day work 
done in the school-room. I found the county supplied with ninety- 
five houses, most of which are comfortable, in which are placed 101 
teachers ; I also found 3,832 pupils enrolled out of 4,294 enumera- 
ted ; and while much is being done to advance the cause of popular 
education, yet I am compelled to admit that the wants of our schools 
are many. 

One of the most essential is, a more hearty co- operation upon the 
part of parents, teachers and school oflBcers. 

Boards of Education and trustees seem to pay no more attention 
to schools except to fix the salaries and to employ teachers. 

NEGLECT OF BRANCHES. 

By an examination of the schools of this county, I found that 
the pupils in a great many instances were studying one branch to 
the exclusion of all the rest, and that branch was, almost invariable, 
arithmetic. Now, this is an important study, but should not 
receive more than its due proportion of time. Therefore we feel 
the need of a "course of graded instruction." How long this course 
will continue I cannot tell, as it takes time to mature plans and to 
overcome the opposition that we may expect to meet. 

Another want of the schools of this county, is necessary appara- 
tus for each school-room. It is an astonishing fact that through- 
out the whole county there are no evidences of anything in this line 
that might be called apparatus. 

The low wages paid to teachers has done much to retard the pro- 
gress of the cause of education. I believe in an economical ex- 
penditure of the people's money, yet it is my positive conviction 
that, if Boards of Education ever expect to build up a class of 
skilled teachers, they must offer such salaries for teaching as will 
encourage those who have aptness and tact for the profession. As 
a rule our teachers continue to teach but a few years, and then 
engage in some more lucrative calling, and new and inexperienced 
ones take their place. 

Our institute this year was well attended. The teachers, for the 
most part, exhibited ability and a good degree of enthusiasm, yet 
we have a few who seem satisfied with very limited attainments, but 
we have many who are striving to become well qualified to teach. 

We have taken steps to introduce a school banner, to be given to 
the district making the best average attendance, based on the 
enumeration. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

Michael Carrell 1 S G Bird 

John Cawthon 2 J A Bird 

Peter Lohan 2 W S Bird 

E J,Nolan 2 J E Galford 

HW Rexroad ; 2 M C Gallaher 

Grant Summerville 1 J S Hall 

William A Stephenson 1 JL McCann 2 
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J H Stralev 

O B Wheeler 

Brooks Watson.... 

W A J Brown 

J M Simon , 

G J Stack 

G lUnzman , 

BG Walker 

G F Queen 

A B Ilinzman 

J E Waggoner 

C W Taylor 

W LSnow 

E M Stnlnaker 

AHIIigbie 

Homer Freeman. 

FTennv 

J B Smith 

JN Anglin 

G W Bonnett 

M Cullin 

T I Cummings.... 

PFDodson 

PP Flint 

J F Freeman 

C C Freeman 

J P Freeman 

P Fahev 

R H Fetty 

Miner Hurst 

J M Lovett 

D B Lovott 

RELJ Lovell.... 
C W McCntchan . 

J T Mnndell 

W H Norman 

W S O'Brien 

J O Rexroad 

F H Rymer 

J W Smith 

J L Straley 

David Snyder 

E S Withers 

B White 

W BMcGary 

G M Chidesler .... 

*Re-examIned. 



A D Mitohel « 

J G Sims 

J S Shepler _ 

H L Spaur 

L S Witzel 

W A Weaver 

B J Weaver 2 

A J Riley 2 

*A I) Mitcbel 2 

-R H Fetty 2 

*Rn Fetty 2 

*Peter Lohan 2 

(^leorgc T Jones 1 

Hannon L Reed. 

Sarah E Copely 1 

Anna T F Jennings 1 

Lillie Mocks 2 

Eflie P Oliver 1 

Mary Ryan ^ 2 

Mary Whelan ^. 1 

Julia Whelan 1 

May Jackfon 1 

Elsie Bond 1 

Melissa Bonnett 1 

Ella Hall t 

Mollie Swisher 1 

Kate E Jennings '. 1 

Mandie Forinash 1 

Alice Forinash 1 

Eva B Forinash 1 

Dora 1) Chalfant 1 

I.izzic M Loche 1 

Ali(!e Woofter 1 

Marv Tierny 1 

Mary S Bland 1 

Anna Wright 1 

Hiddie c:arney ;i 2 

Lizzie Oawford 2 

Willie Wtiruer 2 

BiddieTcelv 1 

Belle Hall 1 

Gay Hall 1 

Mary Owens 1 

Amanda Sprigg *. 3 

Belle Summerville 1 

Emma Fisher 2 



LINCOLN COUNTY FOR 1883— Morris Griffith, SupH. 

In submitting my second annual report of the Free Schools of 
Lincoln county, I must say that our schools have been more pros- 
perous this year than they were last; the attendance was much 
better and a goodly number of the teachers seemed to be earnest 
and industrious, and the citizens in some parts of the county seemed 
to take more interest than usual in the welfare of the schools. We 
have several difficulties to contend with : our county is poor and we 
are compelled to levy a heavy tax in order to run our schools. I 
am in favor of doubling the State tax ; that would help the poorer 
counties very much and not be very hard on the richer ones. I am 
of the opinion that the general government should aid the several 
States by appropriating a portion of the public money, to be used 
for school purposes, the same to be distributed according to the 
illiteracy in the several Stateg. Some of our people claim that it 
would interfere with State rights to have officers distributing the 
funds among us ; that, I consider, is one of the old ghosts of the 
past. I think after carefully noting the workings of our school 
system that it would be well to have a law compelling the patrons 
to send their children to school unless they have a sufficient excuse. 
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It may be argued that this is taking the liberties of the people 
away; I would answer that we already have several compulsory 
clauses in our school law — one is that which compels the people to 
pay (as they claim) a heavy school tax, another compels the 
teachers to attend an institute. I think the school month should 
be changed to twenty days, so as to conform to the customs of other 
States. We had a graded school at Hamlin this summer conducted 
by Prof. D. E. Wilkinson as principal. It was attended by many 
of our young ladies and gentlemen from different parts of the county 
and by some from other counties. Prof. Wilkinson is a very suc- 
cessful teacher, and it is to be regretted that he is about to leave the 
profession for the more lucrative business of practicing law. 

My report is late ; I have delayed, hoping to get a complete finan- 
cial report from the secretaries, but am compelled to send it without 
making it entirely complete, but it is the best I can do under the 
circumstances. It seems that our school year might commence 
still earlier than it does without interfering with the other parts of 
the law. 

In conclusion, I will say that the present law fully carried out is 
generally very good as far as it goes. I wish to express my sincere 
thanks to you for your uniform kindness toward me during our 
official connection, and for your promptness on all occasions. I 
believe your whole heart is in the Free School work and think we 
probably cannot do better than to elect you- for another term when 
your present one expires. I also wish to return my thanks to the 
good people of Lincoln county for their uniform kindness and 
hospitality while traveling among them. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



C F Pauley 2 

C R Christian 1 

W H Holstein 1 

ED Hannah 1 

T J Grass 1 

HW Miller 1 

TH Griffith 3 

T M Smith 1 

H C May 1 

Lula M Samuels 1 

H C Osborne 1 

W C Holstein 1 

S G Pauley 1 

G L Oxley 2 

AC Hilbert 1 

L A Starkey 1 

Col W E Tabor 1 

Robert Tracy 1 

H B Griffith 3 

Alexander Burge 3 

AG Grass 1 

Miss Mattie Sweetland 1 

Miss Alice V Chapman 1 

Miss Sallie Holt 1 

Miss Ellen Smith 1 

Miss Almeda Chapman 1 

Miss Belle V Lawson 2 



Mrs Miriam Christian 3 

Miss Minerva Grass l 

G W Smith i 

Mrs Effie Martin l 

Miss Lillic Chase 1 

Miss Mollie Williams l 

Andrew Williams 

Lujinnia Bragg 

USA Carroll 

W A Carroll l 

William Heck i 

WGKinnison 3 

Miss Carrie Ballard 2 

J H Scales 1 

J A Chase 1 

Juo BPuUen 2 

O TLight 1 

Miss Geneva Moore 2 

ZT Bowman i 

Verna Riddel i 

Jennie Riddel 2 

Adam Lambert 3 

Rnfus Stowers 2 

G J Kayser i 

G W Andrews 3 

John Stowers 



LINCOLN COUNTY FOR 1884— W. E. Tabor, SupH, 

I have the honor to transmit to you my annual report of the con- 
dition of the schools of Lincoln county for the year ending June 



60 



FREE SCHOOLS. 



30th, 1884. I have endeavored to make it correct and fall, but 
owing to the bad reports furnished me from the secretaries it will 
not be as good as I would like to have. We cannot, however, expect 
much work done when the pay is small, and for small pay we are 
almost certain to secure incompetent workmen. This is almost 
certain to be the case in the matter of public interest, where public 
servants are but poorly paid for their services. Still it should be 
a matter of pride on the part of any one occupying a public posi- 
tion to be faithful, if the service is undertaken. We have seventy- 
one schools in Lincoln county, and all finished their term by June 
30th except four — one tn Sheridan district and two in Laurel Hill 
district from which the secretaries received no report, and one 
in Hart's Creek district, which was taught but one month. This 
makes a bad report for the county (caused by lack of teachers, sev- 
eral having to teach two or three terms). 

I visited thirty-three schools and found them alive and at work. 
I was hindered from visiting by the schools commencing at differ- 
ent seasons and being myself m a school. There were three sub- 
scription schools in the county which were attended by a large 
number of young teachers, but I failed to get any report from them. 
We had one county institute, held at Hamlin, conducted by Prof. 
A. L. Wade, of Morgantown, which was a grand success and gave 
general satisfaction both to teachers and public ; also, the teachers 
held one at Griffithsville, with an attendance of forty teachers, in 
June, 1884. The teachers were earnest workers in the cause of 
education and showed great interest. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



T J Grass 1 

AG Grass 1 

J P McColister 2 

J T Hall 2 

H O Starkey 2 

H C May 1 

W H May 1 

Z P Bowman 1 

Geo R Blum 1 

J w Williams 1 

A Thompson 2 

W L Tuder 2 

Geo T Holten 3 

A C Hilbert 1 

W C Holsteiu 1 

B HOxley 1 

J W Thornton 1 

W H Holstein 1 

HB Griffith 2 

Rufus Stowers 2 

G W Smith 1 

W S Oxley 1 

G S Oxley 2 

Godfrey Seites 2 

Wm A Pearson 1 

RJ Tracy 1 

Robert More 3 

C W Paine 1 

George J Kayser 1 

J B Kayser 2 



J B Pullen 2 

w G Kinisor 3 

G M Hager 1 

ri C Shelton 2 

Morris Griffith 1 

John P Fry 2 

J R F Moslev 2 

LulaM(; Curry 1 

Mattie Sweetland 1 

Sallie Holt 1 

Lee Wilkinson 1 

Emma Holstein 1 

Minerva J Grass 1 

Vernie Riddle 1 

Sallie Stump 2 

Minie Vest S 

Laura Vest 3 

Mollie Williams. 1 

Emily Holstein 2 

Kate M Turley 1 

Lizzie Hill 1 

Nannie J Hensley 1 

Madara Griffith 2 

Ellen Smith 1 

Octavy Oxley 2 

Alice Chapman 1 

Almanda V Chapman 1 

Effie Martin 1 

Lillie C Morrison 1 

Flora Roach 2 



LOGAN COUNTY FOR 1883— John Dempsey, SupH. 

I now forward to you my annual report of the Free Schools of 
Logan county, for the school year ending June the 30th, 1883. We 
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had eighty schools this year, with an average of a little over three 
months each, and a pretty fair attendance. The Free School system 
is doing a great deal of good in this county, as the most of the chil- 
dren can read, write and cipher to some extent, many of which 
would never have had the advantage even, of learning to read, had 
it not been for the Free School system. It should be made a State 
system as soon as possible. Then it will be everlasting in our 
United States. The feible also ought to be instituted in our schools 
as a branch of study, as certainly everything must depend on the 
Almighty for a foundation and success. And if a boy while young, 
has the dictates of the Bible impressed on his mind, it will serve as 

a check on his consience through life. 

« 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J H Scales 

J F Keyser 

Hugh Wilson 

William II Black 

James S Aldridge 

Alice B Aldridge 

Paul Z Alley 

Benjamin W Alley 

Edna Harris 

H C Taylor 

James P Harris 

Samuel Collins 

George M Millard 

Samuel F Curry 

John Covert 

John M Mitchell 

E L Mitchell 

Hibbard W Justus 

David C Ross 

Thomas W Blankinship. 
Leander D Chambers.... 

Lorenza D Chambers 

Henry C Perry 

Hiram Dempsey 

Alfred Buskirk 

Visa Ferguson 

Vasa B Jones 

George B Austin 

Rosa Clark .... 

Mathew A Robinson 

Michael Lee 

Henry P Clark, Jr 

John Demj)sey 

Venila Baisdon 

L L Shannon 

Emily A Butcher 

H F Bailey 

Wm B Chapman 



Sarah AStepp. 

Levi Evans .,. 

James M Grose 

Thomas Dempsey 

Rufus Pack , 

Wilson Evans 

Dixie Shumate , 

Thomas K Clark 

Rebecca Vinson 

Extamedia Hatfield 

Peter li Dingness 

Andrew I Dingness 

Charles Williams 

Leander Belcher 

Elizabeth Hinchman 

Colbert Newsom 

Thomas Philips 

David Robinson 

Thomas F Price 

James ^lorris 

James H Dickenson (col.) 

Nathaniel Browning 

MaryStepp 

John Collins 

P D Bradberry 

Mrs Grose 

Elbert Harris 

JMTolcr 

Thomas Stinson 

Anderson A NichoUs 

HMCline 

AW Cook 

Granville Perry 

J B Hager 

Joseph Chambers 

MFCook 

Joseph Simpkins 

A F Potts 



LOGAN COUNTY FOR 1884— L. C. Chambers, SupH, 

I am late in making my report ; was delayed by the acts of the 
different secretaries. I aimed to have my report correct, and would 
not receive their work. Sent them back, but they have failed to get 
them in better shape. I have tried to make my report correct, but 
have failed. One district failed to make any report at all, and 
others had worse than no report. I would have sent them back 
again, but they have not the ability to do better, and my time was 
so short, that I had to do the best I could. The secretaries' reports 
of the settlements with the sheriff, I could not get to balance at all, 
and I hope if you can possibly make outvath this report, you will do 

9 
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SO, but if not, point out the mistakes and send it back. I will here give 
you a correct report of the settlements with the sheriflp and the 
county court, with the several districts, which may help you some. 
I cannot give you a list of the orders paid to the different teachers, 
with their different grades, as some ot the secretaries did not keep 
correct reports of these items to settle with the sheriff. 
• Magnolia district, the sheriff is due on building fund, $45.69 : 
tuition fund, $273.87. 

Triadelphia district, the sheriff is due on building fund, $70.24 : 
tuition fund, $327.30. 

Lee district, the district is due the sheriff on building fund, 
$132.02 ; tuition fund, $17.30. 

Hardee district, the district is due the sheriff on building fund, 
$891.86, and the sheriff is due the district of Hardee on tuition fund, 
$328.46. 

Chapmansville district, the sheriff is due the district on building 
fund, $47.76, and on the tuition fund, the sheriff and district are 
even. 

Logan district, the district is due the sheriff on building fund, 
$994.04, and on the tuition fund, the sheriff is due the district, 
$593.88. 

I have labored ver^r hard to make my report correct, but I have 
not done so, and I think it would be impossible almost, to make a 
report, the way the secretaries made theirs. If you can't receive 
my report, if you will give me time, I will try it again. I have not 

Eaid all the secretaries yet, and if you will receive this report, I will 
ave better secretaries next year. We have good sheriffs,- and they 
will make their reports of the delinquencies and examinations all 
right. If I have made any mistake in adding, or any other way, 
please correct it, if possible, without returning the report. 

I might have made a better report, but I have been engaged in 
other matters pertaining to our schools. My written report that the 
law directs me to make to you, of the conaition of the schools of 
this county, I shall make short. The schools of this county are in 
a bad conaition yet, but they have been doing as well as could be 
expected. Our county is not wealthy, and has a large territory. 
Our school houses are still small, and not well furnished. The 
houses are all log nearly, and badly put up. I have spent a great 
deal of my time the latter part of the year, in conference with the 
Boards, to have our houses repaired and better furnished. I think 
we are going to have better houses and then we can have better 
teachers. I have spent some time with the Board to get them to 
pay better wages, and the examiners to be harder, and by this means 
we will have a better system of schools. We built a larger school 
house at the county seat last year, and now we will have a graded 
school. The Boards have nearly all raised the teachers' salaries, 
and teachers now say they can teach, and the examiners have been 
more rigid than they ever have been before, and the outlook in our 
county is rather better. I think you will allow some for my bad 
report, for I have labored hard to make the Boards, trustees and 
school officers generally, do their best to start our Free Schools 
up on a new footing. I have spent the larger portion of my time 
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in trying to have better houses and furniture, first of all three good, 
intelligent trustees and three good, competent teachers. We lack 
& number of teachers all caused by having no graded school in our 
county. Now that we have a graded school, we look to the near 
future for better teachers. 

I think our houses are in better shape now than they have ever 
been. The Boards have taken a greater .interest this year in im- 
proving and building new houses. 

I hope you will excuse this short explanation, but I think it covers 
all the important facts in our county. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Rosa Clark 1 

Sarah Anne Stepp 2 

Edna Harris 1 

Sarah Barney 2 

JaneDempsey 2 

Tantie Cook 1 

Yenlla Baisden 2 

Dixie Shumate 1 

Martin Jones 1 

YB Jones 1 

Robert Barker 1 

L D Chambers, Jr 1 

HC Perry 1 

Wm Black 

Bruce McDonald 1 

Bllton McDonald 1 

WmOsborn 1 

B W Alley 1 

T F Price 1 

Charley Williams 1 

T C Whited 1 

C R Christian 1 

Joseph Simpkins 1 

F W Blankenship 1 

HP Clark, Jr 1 

JohnKeyser 1 



Millard Cook 

Deck Bradbery 

PM Robinett 

John Potts 

H F Bailey 

Samuel Curry 

Harrison Farley 

John Mitchell 2 

Edward Mitchell 2 

Wm Brown 2 

hdward Lake 2 

E A Winter 2 

Elbert Harris 2 

John Stepp 2 

Maihew Robinson 2 

Mitch Hatfield 2 

Thomas Stinson 2 

D C Ross 2 

J P Harris 2 

G W Millard 2 

W B Chapman 2 

J G Perrv 2 

W B Ball 2 

John Farley J..... 2 

John Dickinson 2 

John Rutheford 2 



MARION COUNTY FOR 1883— E. S. Amos, SupH. 

I have the honor of submitting this, my second annual report, to 
you. I know our schools did good work last year, and our teachers 
made decided improvements in their methods and scholarship. 

We now have a library at the Fairmont High School and Colored 
School, at Palatine and Mannington, and as the number has 
doubled itself since my first report, I believe it will be doubled next 
year. 

We built five new school houses this year, and had one burnt 
down. Next year we will build two new ones and rebuild the one 
burnt. 

Subscription schools were taught by the following teachers at the 
places named : 

Mannington, by Prof. John A. Watson, assisted by Miss Mary E. 
Wade. 

Farmington, by Misses Mollie Hoult and Eva Hennen. 

Barracksville, by Miss Delia H. Whoolery. 

Fairview, by Miss Ollie M. Basnett. 
^ Palatine, by Miss Hattie Cooper. 

Winfield, by Miss Olive Ross. 

Freeland's, by Miss Fannie L. Carter. 
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Campbeirs, by Miss Mary Ornduflf. 

Emery Chapel, by Miss Annie Arnett. 

Calvary, by Miss Annie Frankenberry. 

Thus you see there is an opening, winter and summer, for good 
teachers. 

Our associations during the past year were well attended, and 
some excellent talks were given by Profs. Miller, Watson, Fleming, 
Ogden, Ravenscraft and others. 

We held the usual examinations last year for the benefit of the 
scholars, all of which were well attended. 

I visited all the schools in this county last year, and find that one 
of our greatest obstacles in the country schools is the lack of 
proper programme, apparatus and vim. 

If we have good teachers our schools will do well. 

Our schools will be under the supervision of Prof. Joel V. Car- 
penter for the next two years, and I oelieve he will do his duty in 
reference to them, as he is a very consciencious, moral and intelli- 
gent gentleman. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



A S Arnett 

8G Ash 

Webb Amos 

F M Ashcraft 

Ida Abbott 

Olive ^» Basnett 

C S Billingslea 

F M Billingslea 

Frank G Billingslea 

A F Ballah 

E M Boyles 2 

F A Bai-nes 2 

Ada Brodie 1 

Augusta Bambrldge 2 

Lee Burchinal 3 

A B Burchinal 2 

J R Brand 2 

HattieP Burke 1 

Joel V Carpenter 1 

W W Carpenter....: 2 

F F Conaway, jr 1 

C E Conaway 2 

E S Clayton 1 

A L Cox 1 

A B Clelland 2 

James R Clelland 2 

Wm A Crowl 2 

Geo L Carder 2 

Olive Cooper 1 

Hattie Cooper 1 

Fannie L Carter 1 

A Jane Dudley 3 

B F Dudley 2 

ZF Davis 1 

H C Evans 3 

Amanda Fleming 1 

Joseph M Fox 1 

F M Fowler 1 

Maggie Fitzgerald: 2 

H J Floyd 2 

Georgie Grove 2 

Davis Glasscock 2 

Eva M Uonnen 1 

AC Hickman 1 

A P Harr 2 

Mollie Hall 2 

Loyd N Hess 2 

J M Hagerty 1 

Kate Hite 2 



II G Linn 2 

Ida Lowe 1 

James S Lakin 2 

Thos M Leeper 2 

W M Lanham 2 

John N Mercer 1 

Samuel R Mercer 2 

Thos N Mercer 2 

Thos C Miller i 

C A Miller 2 

J B Miller 2 

Anna B Miller l 

Anne Manley i 

Mary Manley 3 

R F Manley 2 

B F Mundell 1 

C H Morris 2 

C K Meredith 1 

S MMusgrove 2 

M J Martin 2 

Lee L Malone 2 

Geo W: Millan l 

Minor Nuzum l 

Staats Nuzum 2 

Alice Ohley 2 

Effie POliver 2 

Simon C Parish l 

Atlas H Pitzer 2 

Jennie Poundstonc 3 

I J Parsons 2 

Anna Richards 1 

Lora Robinson 2 

Olive Ross 1 

Alice Ross 1 

E C Ravenscraft ;.... 1 

W F Snoderley 2 

M S Snoderly 1 

James M Satterfield 1 

Sweeden Satterfield 2 

Lizzie Stewart 1 

Lula Stewart 2 

W W Sine 1 

H L Sturm 1 

S. J. Sturm 1 

F L Sturm 1* 

Geo W Sturm 3 

W JSnodgrass : 2 

Porter BSweariugen 3 

Viola Swearingen 2 
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O L Hoult 1 Carrie D Shaver 2 

Flora Ice 2 Lucy Thorn 2 

C HIce 2 E J Thomas 1 

D M Ice 2 E J Tennant 2 

LC Jones 2 METoothraan 3 

Uewton Jones 3 Delia U Whoolery 2 

W A Jones 2 Daniel Wade 3 

Rosa L Kinney 2 DM West 1 

WLKuotts 2 Minnie L Wood 2 

Annie Kelley 2 MaryE Wade 1 

AMKuhn 2 M.I Williard 1 

Mary A Knight 2 John A Watson 1 

LoydM Koon 1 Luella C Wallace 1 

John L Lake 2 Otis W Waters 1 

lioulsa Linn 2 Riley Shackelford 1 

MARION COUNTY FOR 1884— J. V. Carpenter, SupH, 

In submitting this, my first annual report of the progress and 
condition of the public schools of this county, I feel justified in say- 
ing that a gradual and constant improvement has taken place dur- 
ing the last few years. Each year gives evidence of a higher degree 
of careful culture and training than that of the preceding one ; yet 
while in this particular we find much to encourage tis, still the edu- 
cational forces have not always been so conducted as to secure the 
most good. 

To accomplish better results it is necessary that we appeal, not 
only to the teachers, but also to the pupils for their support — noth- 
ing being more evident than this ; we cannot have good schools 
without good teachers — and equally true, we cannot, procure such 
teachers unless the people are willing to support them. If the busi- 
ness of teaching is not as fully desirable and lucrative as other busi- 
ness, the more competent will abandon it for other pursuits, and 
only the weak and ineflBcient will remain to fill these highly useful 
Ana responsible positions. 

While it is true that the Superintendent can insist upon having 
well qualified and efficient teachers, let me ask what his efforts will 
amount to in this direction if the people will not support compe- 
tent teachers? Will teachers of the required ability present them- 
selves, or will they not seek more favorable positions elsewhere? 

Another evil is the short term, which allows too much time for 
the minds of pupils to become inactive ; their thoughts naturally 
turn away from previous studies, interest in intellectual culture is 
lost, and the school-room has but little attraction for them. 

Another evil consists in the employment of different teachers every 
year for the same positions ; for too often after the school year is 
finished, and the thoughts of the pupils have turned away from the 
school and its influence, the memory having grown feeble on those 
truths and principles laid down by their former teacher, a new and 
fitrange teacher is called to assume charge of them, when the course 
and methods of procedure of the former teacher are displaced by 
those of the latter. Such a measure is opposed to success; hence, 
we find results decidedly unsatisfactory, both to teachers and the 
supporters of the public schools. 

These short terms, repeated changes of teachers and'^meagre sala- 
ries are therefore not at all consistent or in keeping with the idea 
of good schools and efficient labor. School terms should be 
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lengthened; reasonable salaries paid, and teachers re-employed 
whenever they have shown themselves capable and worthy. Then 
the efforts to advance the educational interests of the people will 
not be fruitless ; teachers will have extra inducements for self cul- 
ture and improvement, and institutes may then be organized^ 
properly attended and supported. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

The change in the manner of conducting examinations intro- 
duced by me last year is meeting with general favor, as it implies a- 
demand for greater preparation and self-reliance. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

Three new school buildings have been erected during the past- 
year ; in fact, every year we see some striking change in this respect 
for the better. The old log school-house is being superseded by 
more comfortable frame houses, while the rude and primitive furni- 
ture of the school-room is supplanted by the best and most 
improved kinds ; besides, some are supplied with at least sdme 
apparatus of improved sort. Thus our schools are becoming more 
inviting and effective, and with good teachers our progress cannot 
help but be favorable. 

SUPERVISION OF SCHOOLS. 

During the past year, although a very large undertaking, I visited 
all the schools in this county. It is my opinion that great good 
can be accomplished toward elevating the condition of public 
schools through the visitation of the Superintendent. It is m the 
school-room that we observe the teacher^s ability and fitness for the 
position ; methods of teaching, matters relating to discipline and 
government can be noted ; advice can be given to teachers, while to- 
the young and inexperienced teachers the Superintendent's visit 
will be more valuable. 

LIBRARIES. 

There seems each year to be an increased interest manifested in 
the collection of books for school libraries. Through the efforts of 
Prof. T. C. Miller, the efficient Principal, the Fairmont High 
School has collected a number of valuable books, consisting of 
cyclopedias, dictionaries, works on poetry, biography, fiction, &c., 
aoout 250 volume^ in all. The Mannington and Palatine schools 
each have small libraries. 

EDUCATIONAL JOURNALS. 

Nearly all the teachers in the county are subscribers to one or 
more educational journals, and many have introduced them into 
their schools. 
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IN CONCLUSION, 

I tender my grateful acknowledgments to you, sir, for your many 
acts of courtesy during the past year; to the Boards of Education 
for the kindness they have shown me in our official relations, but 
especially to our noble band of teachers who have so kindly and 
untiringly assisted me, and whose hearty co-operation in every 
measure to promote the welfare of our schools has made much of 
my work more like a pleasure than a task 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



H L Sturm 1 

HG Evans 2 

M E Toothman 2 

AG Sliriver ] 

Lloyd N Hets 2 

WiDie A Crowl 2 

W JSnodgrass 1 

D M Ice 2 

C D Hawklnberry 2 

J C Barrackman 2 

F M Fowler 1 

TbcM J Conaway, jr 1 

AM Kuhn 2 

Newton Jones 2 

L E Morgan 1 

A B Olelland 2 

Howard EAmos 1 

Daniel Snider, jr 2 

J U Brock 1 

Howard F Mercer 2 

Daniel Wade 2 

Frances J Toothman 2 

F M Billlngslea 2 

C E Billlngslea 2 

W E Piggott 2 

JoeL Parish 1 

J W Bunner 1 

W A Jones 2 

JM Prickett 1 

E E De Vault ; 1 

Lee RConaway 1 

Frank A Barnes 1 

Benj M Martin 2 

James L Hayhurst 3 

ThosS Manley 2 

Staats Nuzum 1 

Jon MSatterfleld 1 

I J Parsons 1 

SC Morris 1 

CH Merideth 4 years ex. 

R Shackelford 4 years ex. 

S Jerome Sturm 4 years ex. 

J MFox 4 years 

John A Wat«on 1 

L M Koon 1 



Willie L Wilson 1 

J W Barnes 1 

G W Millan 1 

John Johnston 1 

Thomas M Leeper 1 

J B Fowler 1 

C L Watson 2 

Benj F Mundel 1 

W W Carpenter 2 

F G N Blllingslea 1 

WR Hibbs 2 

A 8 Arnett 1 

Thos C Miller Examiner 

James M Satterfield Examiner 

J V Carpenter County Superintendent 

SanfordRich 1 

A B Burchinal 2 

Mary Ornduflf. S 

Lora Robinson 2 

Martha J Martin 2 

Josephine A Bambridge* 2 

Gussie M Cunningham 2 

Lizzie J Bums 3 

Katie^L Padden 1 

Jennie Poundstone 2 

Flora Hufltoian 

Laura C Dunnlngton 

Jennie Grubb 

Mary Manley 

Anna V Imhoflf 

Mar^ M Burns 

Carrie V Zumbro 

Esther M Wright 

Virginia L Pride 

Effle Mercer 

Lizzie Townsend 

Mary Knight 

Fannie May 

Anna Richards 

Eva M Hennen. 

Fannie E <;arter 

Mary E Wade 

Eva L Brand 

Anna Billlngslea 



MARSHALL COUNTY FOR 1883— J. W. P. Reid, Suft 

I will briefly report the school doings in Marshall county, chro- 
nologically, for the school year ending June 30, 1883. 

WAGES OF TEACHERS. 



The meeting of the several district Boards of Education in educa- 
tional session for discussion of our varied school interests, had a 
beneficial effect, viz : An increase of nearly 10 per cent, in the 
salaries of the teachers in each of the districts represented. This 
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convening of the several Boards to discuss the school interests of 
our county, originated with myself, and when you receive my next 
report you will find an interesting detail, as I have the promise of 
the attendance of the majority of each Board. At our last meeting 
in June last, some of the representatives expressed a fear that the 
sentiment in their districts would constrain tnem to lower the teach- 
ers' salaries. I will not anticipate ; my next report will notice this 
matter. 

INSTITUTES. 

Our annual institute held at Moundsville, August, 1882, was a 
success, the enrollment exceeding in numbers that of any preceding 
institute, while the interest and good feeling was in excess of any 
that it has been my fortune to attend. Among other resolutions 
the following were passed, viz ; That district institutes be held 
during the winter, and that a banner be awarded the district having 
the best attendance in ratio to its whole enumeration, the banner to 
be presented by the County Superintendent, and given in charge of 
the sub-district having the best attendance, based upon the same 
method of calculation, that the four winter months, November to Feb- 
ruary, inclusive, be taken as the time. The Boards of Education 
have informed me, the requisite funds will be placed at my disposal 
whenever notified. I have never been denied any reasonable re- 
quest by the Boards of Education, which is very gratifying, not only 
to myself, but to all interested in education. In conformity to the 
foregoing resolution as to distrct institutes, the teachers in all but 
two districts, held at least one district meeting, while in the ma- 
jority of districts, several educational meetings were held. Such 
interest on the part of our teachers, should, I think, satisfy the most 
exacting. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

The arithmetical problems kindly published in the West Virginia 
School Journal were but a sample of our whole examination, which 
we claim is in accordance with our excellent law governing exam- 
inations and the grading of teachers' certificates. May the law in 
this respect remain unchanged, viz, in the manner of grading cer- 
tificates, is my wish. 

BUILDINGS 

There were two school houses erected this year, one in Liberty 
the other in Meade districts, on the contested grounds spoken of in 
my last report. These buildings are the best in the county outside 
of Moundsville and Benwood, and are 34 feet by 28 feet, frame, and 
on solid foundations. I shall urge 36 feet as the length in future 
buildings. 

VISITATIONS. 

I made 114 visitations, was well received everywhere and hospit- 
ably entertained. I have, as heretofore, insisted that the primary 
object of the Public Schools is to educate the pupils for the prac- 
tical duties of life ; that the ability to write a neat business letter , 
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is of more material benefit in actual life than to be able to diagram 
the most difficult of sentences, and that readiness and correctness 
in the use of language comes chiefly from the frequentness of it. 
Hoping that the cause of education may continue to advance, I re- 
main respectfully, &c. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Haggle E Crago 

Lida E Jones 

Luella Fulton 

Jennie H Eagleson 

BellMunnelT 

Mrs Alice H Can* 

Mrs Jennie B Ketchum 

Oliver Cook 

Mrs Mollie E Cook 

J F Burleigh.. 

J K Chase 

J J Sammons 

M BStrawn 

Delia Connelley 

Samuel Robinson 

W S Powell 

8 G Burton 

MrsN B Easton 

Estella I Martin 

India V Evans 

Mary V Sharp 

Amanda M Roberts 

Mattie J Wilson 

Anna Sunderland 

Annie L Caldwell 

Jennie Whittingham 

Ella McMasters 

D M Henderson 

Wm P Weekley 

ThosB Weekley 

Maude Potts 

AnnaBurch 

J T King 

Albert Robinson ♦. 

FR Warden 

A R Warden 

Wilbert Jones 

J M Jefferson 

W A Evans 

T J Parsons 

R J Moore 

Wm H Griffith 

S W Warden 

Olive McClaskey 

Mary E McCabe 

Jennie B St Clair 

Cora Myers 

W L Manning 

H H Miller 

J ESivert 

Elihu Taylor 

J J Dufl'ey 

E Bonar 

Wm JBonar 

Wm Robinson 

R R Lutes 

E P Bowman 

Peter Ressegger 

Maggie McGaw 

JWMay 

R J Johns 

W M Wirt 

€H Dowler 

Wm A Caldwell 

EmmaL Pelley 2 



Maggie L Gates 2 

Mary RS Eagleson 2 

Nora Dolbeare 2 

Ada Dolbeare 2 

Albert M Lorentz 2 

Emma Thomas 2 

Lida M Showalter 2 

Albert Clayton 2 

C V L Calvert 2 

Clara B Parriott 2 

JR Crim 2 

JM Rine 2 

F H Fair 2 

Anna Aston 2 

Alice Thomas 2 

P M Burleigh 2 

Lizzie Martin 2 

Edna D Hogan 2 

EmmaE Hedges 2 

Mary A Hendershot 2 

Alice Sawyer 2 

Minnie H Hinkle 2 

Emma L McCracken 2 

Maude Jefferson 2 

Addie M Wyrick 2 

Edmund Fish 2 

Mary Weekley 2 

Sarah Porter 2 

Emma V Lutes 2 

F M Keyser 2 

J L Anderson 2 

I D Orum 2 

SR Keyser 2 

Wm B Matthews 2 

Webster Stewart 2 

Mollie J Duffey 2 

N P Crawford 2 

George Rine 2 

J L Hanen 2 

Cora Jones 2 

Mrs E P Campbell 2 

Chas Rankin 2 

Anna L McCabe 2 

Chas Troy 2 

Calvin J Higgs 2 

JM O'Neil 2 

A W Dowler...^ 2 

Wm McCluskey 2 

Robert A Teagarden 2 

David Mason S 

Emma Scott S 

Lillie Steele 3 

Texie Jones 8 

H E Thompson S 

C C Newman 3 

James McGhee 3 

Mary E Collins 3 

Katie A Hughes 3 

Maggie J Billeter 3 

Willie Warner 8 

George White 3 

D L McGinnis 3 

Nannie Blake 8 

R Martha Dauley 8 

AD Willey 8 



MARSHALL COUNTY FOR 1884— J. W. P. Reid, SupH. 

In submitting this annual report, I have but few remarks and 
suggestions to make. 

10 
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An addition was made to the Benwood school building, increas- 
ing its seating capacity at least one hundred, and plans for two 
frame buildings in Liberty district have been approved by me; 
the dimensions of these being 28 by 34 feet. The plans of these 
houses would have been submitted to you, but the clerk failed to 
send me copies of the same. Patent seats will be put in all new 
buildings in said district. The Boards of Education are awaken- 
ing to the benefits of improved furniture. 

We claim that the standard of our examinations is maximum 
and that our teachers are abreast of the times. 

Owing to the state of my health my visitations number this year 
but 68. I found the schools in good condition. 

Attendance at institute was excellent, the number of teachers 
about 135, and the interest they manifested in their profession is 
commendable. 

SUGGESTIONS AS TO CHANGE IN THE SCHOOL LAW. 

First — I recommend that a school month consists of twenty days* 

Second — That the County Superintendent be authorized to draw 
on the building fund of the respective districts for three days' salary 
at $1.50 per day for such members of the Board of Education as 
attend the County Superintendent in his visitations or when con- 
vened at the call of the County Superintendent. 

Third — That two days, at $1 per day, be allowed to such of 
trustees as accompany the County Superintendent when visiting 
their schools or when attending the institute. 

Fourth — ^That the salary of the clerks of the Boards of Education 
be rated bv the number of schools in their respective districts— pay 
for five schools what is now paid, increasing for every five or frac- 
tion thereof. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



CVL Calvert 

CJHiggs 

W F Jones 

W L Manning 

WSl'owell 

JS Barnbart 

A M Lorentz 

J ESivert 

EV Fish 

TMPedley 

WH Griffith 

Merriman Keyser. 

J J DuflTv 

W B Mathews 

TBWeekley 

H H Miller 

Peter Resseger 

Webster Stewart.... 

W H Goslin 

Wilbert Jones 

J W Abercrombie. 

RR Lutes 

L M Crow 

FH Fair 

8 W Warden 

ED Haines 

Albert Clayton 

CF McCraeken .... 
W A Evans 



« 



Elihu Taylor 4 yean 

A R Warden 4 " 

L G Brock 4 

Bell Munnell 

Lida Jones 

Luella Fulton. ...4 

Emma E Hedges 

Alice J Sawyer 

Nora Dolbeare 

Ada Dolbeare 

Maggie E Crago 

Anna L McCabe 

Maude Potts 

AnnaBureh 

Jennie Whittingham 

Ella McMasters 

Addie M Wyrick 

Maude Jefferson 

India V Evans 

Mary E J Sharp 

Sarah B Porter 

Mattie J Wilson 

Annie L Caldwell 

Annie Sunderland 

Amanda M Roberts 

Mary A Hendershot 

MollieJDuffy 

Mrs A H Carr 

Jennie H Eagleson 
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S G Burton 

SRHanen 

C H Dowler 

£P Bowman 

I D Orum 

C JHiggs 

G C Monroe 

P R Warden 

William Robinson 

John Chapman 2 

JM Rine 2 

R A Burch 2 

William McCluskey 2 

I D Orum 2 

G C Monroe 2 

W B Mathews 2 

C C Newman 2 

W J Rankin 2 

RR Lutes 2 

W 8 Lutes 2 

Wllbert Jones 2 

J C Hanna 2 

C W Conner 2 

J B Francis 2 

8 R Keyser 2 

M Taylor 2 

H P Maxwell 2 

J MO'Neil 2 

Dorsey Blake 2 

G W Pyles 2 

P8 Harris 2 

J H Douglass 2 

PM Burleigh 2 

Julius A Cramer 2 

HP Maxwell 3 

David Mason 3 

EE Hupp 3 

Oliver Cook 4 years 

Ezekiel Bonar 4 •* 

M B Strawn 4 " 

Albert Robinson 4 " 

8amuel Robinson 4 " 



Delia Connelley > 1 

Nannie B Easton 1 

Hannah J Price « ^ 1 

Delia Connelley 2 

Nannie Blake 2 

Dora Frye 2 

Klzzie Jones 2 

Clara Parriott t 

Mrs E E Lope 2 

Mrs A H Carr 2 

Emma V Lutes 2 

Emma McCracken 2 

Carrie Noller 2 

Mary B Martin 2 

Maggie Billeter 2 

Anna Carr 2 

Nannie Hendershot 2 

Clara M Campbell.. 2 

Emma Campbell 2 

Mattie M Yockey 2 

Lizzie B Martin 2 

Carrie C Campbell 2 

Mary E Weeklev 2 

Sarah A Ramsey 2 

Mary J Rulong 2 

Emma Pelley 2 

Bell Keys 3 

Anna B Crowther a 

Martha Stupf 3 

Myra B Wilson a 

Jennie Garrison 3 

Mary Rulong a 

Nancy J Crouch 3 

Mary A Pickett 3 

Kate Burleigh 3 

Tillie White 3 

Cora Myers 4 years 

Jennie 8t Clair 4 

Mary McCabe 4 

Maggie McGaw 4 

Estella Martin 4 

Olivie McClaskey 4 



MASON COUNTY FOR 1883— W. J. Kenny, SupH. 

(No Written Report). 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



James Amsberry 

Thomas Allen 

WmBuell 

J M Burdette 

8 E Bamett 

W H Blain 

A L Boggus 

BBBarnett 

JE Seller 

D W Brown 

Serah Bird 

If aggie Brown 3 

Maggie Byrne 2 

Annie Byrne 2 

Lulu Chapman 2 

James Cullin 3 

Chas Clendenin 2 

Alta Darst 2 

Arthur Edwards 1 

L C Fadely 1 

H N Fisher 1 

John M Fowler 1 

J W Fisher 1 

D W Fisher 1 

Helen Farley 2 

Ida Graham 2 

Dorcas Gale 1 

Mary Greenlee 1 



J C Knapp 1 

Francis Lewis 1 

Maggie Love 2 

Willie McNeil 1 

Maggie Moore 1 

Mary McKewn 2 

Clara Mathews 2 

Blanche Meeks 2 

Frank Meeks 2 

J E Morris 1 

Thomas McKabe 2 

Joseph McKee 1 

RobtE Mitchell 1 

S S Nye 1 

Nora O'Leary 1 

8 C Priddy 2 

S V Pullin 3 

Geo Poffenbarger 1 

EdwardlRowley 2 

Wm H Roush 1 

LF Rodgers 1 

Jasper Riffle 1 

Melford Roush 2 

Wm Roseberry 2 

Georgia Roseberry 2 

W P Roush 1 

Gideon Roush 1 

W H Roush, jr 1 
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Hary Gilmore 1 

AdaGilmore 1 

LC Gillespie , 2 

W W Harper 1 

R E Hereford 1 

Charles Harris 2 

J F M Hill 1 

G WHill 1 

Thomas Hogg 1 

Alice Hill , 2 

Fannie Hill 1 

Josie Hart 1 

Lizzie Hogg 1 

Annie Hart 2 

Belle Hutchinson 1 

Jennie Hutchinson 1 

Jennie Horner , 1 

E C Harper 1 

Charles Irwin 1 

Lewis Johnson 2 

LCJeffers 2 

Sallie Jones 1 

Nannie Jarrett 1 

Miss L M Kennedy 1 

Ida Knig.it 1 

E V Kennedy 1 

Alice Kimberling 1 

Geo W Knapp 1 



RenaRoush 1 

Fannie C Roush 3 

Fanny Roush 

Lizzie Stone 

Samantha Summers 

DM Sullivan 

Lewis Somerville 

J W Starkey 

Wm Shank 

Robt Smith 

Libbie Taylor 

Lida Tucker 

M H Watkins 

J D Whitter 

W H Wheeler 

J Warner 

Mary Washington 

Amelia Withers 

Maggie Watterson 

Lizzie Yeager 

Reed Yeager : 

J O Yeager 

J B Yeager « 

W J Zircle 

Charles A Zircle 

H A Zu.span 

Mary Sterrell 3 

I^illy Knight 1 



MASON COUNTY FOR 1884— J. L. Whitten, Suj>H. 



Being the youngest Superintendent in the State, I imagine that you 
will not expect an elaborate report from me of the schools of Mason 
county, and I shall content myself with a few estimates — believing 
the report as compiled from the secretaries' reports, and herewith 
submitted, will prove satisfactory. 

The interest in educational work in the county during the past 
year has been very encouraging. The schools were well attended, 
and there seemed to be a fixed determination upon the part of the 
patrons to have the youth liberally educated. • 

Mason county is divided into two parts by the Great Kanawha 
river. In that portion of the county lying south of the Kanawha 
there are three districts, Arbuckle, Clendennen and Hannan, which 
employ fifty-three teachers, all primary, there being no graded 
schools in this section, while in the ten districts (three independent) 
north of the Kanawha there are ninety-nine teachers employed an- 
nually, one-third of whom teach in the graded schools of Point 
Pleasant, West Columbia, Clifton, Mason City, Valley City, Hart- 
ford City and New Haven. Our most efficient educators are em- 
ployed in these schools of the higher grades, and many of the young 
ladies and gentlemen here receive their training for effective work in 
the arduous profession of teacher. 

We were kindly favored with two institutes this year, one at 
Mason City the other at Leon. This was of great convenience to 
the teachers, and as a mark of appreciation they passed resolutiona 
thanking you for the same. There were 185 teachers enrolled at the 
two institutes — 111 at Mason City and 74 at Leon. These institutes 
were a success beyond expectation. Many of the teachers expressed 
their views by saying : '*We had the most pleasant and profitable 
institutes this year ever held in our county." Great creait is due 
the conductor. Prof. John A. Watson, for the earnest and genial 
manner in which he labored to make the institutes interesting and 
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instructive. Prof. Watson is to take charge of the Clifton graded 
school, and we are proud that we are to have such an eminent and 
distinguished educator become a citizen of our county. On Satur- 
day, the closing day of each institute, public examinations of appli- 
cants for teachers were held. One hundred and sixty-four teachers 
were examined ; of these fifteen received certificates good for four 
years. The manuscripts of the teachers showed decided improve- 
ment. Mr. Yeager, a gentleman who was a member of the Board of 
Examiners five years ago, and at present a member, expressed his 
surprise at the rapid advancement of the teachers. Five years ago 
we had to import teachers from Ohio to take charge of our schools ; 
at present we can supply our own schools, and send every year 
teachers to the interior counties of the State. 

It seems to me that section 41 of the school law, which says that 
"only one term of time shall be voted for at any one election" should 
be so modified as to give the Boards of Education power for two 
years to lay the levy lor the number of months' school the people 
vote for at the regular school election held the third Tuesday in 
M€iy every two years, and save the trouble of voting on the question 
every year as the law now directs. 

I had the pleasure of visiting all the schools in operation last year, 
which required four months' time, and I can cheerfully say that 
there seemed to be a liberal co-operation of all classes in favor of 
thoroughness in educational work as the most efiective means to 
prosperity and success. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



EH Holloway 1 

D W Brown 1 

J M Starkey 1 

Samuel BJeffers 2 

A W Young 3 

J S Pollock 2 

S A Kelsler 1 

Jacob Rickard 2 

R E Hereford 1 

M P Smith 2 

Charles Harris 2 

AHolley 1 

J E McMiltin 1 

M F Blazer 1 

J E Carroll 1 

L W Johnson 2 

B D Haywnrd 1 

James Smith 2 

J FBarnett 3 

JMCullin 3 

GE Roush 2 

George E Koush 2 

Francis Lewis 1 

W F Withers 2 

RW Lewis 2 

J EMorris 3 

George W Barnett 3 

C J Baker 1 

J M Beal 1 

Thomas McCabe 3 

M H Wheeler 3 

8 C Prlddy 1 

W A Rosberry 1 

J D MeKiudley : 2 

O E Skinner 2 

W P Roush 1 

George Yeager ~ 1 

F Ashley ~ 2 



M M Shank 1 

TL Nye 1 

G H Arrington 2 

J S Arrington 2 

LCSayles l 

G E Roush 1 

MA Hanes S 

W W Harper 1 

J B Y'eager l 

CH Johnson l 

J J Gaskins l 

JT Moore 2 

George Poffenbarger 1 

Willie McNeill l 

Mary A Westall 2 

Kate Wesson 2 

Annie Byrne 2 

Laura Lemaster 1 

Annie Paden l 

Lillie Knight 1 

Lizzie Stone .' 1 

Annie Leaderer 2 

Maria Curtis 2 

Maggie Strosnider 2 

Lettie Turner 2 

Ella J Gibbons i 

Laura Roush 2 

Luvena Yeagor 3 

Rena J Roush 2 

Jennie Hutchinson i 

Clara Mathews i 

Maggie Love 2 

Hannah Waterson 2 

Helen Farley 2 

Terzah Jones 2 

Maggie L Byrne l 

Mary L Washington 2 

Maggie Moore 2 
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LSomerviil 1 

li H Watkins 1 

Charles Butler 1 

D W Fisher - 

J C Hart 2 

F R Roush 2 

HC Roush 2 

B B Barnett 1 

TL Dabney 2 

ac Priddy 1 



Minnie Knight 2 

Kate Williams 1 

Sallie Pofl'enbarger 1 

Mattie Hope ^ 2 

Lizzie Yeager 2 

LM Kennedy « 1 

LC JefTers 1 

Willie Riggs 2 

Kassie Lewis 1 



MERCER COUNTY FOR 1883— J. W. Bennett, SupH 

I herewith submit my annual report as County Superintendent of 
Free Schools of Mercer county. 

The general operation of the system has been healthful and pro- 
gressive, and the outlook is decidedly promising. The action of 
our law-makers in fixing the salaries of the teachers by statutory 
enactment, thus making them permanent and uniform, was a step 
in the right direction, and has had a salutary influence on our 
schools. But it was only one step. The amount now paid our 
teachers is not sufficient to induce that class of teachers we need 
most to make a lifetime business of teaching. Hence we have but 
few strictly professional teachers in our common schools. But few 
of our teachers are permanently fixed as such. They are only using 
the business of teaching as a *'stepping-stone" to something else — 
especially is this so of our young men, and a large number of our 
schools are in charge of this class. They teach a few seasons and 
then go to the law, medicine or something else that pays better than 
teaching. Nor can we hope to reach that high educational standard 
that has been elsewhere attained, and which is so desirable, till we 
ofier considerations sufficiently attractive to induce the best talent 
and culture to seek employment in our common schools. 

Our Normal School at Concord is still in a flourishing condition. 
The last session was somewhat interrupted by the appearance of 
small-pox in our county. As a precautionary measure, the school 
was closed a few weeks before the end of the regular session. Not- 
withstanding this embarrassment, the last was, in some respects, 
the best session in the past history of the school. The number of 
students in attendance was larger, and their deportment and appli- 
cation better than at any former session. All of which is respect- 
fully feubmittod. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



James A Lilly 

James F Holroyd.... 
Robert LHolroyd.... 
William B Gautier... 

George B Martin 

James H French 

Harvy P Justice 

A J Young 

James H Whittaker 

John Brown 

Thomas G Little 

L M Pendleton 

JohnBNeal 

George E LNeal.. ... 

TF Caldwell 

B P Pendleton 

W E Maston 



George W Bailey 2 

WWKarns 2 

LC Shrewsby 2 

Charles Ross 2 

James W Vines 2 

Allen W Brown 2 

H E Martin 2 

Winton E Bailey 2 

James Massey 2 

Gordan L Saunders 3 

Samuel C Harvey S 

M F Robinson 

Mary C Pine 

Josie Pine 

Mary H Barber 

Nannie B George 

Ann A Taliaferro 
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rXD liaston 

-f!D Ross. 

N B Lilly 

W D Calfee 

John W Ball 

John A Morrison 

£ E Phipp8 

N 8 Reynolds 

O J Woods 

WUUam A Stovall 

James Calfee 

William P Boggess. ; 

James A Doyle. 

Samuel M Christie 

Lewis F Christie 

H W Christie 

D B Pendleton 

Charles M Ball 2 

Charles F Kirtner 2 

Lewis D Martin 2 

Rowland Neal 2 

C D Ross 2 

L BGrigsby 2 

John WBailey 2 



Hattie A Tiller 

Emma Bolton 

Lizzie J Hoge 

Sue E Gooch 

Lillie E Foster 

Mary A Lilly 

M M Pine 

Kate Crocket 

Nannie Carr 2 

Belle Rice 2 

Mollie Fink 2 

Celestine Stinson 2 

Fannie Thompson 2 

Bettie C Neall..... 2 

Lula J Kitts 2 

Charlotte Brammer 2 

Josie Brown 2 

Josie Bolton 2 

Ann Hunt 8 

RL Martin 3 

Gordan C Madison (col'd) 3 

George N Hall (col'd) 3 

Rhoda Kiefer (col'd) 2 

Malinda H Gore (col'd) 8 



MERCER COUNTY FOR 1884— J. W. Bennett, SupH, 

(No Written Report), 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



A J Young 

W E Maston 

JP Holroyd 

J L Brown 

J C Hughes 

GEL Neal 

JBNeal 

N B Lilly 

B P Pennington 

H E Martin 

W H Caldwell 

•Geo B Martin 

R L Holroyd 

J H French 

T G Little 

W E Bailey 

W W McClaugherty 

J A Doyle 

S G Boiling 

G W Bailey 

L P Gregsby...-. 

J A Morrison 

BW Pendleton 

■ST Reynolds 

D B Pendleton 

P W Massie 

O T Fielder 

li A Martin 

L M Pendleton 

J P Dunn 

H F Ellison 

J A Lilly 

H H Shumate 

J Brown 

W W Kaines 2 

J BKirk 2 

JNHarman 2 



J W Bailey 2 

Rowland Neal 2 

J H Bailey 2 

J C Madison 2 

CGore 8 

W A Claxton 8 

G Hall 3 

G Saunders 8 

Samuel Harvey 3 

M M Pine 

N E Carr 

N B George 

Josie Pine 

M E Godfrey 

Sue Gooch 

N B Gore 

EE Bolton 

J M Bolton 

J Brown 

M Fink 

H A Tiller 

S E Bicknell 

BC Neal 

M C Pine 

BRice 

V E Massie 

L J Hoge 

M J Lilly 

M A Lilly 

L Calfee 

T Stinson 

C Bailey 

C George 

L B Bailey 2 

R D Kiefer 2 

SB Compton 2 



MINERAL COUNTY FOR 1883— D. C. Arnold, SupH, 

I herewith send my annual report of the condition of the Free 
Schools in Mineral county : 

I cannot report as I should have liked as to my personal knowl- 
edge of the practical working of the school system. I had several 
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plans for creating an interest in school work which I meant to carry- 
out in visiting my schools last winter, but before I undertook the 
task I was taken sick and for two months was not able to do any 
work ; I therefore did not get to visit the schools at all. However 
we have a good corps of teachers and there was creditable work 
done in the schools generally. Boards of Education are recognizing 
the importance of having good teachers. This is manifest in the 
gradual increase of salaries. The lowest salary to be paid th^ in- 
coming school year for a No. 1 certificate is $30, and this is paid in 
but one district. Two districts pay $32.50 for a first-class certificate^ 
and the others $35. Elk district voted a six months' school at the 
May election. Other districts agitated the question of a longer term 
for the first time. School houses are furnished with the best school 
furniture, in many instances. The practice of "rigid economy" to 
the exclusion of everything from a school house in the shape of 
seats except benches without backs has become a thing of the past. 
A more liberal and progressive spirit is pervading the minds of 
school authorities and the maxim is fast becoming adopted that "the 
best is the cheapest." True it is that there are drawbacks to the 
efiectual working of the school system. But they are in the minority. 
It seems from the statistics that not enough of the youths of school 
age attend school. 

Our thanks are due to you for the Superintendents' Convention 
held at Keyser last year. Though not largely attended, some good 
things were set on foot by the conductors, Dr. Newell and Prof. 
Wade. 

In quitting the superintendency,! acknowledge the many courtesiesr 
and favors shown me by yourself and the public. I now hand over 
the school supervision of Mineral county to our esteemed friend and 
excellent school man, George S. Arnold. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Carrie Kildow 

Maggie Emert 

M SueSheetz 

Laura Clayton 

Maggie Sheetz 

Annie M Fallon 

Jennie A Startzman 

Ella M Wagoner 

Florence M Curtis 

Annie Burnworth 

Kate P Gamble 

B M Gamble 

Annie Marville 

Mrs L A Walsh 

S I Kreemer 

Henry Chilson 

R V Bosely 

Geo B Junkins 

I N Rogers 

Chas E Taylor 

A F McClellan 

John D Taylor 

D W Shields 

B L Keenau 

J Y Blackford 

L B Fleming 

L H Keenan 

Geo S Arnold 

I H Offner 

William Liller 

Ida B Carroll 2 



A D Jones 2 

Clara K Clayton 2 

Kate Fallon 2 

ftallie Welton /. 2 

Nannies Duling 2 

Olie Lawhead 2 

Lillian E Dawson 2 

Mrs Bettie Rees 2 

Chas L Bane 2 

S D Blair 2 

Jas D Cox 2 

W W Inskeep 2 

J C Mullen 2 

T D Arnold 2 

Rosenorans Workman 2 

David E Pine 2 

J C Dixon (eol'd) 2 

VEEllifritz n 

Susie Crawford jj 

Emma F Krigbaum a 

Alverdah J Carroll 3 

Lizzie Dunn 8 

Nannie Bane 3 

Ella Allender 3 

Lucy A Howard (col'd) 8 

D W Hartman 3 

Geo A Heed 3 

A G McAllister 3 

LD Clifford (col'd) : 3 

James M P Jackson (col'd) 4 

Mary E Jones (col'd) 6 
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MINERAL COUNTY FOR 1884— Geo. S. Arnold, SupH. 

The lateness of my first annual report to you is owing to the fact 
that one of the secretaries did not send in his report until recently. 
I have labored hard to have it correct, and I think vou will find 
it so. The items called for in columns 3, 4 and 5 are not furnished 
by the secretaries' reports, and they may be somewhat incorrect. 
Neither are columns 16, 17 or 61 furnished by the secretaries. 

The past year has been one of great interest to me in the school 
work. I visited every public school in the county, and found them as a 
general thing in good working condition. Of course, some of them 
were not as good as wo would have wished to see, but there is a 
spirit of progress in the school work in this county. 

We had in the county, in general use, scholars' monthly and term 
reports. The reports were arranged by a committee at our insti- 
tute, and received and'adopted by the institute. 

For the first year that district institutes were held throughout 
this county, the past year has been one of intense interest to the 
teachers, patrons and pupils. Those institutes were a success for 
the first, being well attended and freely engaged in. They did much 
to propagate the work among the people where it is mostly needed. 

The salaries do not run as low in this count}'' as in some others, 
and they have become nearly fixed or permanent and uniform. 
There is still room to raise the salary, however, and to lengthen the 
school term, and a failure to do so, especially the latter, causes 
some of our best teachers to retire from the business. 

Much more attention is given our school houses now than there 
was some years ajjo in regard to location, heating, ventilation, 
&c., and there is still much more needed. 

But upon the whole the work is becoming more satisfactory and 
apparently useful and good to the county. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



ChasLBaDO 1 

J D Taylor 1 

W Grimm 1 

W W Inskeep 2 

Bruce Burke 2 

I N Rogers 1 

RV Bosely 1 

T D Arnold .*. 2 

Robt Shultice 1 

J C MuUen 2 

E J Noon 2 

D H Kern 2 

SD Blair 1 

J W Reese 3 

A F Salisbury 1 

W A Liller 1 

Esdras Ludwick 1 

HChilson 1 

I N McDonald 3 

LDCliflford (col'd) 3 

J C Dixon (col'd) 1 

J W Newlon 1 

James Foley 2 

I H Offner 1 

A G McAllister 2 

DWHartman 3 

J E Dyche 1 

Edmond Bonuey 1 

11 



Laura Clayton 1 

Florence M Curtis 1 

Tennic A Startzman 1 

Elizabeth H Dunn 3 

KateK Fallow 2 

Lu(!y A Howard (col'd) 4 

Victoria E EUifritz 2 

Susie M Johnson 1 

Sallie Welton 2 

Nannie I Wagoner I 

Ida F Troutman 1 

P'mma Major 3 

Kate Murphy 2 

Clcmmy Hepburn 2 

Annie M Gilmore 2 

Annie E Marvillc 2 

Maggie Hughes 3 

Julia Faherty 2 

Nannie J Bane 3 

Maggie J Walsh 3 

Lillian Dawson 3 

Mary E Bane 3 

Clara K Clayton 1 

Alverda Carroll 3 

Amelia A Bowman 3 

Minnie Reay 2 

Alice Ahlcnfeld 2 

Annie Webb (col'd) 4 
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Archibald C Hamill.; 1 

Willie H Swadley 8 

Frank. McClellan 

D \V Shields 

C E Taylor 

G B Junkins 

Ida B Carroll 

Adella D Jones 2 



Willie C Dodson 1 

Ella M Newman 8 

Martha A Logsdon 8 

Maggie M Sheetz 

Ella M Wagoner „ 

Annie Burworth 

Carrie Kildow 

Annie Fallon 



MONONGALIA COUNTY FOR 1883— B. S. Morgan, SupH. 

(No Written Report.) 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Rebecca Barker 2 

Ettie Boyers 1 

Lizzie Cordray 2 

Lena Carter 1 

FHnnie L Carter 1 

Emma Coleman 2 

M Ellen Cox 2 

8arah R Coyie 1 

Rebecca Courtney 2 

Anna Campbell 1 

Do'aDorsey 2 

Carrie V Fletcher 1 

Sue E Fletcher 1 

Georgie Fletcher 2 

Ellen Gorman 1 

Carrie B Hackney 2 

Lizzie Holyfield 2 

Terressa Howell 2 

Emma L Jones 1 

Rosa Larkin 1 

Josie Martin 2 

Laura V Price 1 

Belle Price 1 

Lenore H Philips 1 

Minnie Reay 2 

Jennie selbey 2 

Columbia Simpson 2 

Nan Simpson 2 

A BSturgiss 2 

Lizzie Stewart 1 

Lou Stewart 2 

Jennie Staggers 2 

Mattie Stewart , 1 

Laura Shisler 1 

Mary Wade 1 

Annie Wood 2 

Minnie Wood 2 

Zimri Ammons 1 

E H Andereon 1 

Guv Barker 1 

S A Barker 3 

AS Barker « 2 

J J Brand 2 

Harvey Brand 2 

L L Bayers 1 

(; W Baremore 2 

G (' Cole 1 

J C Cole 1 

J F Chipps 2 



W I Cox : 2 

E E Dilliner 2 

E E Devault 2 

F A Dunn 2 

WJ Eddy 2 

Jas Farreli 1 

R EFast 1 

S K Fisher 2 

J G Gorman 2 

W H Gorman 2 

A T Hough 2 

J E Haught 2 

C B Hall 2 

John Henrv 2 

T E Hodges 1 

C G Howell 2 

G L Howell 2 

J MJolliflf 2 

C M E Jolliflf 1 

J Marshall Jacobs 1 

HI King 2 

J B M Kennedy 2 

WP Layton 2 

W A Lyons 2 

John Laird 2 

W P Mapel 1 

T I McRea 2 

L J Piles 2 

J D Russel 1 

W H Rude 2 

S C Rich 2 

MCRamsev 1 

W B Stewart 1 

Linzy Stoneking 2 

Wm Simpson 2 

S J Snyder 2 

M H Steele 1 

R W Tapp 1 

V Vander\'oort 1 

E H Wince 1 

ChasM Wilson 1 

J M Wilson 2 

T M Wilson 1 

D Wiedman 1 

W J White 2 

J M Waters 2 

A C Woods 2 

A Zearley 1 



MONONGALIA COUNTY FOR 1884. 
(No Written Report.) 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Zimri Ammons 
C W Baremore . 



8 J Snider.... 
W B Stewart. 
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li D Breakiron 

J J Brand 

AS Barker 

Harvey Brand 

J R Conner 

WN Conner.... 

TJ Collins 

CECastolo 

John F Chipps 

WI Cox 

H A Dickinson 

FA Dunn 

FM Efaw 

W J Eddy 

EJ Everly 

James Farrell 

SR Fisher 

J G Gorman 

CG Howell 

OL Howell 

John Henry 

C B Hall 

John E Haught 

Walter Hough 

J E Hawthorne 

JMJoUiff 

L M Jaco 

J M Jacobs 

W J King 

H I King 

E 8 Kinsley 

J E Kennedy 

J B M Kennedy 

Morgan Lemasters. 

John Laird 

W P Layton 

W A Lyons 

W E Lanham 

L L Malone 

W L McCoy 

H F Mercer 

S R Mercer 

T H Mercer , 

Duncan McRa 

Elijah McRa 

WP Mapel 

J M McGowen 

S H Protzman 

Hosea Stornsberry. 

R LShumau 

Erank Snider 



J M Stewart 

MH Steele 

LLShriver 

William Simpson ..., 

W A Tucker 

D Wiedman 

A C Woods , 

J M Waters 

Josie Barrsckman ... 

Ettie Boyers 

Emma Boughner 

Ida Barker , 

Rebecca Barker 

Martha Brown 

Terressa Chipps 

Susie Cozad 

Sarah RCoyle 

Anna Campbell 

Mattie Campbell 

Ella Campbell 

Emma Coleman 

Rebecca Courtney.... 

ME Cox 

Lizzie Cordray 

Sue Fletcher 

Georgie Fletcher 

Carrie V Fletcher.... 
Carrie B Hackney .. 

Laura Joseph 

die Lawhead 

Rosa Larkiu , 

Laura Price 

Belle Price 

Fannie Price 

Minnie Reay 

Nan Simpson 

Columbia Simpson. 

Jennie F Selbey 

Laura Shisler 

Mattie Stewart 

Lou Stewart 

Lizzie White 

Minnie Wood 

Doral L Dorsey 

Dice Tapp 

T M Wilson 

J M Wilson 

EH Wince 

V Vandervort 

Grant Fisher 



MONROE COUNTY FOR 1883— J. D. Becket, Sup't. 

Monroe county is divided into six districts, Union, Sweet Springs, 
Second Creek, Wolf Creek, Springfield and Red Sulphur. 

Union district is divided into four sub-districts, in which were 
taught twelve white schools and one colored. There are twelve 
school houses in this district, most of which are in good condition ; 
it paid its teachers last year $2,088 and $356.71 for building pur- 
poses. 

Sweet Springs district is divided into seven sub-districts, in which 
were taught fourteen white and one colored school. There are fifteen 
school houses in this district, some of which need repairing ; it paid 
for its teachers last year $1,585, for building $288.61. 

Springfield district is divided into, nineteen sub-districts, in which 
nineteen white schools were taught. This district has no colored 
school. The houses of this district are very indifferent. It paid for 
its teachers last year $2,234.16, for building $373.02. 

Second Creek district is divided into, four sub-districts, in which 
were taught nine white schools and one colored. The houses are very 
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good. It paid for its teachers last year $1,056, for building purposes 
^923.10. 

Wolf Creek district is divided into eleven sub-districts, in which 
were taught twelve white and one colored school. The houses of 
this district are splendid. It paid for its teachers last year $1,620, 
for building $347,68. 

Red Sulphur district is divided into twenty-one sub-districts, in 
which were taught eighteen white and three colored schools. The 
houses of this district are very good except a few log houses, which 
will soon be replaced bv frame houses. It paid for its teachers last 
year $2,332, for building purposes $1,916.74. 

Our teachers last year generally gave satisfaction to the school 
officers and patrons, and the year has been a success. 

Out of ninety-one teachers eighty-five are residents of the State 
and seventy-eight of the county. Thus you see that we are nearly 
supplying the schools with our own county teachers. 

The institute at Union in August, conducted by Prof. A. P. Kerr, 
of Lewisburg, was well attended^ there being eighty-five enrolled. 
Much interest was manifested by the teachers who were present, and 
I am certain that a great good has been done them as a body of 
teachers. 

I spent a short time in each school, except four, last winter, which 
I did not get to visit, noting the attention to study, manner of reci- 
tation, and general behavior of pupils, and making such suggestions 
to the teachers as I deemed most necessary. In nearly all of the 
schools I made remarks to the pupils with an efi'ort to impress them 
with the necessity of diligence in study and correctness in conduct, 
if they would be benefited. 

And now I wish to say to the friends of education, school officers, 
and teachers, I return my thanks to you for the many favors I have 
received at your hands, hoping the coming year may be the means 
of conferring greater blessings to the cause of education in our 
county. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J A Meadows , 

J M Humphreys 

Willie Humphreys.... 

EP Williams 

A P Smith 

A P Miller 

AL Peck 

A C Chambers , 

WO Spangler 

H M VMlLs 

J C Bailey (col'd) 

Mrs Minnie Uuulap.. 

I N Aarnott 

Lewis Larew 

William Ballengee..., 
Julia B Smith (col'd). 

H A Heaveiier 

J A Riishbrook 

Shedrick Dickinson.... 

L G (^heuvront 

J D Beckett 

J E Keadle 

J S Larew 

JS Rudd 

Tellins McNeer 

J M Ballard 

Harvey Parkei 



Houston Irons 

Randolph Crosier... 

W E Hiues 

Wallace Ballard 

W H H Campbell.... 

Mrs A Colemen 

Mrs J M Ferguson.. 
Anabell Kmmons..., 

Mttthew VValkup 

R M Campbell 

R A Paiton 

C W Holmes (col'd). 

I G Irons 

B R Parker 

Serena Beamer 

E Ellison 

Nora Reaburn 

WSStroman 

Ellen Prentice , 

Rev A Lewis (col'd). 

Robert Clark 

Shelton Clark 

William Boggess 

Nettie Diddle 

J A Erskine 

C W Honaker 

Laura Prentice 
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RSRudd 

James Arnott 

LEMcNeer 

Granville Houchins.. 
Thompson Houohinn. 

Mary McElwee 

Samuel H Holliday.... 

W R Smith 

Robert Smith 

J A Powers 

H BMann 

Estill Aruott 

Henry Vawter 

C P Summers 

J AVass 



GC Osborne 

J H Cook 

Kiltie Tomlinson.. 

Joaie Tomlinson 

Marion Gilchrist.... 

Mary Osborne 

T .iXVickline 

M Ejfgleston 

S W Sayre 

Robert Hnwkins... 
William (^ampbell. 

Annie Rutledge 

J N Crosier 

A C Chewniug 



MONROE COUNTY FOR 1884— J. D. Becket, SupH. 

(No Written Report.) 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J W Rutledge 2 

W R Smith ' 

8 W Bean 

C A Hines 

C P Bradley 

Marion Gilchrist 

J HCook 

GW Sayre 

WC Vanstavem 

G COsV>f/rne 

R A Patton 

J W Patton 

T J Patton 

A G Irons 

W E Kllison 

A N Williams 

J H Diddle 

W H H <'ampbell 

T H Aldorsou 

W F Wikle 

J B Bittinger. 

E M Arnott 

Henry Vawter 

WE Hines 

Henry G Arnott» 

Randolph Crozier 

W RStroman 

R L Clark 

8 W Parker 

CM Honaker. 

R H Mason 

J A Erskine 

RP Hawkins 

J W Ball 

J M Ballard 

J D Beckett 

J D Beasley '. 

LM Campbell 

TE Chambers 

J M Humphrej's 

J E Keadle 



L D Keadle 

C E Mann 

J A Meadows : 

J N Parker 

A L I'cck 

J A Rushbrook 

W O Spangler 

A P Smith 

J W Arnott 

J N Arnott 

Wallace Hallard 

W C Chambers 

William II Davis 

Thompson Houchins 

S H Holliday 

Lewis Larew 

Lucius McNeer 

Tellius McXeer 

J H Parker 

RS Rudd 

W TSmith .*. 

J R Wheeler 

A A RutledKe 

Josie Tomlinson 

Nora Reaburn 

A K Emmons 

E Nf Arnoit 

M K Osborne 

Kitlie Tomlinson 

Lizzie Leach 

Minnie Pence 

Ella Krebbs 

Mary McKlwcc : 

W B Humphreys 

Rosa I iveiv 

MollieHull 

Rosa Bailey (col'd) 2 

S W Dickinscm (col'd) 2 

Guy R Dickinson (col'd) 2 

I C Bailey (col'd) 1 

NBPinn (col'd) 1 



MORGAN COUNTY FOR 1883— Jas. S. Bechtol, SupH. 

I herewith submit to you my annual report as required by law 
for the school year ending June 30, 1883. It affords me great satis- 
faction to state that the secretaries of the Boards of P^ducation of 
the several districts were prompt in making their reports within the 
time prescribed by law, and the accuracy and neatness of the same 
are commendable in the highest degree. 
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The schools in the various sub-districts of the county have been 
successful with one or two exceptions. In Bath district the length 
of terms ranged from seven to nine months. Capon from five to- 
eight months. Rock Gap, Timber Ridge, Sleep Creek and Allen, but 
four months each. This will never educate the children, and even 
with only four months many children are not sent to school at alj,. 
and others so irregularly that they are not benefitted by the school. 

Experience leads me to the conclusion that our school system is 
a good one, and when thoroughly developed will place our State 
second to none in educational interests. 

We need a higher standard of excellence in our teachers. With 
this end in view, more rigid examinations should be had and better 
work required in the school room. Give good salaries, and employ 
only competent teachers, and knowledge among the children of our 
State will be the result. 

I return thanks to Hon. B. L. Butcher, State Superintendent, for 
efficient aid rendered me in the discharge of my duty, and to the 
teachers and school officers of Morgan county for the efficient man- 
ner in which they have discharged their duties the past year. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERIFICATES. 



Wm H Potter 1 

S J Hawvermale l 

T B Thompson 1 

Jamef>I Wldmeyer 1 

H H Winters 3 

Mary E Wisner 1 

Ella M Johnson 1 

Laura SEdmiston 1 

E W Crothers 1 

James E Dyche 1 

E G Redding 1 

L P Noland - 1 

OF Powell 1 

R L Feamon 1 

WP Hottle 2 

Jos A Mechen 2 

C HBohrer 3 

Kewis Shockey 1 

R M Fisher 2 

H W Allwine 1 



RH Stotler 1 

John H Luttrell 1 

Wm H Baker, ir 1 

John W SUllwell ^ 1 

MattieC Fisher 2: 

D A Brady 1 

RV Bosley « 1 

Wm C Whisner 1 

John Buchanan 1 

SV Brown 1 

George C v^ elty 2 

AM Blackwood 3 

Elmer Bowers 2 

Noah Potter 2 

L W Srudamon 1 

W H McColloch 1 

Charles E Casler '. 2 

Charles L Streit 2 

John W Sherrard 2 

Jonathan Casler 3 



MORGAN COUNTY FOR 1884— Chas. E. Walling, SnpH, 

I have the honor herewith to submit my annual report of the 
condition of the Free Schools of Morgan county for the year ending 
June »iO, 1884. In reviewing reports and making corrections, in 
order that my report might be full and complete, has consequently 
caused some delay. Secretaries have been prompt in making their 
reports, but have considerable difficulty in obtaining reports from 
Trustees, or if obtained at all, were very inaccurate and incomplete. 
I have used great effort, and endeavored by all means in my power^ 
to send you a correct report. The financial condition of our county 
is very good. We have a school property valued at $22035 29-100, 
and all paid for, and a surplus in favor of the building fund of 
$1476 85-100. We have paid this year for teachers $5731 75-100, 
and a surplus in favor of teachers' fund of $1471 39-100. Our small 
primitive school houses have given way for larger and more com- 



REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 83 

modious ones. The brick edifice erected at Berkeley Springs for a 
graded school, stands pre-eminent, a lasting monument to perpetuate 
the memory of those through whose instrumentality it was built. 
I visited all the schools but five and would have visited them, but 
high water and bad roads made it impracticable. I found them all, 
with few exceptions, in efficient hands. The pupils attending school 
progressing finely, but it is a deplorable fact, that out of the 2073 
youths enumerated, 517 were not enrolled, or in other words, do not 
attend any school. Out of the 1556 enrolled, the average daily 
attendance is 859.23, a little over half or about 55 per cent. The 
number who do not attend is about 25 per cent, of the whole number 
enumerated. The only remedy for this is by some legislative ac- 
tion. The enemies of the Free Schools use the fact as a strong 
argument against the system, that while they are taxed for the 
support of the schools, so many will not avail themselves of the 
opportunity to send, and this objection will still be used until the 
Legislature endeavors to remedy the evil. The school law should 
make it imperative upon counties to make their levy sufficient (in 
connection with the State school fund) to run their schools five 
months instead of four, and not to leave it optional with school 
districts to say if they shall have a school or not. District Boards 
of Education and the present trustee system should be abolished. 
Boards of Education frequently construe the law to suit their own 
peculiar notions without any deference to the instructions of the 
State Superintendent. In place of District Boards, we should have 
a county board of school commissioners, to -be composed of one 
member elected from each school district, with the County Super- 
intendent as President, they to lay the levy, fix the salaries of 
teachers, and appoint them, then their salaries would be uniform 
over the county according to grade, receive reports of trustees, make 
all reports and attend to the whol^ school business of the county. 
This system works well in States where Free Schools have been lon- 
ger in vogue, and where experience has taught them the better mode 
of conducting school affairs. Trustees, one from each sub-district, 
to be elected at the regular school election, held in May, to serve 
as long as County Superintendent aud commissioners, and pay him 
a salary commensurate with the amount of services rendered, for it 
is useless to try and use any system successfully, without remuner- 
ation. With a county board of commissioners and the one trustee 
for each sub-district, our school affairs would be better and more 
satisfactorily conducted. Make it a stipulation with the trustee, 
no report, no pay. and I assure you the report would be promptly 
made. I think it my duty to call your attention to the settlements 
of the Boards of Education with the sheriff, some of them regardless 
of law, allow him 5 per cent, on all disbursements, including State 
School Fund. One district allows him 7 per cent, on all disburse- 
ments including State School Fund, two of the districts paid com- 
missions for both funds all out of the Building Fund. These 
facts will more fully appear by an examination of my report. These 
irregularities are not admissible, and are calculated to create dis- 
satisfaction among the taxpayers, and to furnish material for a 
stronger objection to the present school system, and calls loudly 
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for a change. I think a county board of school commissionerg 
would obviate these difficulties. The change would be conducive 
to the better working of our school affairs, and the result more sat- 
isfactory to the taxpayers and patrons of the schools. If it works 
well in older States where it has been effectually tried, why should 
it not work well in our own State ? Our school month should con- 
sist of twenty instead of twenty-two days, the number of days being 
even, calculation could be made without involving fractions, there- 
fore less liable to error. The school law so revised as to compel 
counties to make their levy so as to run the schools five instead of 
four months, would give us a uniform term throughout the State 
of five months or one hundred days. Counties or independent dis- 
tricts desiring to run their schools for a longer term could submit 
it to the voters of said counties or independent districts. 

During our county institute held in April, a resolution was passed 
by the teachers praying the Legislature to so revise our list of text- 
books that Barnes' brief History of the United States be substituted 
for Holmes.' I also thought it best adapted to the wants of the 
common school, since then I see Holmes has gotten up one on a 
similar plan. They also passed resolutions praying the Legislature 
to fix the number of days for a school month at twenty, instead of 
twenty-two, and that our county institutes beheld during the winter 
while the schools are in operation. At our last examinations I 
noted a marked improvement in our teachers over the year before, 
which is no doubt attributable to Normal Schools and county insti- 
tutes, but while our institutes have been a success, and instrumental 
in raising the standard of our teachers, I think as our teachers do, 
that the time of holding them should be changed from the summer 
to the winter while the schools are in operation, then the teacher is 
sure of his school, and when the call comes to attend an institute, 
he responds with alacrity, butjf 3^ou compel him to attend one in 
the spring or summer, before he is sure of obtaining a school for the 
next winter term, it is an imposition. The teachers throuojhout our 
State as a general thing are poor and necessarily compelled to fol- 
low some other pursuit during the spring and summer, for their 
support, and when you compel them to lose time, incur an expense 
of traveling, and tavern fare often or fifteen dollars, when they have 
no guarrantee of getting any of it back, is surely imposing upon 
the teacher. Hold our institutes in the winter, and for every day's 
non-attendance deduct the same from their month's pay, and Til 
insure a larger attendance, and more good accomplished. If the 
office of County Superintendent is not a necessary adjunct, lop it 
off, abolish it, but if it is essential, in all justice pay him a sufficient 
salary that he may devote his entire time to the interest of the schools 
and his official duties, and not compel him to teach school or fol- 
low some other occupation to gain a livelihood. It is a difficult 
matter for the County Superintendent of our county to get a school, 
as Boards of Education and Trustees, object to him losing the time, 
or putting a substitute in his place when visiting the schools, as it 
often interferes with the regular routine of the school. 

I was conversing a short time since with a school official from an 
adjoining State, when the question of salaries came up, and I was 
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interrogated as to what salary I received, when I answered one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars and bore all expenses. His reph'^ was some- 
what ironical, "The State of West Virginia certainly must appreciate 
the services of her County Superintendent by the liberal salaries she 
pays." 

Our teachers are poorly paid and next to the Minister, hold the 
most important position in society. The moral and intellectual 
training of our youth are under their charge, the youth who are to 
be the future men to rule and govern the nation, how essentially 
requisite is it then, that these teachers should be men of intellect 
and integrity, for the future fate of our nation depends upon the 
proper training of our youth. The only way to secure such teach- 
ers, is to allow them a liberal compensation for their services. 

School teachers and County Superintendents, though poorly paid, 
have endeavored to do their auty, as the improved intellectual con- 
dition of our county will fully attest. I have been connected with 
the Free Schools of Morgan count}^ for the past eighteen years, and 
have been particularly interested in their success. I have noted 
their rise and progress ; their progress has been rapid, which I have 
watched with pride. In their infancy many obstacles were thrown 
in their way, many objections offered, but when intelligence dawned 
where ignorance had held sway, every obstacle was overthrown, every 
objection silenced and we are making gigantic strides onward. You 
might as well try to chain the lightning, silence the thunder or dam 
the mountain torrent with a straw, as to stop the onward march of 
intellect, that mighty intellect, towering in colossal grandeur above 
every other attribute of man. Who can prescribe its boundary ? 
Who can define its limits? It is that inexplicable inherent prin- 
cipal of man boundless and illimitable. A proper training of that 
intellect has enabled man to ascend the ladder of science until he 
can roam in freedom amid yonder star paved dome, and paint its 
transcendental beauties upon the pages of astronomy. The greater 
the degree of intellectual culture, the nearer we approximate Divin- 
ity itself. When we have learned all here, we must pass over to 
that other school where Christ is Master, and there the last great 
problem of life will be solved. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



James EDyche 1 

John Buchanan 1 

Charles E easier 2 

RM Fisher 1 

Wm H Barker, jr 1 

C 1) Booth 2 

T K Dawson 2 

G W Smith 2 

John W Sherrard 2 

Wm PHottle 2 

L P Noland 1 

CFiPowell 1 

John A Shockey 'A 

Charles L Streite 2 

T B Thompson 1 

Elmer Bowers 2 

Joseph A Mecbem 1 

CW Keseckcr 3 

E N Zeilor 1 

Wm Crossfield „ 2 

12 



JB Alderton 3 

C D Booth 

Noah Potter 

G W Smith 

E E Mercer 

LP Noland 

J W Degraiige 

James h Dyche 

T K Dawsou 

Wm Dawson 

John A Shockey 2 

M K Luttrcll 3 

J W Sherrard 2 

C H Lineweaver 3 

CE Iden 3 

H W Bayer 3 

Charles E Casler 1 

James S Bcehtol 4 years 

Wm U Potter 4 years 

Silas J Hovermale 4 years 



86 FREE SCHOOLS. 

SJKreroer - Mrs Nellie Baker I 

R L Feamon 1 Laura 8 Edmiston ~ 1 

AP Hill 1 Lenora Fox 2 

EE Mercer 1 Ada Fisher „ 2 

J8 Whlsner 3 H L Grove 3 

I) D Feather 1 Mattie Fisher 1 

Wm C Whisner 3 Laura Hazlewood 2 

EOHedding 1 OUie Hazlewood 2 

David A Brady 1 A V B Heironiraas 2 

Lewis Shoclcey 1 Laura S Edmiston 1 

David Buchanan 2 Nannie M Swartz 1 

John K Whitford 1 AV B Helronimas 1 

John W North 1 I^ura flazlewood 2 

John Filler 1 Ollie Hazlewood 2 

James K Lewis 1 Lulie Grove 2 

COBtreby 1 Ada Fisher 1 

CF Powell 1 Mary Whisner 4 years 

McDowell county for 1883--Jas. H. shannon, Sup'L 

I have the honor of transmitting my annual report of the condi- 
tion of common schools in this county for the past year. There 
were thirty-one schools taught, the most of which I visited. The 
teachers are being stirred up to more vigorous efforts in their work. 
They labor under many disadvantages in this county : for the want 
of comfortable school houses, a sufficiency of books, the large and 
thinly inhabited territory, which produces irregular attendance, with 
many other disadvantages. We are poor and the levies laid by the 
boards of education are not sufficient to build good school houses 
notwithstanding they frequently levy to the extent of the law and all 
that we are able to pay. 

I think, under the present surroundings, that education i» 
advancing rapidly. Our institute work for the past year was pleas- 
antly and faithfully performed by Prof. Hugh Dillon, of this county. 
He made a lasting and good impression upon our teachers and pat- 
rons. You will see from this report that the Board of Education of 
Elkhorn district allowed their secretary thirty-five dollars, ten dol- 
lars of which was for balance on secretary's salary for the year 1880. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

Jas P Moore 1 J R Rowe 

Ruben Sparks 1 D D I'avidson 

H L Franklin 1 A G Mitchell 

Geo A Keott 2 L W Gamble 

J F Greer 1 JC Mltehell 

J W Briister 1 Hugh Dillon, Sr 

E F Tolten 1 J T Belcher 

C Daniels 1 M H Wahlron 

Crocket Beavers 1 Mary J Bruster 

II G Bruster 2 Doko Pavne 

Guy Harrison 1 II 8 Auvil 

A W Brusier 2 R C VValdron 

B P Myers 2 Hugh Dillon. Jr 

A RWilliams 1 J F Hilerraan 

L G Stacey 2 Joseph Hall 2 

Adam Payne 2 J M Hamman 1 

Daniel II Payne 2 

McDowell county for 1884— James H. Shannon, SupH, 

I have the honor of submitting my annual report for the school 
year ending June 30, 1884. Our schools arc doing as well as could 
be expected under the present surroundings. You will see from 
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this report that Big Creek District has not expended anything for 
houses, rents or repairs, which I think is all right, unless they could 
do better in the matter than heretofore. Th^re has been money 
enough expended in this county from the building fund to have 
built comfortable school-houses in every sub-district in the county, 
and yet we have not a creditable school-house in our county. The 
trouble is the Board of Education receives in every case houses not 
completed according to contract, and from year to year keep chang- 
ing k)cations and contracting for the building of new ones. How 
this is to be remedied I can't tell. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFCATES 

John C Belcher 2 AR Williams 1 

MastonT Christian 1 J A Fanains: a 

Williani t^ Daniels 1 J W Holbrook 

Hugh Dillon 1 Guy T Harrison 

Jacob H Clar 1 Adam Payne 

J F Greer 1 J F Hilerman 

JM Hamman 1 JasP Moore 

JohnN Mitchell 2 Jas Cyphers 

Columbus Murphy 2 J C Beavers 

G H B Myers 1 W S Myers 

S H AuvU 1 R C VValdron 

Geo W Brown 1 Helen Knittin ^ 

JG Svphers 1 Sallie Lambert 2 

David Davis 1 Harriett E Mitchell 1 

WmKEvins 2 Sarah E Arnold 2 

A G Mitehell 1 Mary J Bruster 2: 

Allen Steel 1 



NICHOLAS COUNTY FOR 1883— Jos. A. Alderson, SupH. 

I have the pleasure of transmitting to you my annual report of 
the condition of the Free Schools of Nicholas county for the year 
ending June 30, 1883. 

The statistical part of this report may contain some errors which 
are unavoidable, as the teachers do not always report correctly to 
the district secretaries. It is, of course, impossible for the County 
Superintendent to correct errors made in teachers' term reports. 

The financial portion is, I think, nearly correct. I experienced 
considerable difficulty in getting one of the secretaries to make 
anything like an intelligent report at all. 

The school system in this county is in a healthful condition. 
One of the greatest drawbacks to Free Schools, with us, is the Ioav 
wages paid teachers. 

I am a staunch advocate of institutes. They are improving our 
teachers very much. 

While I think the present school law has some defects, I would 
advise against changing it every time the Legislature meets. Fre- 
quent changes tend to confuse school officers to the detriment of 
educational interests. 

Allow me, in conclusion, to return thanks for the promptness 
with which you have always responded to any calls from me, and 
to congratulate you upon the great improvement made in school 
blanks. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



A J Horan 

C H VValkup 

M A Grose 

H Wllypes 

C Z C'rookRhanks 

C V Foster 

L C Groves 

J A White 

K<; Bennette 

Cvrns McCluiig 

JT(;rose 

Prudence Fitzwaters. 

J McHamilton 

J H Groves 

C K Hanna 

S H Copenhaver 

J E Grose 

J F V Niel 

I N Cox 

B F Grose 

C H Walker 

E R Andrews 

Hansford Pierson 

GeoKT Ward 

A M Stephenson 

H B imvis 

L M Atwood 

\y S Henderson , 

EP Uhite 

James (' Kamsey 

Alice Thorton 

J L Smith 

A M Ueeuau 



James M Curran 1 

C W McClung 1 

Geo A Groves 1 

J J Powell 1 

J D Carden ; 2 

H H Benette 2 

Wm H Woods 2 

Wm T McClung 2 

L J Crites 2 

B S Cox 2 

Wm Dodrill....^ 2 

Wm G Brown 2 

A J Legg 2 

CH Dunbwr 2 

H W Ashley 2 

C M Stephenson 2 

WH vvheeler 2 

May TlnfTraan 2 

Bedford Dunbar 2 

V S Perkins 2 

John Reynolds 2 

N M Horsey 2 

Mary E Champ ' 2 

M E Groves 2 

James A Templeton 2 

Jeremiah Murphy fl 

S C Cavendish 8 

M M Babfiitt S 

NH McMillion 8 

E B Crew 8 

AJCobb 8 

A C McClung 8 



NICHOLAS COUNTY FOR 1884.— Jos. A. Alderson, SupL 

I herewith send my annual report of the Fsee Schools of Nicholas 
county for the year ending June 30, 1884. I regret to say that it is 
not entirely correct, but it is the best that I can do from the reports 
of the district secretaries. 

The schools were well attended and the scholars advanced satis- 
factorily. The school system is popular in this county. It is doing 
a good work, and is on the advance. 

The school law, I think, could be improved in regard to requiring 
teachers to attend institutes before they can be examined. If the 
law was changed so as to fine a teacher for failure to attend, it 
would relieve the Board of Examiners of considerable embarrass- 
ment. Some of our best teachers some times fail to attend and are 
therefore excluded from teaching when they would pay a moderate 
fine and teach. 

teachers and grades of their certificates. 



8 C Dorsey 1 

C H Dunb.ir 1 

Jas A White 1 

H J Perkins 3 

C V Koster 1 

VS Perkins 1 

C Y Walker 1 

A J lietrj? 2 

<; K Sims 2 

Geo Grose 1 

J F V Niel 1 

A M Keenan 1 

J J Reynolds 2 

J C Ramsey 4 year 



S H Copenhaver 1 

J H Groves I 

EJ Bennett 2 

TO Horan 1 

B F Backus 2 

Jeremiah Murphy 2 

Wm (/fookshanks 2 

Michael Murphy S 

Ed K Andrews 1 

D t^ Kehter 3 

C M Stephenson 1 

A M Stephenson 1 

I S Parkins 2 

Bedford Dunbar 2 
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▲ D Grose 4 year 

CKHanna 4 year 

W 8 Henderson 4 year 

Hansford Picrson 1 

W H Woods 2 

W C Dodrill 1 

EC Bennett 1 

NMDorsey 2 

L M Atwood 1 

O R C'rookshanks 1 

HH Bennett 2 

Edgar Halstead 2 

J LDotson 3 

CH Walkup 1 

I N Cox 4 year 

Geo A Groves 1 

C A McClung 1 

Wm G Brown 1 

Samuel Hypes 1 

H B Davis 1 



GET Ward l 

A C McCuteheon 2 

S P Schindel 1 

J T Grose 1 

W Y Callaghan 1 

W R Bennett 3 

B N Fitzwaters 2 

J D Carder 1 

H H Bennett 2 

Nannie McMillion H 

Louisa Tomlinson 3 

H Bobbitt 2 

Margaret E Groves 1 

Leola J Coites 1 

Prudence Fitzwaters 1 

Mary L McClung 2 

Mary E HufTman 2 

Maggie Calison ; 2 

M F Dotson 1 

BettieCox 2 



OHIO COUNTY FOR 1883— J. C. Maxwell, Supt 

I herewith submit my sixth annual report of the Free Schools of 
Ohio county. 

The record of the schools for the school year ending June 30th 
has . been very satisfactory. Our teachers are improving, and of 
course that means improvement in the schools. 

I would suggest that a provision be incorporated in the school 
law empowering Boards of Education to furnish books to those who 
are not able to purchase. I think the attendance might be mate- 
rially increased. , 

In my financial report there is but one district (Liberty) that 
reports any part of the school funds as apportioned to the colored 
people. Liberty District is the only one in which there is a colored 
school. In the other district in which there are colored children, 
(Triadelphia) they attend the white schools. 

Liberty District built one new house and refurnished several with 
improved seats. Triadelphia District has made arrangements for 
an addition to the Elm Grove school building. That school wuU 
hereafter be a graded school. 

I would suggest as an improvement in relation to Teachers' Insti- 
tutes, that we return to the old law, allowing the teachers for the 
time spent at Institutes and deducting the two days pay from their 
salaries if they fail to attend. I do not think the present system a 
good one. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFCATES. 



LueUa WaHace 

Olive A Stout 

Martha Stump 

J F Gardner 

C D Kyle 

G A Kvle 

Har>* English 

Lou BMuth 

AS BeU 

LauraB Wayt 

Jennie Rodgers 

Jennie Hervey 

Alice B P>,khart 

Jennie Vance 3 

T H Rowles 1 

James A Coe 3 



Jennie M McClerkin 1 

George Buchanan 3 

Sallie Wilson 2 

N B Easton 2 

RA Riggs 2 

Fannie H Myers 3 

Mary H McKeag 3 

Emma Budke 3 

Emma F Bowliu 2 

Ella M Brownlee 1 

Lizzie G Brownlee 1 

Bird Howell 2 

Laura V Pierson 2 

SM Steel 2 

R F Johnson 1 

Rosa B Timmons 2 
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WC Henderson 1 Meda White 1 

J C Frazier 1 Ella Hanhe 8 

AN Thornbiirg 2 Jos Hunt 1 

Thoi Shannon 2 IdaTroiUman 1 

CO Dunlap 1 AdaSGunu 2 

Ollie A Wilson 1 Ida Giles 8 

Ida Biggs 3 Kate Weitzel 8 

Laura A Young 1 Jennie Garrison 

CallieW <;\irlis 1 Maggie M Silvey 

WH Curtis 1 Jessie L Dean 

■George Biggs 3 

OHIO COUNTY FOR 1884— W. C. Wiedman, Suft. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith my first annual report of 
the condition of the free schools in the county of Ohio. The secre- 
taries of the boards of education have promptly complied with the 
law in making the returns of their districts ; consequently, I have 
had very little difficulty in procuring the necessary data from which 
to make the financial and statistical parts of my report. The re- 
ceipts from all sources for the teachers' fund during the year 
was $12,188.76 ; total disbursements for teachers' salaries, $11,041 : 
total credits allowed the sheriff for all purposes from teachers' fund, 
$11,502.11 ; balance in treasury at close of the year, $686.55. Total 
receipts of the building fund from all sources, $6,488.34; total cred- 
its allowed the sheriff at last settlement, $6,271.58; balance in 
treasury at the close of the year, $216.76. Grand total receipts 
from all sources for both funds, $18,677.10; grand total credits al- 
lowed the sheriff in this year's settlement, $17,773.69 ; balance in 
treasury to the credit of both funds, $903.41. In the independent 
districts of Washington and Ritchie the schools were kept in oper- 
ation for nine months, and in the other three districts each had a 
term of seven months. About seventy per cent, of the enumeration 
of the children of school age were in attendance at the free schools, 
and it is believed that the past year has been one of average pros- 
perity and success. Some of our schools are badly in need* of 
improved furniture and apparatus. I believe it should be made the 
duty of the boards of education to furnish each school with the 
necessary apparatus for the successful performance of the teachers' 
work. The most serious drawback to the progress and success of 
our school system continues to be the low salaries paid to teachers. 
I have no doubt that our boards of education think they are doing 
right, but the result is our best teachers are leaving the profession 
and engaging in other employments that pay them double the wages 
they are offered for teaching. The standard of examinations can- 
not, conscienciously, be raised so long as the teachers' salaries are 
kept down ; therefore, there is no incentive to teachers to improve 
thcMnselves in their profession. In my opinion there should be a 
considerable difference between the wages of a No. 1 and a No. 2 
teacher, and that there should be some better plan adopted for grad- 
ing teachers' certificates. It requires very rare abilities to teach 
school well and we find the fewest men or women who are really 
capable of governing and instructing a school of young children as 
it should be done. The art of teaching in theory and practice are 
two widely different things, and while the present manner of grad- 
ing certificates may show the former, it entirely ignores the latter. 
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Fracticahility is required, and such are the peculiar talents of the 
real teacher, that a certificate from an examining board, as at 
present graded, is but poor evidence of his essential qualifications 
to teach. And until some better plan of ascertaining a teacher's 
qualifications is adopted, and the salaries so regulated that the best 
talent may be retained in the profession, our Free Schools will never 
be what they were intended to be, or what they should be in a free 
and enlightened country. In reviewing the workings of the school 
system in our county during the past year, I believe, we have some 
reason for encouragement. Trustees as a general thing are willing 
to employ the best class of teachers. Our boards of education are 
composed of very good men, some of whom are of the opinion that 
teacners' salaries should be raised, but fear to take this step in 
advance, on account of some chronic grumblers. While it is true 
that we have been burdened with heavy taxation, yet if there is any 
one thing for which we should b.e willing to pay, it ought to be for 
the education of our children. As all things born of human genius 
are more or less imperfect, so is our present school law. Several 
-changes, I think, might be made for the better. What is known as 
the **local option" school law ought to be repealed. If this law ever 
was necessary, that necessity certainl}^ does not exist now. In my 
opinion, no intelligent man, raising a family and wishing to find a 
permanent home, will settle in a State where the Free School system 
is not a permanent institution of the State. I think that the length 
of each session of the county institutes should be changed from five 
days to three, and the examination of teachers allowed to he held 
the same week. It is not only a great inconvenience, but it is 
-expensive for teachers to travel, sometimes clear across the county, 
four or five times before they can procure their license to teach. 
The law, requiring twenty-two days to the school-month, should, by 
all means, be changed. If a teacher was to contract to teach for 
twelve months, it would be an utter impossibility for him to fulfill 
his contract within the year, because to teach twelve school-months, 
as the law requires, it would take 368 days ; so I deem it unfair to 
compel teachers to do, for a short time, Avhat they could not do if 
■employed for the year. In conclusion, I return my sincere thanks 
to the teachers and citizens of Ohio county for their hearty co- 
operation with me in the discharge of my duties as county superin- 
tendent ; and may the time be hastened when all will co-operate 
with each other in making our Free Schools the "honor and glory 
of our country." 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

WH Curtis 1 Luella WaUace * i 

Geon^eSBiggs 2 Kellie R Johnson , 2 

C D Kyle 1 Annie ^'rowther 2 

CODunlap 1 Belle Hall 2 

Thomas K Shields 2 Rallie A Wilson 1 

AS Bell 1 Martha Stumpf 2 

J F Gardner 1 Jennie Merwig 1 

Thomas Shannon 2 Rosa BTimmojis 2 

SK Arbuthnot 2 Jennie McClnrkin 1 

J C Frazier 1 KUa M Brownlee 2 

N AThornburg 2 Alice BEekhart 1 

Til Rowles 1 Lizzie M Brownlee 1 
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W C Henderson 1 

J H Reigner 2 

8 M Steele 2 

RA Riggs 1 

Brooks Hedges T 

Laura A Young 1 

Callie W <urti8 1 

Ollie E Wilson 2 

Laura B Wayt I 

Ida S Biggs. 3 

Olive A Stout 1 



Bird Howell « 2 

•lenuie Lidy l 

Jennie M Hervey ~ ^ 2 

Lou B Muth 1 

Jennie 8 Rodgcrs 1 

Mary L hnglish 1 

Meda White 1 

Bird ' urtis. 2 

Rachel Humphrey- 

Isabella Huntsbeiry.. 



PENDLETON COUNTY FOR 1883— John W. Biby, Sup'L 

(No Written Report,) 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Sallie D Jones 1 

R A PharcK 1 

Ktta H Blooman 1 

Lucv A Dice 2 

KateS Heluer 1 

KllaC Maupin 1 

M H Johnson 2 

D 8 Cunnirigbam 1 

Z T Samuels 1 

George W Davis 1 

E V Blakemore .*. 1 

J F Harper 2 

George W Lawrence 1 

.los H Lantz 3 

J M Weese 3 

John (; Smith 2 

JesMi H Simmons 2 

Lee Hammer 1 

G A Hiner 1 

George W Grady / 1 

John M Jones 1 

George W Harrison 3 

A M Cunningham 2 

Reuben Puft'enbarger 3' 

John J Hiner 1 

William Froeder 2 

J M Armstrong 1 

J F Leland 1 

M G McClung 2 

H S Keisler 2 

N W Eckard 1 

Isaac Keister 3 

A V Kiser 2 

Jacob Hnrper 2 

MK Harmon 1 



Albert Day 1 

John A Harmon 1 

Ambrose Lawrence 1 

E A Samuels „ 2 

H Hiner 1 

George M Vint 1 

T M McCluug 2 

M H Ward ^ 3 

P P Nelson 1 

8 W Mullenax 1 

Jacob Sites 1 

W H Whitmire 8 

W N Murphy 3 

George A r^ash 3 

8 P DoUv 2 

T M Jones 1 

I N Ruddle 2 

A P Devericks 3 

J F Hiveley : 2 

II D Hiveley 3 

J PKiser l 

A A Hahn 1 

George M Puffenbarger 3 

George A (Uower 8 

H W Simmons 3 

I D Armentrout 2 

A W Graham 3 

G LKiser 2 

.1 E Williams 3 

H W Arbogast 2 

8 Y Johnston 2 

Johnson Phares 2 

L J Lambert 3 

D E Hoover 8 



PENDLETON COUNTY FOR 1884— John A. Harman, SupH. 

I hereby transmit to you my annual report as County Superin- 
tendent of schools for Pendleton county, for the school year ending 
June 30, 1884 : 

I cannot claim that the report is entirely correct, though I think 
it is approximately so. I think that much of the difficulty in get- 
ting correct reports from the district secretaries results from the fact 
that they do not understand exactly what is called for by some of 
the headings in their reports. During the past year I think there 
has been a commendable progress in the Free School work of our 
county, and a spirit of improvement and advancement seem to in- 
spire the majority of teachers and school officers in the discharge of 
their respective duties. On the part of the teachers, it is due them 
to say that they have exerted themselves, in many instances, to 
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attain to a higher standard of intellectual and moral culture with 
most pleasing and promising results. The good effects of teachers' 
institutes cannot be over-estimated in inspiring teachers with pro- 
fessional pride and inciting them to take a high stand in the work 
of educating the young. 

The opposition to our system of free schools has not been entirely 
dissipated, but there is now no strenuous or decided opposition. But 
perhaps there never will be a time when prejudice and bias may not 
offer some criticism to our schools, but its effect will be so wenk and 
transient as to leave no impression upon the minds of their sup- 
porters. As to the operation of our school law, I have nothing 
further to say than that I would advise against frequent changes 
being made in the school law, as changes tend to create confusion 
among those who are called to look after the interests of our schools 
and discharge the duties of school officers. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J D Armentrout 2 

8 P Dolly 1 

Aldiiie S Dove 3 

M G Mc(;iung 1 

Lee Hammvr * 1 

A M Cuuningham 2 

John A Harmau 1 

Isaac Kelster 2 

B W Miller 2 

John W Biby 1 

Joseph W Biby 2 

W J Nelson 3 

A W Graham 3 

J M Armstrong 1 

E V Blakemorc 1 

H L Keister 1 

L W Lambert 3 

John A Mallow 3 

E H Probst 3 

R Piiffenbarger 2 

J W Johnson 1 

John W Byrd 1 

I E Holton 2 

George A Nash 2 

John C Smith 2 

J H Simmons 2 

George M Vint 1 

8 W Mullenax 1 

Granville Hiner 1 

AVKiser 1 

A A Mossell, (col'd) 3 

J P Riser 1 

N W E<?kard. 1 

J A Hiner 2 

G M Puffenbarger 3 



E D Weese 3 

Wm Froeder l 

Rev. A. A Hahn 1 

TM McClnng 1 

D S Cunningham 1 

AT Lambert 3 

Jacob Harper 2 

Wm F McQiiain 1 

T I Lambert 2 

John A Gibson 2 

P P Nelson 1 

Rev A I)«y 1 

George W Grady 1 

A F Calhoun 1 

II M Calhoun 3 

John 8 Bond 3 

George W Davis 1 

F K Ford 1 

H D Hivelv 3 

A N Kile ^ 3 

George L Kiser 2 

Joseph H Luntz 2 

I N Ruddle 2 

E A Samuels 1 

Jacob Sites 1 

Sallie 1> Jones...., 1 

Mattie V Jones 2 

Berla McClung 1 

Kugeuie Laranhell 3 

Susan L Lougn 2 

Alice Teter 2 

Kate Hiner 1 

Carrie E Hiner 3 

Marthas Ward 3 



PLEASANTS COUNTY FOR 1883— A. W. Gorrell, Supt. 

(No tvritten report) 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Kenna Haddox 1 

M J Smith 1 

Mantle Johnson 1 

Viola Johnson 1 

Emma R McCardell 1 

Lizzie J Dutton 1 

EmmaMagruder 1 

13 



LA Ellis 1 

G G Satterficld l 

M F Smith i 

William S Sarber l 

Rachel W Rvmer 2 

Dora Reynolds 2 

Ara Shingleton 2 
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MaryGonrell - l Fannie P MoKlnney > 2 

AniiacIinlHy I Launi V U'llUon 3 

J VViUlHiii Gorrell 1 Alice Rawsoii 3 

PA bldell 1 W H liaiiiiltoii 2 

W V Tcagarden 1 LP Edgell 2 

George P Deshler 1 Anson 8niiih 2 

N VV »Vell8 1 George W Hill 2 

TE Fleming I Clement Gorrell 2 

ETFleming I J ^* Martin 2 

J W. Galluway 1 William Kitkey 2 

D R Reyn«»ld8 1 ^Milium Wcrncrger 2 

Alvarano Reynolds 1 Okey Tary 2 

Knfu»Kee8ter 1 W A MaltVlt 3 

W A Campbell 1 J M VanKhn 3 

J F Harron 1 Dm Jenkins 3 

LD Ellis 1 James Jenkins 8 

PLEASANTS COUNTY FOR 1884.— E. T. Fleming, Sup'L 

I have the honor to submit the foregoing report of the Free 
Schools of Pleasants for the year ending June 30, 1884. As the 
report shows, we have six districts. Thirty-eight school houses 
employ forty teachers. We employed fifteen (No. 1) male teachers, 
five (No. 1) females, ten (No. 2) males, six (No. 2) females, three 
(No. 6) males, and one (No. 3) female. 

We had taught in Grant district five six months schools ; seven 
in Jefferson and three five months schools in Washington. The 
other districts had four months schools. 

There were fourteen weeks taught last summer in Jefferson. The 
secretary only reported it financially, hence the report is not as 
complete as it would otherwise have been. 

We held three e.Kaminations. Several, as the report shows, were 
re-examined. Three failed. 

The wages paid are so low that we cannot secure the best talent; 
but our schools, though under the supervision of young teachers, 
are improving. 

My opinion is that, if this law required the secretaries to forward 
the reports of the teachers to the County Superintendent his report 
would be more accurate and at the same time save $60 to our 
county. 

There is great difficulty in finding suitable men who will act as 
trustees from the fact that there is no remuneration provided for 
their trouble. 

Our attendance is not what it ought to be, from the fact that the 
first houses were built with reference entirely to populaiion and not 
to territory, consequently a great number of houses will have to be 
sold at a great discount and others built. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

J W Galloway 1 C Weekly 3 

LA Kills. 1 A roibin 8 

TK Fleming I William .lones 3 

O E McKinney 1 TW Hyan 3 

GO Satteriield 1 O W Prvor 3 

LG Rrock 1 WM Kickey 

O.I Terrv 1 W M Jones 

J C Noland 1 L J Dutton I 

MA Rurkman 1 Viola A Johnson 1 

J M Ulloni 1 Knima Mi'lordell 1 

W M Werneuer 1 Dora Reynoidn. 1 

J HReyuoldH 1 Emma McCordell 2 
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G W Sutton 1 

O L Corbiii 2 

G W Hi 1 2 

J O Marlln 2 

M A Ruckman 2 

W L Fleming 2 

J M Ullom 2 

W 8 Sarbcr 2 

W A Campbell 2 

T G Mead 2 

W A Campbell 2 

A < orbin 2 

W H Mead 2 

JEAhlborn 2 

C M Kake 2 

William Jones 2 



Mary Gorrcll 2 

Dora Key no Ids 2 

Alice Rawson 2 

Rarhel Rymer 2 

Maggie Gates 2 

May Kiirkcr 2 

Dora Reynolds 2 

Joseph McM'ordell 2 

Laura Fleming 2 

Laura E. Wilson 2 

Maggie (iates ". 3 

May Barker 3 

Myrtle Gorrell 3 

AnnieJones 3 

Laura ils(m 3 

AnnieJones 



POCAHONTAS COUNTY FOR 1883.— Uriah Bird, S\ij)L 

I hereby send 3'ou my last annual report of the Free Schools of 
this county. I think the report is correct as far as it goes. Two 
teachers left their schools after teaching one or two montlis and did 
not make any reports to the secretaries, consequently my report is 
not as full as* it ought to be. 

I am gratified to report that our schcols are doing better than 
they have ever done before. I cannot close this report without ex- 
pressing my appreciation to the teachers and school ofhcers and 
iriends of education of Pocahontas county, who have uniformily 
extended to me so much kindness and so many courtesies during 
my term of office as County Superintendent of schools. These acts 
will never be forgotten, and to one and all I return my unfeigned 
thanks. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



LLLockridge 1 

Luey ArboKHSt 2 

>: N Warwick 1 

Lizzie Ligon 2 

Bell Nottingham 3 

Jennie Flemiug 1 

M M Anderson 2 

>*agg1e Warwick 3 

Anninta E MeKeever 3 

R A Carpenter 3 

Mary A Williams 3 

A L Nottingham 1 

Wm F Arbogast 1 

Mm H Hull 2 

A 8 GlUipsi..' 2 

Ezra Wooddell 3 

Mm R .'-ntton 2 

Jno M Me tlaughlin 3 

Wm T Curry 2 

Eddie Overholt 1 

C B Grimes 2 



M G Matthews 2 

Geo 1) Oliver 3 

WmBHnnuah 2 

RC Scott 3 

Wm HH Moore 2 

Charles Cook 2 

J H McNeel 2 

N S Hruffey 1 

Thos Bruft'ey 3 

J R Henry.. 2 

Jno S Moore I 

D ROverhoIt 2 

S S Sanborn 1 

H M Lockrldge 2 

Doctor W Hill. 1 

O B Sharp 3 

Uriah Bird 

E N Grant (col'd) 1 

Alex Armstrong (cor d) 3 

Jno W Henderson 2 



POCAHONTAS COUNTY FOR 1884— H. M. Lockridge, Suj?L 

I have the honor of suhmitting to you my annual report, which 
has been delayed until this time on account of secretaries failing to 
report sooner. 

It is as full as my best efforts can make it froti^ the reports fur- 
nished me. Our schools have made a most decided progress 
tinder the management of the present State Superintendent. 
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Allow me for myself and on behalf of the teachers and people of 
this county, to say that it is with the deepest regret that our most 
pleasant business relation must be severed, at least for the next 
term. But sincerely hope your successor will push forward with 
the same energy and perseverance the great work for* our schools, 
which has characterized your efibrts. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFCATES. 



Wm F Arbogast 

A S Gillipsie 

Lee ROverholt 

M G Mnthews 

M G Mathews 

Uriah Bird 

Uriah Bird 

J K Henry.. 

John S Moore 

C B Grimes 

J Woods Price 

Charles Cook 

Wm R Sutton 

Cragan Grimes 

J H Moore 

D ROverholt 

John S .VI<>ore 

8 S Sanburn 

U S Brufly 

J W Suedegiir 

C J Stulling 

E H Moore 

A K Dizard 2 

Wm R Sutton 2 

J M McLaughlin 2 

Charles ('ook 2 

John B While 2 

Wm B Hanna 2 

B F Hamilton 2 

OF Sharp 2 

B F Hamilton 2 

Thos A BruflV 2 

Moflfett Worrisou 2 

J RHevener 2 



John Henderson 2 

EN (irant 1 

JB Grimes 2 

R D Herold 2. 

Charles Hogsett 2 

John M Barrett 3 

J W Gillipsie 3 

J F Hively 3 

EzraWoodall 3 

John B White 3 

John E Barlow 3 

Wm GTownsan a 

C S Jackson 3 

John BSilva a 

JobnE Barlow 3 

Emma Warwick 1 

Laura Lockridge 1 

Maggie Kerr 1 

Maggie ^* arwick 2 

Maggie Warwick 2 

Mary Anderson 2 

Bella Clark 2 

L Sue Beard 2 

AllieJ Arbogast 3 

Belle Nottingham 8 

M B Nottingham 3 

Minnie Beard S 

Rflchael Carpenter 3 

Lillie Freil 3 

Mary Beard 3 

Jennie Clark 3 

Mary E Newcomer 3 

Ella Kerr 3 



PRESTON COUNTY FOR 1883— J. H. Hawthorne, Svpt. 

I have ihe honor to herewith submit to you my second annual 
report as County Superintendent of Schools for Preston county. 

The school matters of my county during the school year 1882-83, 
have maintained an improvement and progress indicative of better 
things for the future. There has been a gradual and permanent 
advance in methods of instruction and the art of teaching, as well 
as a greater interest and enthusiasm in educational work on the 
part of teachers, pupils and parents. In addition to the regular 
four months term of free schools in my county, we had a number of 
private schools, which have done much this year to supplement the 
regular public instruction. Notable among these private schools, 
was a very successful and thorough one, taught at Kingwood by 
Prof. W. H. Shahan. 

I have no doubt but that the instruction in the public schools 
during the past year in this county, was in advance of what it has 
been in the pa^t, and that our youth have received larger benefits 
for the taxes our people pay, than in years past, yet I am constantly 
thinking of ways in which our system of public instruction can cer- 
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tainly be considerably improved. Touching the matter of county 
superintendence — that witn which I have been connected during the 
past two years — I must say, as the result of my experience, that in 
counties as large as mine it does not amount to what countv super- 
intendence should amount to. We have one hundred and fifty-one 
teachers to be visited by the County Superintendent during the 
school term of four montlfis, containing in all eighty-eight days. Of 
these eighty-eight days, three, at least, are holidays, and there are 
some five days at the beginning and five days at the close of the 
school term upon which, for obvious reasons, it would not be proper 
to visit schools. This leaves only seventy-five days upon which to 
visit the one hundred and fifty-one teachers of my county. Then 
taking into consideration the severity of our winters, the character 
of our mountain roads, and the great distance often to be traveled 
from one school house to another in these large counties, it is just 
out of question for the County Superintendent to visit all the schools 
of his county and be able to remain in them long enough to do the 
work contemplated by our school law. Last year I endeavored to 
visit all the schools in my county and virtually succeeded in doing 
so, but at the same time I felt that the short time only Avhich I could 
spend in each school, rendered my work, to a great extent, unsuc- 
cessful. With this last year's experience, I have this year only 
visited so many schools as I could visit to advantage, and devoted 
more time to district institute work and holding educational meet- 
ings throughout the county. 

My experience leads me to make the following suggestion as to a 
way of improving our present system of county superintendence, 
lo-wit : In counties employing seventy-five teachers, or over that 
number, let the Board of Education in each district thereof select a 
competent and suitable teacher holding a No. 1 grade certificate, to 
be known as ^'District Superintendent," and who shall be employed 
during the regular school term in the district at a salary of five dol- 
lars per month more than that fixed for a No. 1 grade certificate in 
the district. That this District Superintendent shall he conductor 
of the district institute and visit the schools of his district from time 
to time during the school term, after the manner now in the main 
required of the County Superintendent. Then require the County 
Superintendent to devote the whole of the regular school term in 
visiting such schools as shall appear most needful of his visits, upon 
reports of the district superintendents, and also in managing the 
district institutes and holding educational meetings throughout his 
county, and other work pertaining to a better general county super- 
vision of schools. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

J R Sinclair 3 J J Jenkins 8 

Duncan MoKa 3 JF Hodeheavcn 3 

DD Feather 3 Jennie Loon 3 

Flori'une Parks 3 Luc-y A Mattingly 2 

.Tos A Keatty 3 Geo H Herring 2 

EUa naw>on 3 Jennie C Graham 2 

W (5 Jones 2 W H Rhahan I 

J C Hooten 3 SlideU Brown 2 

Wm Lough ridge 3 Geo M Kalphsuyder 8 
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Frank Miirdork 3 

L(; Cnrrico 3 

Allie B Snider 2 

,1 T Ilooten 3 

J X Ilooten 2 

GeoGocke 2 

Wm M Emory 2 

Pnllie G Dennison 3 

N J Gibson 3 

Bertie Cobnm 3 

Frank Burley 1 

Newton S Michiiel 2 

MN Snider 2 

H C Worthington 3 

J A Ptnck ~ 3 

AW Snider 2 

W F Shrbyer 3 

McClnre Mason 3 

Koah Loiighridge 3 

M M LuzHder 1 

Win HamiltiHi 3 

John H Pa»e 3 

E P McGinnis 2 

J B Longhridge 3 

E A Sheets 3 

1'honias Lavelle 3 

L B Rldway 2 

A S Tents 2 

F B Friend 3 

Jennie Welch 3 

Wm II Wolf 3 

D W Frazee » 

CN Lee 2 

.1 J Wesling 3 

Parley Deberry - 1 

WBFreeland 1 

Felix Klliott 2 

JeMse Haves , 2 

JiLCoon 2 

Mollie Gtlmore 3 

Mrtttie M(!(iee 1 

Randolph Pmtznian 3 

JD Kichelberger 2 

E J Angnstine 2 

Jeremiah Thomas 1 

M A Kesler 1 

JC Miehael 2 

W R Shaffer 1 

Virginia L IMde 1 

J R Maliingly 3 

C » I Jenkins 3 

JF Manown 2 

W B Hudson 2 

WS Hennen 2 

M Dunn 2 

Thos Rightemire 2 

G W Cox 2 

ES Felton 3 

Wm Elliott 3 

Z Frank Shahan 2 

Roy G stone 2 

A J Klliott 1 

F R Speelman 3 

Libbie Abraham 2 

O B Forman 3 



H D Gorroll 2 

Thomas Loon 3 

WH Gopeman ^ 1 

Annie V Klauser 1 

Ella Guseman 3 

S R Guseman 3 

A W Frederick ^ 1 

Kate Eberl ^ 1 

E K Mercer 1 

JN Deahl 3 

M W Showalter 1 

J N Shahan 3 

E AFrankhousen 8 

G W Cooper 8 

J n Hall 3 

Susan Cassedy ^ 2 

Mary Cassedy 3 

Ben H Elsey 1 

W G WilKcm 1 

Lizzie Shaffer » 

A A Mcnear 2 

ZK Brown 1 

W W Graham 1 

A Mikloore 2 

Geo E Lawton 3 

A F McMillen 1 

Millard Pell 1 

« J Posten 2 

Frank lackson 2 

J E Inskeep 1 

B K Gonley, Jr 3 

Lizzie Braham » 3 

Santford Grnham 3 

Isaac P Martin ^ 8 

J D Showalter 3 

Ikl C Clark 2 

W H Harshberger 1 

N D Adsms 1 

BJ Forlnev 3 

« : C Showalter 1 

Bell- Swearengen 1 

Stephen *»tansberry 3 

W S Bayles 1 

Ella ( oughlin 3 

C G Howell 2 

Julia Bonafield 3 

Godfrey Felty 3 

Chas E Feather 3 

<; K Dodge 3 

Jared A Feather 3 

Irene Harshberger 1 

R ' Collins 3 

D D Feather 3 

J H Feather 2 

J J Kelley 2 

GB Hill « 3 

Thankful Liston 3 

A R Fearer 1 

JG Arnold 3 

MJ Squires 3 

E F Th(nnas 2 

Lutber Howell 3 

CT Vansickle 1 

Hampton Warren 2 

Sallie Dennison 3 



PRESTON COUNTY FOR 1884— A. W. Fredrick, Sup't. 

I hereby transmit my written annual report of the condition of 
the b'ree Schools of Preston county for the year ending June 30th» 
1884. 

I. REQUISITES. 



Competent teachers and earnest co-operation are chief requisites 
of school work. It was our aim to secure the former by careful 
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examinations, and to encouraj^e the latter in every possible way; 
and so far as these two requisites have been combined, and only so 
far, have we succeeded. 

II. WORK DONE. 

I will neither affirm how well we have succeeded, nor how sadly 
we have failed, but will merely report how the work was done. 

SELECT SCHOOLS. 

During the ilrst part of the school year a well attended Normal 
School was taught at Kingwood by Mr. W. H. Shahan ; also at 
Cranberry (Terra Alta) by Mr. A. J. Elliott. And during the latter 
part of the year Select Schools, having in view the education of 
teachers, were taught at Masontown by Messrs. Millard Pell and 
W. A. Hashbarger; at Evansville by Mr. U. W. Showalter; at 
Reedsville by Mr. Martin O'Gorman, and at Terra Alta by Mr. W. H.< 
McDaniels. 

Besides these, schools were taught at Rowlesburg by Mr. A. F. 
McMillen ; by Miss Millie C. Clark at Kingwood ; by Miss Annie V. 
Klauser at Scotch Hill ; by Miss Lucy Mattingly at Austen ; by 
Miss Julia Bonnfield at Tunnelton ; by Mr. W. D. Zinn at Newburg ; 
by Mr. R. C. Collins at Rodamer's ; and at other places the Misses 
Harshbarger, Wilhelm, Jordan and perhaps a lew others — more 
than half of whom did not see proper to report their schools to me. 

Messrs. W. A. Harshbarger, S. Graham, K. E. Burke, John A. 
Dodge and J. M. Longhride have taken a course in penmanship at 
Oberlin, Ohio ; and Messrs. S. J. Posten, J. S. Brown and C. M. 
Dunn, also, have taken a business course at Cobb's Commercial 
College in the same State. Improvement in penmanship should 
result from their instructions. 



INSTITUTES. 

The county institute, commencing September 3d, conducted by 
Prof. DeGraff, reached an enrolment of one hundred and thirty-five 
persons. Afterwards, in order to accommodate some tardy appli- 
cants who did not or could not attend attend at Kingwood, a sort of 
supplementary institute was held at Terra Alta, at which forty-five 
were enrolled. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

Seven examinations (printed questions and written answers) 
were held — four immediately after the county institute, two follow- 
ing the institute at Terra Alta, and one at Kingwood early in Decem- 
ber. Certificates were issued to one hundred and sixty-three appli- 
cants — a surplus of nine more than were employed ; ten received 
two certificates each; ten failed; and four withcirew before com- 
pleting examination. 
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TEACHERS EMPLOYED. 

First grade — males 25, females 10; second' grade — males 49; 
females 14 ; third grade — males 40, females 17. 

SCHOOLS TAUGHT. 

The schools, one hundred and thirty-eight, were all kept in ses- 
sion four months, as required by law. One hundred and fifty-four 
different teachers were employed — two having taught for a time in 
two schools each. None were reported as discharged. Two 
resigned : Mr. A. Elliott at Terra Alta, and Mr. Allen Reckard at 
No. G, Grant District. The former was succeeded by Miss F. I. 
Harshbarger, whose room was taken by Miss Lessie Lakin, and the 
latter by James I. Laub. Mr. T. W. Rightmire taught at No. 23, 
Reno District, without having his contract approved, and at the 
expiration of three months closed his school; alter which Mr. L. 
, B. Ridgway taught two months. 

MONTHS TAUGHT. 

The whole number of months taught were 612, a number of 
assistant teachers having taught less tnan four months each. Enu- 
meration-^both races and sexes, 6674. Enrollment — white, 6658; 
colored, 15. Average attendance — white, 3545; colored, 11. Tru- 
ancy — white, 21 cases ; colored, 2. Tardiness — white, 7008. Sus- 
pensions — white, 18. Corporal punishment— white, 379 ; colored, 
4. Number neither absent nor tardy — white, 593. Average age — 
12i^ years—boys, 12 ; 13. 

BRANCHES OP STUDY. 

Spelling, 4885; first reader, 496; second reader, 589; third 
reader, 730; fourth reader, 865; fifth reader, 1005; sixth reader, 459; 
writing, 3755; geography, 119') ; language lessons, 1399; grammar, 
923; arithmetic— oral 1633, written 2167; U. S. history, 402; gen- 
eral history, 149 ; physiology, 2 ; algebra, 26; drawing, 122; book- 
keeping, 1 ; Latin, 3. 

QUALITY OP WORK. 

The amount of written work is increasing — written reviews, writ- 
ten examinations, written spelling and written exercises generally 
are coming into our school work slowly, it is true, but with satis- 
factory results. Better methods are displacing the old slowly — too 
slowly. (But with the five weeks of institute in 1884 — one week of 
county institute, and four weeks of Normal institute conducted by 
Prof. DeGraff" — we hail the coming of better methods and more 
skillful teaching in the near future.) It is a safe estimate to say 
that, on an average, about half an hour per day was wasted last win- 
ter in oral spelling in each school in the county; and tutoring and 
working for "sums" during and between recitation in branches other 
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than arithmetic have squandered at least a quarter of an hour each 
day. Herein is a loss in our school economy that is not easily cal- 
culated. 

SUPERVISION. 

I made one hundred and thirty-two visits, and arranged to have 
all the schools visited, and they were, with a few exceptions. M. 
Taylor Powell, M. D., member of the Board of Examiners, very 
kindly consented to visit the schools of Reno district. 

Under this head allow me to say that if the school interest of a 
-county are worth looking after they should be attended to like any 
other business, and a superintendent should never be forced to teach 
in order to escjipe starvation. Allow me to state how I might have 
performed my duties, as well as how I attempted to perform them. 
The schools opening at different times I might have spent one hun- 
dred days in visiting them. I might have hired a horse, or both a 
horse and conveyance for $1,50 per day, and paid $1 per day for ex- 
penses. I might have paid $15 per month for board during the seven 
months while not engaged in visiting the schools I might have 
bought $25 worth of books and school journals to aid me in my 
"work. I might have paid $50 for clothing. I might have paid out 
■$50 for expenses of attending institutes, the State Educational Asso- 
ciation and the National Association. I might have spent $20 for 
sundries and still have $25, or two per cent, on the $l*i^50 spent in 
the attempt to get an education ; and money spent for education is 
the capital of the school man, just as much as money spent for goods 
is the capital of the merchant. I might have done all this, but did 
not. It would have required an income of $525. But the business 
presumably, was not considered one of much importance, and in its 
nature was looked upon somewhat as a charity. In the days of the 
pioneer, and the log cabin school house, the teacher was expected 
to ^'board around." Is it possible that superintendents of a system 
of public schools are expected to "board around" upon the hospi- 
talities of the friends of education? 

While visiting the schools last winter I traveled on foot, except 
-one week that I had a horse. The superintendent must depend, in 
^ood part, upon the hospitality of the patrons of the schools, or else 
refrain from visiting the schools — a duty which the law imposes 
upon him. And in this connection I wish to thank the good people 
of Preston county for their generous hospitality, and suggest that 
our legislators be paid just enough to defray all other expenses of 
living except board and lodging, and that they be expected to live 
upon the hospitality of Wheeling or Charleston, while serving their 
constituents in the Legislature. 

SCHOOL HISTORY. 

The following named gentlemen were appointed, and outline in- 
structions given, to collect and write the school history of their 
respective districts : Millard Pell, of Valley ; Dr. W. R. Potter and 
J. S. Brown, of Kingwood ; A. M. Moore, of Lyon; (P. J. Crogan, 
Esq., the town of Newburg); U. W. Showaltcr, of Reno; Dr. Hall 

14 
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and D. M. Wotring, of Union ; Parley DeBerry, of Portland; J. H, 
Feather, of Pleasants, and S. T. Wiley, of Grant. They have col- 
lected more or less of the nnaterial, and it is to be hoped that the 
teachers, in the institute soon to be held, will take some action with 
reference to the form and manner of publication. 

III. SUGGESTIONS — REVISION OF BLANKS. 

*'To prevent profanity among secretaries," says one of our secre- 
taries in his report, '*I would recommend that the blank reports fur- 
nished them be made to correspond a little more accurately with 
the teacher's permanent register." 

To the statistics of the summary monthly report might be added 
such items as communication, instruction, discipline, and teaching 
power, to be reported by trustees in accordance with instructions pr 
rules laid down by the State or County Superintendent. Blank 
forms might be furnished the teacher for combined enumeration and 
enrollment, giving names of parent or patron and the number of 
pupils sent or withheld by each, together with average attendance, 
intended to show who does and who does not regard the right of 
his children to receive a proper education for the duties of life. 

TEACHERS* SALARIES. 

Would it not be advisable to classify the schools as to number of 
pupils, as well as to gnade theteacher's certificate, estimating fixed 
salaries for the respective grades of certificate? and class of schools^ 
and then paying one-half the aggregate of these two salaries, or an 
average compensation? Complaint is made that first grade teachers 
contract for small schools, leaving the lower grade to teach the- 
larger schools. Why not pay a teacher for what he can do and doe9 
do, instead of paying him for what he can but does not dof 

CHARGE OF SCHOOL HOUSE. 

Much wrangling would be avoided if the teachers were paid a 
fixed sum out of the building fund, and required to contract to have 
the house properly cared for — swept, fires built and furniture pro- 
tected while he has charge of the school. 

IV. CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion, I must refer with gratitude to the prompt and val- 
uable assistance received from State Superintendent Butcher, and 
from my esteemed co-laborers on the Board of Examiners, Drs. M. 
S. Bryte and M. T. Powell. I also acknowledge the many kind- 
nesses shown me by the Preston County Journal and W^est Virfflnia 
ArguR : by ex-Superintendent, J. H. Hawthorne, the Hon. J. T. Hoke 
and S. T. Wiley, Esq. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFCATES. 



A J Hare 1 

Felix Elliott 2 

William Klliott 3 

Jdartin P Gorman 1 

Joseph Graham 2 

Geo i;Shaw 2 

ChaH K Bower 2 

K M Ravenfu^raft 3 

J Slidcll Brown 1 

R M McMillen 3 

Geo L Shaffer 3 

J J Jenkins 2 

Millard Pell 1 

<: M Dunn 2 

SJ Posten 2 

T E Loar 2 

UG Hartley 2 

J £ Brown 2 

H M Martin 3 

JasM Strahin 2 

JN Deahl 1 

J Itl Loui^rhridge 1 

S Stansburry 3 

8 n Shaw 2 

W D Zinu ~ 1 

EP M«Ginuis 2 

AM Moore 2 

G L Howell 3 

G B Graham 3 

AJShahan 2 

A P McMlllen 1 

J J WeslinK 2 

\Vm Loughridge 3 

L B Ridgeway 2 

J D Ei«hen)erger 3 

A B Moore : 1 

8 B Ayers 2 

Z F Seahan 1 

I K Matlingly 2 

V W Showalter 1 

F BPieriic 3 

J H ( oniier 3 

Frank Trotter 2 

JU Newcome 2 

Noah Lou'zhrldgc 3 

T W Rightmlre 2 

I R Sinclair 2 

W F Fredrick 2 

JG Arnold 2 

D F Scott 2 

FRPpeelman 2 

E K Thomns 1 

Allen Keckhard 3 

E J Augustine. 2 

L F Myers 2 

ST Wiley 1 

A F Sutton 2 

F P Burke 2 

John H ciippett 2 

E S Bowlin 3 

Geo B Hill 2 

James I Laub 3 

J E Inskeep 1 

A W Snvder 2 

RC Rollins 3 

P BCuppcit 2 

I P Martin 3 

John H Feather 2 

J. I Kelley 2 

DW Frazee 3 

E K Enluw 1 

Josiah Ditmore 3 

GW Bishop 3 

\VH Ringer 3 

W A Wolie 3 

H D Carroll 2 

BF Wolfe 2 

J A Dodge 2 

ZK Brown 1 



T R Faulkner Jt 

CM Armstrong 3 

S W Metibenger 3 

V* BKreeland 1 

Elias Whelsell 3 

J G Mason 3- 

W R hhafter 1 

R C Stone % 

A J hlliott 1 

I, W Beatty 3 

J A Beatty 2 

F M Murdwk 2 

Geo Lawton 3 

W K Schroyer 3 

WJ Scott 2 

D M Wotring 2 

Hampton Werner 2 

K K Burke 3 

W N Tceis 3 

A J Lawton 3 

C F Dodce 3 

SM Adams 3 

B H Klsey 1 

Millie t; riark 1 

Mrs M ?=quires 3 

Alberta Shaffer 1 

Ida Spahr , 3 

Lucy A Mattingly 1 

KUaGuseman 2 

Dora B Arnett , 2 

Florence Zinn 2 

Sallie Simpson 2 

Mattie Mciiec 1 

Julia Bonafield 1 

Josie Fortney 3 

Jennie C Graham 1 

Lizzie Shaffer 2 

Ella Hanlev 2 

Mollie K (Ulmore 2 

Lonella showalter. 3 

Ella (aughliu - 3 

Jennie I.oar 2 

Bridget (iilmore 3 

Thankful Liston 3 

May Foreman , 3 

Ksther Frankhouser. 3 

Mrs Sue y Dodge 3 

Harriett* assedy 3 

Mary • assedy 3 

Florence Parks 3 

Ella uopeman 3 

Susan t'a.*5.«ady 2 

Jennie Welch 3 

Clara Elsey 1 

Bertie Fairfax 3 

Lizzie Brahm % 

Ella Geughegan 2 

Belle Loar 3 

Bertie < obiirn 2 

Lessee Sakln 2 

F Irene llarshbarger 4 yrs 

Annie V Klauser 4 yrs 

Belle Swearengen 4 yrs 

r T Vansickle 4 yrs 

A R Fearer 4 yrs 

W S Baylcs 4 yrs 

Varley DeBerry 4 yrs 

w A Harshbarger 4 yrs 

W W Graham 1 

J D Hooton 2 

M L r>imer 3 

J P Jcfferys..... 3 

J W Gibson 2 

J A Jackson 2 

J E Michael 3 

J O Wot..ing 3 

W N Hurdett 3 

W G Cobnrn 3 

L J Howell 8 
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h Wilson 3 

J A Feather 2 

A J DeBerry 3 



Kate Ebert 1 

&'. innie Jordon 3 



;PUTNAM COUNTY FOR 1883— E. H. Tucker, Sup't. 

I herewith submit my annual report of the condition of the Free 
Schools of Putnam county. I find the schools as a general thing 
in the hands of able and competent teachers. The greatest trouble 
I find is with the Secretaries of the Boards of Education. Thought 
enough is not bestowed upon the qualifications of persons chosen 
to fill this position. It is my candid opinion that they should be 
teachers holding No. 1 certificates instead of farmers, (as they gen- 
erally are) whose minds are occupied with almost everything else 
but the duties of the oflBce; and the consequence is, it is nearly an 
impossibility to obtain a correct report from them. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



8H Lanham 1 

G T Anderson 1 

Louis Barnhart 1 

«W Rumbaugh 2 

C \\ Cottle 3 

J F Burden 2 

EJB Stark 2 

Lucy M ("lark 1 

F Miggiubothara 1 

Addison Wolfe 1 

Clark Craig 1 

Anna Brown 1 

Hattie C Horn 1 

J C c:asto 2 

J S Parkins 2 

J VV Kirk 1 

Belle Button 3 

Jennie Hutlon 2 

May A Taylor 2 

Sarah J Kennedy 3 

J M Killey 1 

Victoria Briscoe 3 

Ellen McChesney 1 

Lizzie Mc(.hesney 2 

L D Heatherly 1 

M V Howler 3 

EC Kinnisson 1 

EM C Pinyear 1 

H K Asbury 2 

S V Hartley 2 

E J Allen 2 

Ira J Uanly 1 

Allen Hanly 1 

D H Thomas 2 

J H Kinnisson I 

Ella Stevens 2 

J P Smith 2 

J il Harmon 3 

J M Henson 2 

W \V Deardorff 3 

C M Farrar 3 

J OBray 1 

J H Mvncs 2 

S W Chapman 1 

HM Sovine 2 

J P McCalister « 3 



II V Dunn 2 

Grace II amm 8 

J H Manly I 

James H Stewart 4 

O F Chapman 2 

Mattie Hope 3 

J M Myne 2 

RP Cunningham 2 

Walter Weatherbee 3 

RM Dufl*. 3 

("olumbus Casto 2 

G H Duff. 2 

LT Steele 1 

Sallie Scott 1 

R W Sovine 2 

F M Sovine 2 

O BMcAboy , 3 

J A Snell 1 

VV T Haslelt » 

Gertie B Blake 1 

J KStaneart 3 

H F Henson 2 

Minnie Bown 1 

J A Richardson 1 

J S Davis 2 

M R Harmon 3 

L B Birch 3 

J G Jones 3 

Fannie Hogg 1 

LA AicGuire 1 

Bettie Harmon 3 

Dora McKay 1 

Fannie Hill 2 

AV M Carpenter 3 

AV A Nicholas 1 

Marv E Tucker 1 

J T Stevens (col'd) 3 

Lydia Kvans 2 

J S Deal 2 

Nettie) Paris (col'd) 3 

Klla McKerr 1 

Louis Bowling 1 

James II Smilli 1 

Edward Deffenbaugh 1 

J B Whiitington 1 



PUTNAM COUNTY FOR 1884— Lewis Barnhart, Svpt. 

In accordance with the provisions of section 56 of the School Law, 
I have the honor of submitting this additional report of the condi- 
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tion of the schools of Putnam county for the year ending June 30, 
1884. An adjournnnent of the June term of our county court until 
late in July, the fact that the sheriff did not settle with the boards 
of education until after such session was held, and the consequent 
failure of the district secretaries to report to me within the usual 
time, I shall submit as the basis of a pardon for my tardiness in 
making this and the accompanying tables of statistics. I am glad 
to be able to state that but little has been done in the past year to 
hinder the harmonious workings of the school system. Our boards 
of education have levied for a fair salary for the teachers ; the at- 
tendance of pupils has been good notwithstanding the severity of 
the winter; the character of the instruction given in our Institutes 
has been such as to contribute to the advancement of the cause of 
education ; our teachers have labored to improve themselves in their 
profession, and the report of the winter's work is satisfactory. 
Almost immediately after my term of office commenced I was called 
upon to review the action of a board of education in discontinuing 
one of the schools of the district. The patrons of the school pre- 
sented a petition as required by section 9 of the School Law, and 
after hearing the evidence in the matter the action was reversed. 
An enrollment of forty-nine, with an average daily attendance of 
twenty-seven y^upils at a subsequent term of school in the sub-district 
referred to, fully convinced me of the correctness of the action. In 
two other instances appeals from the action of the Boards have 
been made to me, but in each case I found, after full investigation 
that the action complained of was not under my control within the 
application of the provisions of the said section 9, of the school law. 

THE DISTRICTS. 

Union District reports nineteen schools ; a levy of 50 cents on the 
$100 valuation : an expenditure of $1,976.88 for school purposes; 
an enrollment of 576 and an average daily attendance of 269. Scott 
District reports thirteen schools ; a levy of 40 cents ; an expenditure 
of $1,916.86: an enrollment of 511, and an average daily attendance 
of 304. Buffalo District: fourteen schools; a levy of 30 cents ; an 
expenditure of $1 ,929.90 : an enrollment of 502, and an average daily 
attendance of 334. Teay's Valley District: nine schools; a levy of 
18 cents; an expenditure of $1,086.12; an enrollment of 371, and an 
attendance of 207. Poca District: fourteen schools; a levy of 20 
cents; an expenditure of $1,986.78; an enrollment of 602, and an 
attendance of 322. Curry District: thirteen schools; a levy of 20 
cents; an expenditure of $1,533.72; an enrollment of 561, and an 
attendance of 291. Winfield : two schools ; a levy of 25 cents ; an 
expenditure of $519.-58 ; an enrollment of 155, and an attendance of 
81. The town uf Buffalo employs four teachers, the enrollment 
being 146— this includes the enrollment in the schools for colored 
children. Winfield employs three teachers for the two schools. In 
the towns of Winfield and Buffalo, provisions have been made for 
the schools for colored children — the proper share of school moneys 
has been set apart for their benefit, and the progress of the pupils in 
their several several branches of study has been satisfactory. Full 
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and complete reports of statistics of the several districts will be 
found in their appropriate tables. 

teachers' institutes. 

In 1881 onr county institute was conducted by Prof \V. J. Kenny, 
of Point Pleasant. Near seventy teachers attended and much 
interest was manifested. Our institutes for the years 1882 and 1883 
were held at a time when many of the teachers were compelled to 
give their attention to their summer crop.s. The character of the 
instruction given was good, and was well received by those in at- 
tendance. Our institute for this year was held, beginning August 
4. Seventy-five teachers were in attendance. The instructors, the 
Hon. M. A. Newell,of Maryland, and Prof. John A. Watson, of our 
own State, are well up in the front rank of educators, and their work 
while here fully sustained the high reputation which preceded them. 
The labors of Superintendent Newell and Professors Kenney, Wade 
and Watson have been of great benefit to our teachers and will re- 
sult in great good in our* schools. Some changes in our Institute 
Jaw are suggested under another head. 

SCHOOL LAW. 

Frequent changes in our school law do not tend to promote its 
bealth V and harmonious operations, yet there are several provisions 
which might be altered in a way that the perfection of the present 
system would be sooner attained. Our present institute law is said 
to be "compulsory." Compulsory? How? I admit that it is 
"compulsory" to the extent that a penalty is prescribed for non- 
Attendance, but not to the extent of securing an attendance. Should 
the teacher fail to attend, the Board must, in the absence of a good 
"excuse," refuse to examine, and the people are without schools. 
The injuries resulting from the " penalty " fall upon the pupils. It 
«eems to me that the penalty should be inflicted upon him who 
commits the offense. Let the school month remain as it is, at 
twenty-two days, with a deduction of two days from each month 
in favor of those who attend institutes, and in my opinion the at- 
tendance will be secured, and the prevalent complaint against the 
length of the school month will cease. The belief that the school 
system should be supported by a general State tax, is gaining 
ground. If the stability of our government and its institutions ; if 
society itself is dependent on universal education, I see no reason 
why our State should grow lopsided in intelligence and virtue. 
Taking this view of the matter it is difficult to, see why one district 
should be allowed six months* school on a levy of twenty cents, 
while an adjoining district must struggle under a levy of fifty cents 
in order to support its schools for four months. I may say here 
that the subject of " National Aid to Education" is now engaging 
the attention of educators throughout the land. The teachers of 
this county passed a resolution, at the recent session of our County 
Institute favoring such aid. All tliat can be said in favor of general 
State taxation applies with or greater force in favor of National aid. 
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Resolutions were passed by our teachers asking the Legislature to 
discontinue the use of the present series of text books on English 
grammar and history. Our text books on the subject of history 
-are not sufficiently brief to be completed by the public in a re<ison- 
able length of time. The study of history is necessarily associated 
with that of geography. The bare mention of the Landing of the 
Pilgrims, the surrender of Cornwallis, the Victory of Jackson, or 
Any important historical incident brings to mind the locality in 
which such incident occurred. Monteiths and McNally's series of 
geographies, while combining the subjects in this way, have the 
merit of being brief, and I believe that their adoption to take the 
place of the books now in use would lead to better results in the 
school room. One thing in the way of the beneficial effects of the 
free school system is the large number of pupils who do not attend 
school. In 18^2 the number of youths of school age in this State 
was 216,598. The average dailv attendance was 96,652, leaving 
119,946 pupils who failed to receive the benefits extended to them 
by the law. The total disbursements for all purposes for the same 
lime was $865,878.41, of which 480,000 was virtually thrown away. 
How to secure a better attendance is a question well-worthy the 
serious attention of school officers, teachers, parents and legislators. 
The provision allowing a per diem to members of the Boards of Edu- 
cation is a good one and should be left to stand. 



GENERAL PROGRESP. 

I have before me the statistical report of the schools of this 
•county for the year 1875, which enables me to give the general pro- 
gress in educational matters in this county. The value of real and 
personal property has increased from $1,823,624 in 1875, to $2,168,- 
^46 in 1883. Instead of 17 frame, 1 brick and 32 log houses, we now 
have 62 frames, 2 brick and 18 log houses. The disbursements 
from the Building Fund have increased from $2,857.63 to $0,442.84. 
The Teachers' Fund from $9,170.23 to $10,940.34, while the average 
rate of levy has decreased fro/n 36.6 to 29.7 cents on the $100. The 
value of land has increased from $1067 to $1630. The value of 
houses from $14,237 to $18,955, and the value of all school property 
from $16,455 to $22,417. The number of vouths of school age has 
increased from 3,18s to 4,416. The enrollment from 1839 to 3378, 
and the average daily attendance from 1,161 to 1,894. The number 
«tudving orthography has increased from 1,560 to 2,431 ; writing 
from* 645 to 1.091 ; reading from 1,213 to 2,062 ; arithmetic from 608 
to 1,462, — a satisfactory showing for teachers and pupils. 

CONCLUSION. 

Our school officers have labored diligently in the discharge of 
their duties. The increased attendance at our Institutes, the num- 
ber of educational journals circulated, and the published reports of 
Shelton College at which several of our teachers have taken instruc- 
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tion, all show a diligent effort on the part of our teachers to increase 
their capacities for doing good work in the school room. Efforts 
for systematic work in the way of grading the schools of the county 
following the plan adopted in Maryland and in some of the coun- 
ties of this State, will be renewed the coming year. The favor of 
the people is evidenced by the unanimity with which our levies are 
voted, and by the increased interest taken in everything having a 
tendency to render the system more effective ; and the people of 
Putnam join the people of our sister counties in the hope that the 
vast expenditure, the earnest labors of parents, teachers and school 
officers, in behalf of the education of our children may be so blessed 
that when the youths of the present day reach maturer years, they 
may be renowned for their intelligence, virtue, happiness and pros- 
perity. Please to accept my thanks for the uniform kindness, 
courtesy and promptness shown me in all my transactions with 
your office. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



8 W Rumbaugh 1 

H V Dunn 1 

G T Anderson 1 

Samuel H Lnnhara 1 

Addison Wolfe 1 

W A Painter 2 

Jas W Kirk 1 

John E Stnneart 2 

Lewis F Hutton 3 

A Y Martin 3 

J C rasto 3 

JH Harmon 3 

R R Sadler 2 

J C C«8to 3 

WA Painter 2 

L A Love 1 

W F Asbury 3 

John A Snell I 

C M Farrar 2 

H F Asbury 1 

Lewis F Hultbn 3 

Milton R Harmon 2 

T D Honaker 1 

Jas 8 Ueale 2 

8W Chapman 1 

FM Sovine 2 

JasM Killey 1 

W F Marlin 2 

J P Smith 2 

J P Mcr'allister 2 

WT Havzlett 3 

J II Mynes 3 

J S Davis 1 

OB McAboy 2 

J M Mvnes I 

F Chapman 1 

RW Soviue 1 

H M Sovine 2 

J G Burdett 3 

J F Burdett 2 

C M Sovine 3 

J R Shank ; 1 

F F Uipginbotham 1 

J C Iligginbotham 2 

8V Hartley 1 

J M Henson 1 

1 C Henson 3 

J H Conltor 1 

W H Chase 1 

A H Hern 2 

R K Met omb 2 

C M Farrar 1 

C M Smith 1 



J C (^asto 2 

A B Reedy 2 

J P Keiser 2 

J II Kinnison i 

A Farnsworth i 

AM Alford O 

John E Staneart 2 

J H Shank i 

V F Henslev 2 

AY Martin 2 

Lulu Downtain '. 2 

Klla Stevens 1 

Alice Parkins l 

Dora Parkins 2 

Maggie Kennedy 2 

Sarali J Kennedy i 

Victoria C Biiscoe 2 

Bettie A Harmon 2 

Lucy M Clark 1 

Belle Hullon 2 

Venie r»impbell l 

Annie G lirown l 

Anna V Brown 1 

Minnie E Brown 1 

Katie Horn l 

Haitie C Horn l 

Lizzie McChesney 1 

Ellen McChensey* 1 

Nettle Merriman 1 

A Farnsworth 2 

Fannie Hogg 2 

Mamie <". Al*»xander l 

Minnie J Miller i 

Martlia A Mynes S 

Ira Jean Hauly 1 

J H Harmon 2 

F M Sovine l 

James H Hauly i 

S H Brooks 3 

W J rochran i 

Eliinh Hutton 2 

W .1 i^hort 3 

II M Sovine I 

W S Reece 2 

Hilli; Tribble I 

H F Martin 2 

W Banks (colored) l 

W D Parsons 3 

C C Knapp l 

A J Loyd 1 

J R Banks (colored") 2 

Merideth Hammack i 
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RALEIGH COUNTY FOR 1883— A. J. Manning, Sup'L 

I herewith submit you my second annual report, which is as com- 
plete as I can possibly make, as there is so many changes in secre- 
taries, and many times very incompetent ones, that it is a great 
difficulty in getting anything like good reports. I shall always 
maintain the idea that secretaries should be chosen by ballot, with 
special provision in the school law as to their qualifications, or 
appointed by the County Superintendent. The majority of the 
schools in our county are in a prosperous condition. The school 
management of Richmond district is much better this school year 
than ever before. In Shady district the schools are the most pros- 
perous of any place in the county. In this district are the best 
school houses and of course the best teachers are employed. Town 
district has the next best houses and the schools are carried on very 
successfully. In Slabfork district two schools suspended on account 
of families being removed from the "survey land." Consequently 
only nine schools were in operation this year. In Trap Hill district 
there are ten sub-districts. These schools have never been so 
successful on account of having such a prejudiced Board of Educa- 
tion. We hope in the future that the schools in this district will be 
more progressive as the old Board was utterly cast aside at the last 
school election. In Clearfork district the schools have been man- 
aged well although the district is some little behind in finances. 

Marshfork district : In this district the schools have not been 
managed as they should have been, some teachers had secured two 
or three schools each. We believe every school house ought to be 
neatly fenced in with plank, and have shade trees and all kinds of 
flowers and shrubbery. The Legislature ought to pay some atten- 
tion to this very important matter. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



TJ Callaway 1 

JeffMcGinnis 1 

Josiah Manleln 3 

J F Jones 1 

Mary H Dunn 1 

J M Claypool 2 

Eliza Bryson 2 

Sarah Bryson 2 

C D Stoves 2 

Maggie Calfee 2 

Slana Roles 2 

Venila Stover 2 

P K McGinnis 2 

JS Acord 2 

NB Hendrix 2 

Jas Hunter 2 

Lewis Hunter 1 

AGGodby i 

Joseph Stover 2 

James F Webb 2 

E J Harper 1 

A J Williams 1 

C P Stover 1 

C^elestia Davis 1 

R E Vandivort 2 

JR Mosely 2 

R "' Tench 1 

WH McGinnis 1 

FE Combs 2 

John R Callaway 1 

15 



O S Riffe 1 

Tom Rogers 2 

John A Cr«ok 2 

John MeVey 1 

('has Dunn 2 

Joslin (Jozart 2 

A V Dunn 2 

James Lilly ." jj 

Wirt Mooney ." 3 

Geo Mankin '. 3 

John Ropers '**" 2 

Abe Lincoln Stover 2 

Leonard Stover '*" 2 

Geo W Smith '.'.'. 2 

Flora Plnmley 2 

Crocket Manlfen '.".'. 2 

Lewis Tyree .."*. 2 

Liana Roies ,'* 2 

ChasReed '.'*.' 2 

W C Hollandsworth ,.". 1 

J H Jones 3 

V S McGinnis .;; 1 

PA Lester •> 

R L Pack ".!! 2 

L A Dunn 1 

J W Johnson 1 

Lizzie Sweeny 2 

J M Meador 1 

AP Farlev 3 

A TT P G Ross 1 
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Geo Bailey 1 C Lilly 1 

Henry Bailey 2 John Lilly 1 

WEFeazeile 1 FF Brammar 2 

Harvey Cooke 1 N A Fink 2 

JMNVilliamg 2 Alice Stover 2 

ACGodby 1 Henrietta Griffith 8 

RALEIGH COUNTY FOR 1884— John Lilly, SupH. 

I have the honor to herewith submit my annual report of the 
Public Schools of Raleigh county for the .school year ending June 
30th, 1884. 

In looking back over the work of the past year I feel highly grati- 
fied with the steady progress of the cause of popular education. So 
far as I have been able to obtain information the past year has, in 
the main, been a satisfactory one. 

Our teachers appear to have caught the spirit of the age ; to be 
getting out of the old grooves, and working more intelligently. 
They are rapidly learning the art of teaching. Teachers' institutes 
and educational journals are becoming popular and doing a good 
work here. In the nine years that I have been a teacher in this 
county I can see a very marked change for the better. 

Our School Boards, too, are trying to keep pace with the times, in 
providing school houses with new and better seats and desks to take 
the place of the old and uncomfortable. We feel the need yet of 
apparatus in our schools to facilitate the work of teaching. I have 
been urging this matter upon our Boards of Education, and think 
the matter will receive attention in the course of time. 

The balances to the credit of the several districts at the close of 
the year are larger than at the close of the previous year. The 
financial condition of the county is satisfactory. The sheriflf and 
his deputies have been prompt in their settlement with the Boards 
and in paying the teachers. 

While I believe the Public Schools of our county are doing a good 
work — better, I hope, each year than the year before ; yet I am very 
sensibly impressed with the fact that they might do more still, if we 
could secure the labor of all our earnest and industrious teachers. 
A number of the best teachers in our county leave the profession of 
teaching after a few years' trial for some calling in which they can 
find constant employment that ofiers a better reward for the outlay 
of talent and energy required. 

In order to remedy this, I think our schools should be run 
entirely by a State fnnd, for it would enable us to pay the teachers 
better wages, cause a uniform salary to be paid throughout the 
State, enable us to run our schools longer, and I am confident it 
would assist us in securing the labor of the live teacher. 

If we retain the best talent in the school room there would be 
no longer an existing doubt but what the efficient management of 
our school officers, the zealous labor of our teachers, the intelligence 
and studiness of our pupils, and the hearty co-operation of our 
patrons would render the Free School system of West Virginia 
eminently successful and make our mountain State compare, in 
point of literature, favorably with any in the Union. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Flora Plumley 

J D Medley 

M L Ellison 

K W Tench 

H W Bailev 

T J McGinnis 

A W Hawley 

W 8 VandevorU 

A C Godby 

T R Scott 

Simeon Lilly 

W E Fezelle 

A J Manniufir 

J H Dunn 

C D Ross 

W P Ross 

T J Calowray 

J A Guauoe 

G G Thompson 

John A Cook 

Havcy Ewart 

O S Riffe 

John F Jones ~ 

C P Stover 

W U McGinnis 

I/ewis C Tyree 

liBonard Stover 2 

A LStover 2 

TD Wilson 2 

W C Fitzpatrick 2 

J H Caaort 2 

Joseph Stover 2 

Edmund Meador 2 

Lewis Hunter 2 

T F Brammer 2 

John M Rogers 2 

J W Johnston 2 

C D Stover... 2 

Elen Scarbrough 2 

Crocket Mankin 2 



Wm Stover 2 

George Mankim 2 

A B Vines 2 

J H Acord „. 2 

AB Ballard 2 

D BSivver 2 

L M Tony 2 

A J Williams 2 

J M Williams I 

Rufus Williams 2 

C W Reed -i 

Allen Williams 3 

James L Lilly 3 

James H Jones 3 

N B Hendrix $ 

Oliver Stover 3 

Thos Williams 3 

S J Bailey ^ 3 

G W Williams 3 

Silas Ivans 

T I Rogers < 1 

J S Poe 1 

R E Vandevort 1 

Sarah Bryson 1 

M R Caffee 2 

H E Griffith 2 

Venila Stover 2 

Alice Stover 2 

t'B Davis 2 

Alice Harper 2 

EvieL Dunn 2 

Mary II Dunn 2 

Eliza Bryson 2 

Lizzie Swiuney 2 

Susan Mankin 2 

Mary King 2 

Alice N King 2 

N s Hale 2 

S L Hale 3 

Sarah Godby S 



RANDOLPH COUNTY FOR 1883— A. S. Bosworth, Sup% 

I visited all the schools during the years 1882 and 1883. I found 
them working in a satisfactory manner and was gratified at the 
progress made in many of them. Owing to almost impassable roads 
(at the season that schools are in progress) it was impossible to give 
them that attention that I should otherwise have done ; but I visited 
many of them on foot, when it was impossible to reach them either 
' on horseback or in vehicle. You will see by this report that there 
is an average attendance as compared with other sections of the 
State, and the people of Randolph are becoming more in favor of 
the present system of public schools every day, as they now begin 
to understand and appreciate the great benefits of its workings. 
Thanking you for the kindness and forbearance extended me in 
in making this tardy report,*l4am, &c. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



George W Cunningham 1 

Martin Madden 1 

F P Madden 1 

Thomas Madden 1 

ER Skidmore 1 

John F Ward 1 

F M Canfleld .: 1 

DB Curtis 1 

P J Triplett 1 



D A Denton 2 

D B Marsteller 2 

Wellington Marsteller 2 

Alice Scott. 2 

AM Wilmoth 2 

C M Marsteller 2 

D E coberly 2 

LC Rice 2 

BBHerron , 2 
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M J Moore 1 HLStalnaker 2 

James B Little 1 PCWebley. 2 

John L Bosworth 1 Nannie C Daniels 2 

ACMcDaniels 1 Anna McLean 2 

A J Valentine 1 Nannie Butcher 2 

BW Taylor 1 Kate Crouch ^ 2 

Teresa Cain , 1 Bessie Hamilton 2 

Nora Moore 1 G B Brown 2 

WLKee 1 Mollie L Thomas 2 

C H Rice 1 French H Kittle 2 

Mollie Hamilton 1 Millard Riggleman 2 

Mary L Suiter 1 ME Robison 2 

Arthur M Bradley 1 GBTeter 3 

Maud Chenoweth 1 Sheffey Taylor 3 

TL Daniels 1 FM Taylor 3 

WP Madden 1 J G Vanscoy 3 

Arnold Wilmolh 2 D B Lang 3 

Lee Marsteller 2 James M Vangilder 3 

RANDOLPH COUNTY FOR 1884— Blain W. Taylor, Sup't. 

I have the honor to submit to you the annual report of the con- 
dition of the Free Schools of Randolph county for the year ending 
June 30, 1884. I regret that my report is incomplete, but owing to 
the failure of three district secretaries to make me any report what- 
ever, I cannot do otherwise. From the reports furnished me, and 
from what I know personally of the districts that did not report, 
they are all in good condition, financially. The past year has been 
one of substantial progress all along the line. The Boards of 
Education are building better houses, and a few are paying better 
wages to teachers. There has been more professional reading done 
by the teachers the past year than was done in any five years here- 
tofore. Still we have a few teachers who oppose teachers' associa- 
tions, institutes, educational journals, &c. Of course they have 
proved "dead-heads" in the work, but their number is small and 
they will soon be forced to "come in" or "go out." I confidently 
predict that in the no distant future, Randolph county will have a 
resident corps of thoroughly professional teachers, second to none 
to be found anywhere, and that the people will be willing to pay 
them what their services are worth — " 'tis a consumation devoutly 
to be wished." We organized a county teachers' association and 
district institutes the past year. The meetings of these associations 
in different parts of the county, together with a column devoted to 
the educational interests of the county which we kept up in the 
Randolph Enterprise, did much to awaken among many of our people 
a greater interest in the cause of education. These were the first 
educational meetings ever held in the county except the institutes 
provided by law. The organizations still exists and I expect still 
greater results the coming year than was attained in the past. When 
I speak of the teachers, I speak of the schools, for "as the teacher 
is, so is the school." In my visits to the schools, everything con- 
sidered, I found the attendance good, and the people more interested 
in the success of the schools than I had expected. In addition to 
the Free Schools of the county, we have two private schools. The 
Randolph Female Seminary, located at Beverly, and the Randolph 
Male Academy, located at Huttonsville. Both creditable institutions, 
and as soon as a few narrow-minded individuals who on the one hand 
believe these to be the only schools in the county, and the only 
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schools the county needs, and on the other hand those who think 
there is no room for these schools, are led to see that by the success 
of these and the Free Schools all the youth of the county will be 
enabled to obtain a common school education, and all who will may 
obtain a higher education on their native soil, at much less cost 
than could be done in any other way, then more harmony will pre- 
vail and more good will result. 

Our institute, conducted by Mr. Thomas H. Dennis, was the most 
practical one we have ever had. Its effects were visible in many 
school rooms of the county. I regret that Mr. Dennis has retired 
from the educational work. 

Our county association prepared and had printed in neat form a 
course of study for the common schools. While "I think much 
good will result from this effort, I fear the greatest good will not be 
accomplished in this direction until the State prepares a uniform 
course of study for all the schools, and pupils are granted diplomas 
upon the completion of the course. I think legislation is needed 
in this direction. There are other amendments that I might sug- 
gest, that I think would make our school law more efficient, but 
tnowing you have a clear conception of our needs, and will make 
all necessary suggestions in your annual report, I shall make no 
further remarks. 

As your term of office will soon expire, allow me in behalf of our 
teachers, friends of education and people generally, to express to 
you their sincere appreciation of your valuable services in building 
up the educational interests of our State to a height never before 
reached, and their deep regrets at parting with you in an official 
capacity. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIPICATES. 



E Blain Wilmoth 

OeoO Clark 

H N Simmons 

Martin Madden 

Francis P Madden 

Thomas Madden 

John P Ward 

John J Ferguson 

Geo n Throop 

Sheffey Taylor 

LB Triplett 

Lee Marstiller 

A J Vallentine 

Wellington Marstiller 2 

DE Coberly 2 

F M Canfield 2 

A C McDaniel 1 

'F H Kittle 2 

W P Jett 3 

J Ed Mason 3 

P C Webley 2 

A S Bosworth 1 

M E Lawson 1 

Arnold Wilmoth 2 

Jas A Bent 2 

H L Stalnaker 2 

Floyd R Stalnaker 3 

A J Douglass 2 

B B Ilerron 2 

L D Humphreys 2 

Geo W Shirk 3 



GB Harman 2 

Jas J Madden* 1 

A M Bradley* 1 

Jas B Little* 1 

FJ Tripett* 1 

Wm P Madden* 1 

D B Curtis* 1 

Martha Lee 2 

Maud Hamilton 1 

Ida L Hamilton 3 

Mollie Hamilton... 1 

Alice Scott 2 

Annie L McLean 2 

Mollie L Thomas 2 

Mary D King 2 

Bridget Nallen 3 

Kate Crouch 2 

Lee A Stalnaker 2 

Delphia B Marstiller 2 

Nannie E Daniels 2 

Anna L Tavlor 2 

Florida M Taylor 2 

EllaM Wilmoth 2 

T A Denton 2 

Alice Harris 2 

A M Wilmoth 2 

Nannie Butcher 2 

Nora Madden 1 

S Anna Mouse 3 

Sara Jett 1 



♦Received four years certificates. 
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RITCHIE COUNTY FOR 1883— H. C. Showalter, Sup't. 

I herewith transmit you my annual report for the school year 
ending June 30th, 1883. Last year we enumerated 4,786 children of 
school age, this year shows an increase of 503 — being enumerated 
in the aggregate 5,289. 

While our school work in this county is not up to the standard we 
desire, it affords us much pleasure to report the fact, that we are all 
the time gaining ground, and public interest is largely on the 
increase. 

There is no stand-still in this great work, and the end of each 
school year must find us either retrograding or advancing. We 
started out in this school year with the institute held last Septem- 
bei; at Harrisville, and conducted by Prof. Anderson of Wheeling. 
The public interest in our common school work was so earnestly 
manifested at this meeting that a very large majority ot the teachers 
seemed to be inspired with new life, and in their respective schools 
during the year they have tried the more to prove to the public their 
high appreciation of such a hearty co-operation in their work. 

We held some thirteen educational meetings in different parts of 
the county during the winter, all of which were well attended and 
participated in by teachers, parents and pupils. You will find by 
reference to the statisical part of this report that the visits made by 
patrons of the schools for this year reaches 2,123, while those of last 
year only 1,103; the number of trustees' visits this year 558, while 
those of last year only 180. This of itself gives strong evidence of 
a growth in interest. 

As a class the teachers have been active, industrious, apparently 
interested in their work, feeling their responsibility and manifesting 
a disposition to do their whole duty. 

THE ATTENDANCE 

Upon the part of pupils in some localities is much below what it 
should be, and I hope that next year the cause (if any) may be 
removed and a full attendance had in every school district through- 
ought the county. I hope we may be able to lay aside all personal 
bias and join hands with the teachers and my successor in office 
and push forward the good work in perfect harmony, realizing that 
our labors are not only for the benefit of a selected few, but for the 
good of the whole people. When we admit that our daily average 
attendance throughout the county is only 1,474 out of an enumera- 
tion of 5,289, the question of *'How shall we secure a better attend- 
ance?" becomes a very important one. I cannot suggest any cer- 
tain remedy for the evil, but to answer the question in short : Let 
every teacher arise to make his work so thorough and his school so 
attractive that none can stay away. A very succesful lady teacher 
of this county told me while visiting her school this winter, that two 
years ago more than one-half the children of school age in that dis- 
trict remained at home, and in two terms that she had taught she 
had enrolled every one of them, and was troubled with but little tar- 
diness, no truancy and but few absentees. 
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I would like to say more of the present condition of our schools, 
their needs, the improvements of the past and the outlook for the 
future ; but time and space forbid. In conclusion, let us as school 
officers, teachers, patrons and pupils, go forward discharging every 
duty in this battle for the education of the masses, realizing fully 
that the safety and prosperity of the State depend on the intelli- 
gence and virtue of its citizens. All that is done for the benefit of 
the school adds strength to the foundations of the State, and tends 
to the preservation of liberty, law and order. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Georges Hoflf 1 

Ellet Woofter. 1 

John S Woofter 1 

E B Hall 3 

E D Clayton 1 

C W Warner 2 

George w Lowther 1 

Albert Heck 2 

JM Ijams 1 

JH Harris 1 

J M Barb 1 

James Kelley 2 

JLCox 2 

F M Davis :. 2 

M P Greene 3 

E BHall 2 

Jacob Cokeley 2 

N E Lough 1 

M L Law 1 

I 8 Hall 1 

C EHaddox 1 

J V Warner 2 

Clark Woofter 1 

Z W Jones 2 

EF Cunningham 2 

J D Corbin 2 

CD Moore 2 

Pierce Leavitt 3 

G M Wigner 2 

C C Brown .-. 2 

J E Cross 1 

J K Wooden ., 1 

C Letoriere 1 

Albert Thrash 2 

J L Keller 1 

8 M Thomas 2 

T A Brown 1 

G W Bern 1 

.1 O Lynch 2 

« ' W Rexroad 1 

R W Rutherford 1 

W R Brown 2 

<f EMcKinlev 2 

E F Randolph 3 

Alva F Randolph 2 

C J Glover 2 

G W Thorp 1 

John Clark 2 

S MHendlee 3 

Wm Rharpiiack 2 

J MMcKinney 1 

D B Cunningham. 2 

W S Luzader 2 



W H Hammond 2 

8 P Crummett 2 

J W Britton 1 

M H Willis 1 

A M Grimm 3 

M F Coyle 1 

Dudley Smith 2 

C W Reger 5 

J M Grim „ 3 

MK Duty 1 

Kate Douglas 2 

Bird Lambert 2 

Callie McGregor 2 

Bessie Corbin 3 

Aggie Harris 2 

Maggie Anderson 1 

Cora Powers 2 

Lillie Heaton 2 

Dora Heaton 1 

Ida Haymoud 3 

Mary James 1 

M J McGinnis 1 

Mattie Warner 1 

S J Hall 2 

Alice Snodgrass 2 

Mary Marsh 2 

Emmma McCallom 1 

Fannie Douglas 2 

Mary Fordham 2 

Adda Trainer 3 

IreneLoudin 2 

Musella Weekley '. 2 

Cordelia Maxwell 2 

Alice Lowther 3 

Minnie D Willis 1 

Sarah Starr 2 

Meta Lambert 2 

Ella Carrall 1 

Lizzie Barnett 3 

Jennie Smith 2 

Fannie Heck 3 

Dora Dunham 3 

Ella Lee 2 

Susana Andei-son 2 

Orrel la Lowther 3 

Laura J Lowther 2 

Lucy Kerchival 2 

Sallie Lowther 1 

Kate McKinley 2 

Jennie Sinnett 1 

Ella Rymer 2 

Emma Horner 3 



RITCHIE COUNTY FOR 1884.— M. K. Dut^, Sup'L 

I respectfully submit this, my first annual report of the condition 
of Free Schools in Ritchie county, for the year ending June 30, 
1884. I visited most of the schools of the county during the last 
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winter term, and found them, with but few exceptions, doing good 
work. Owing to excessive rainy weather, muddy roads, and high 
water, the schools did not increase much in attendance, but there 
was an unusual interest manifested on the part of the pupils and 
teachers. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



C C Brown 1 

JamesKelly 1 

Z vv Jones : 1 

E F Cunningham ." 1 

A J Wilson 1 

E L Merrlfield 2 

Creed Wilson 1 

Lincoln Wilson 2 

Albert Thrash.. 1 

NE Lough 1 

Jacob Cokeley 1 

J V Warner 1 

W D Thomas 3 

S S Stuart 2 

JK Pattison 1 

D D Duty 1 

M P Coyle 2 

A M Grimm 2 

J J Shore 2 

G W Sutton 2 

G W Bent 1 

I F Maxwell 3 

E B HaU 1 

J L Cox 2 

J A Lowther 1 

G S Hoff. 1 

ML Wilson 2 

J L Hayhurst 3 

C WRexroad 1 

J M Grimm 2 

S O Fordyce 1 

8 Howard 1 

LJ Corbly 1 

CW Warner 2 

J W Britton 1 

W RBrown 1 

TA Brown 1 

A M Wade 2 

A F Randolph 2 

JP Springston 2 

J E Hall 3 

B RTwyman X 

E A Bee 3 

J N Kendall 1 

W C Snodgrass 

8 P Hartman 2 

EL Hartman 2 

WS Luzader 2 

E H Prather 2 

M T Coyle 2 

D G Luzader 2 

C R Hartman 2 

C W Reger 3 

A J Hendershot 

D H Lowther 

W L Hoff. 2 

Isaac Barker 2 

TM Ireland 3 

J E Clayton 3 

J L Cox 1 

'V H Hammond 1 

M F Coyle 1 

A.I Hendershot 3 

8 P Hartman 1 

S P Grummet 1 

M M Luzader 1 

E .V Boc 3 

E I) Clttvion 1 



M L Law 1 

WJ Martin 2 

I S Hall 1 

Susie Anderson 2 

Callie McGregor 2 

Bessie Corbin 1 

Marsella Weekly 1 

M F Marsh 1 

Maggie Hughes 3 

Ella C Haymoud 1 

Ida E Haymond 1 

Emma McCollum 2 

E V Horner 3 

Mattie Warner 1 

C E McGinnis 1 

I D Heaton 1 

Lilly Heaton 1 

M J McGinnis 1 

Ella Carrel 1 

Mary Fordham 2 

Emma Fordham 2 

AddieTrainer 3 

Ella Lee 2 

Annie F Clark 

Fannie Douglas 2 

Jennie Sinnett 2 

Cora Powers 1 

Bell Douglas 

Kate Douglas. 1 

Ida Reed 1 

Emma Clay 3 

Maggie Cokely 2 

Arabell Burris 3 

Hattie A Allender 2 

EllaRymer 1 

Mollie Rymer 1 

Aggie Harris 1 

Cordelia Maxwell 2 

Mary Jams .-. 1 

Myrtle Lipscomb 2 

Laura Griffin 1 

Fannie Frederick 3 

Florence Lowther 3 

Laura Lowther 2 

Rozetta Lowther 3 

Mettle Lambert 1 

I B Lambert 1 

Irene Lowden 1 

Sarah Starr 2 

Alice Neil 2 

Maggie Smith 2 

F J Heck 3 

Girtie Lowther 3 

Jennie Sinnett 1 

Mollie Arnold 2 

Emma Clay 1 

Bell Douglas 3 

Maggie Hughes 2 

Ella Lee 2 

Orvilla Lowther 2 

Lucy Kerchival 3 

Mattie Wright 3 

Bell Douglas 3 

Sallie Lowther 2 

John Lininger 4 yrs 

Clark Woofter 4 yrs 

J E Cross 4 yrs 

c E Iladdox 4 yrs 



* * • 
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ROANE COUNTY FOR 1883— H. Gofer, SupH. 

I have the honor of submitting this, my second annual report of 
the schools of Roane county for inspection and correction. My 
delay until this late hour is owing to a failure in part of the secre- 
taries whose reports were late coming to hand. The secretaries 
have tried to perfect their reports this year that we might present 
the condition of the several districts correctly. I have endeavored 
in compiling my report to correct such as I could, and have sought 
for such as I did not possess to get my report correct. You will 
notice some blanks, but think you will find the most important 
items full and correct. Item twenty-five was left out of the teachers' 
permanent register, hence not reported by the secretaries in their 
reports. The past year of school work in Roane has been much 
more successful than any previous in my acquaintance with the 
€Ounty. Many of the teachers taught two terms, and each seemed 
to be trying to make his work profitable to the patrons as well as 
self. Hence but little trouble, comparatively, and as a result the 
Boards have generally increased the teachers' wages. I believe we 
would have better wages if teachers would do better work, and I am 
proud to say that the teachers of this county are trying their hands 
in that direction. Out of 4,649 pupils enumerated last season, we 
had enrolled during the past term 3,694 with an average attendance 
of 2,328. The absence from enrollment may be attributed to two 
causes. 1st. Distances from the school room. In certain districts 
of the county the rooms are not located correctly, which trouble will 
l^e removed when new buildings are erected. 2d. The want of a 
•compulsory system of education. 

Parents have no interest in their children, and no provisions are 
made for them, so I think the State should take it into hand. We 
will never have the kind of society we should have until all are 
educated, and all will never be educated until compelled to attend 
school. So provisions should be made for the indigent by the State 
and county, and bring all up together. 

Eight new buildings have gone up in the past year, and many 
more under contract, so soon every district will have a nice frame 
building. Some parts of the county are now being redistricted, 
which will, when completed, furnish those desiring to attend school 
with a more convenient room. Many of the teachers have been 
attending school during the summer, so we may reasonably expect 
better work this winter than last. Most of the teachers are readers 
of some good school journal. We introduced the graded system in 
the county, and it was working nicely during the past year, and we 
hope it will be improved and perfected hereafter. I would suggest 
that the law be changed with reference to the secretaries and pay 
them according to the number of districts they have to write for. 
And also that one year's notice be given the teachers that algebra 
and physiology maybe added to the branches on examination. 

I now wish to return my thanks for your kindness and forbear- 
ance shown to and- exercised with me during my terms of office. 
Also for the promptness with which business has been attended to 
and dispatched from your office. I feel that under your very 

16 
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efficient management the school work of the State has made great 
progress, and if this course should he followed, will certainly soon 
place our mountain State on equal footing with our sister States. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



V E Riddle - 2 

Minnie Thomaston 3 

H Cofer ^ 1 

JC Bartlett 3 

Elis Ed^ell ^ 1 

C E Hedge 2 

r w Uwellen 2 

M F Lewellen 1 

G LMorford 2 

R L McKinley 2 

L P Row 1 

J R Smith 2 

L DStarkey 1 

W L Starkey 1 

CF West 3 

AK West 1 

E Corder 1 

IH Lynch 1 

Lizzie Flesher 1 

Laura Hughes 2 

ES Smith 3 

N LStalnaker 3 

S C Stewart 3 

W H Barr 2 

W H Bishop ... 2 

SC Boggess 1 

N L Leadsome 2 

M W Morrison 1 

BH Seaman 2 

WmStutler 1 

*Dena Lyon 2 

Martha J Neal 2 

Belle Springston 1 

Charles L Hunt 1 

I M Robinson 2 

W W Hammic 3 

J F House 2 

Lewis Peters 1 

Wm E Ryan 1 

C W Fleshman 1 

JE Hunt 1 



P C Harper ^ 8 

H CTavlor 2 

BP Ireland 2 

Jas J Taylor 2 

•Leetra Engle 2 

C E Springstou ^ 2 

Ava Taylor 2 

Rosa Burgess 3 

Maude Taylor 1 

J L Springston .*.. 3 

MAO Hopkins 1 

Josiah Hughes 1 

J K Fields 1 

J W Looney 1 

Aristole Smith 3 

L C Ross 2 

Jennie Gallahue 3 

C W Lewellen (Bof E) 1 

C A Dawson 2 

E C SUtts 2 

W L Atkins 2 

J <; Whited 1 

ES Ban 2 

D W Hunt 2 

J E Hunt 1 

JE Taylor 2 

WE Ryan 1 

J W Showman 2 

I F Conley 1 

MD Bishop 1 

A CKile 1 

D a Boggs 3 

J H Hunt 1 

M D Ryan 2 

Lizzie Springston 1 

Sallie Springston 2 

J L Arnold 1 

N B Hoff. 1 

J E Hughes 2 

F J McCulty S 

H A Smith 1 



ROANE COUNTY FOR 1884.— Edward Corder, SupH. 

The report herewith submitted is in the main correct. 

Owing to the mixed status of financial affairs, caused by the res- 
ignation of A. Cain, late sheriff, and pending events, many of our 
districts are unable to report a complete settlement. 

In one or two districts secretaries have been changed too often to 
show the exact standing, to remedy which I have procured what 
information I thought necessary to make this at least a reliable 
report, from the report of the commissioners to the court and the 
records of same. 

It may be found that in Spencer district there is due from Cain to 
the school fund $177.45 and from the building fund to Cain $34.79. 
These amounts are embodied in this report as credits and debits. 

Some of the districts have brought suit and obtained judgments 
against the late sheriff and his sureties. 

The year has been blessed with a universal mania for building 
new houses. As a result, the building fund has been strained to its 
utmost, and in a few instances overreached. 
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Liberal wages were paid teachers and better schools was the result. 
Wherever the teacher engaged himself success crowned his efforts, 
and the usual embarrassments are fast fading away. 

Co-operation in its highest and holiest sense has been with 
us, as may be seen from the number of visits made by parents and 
guardians. 

The reading table, decoration, banner system, graduating system 
and many useful suggestions from our worthy institute instructor/ 
Prof. A. L. Wade, were introduced. Some of them are working 
admirably. 

The closing of the year's labor was spent at an enjoyable picnic 
given for the benefit of the schools. The Spencer Band discoursed 
music, and several interesting educational addresses were made. 

I am more and more in favor of a compulsory system of educa- 
tion. Of the 4,662 youths enumerated in our county but about 40 
per cent, are in actual attendance, an increase of about three per 
cent, over that of last year. What must be done? "Shall the chil- 
dren famish for bread while the land is teeming with productions .''^ 

A careful glance at the accompanying report shows that there is a 
better attendance of "boys" than "girls" between the ages of 16 and 
21. Whose fault is this? Manifestly the parents who pamper the 
young miss into a belief that matrimony is more essential to woman's 
prosperity than education. 

Great educators uniformly hold to the belief that co-education 
is essential to moral training. We believe that women should 
be educated as well as men, and that co-education should find its 
way into every first-class school, the State University not excepted. 

There should be more uniformity in the make up and matters to 
be reported in the teachers', secretaries' and superintendents' reports. 
Many first-class items are reported by teachers that reach no further 
than the board to lie there dormant. 

If the law was so amended as to require 20 days for a school 
month instead of 22, and give room in the blanks for the "whys" 
and "wherefores" of non-attendance, supplying each district with 
a committee of "consolation" or "reconciliation" the action would 
be prolific of good. 

Four months is too short a term and fifty cents on the $100 too 
close an extent for levy, as forty cents on the $100 is for building 
purposes. 

Twenty-five dollars will not hire a good secretary nor eighteen 
dollars a good board. Men cannot work for the love of country and 
pay taxes to support the same. 

I am sometimes inclined to think that the good old way of having 
applicants to "say out" what they know is the better. To do this, 
let the superintendent have two assistants and note down the grade 
of each teacher. 

We believe that Barnes' Brief History of the United States is a 
better text-book for common schools than Holmes' History of the 
United States.. 

That physiology, elementary algebra, natural philosophy and 
some additional branches would be conducive to more interest. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



L U Starkey 4 yrs 

€ W Lewellen 4 yrs 

W L Starkey 4 yrs 

M F Lewellen 4 yrs 

N B Hoff. 4 yrs 

MAC Hopkins 4 yrs 

Josiah Hughes 4 yrs 

J L Arnold 4 yrs 

"W K Ryan 4 yrs 

John H Hunt 4 yra 

John E Hunt 4 yrs 

L S Peten 4 yrs 

Wm stutler 4 yrs 

J C Whited 4 yrs 

R P Cunningham 

A K West 

BP Ireland 

Sherman Sparks i. 

LP Ross 

O L Morford 

C K Hedges 

H VV Barr 

G W Straley 

W H Bishop 

OL Hall 

R L McKinley 

J W Hylbert 

J F Shreve 

S EBoggess 

M D Bishop 

John M Robinson 

O C Kile 

J K Fields 

J H Lynch 

H C Taylor 

M W Ryan 

H E Bissell 

BNCook 

J J Taylor 

O M Chambers 

A B Thorm 

John R Smith 

F F Daniel 

J M Lookhart 

E H Ruble 

J H Lee 

John C Bartlett 2 

J W Louman 2 

Johnson Bartlett 2 

J L Springston 2 

E C Staats 2 

E S Ball 2 



J C Flesher 2 

C A Dawson 2 

D B Lattimer 2 

C A McGoughy 2 

Sj Carder 2 

J W Lewellen v- 2 

James C Bartlett 2 

J C Shock 3 

J E Taylor 3 

F McCulty 3 

C F West 8 

C RBall 3 

L B Greathouse 3 

PT Radabaugh 3 

A J L Curtis 3 

P C Harper ; 3 

F R Gibson 3 

W B Carper 3 

J L Ryan 3 

J W Bibbee 

HKincaid 

Lizzie Flesher 

Belle Spingston 

Clara Spingston 

Lizzie Spingston 

Maud Taylor 

Sallie Starkey 2 

Nannie Hughes 2 

Katie Stewart 2 

Delia Lyon 1 

Ella F Paine 2 

V C Shreve 2 

Nannie Stalnaker 2 

Sarah E Keiffer 2 

Pruda Lynn 8 

Sallie Greathouse 3 

Rosa Burgess 3 

Emma Lesson 3 

Minerva Stewart 3 

Jennie Gallihue 3 

America Radabaugh 3 

Nora Lyon 8 

Irena Anderson 3 

Mollie Keiffer 3 

Ava Taylor 3 

Clara Walker 3 

Mattie Riddle 3 

Lydia Tavener 3 

Jennie Riddle 

Lucy Ryan 

Zana McWilliams 

Zana McWilliams 



SUMMERS COUNTY FOR 1883— James H. Miller, SupH. 



I herewith transmit my second annual report. The financial part 
is lar from correct, as two of the districts (Pipestem and Forest 
Hill) have failed to have a final settlement with the sheriff, although 
repeated attempts were made to do so. In Talcott district Secretary 
Manning had the misfortune to have his store-house burned, by 
which the records were destroyed. 

I am satisfied a favorable improvement has been made in our 
schools since my last report. We had a well-conducted institute 
by Mr Dennis, which was well attended. 

The Normal school at Concord is doing a good work for our 
county, as a majority of our best teachers prepare themselves there. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFCATES. 



Malinda Lilly 1 

Maggie Watterson 1 

Lucind Lilly 2 

Nannie JordaD 1 

MM Jordan 2 

J B Charlton 3 

Bettie M B Lively 1 

Dolores Burke 1 

M Lee Linkenhoker 3 

8 VDunn 2 

JF Lilly 1 

W Marshall Jones 1 

D G Lilly 2 

Jas E Still 2 

8 N Dean 1 

Jonathan L Barker 1 

JasL Barker 2 

VV Austin 1 

Oscar Rolls 1 

T C Lowry 2 

C P Phillips 1 

JasB Beasley 2 

T G C Grimmett 1 

J B F Grimmett l 

PM Grimmett 1 

E B Lilly : 1 

WH Davis 1 

J J Meador 2 

J F Lilly '. 2 

Wm H Lilly 3 

JTArmstoad (colored) 1 

C WHeatwal 1 

Thos Smith 1 

A W Cooper 2 

TM Cooper 2 

N C Hopkins (colored) 3 

JC Shumate 1 

L P Graham 1 

WF Buckland 2 

CA Clark 1 

G B Vines 1 

G W Wiseman 2 

Thomas Trinkle 2 

C W Withrow 2 

W J Kirk 1 

■^Members Board of Education. 



A B Vines $ 

J M Bashem 2 

H A Withrow 3 

RW Clark 1 

J J Foster 1 

LS Huffman 1 

Wm Houchins, jr 1 

C M Ball 2 

A CFarly 1 

J H Harvey 1 

J H Maddy 1 

W Frank Lively 1 

A PFarly 1 

G W Lilly 1 

JohnC Ball 1 

JH Allen 2 

J C Meadows 2 

F S Ayres 2 

J C Meador 1 

GD Haynes 1 

S H Hartwell 2 

A E Miller ] 

SP Lively 2 

Bettie Withrow 1 

Emma Dunbar 1 

G W Lowe 1 

GW Leftwich 1 

G M Johnston 1 

T J Catton 1 

H F Kesler 1 

HM Lively 2 

D HoUandsworth 3 

CW Brooks 1 

C D Fostner (colored) 2 

Julia Gore (colored) 3 

W M Gwinn 1 

James McKorkle ;.... 1 

Mary Manser l 

EmmaB Wikle 1 

Mary Barbor 1 

JC Bailey (colored) 2 

*W A Lowe 1 

«GP Scott 1 

W B Wyant 2 



SUMMERS COUNTY FOR 1884— M. F. Kesler, Supt 

I am unable to make a complete financial report, for the reason 
that there has been no settlement between the sheriff and several of 
our boards. The districts of Green Sulphur, Talcott and Jumping 
Branch have settled, and their standing with the sheriff is given in 
this report. Pipestem, Forest Hill and Greenbrier have not settled 
and their standing is therefore not given. 

Our schools did very well last winter considering the disadvant- 
ages attending them. We had an unusually severe winter and a 
considerable amount of sickness in our county, consequently the 
attendance at school was not as good as it would have been under 
more favorable circumstances. Owing to low wages we had hard 
work to get teachers enough to fill the schools ; in fact, we were 
compelled to take up some teachers who were very incompetent, and 
then did not get all the schools supplied until late in the winter. 
We have some good teachers in our county, but it is utterly impos- 
sible to get a sufficient number of competent persons to engage in 
teaching without more funds. Our boards, in most cases, levy to 
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the full extent of the law, but their funds are barely sufficient (and 
floinetimes not sufficient) to run the schools four months by paying 
the lowest rates for teachers. I am glad to note that the prospects 
for the future are brightening, as our county is increasing m wealth 
and the old prejudice against free schools, which has ever been a 
great hindrance to their progress, is gradually dying out and the 
system becoming more popular. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Oeorge W Lilly 1 

WW Wllbrow 1 

AC Farley 1 

J CShumaie 1 

T G C Grimmett 1 

J B F Grimmett 1 

J H Maddy 1 

John C Ball 1 

J DHajucs 1 

J M Anderson 2 

J U Allen 2 

J W Harvey 1 

J LBarker 1 

W G Wyant 1 

T J Trinkle (col'd) 3 

<} L Lilly 2 

N Bacon 1 

R L Vass 2 

A J Withrow 3 

F S Ayors 1 

O W Gwlnn 1 

8 11 Hartwell 1 

EB Lilly 1 

i; M Ball 1 

F K Caldwell 1 

C I) Former (col'd) 2 

V V Austin 1 

R J McCommack 1 

J E Hutchison 1 

FL Akera 2 

Henry Lively 2 

W M Houchins 1 

M M Dequasie 2 

F H Brown (col'd) 8 

<J M John&on 1 

H P Justice 1 

W A Lowe 1 

T J « olton 1 

RW Clark 1 

L8 Huffman 1 

LA Dunn 1 

J A Mccorkle 1 

MAW Young 2 



H BMann 1 

Q W Wiseman 2 

G W Kesler I 

RWLeftwich 2 

W E Bragg 8 

J B Kirk 2 

W H Ellison 3 

CTKiriner 

E E Phipps 

J G Mcador 

Robert McCommack 

R H Stewart 

J H French 

J LBarker 

RufuR D Alderfeon 

Jonathan F Lilly 

L P Graham 

W J Kirk 

G W Lowe 

G W Leftwich 

G P Scott „ 

M R Manser 

EB Roberts 

Julia Smithers (col'd) 

LCBaird 

Mrs L C Lilly 

S M Ewart 

Mrs M W Grimmett 

Sarah E Ellison 

DamarisKeiffer (col'd) 

Nannie Hopkins (col'd) 

Sue Riffe 

N F Jordan 

8 E Holroyd 

MH Barber 

Bettie B Johnson 

S A Dunn 

N J McCreery 

Minnie V Pence 

Tillie A Hughes 

M J Evrart 

Dolores Burke 



TAYLOR COUNTY FOR 1883— P. H. O'Brien, SupH. 

(No Written Report.) 
teachers and grades OF their certificates. 



A J Hare 1 

Emma Best 2 

LummieSinsel 1 

AnnaB Sawtelle 1 

G M Steele 8 

Amanda Abbott 2 

Benj Bailey 1 

Ella Phniips 1 

Augusta Barnes 2 

M.T Bartlett 1 

M B Hale 2 

I J Thomas. 8 

J* 



J MtBurgess 1 

H CSwann (colored) 3 

Terrissa Howell 2 

Laura Barnett 8 

Alcinda Cochran 2 

Ida Bailey S 

W W Tapp I 

F J Wilson 1 

W J Walter 2 

H F Fleming 2 

Pascal Poe 8 

James Demosi > 8 
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J WSmith 1 

» W Thomas 3 

LMLa Follette 1 

N W Burdctte 2 

HN Ogden 1 

W E Jolliff 1 

Jennie M Fleming 1 

Mrs M J Hertzog 5 

Amanda Bailey 2 

J P Scott 1 

M C Gorman 1 

Oracie Whitescarver 1 

Florence Jaco 1 

Carrie Haslup 1 

fi B Ayer ^ 1 

L W BurchinaL 1 

8 WPoe 1 

KW Morrow 1 

T G Yates 3 

G W Foe 1 

Louiza Foe 2 

MP Thomas 1 

Isaac Current 1 

J I Nixon a 

J D Frumm 2 

A L Williamson 2 

D E Thomas 2 

L Sawtelle 2 

Alice Ahlenfeld 2 

Mary Best 2 

Ella Phillips 1 

Agnes Black 1 

1, W Burchiiial 1 

Robert Ramsey (colored) 6 

M F Cather 1 

G W Martin 1 

LM Hott: 2 

Nola A Core 2 

W H Hart 1 

Augusta Foe 2 



WN Husted 8 

B N Mathew 2 

Kate M Kincaid 2 

Walker Bailey^ l 

W E Demoss 2 

S W Poe 1 

Mary Hoult 2 

Lum SiuseL 1 

M F Thomas ^ I 

Eva Kemble 2 

I A Hertzog 3 

A K Martin 2 

Battle Blue 2 

Mary « Gorman i 

Grace Whitescarver i 

M M Love 1 

Emma Best i 

Amanda Abbott l 

Blanche Sinclair a 

G E Williamson 2 

OO Morrow 2 

R A Morrow 1 

H G Patton l 

R N Henderson 2 

SDShowalier 2 

D F:Thomas 2 

Israel Phillips (colored) 3 

Isaac Current 2 

JSCornwell 2 

J R Nixon 3 

8 BAyer 1 

H I) Martin 2 

N W Newbrow 3 

Geo Powell 2 

C Ford 2 

Jas Cochran 2 

F J Burdett i 

H S McDonald i 

G W Foe 1 

Lewis Kltsmillor i 



TAYLOR COUNTY FOR 1884— Lewis Kitzmiller, Sup'L 

I hereby transmit to you my annual report as county superin- 
tendent of free schools for Taylor county for the school year ending 
Sune ^0, 1884. 

There are fifty-three white and four colored schools in this county, 
employing sixty-nine white and three colored teachers. 

I visited all of the schools in the county, but the colored school 
in Pruntytown and one school in Flemington district. I found the 
teachers doing good work and their schools well attended, consider- 
ing the fact that there was a great deal of sickness — such as measles, 
scarlet fever and diphtheria — in the county during the winter. This 
will account, in part, for the low average daily attendance in most 
of the districts. There appears to be a general lack of interest on 
the part of poor parents in the free schools. This is proven by the 
fact that the majority of the 1,225 children of school age in this 
county, who were not in school last winter, are the children of poor 
parents. If the cause of this non-attendance is the inability on the 
part of their parents to provide the necessary clothing and books 
for them, I think the State should make some provision whereby 
this hinderance may be removed, and if indifference is the cause I 
see no remedy other than a *' Compulsory school law." This matter 
is of the most vital importance to the people of West Virginia, be- 
cause upon its adjustment by the authorities of the State depends 
the future welfare of the. State. This should be looked after as soon 
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as possible, to the end that the money that is being expended 
throughout the State for the education of the masses may not fall 
short of its mission. The majority of the teachers in this county 
are young and some of them inexperienced, as shown by the fact 
that fifteen, or over one-fifth, of the teachers employed in the county 
last year had never taught before. This is the direct result of low 
wages. The most successful of our teachers go to other counties, 
where they receive better wages, or leave the profession entirely and 
engage in something that is more remunerative. Thus we are com- 
pelled to employ a great many inexperienced teachers every year. 

We had the most interesting and instructive institute ever held in 
this county. Heretofore our instructors have all been very good 
men for the position, it is true ; but, with one or two exceptions, they 
did not appear to appreciate the position of the common school 
teacher as Prof. Watson did, and, while their instructions were good 
and their methods practical in graded and high schools, they were 
entirely beyond the reach of the common school teacher, so far as 
practice is concerned. Prof. Watson appears to be able to get down 
on the plane occupied by the teachers of ungraded schools, and 
adapt his instructions to their needs. 

Prof. Watson, as an institute instructor, is the right man in the 
right place. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



PH O'Brien 4 yrs 

W H McDaniel 4 yn 

Minor Nuzum 

J L Lake..., 

W H Hart 

S H Hull 

W W Tapp ^ 

A E N ^leanes 

J F Burdette 

W E Demoss 

H (i Patton 

James Cochran 

J M Burgess 

RF Rightmire 

L M LaFallette 

H S McDonald 

J G St Clair 

J P Jefferys 

J F Wilson 

Stephen Stiles 

CH Rector 

J W Smith 

W H Gorman 

S M Musgrave 

J T Demoss 

T F Goode 2 

J A Hertzog 2 

Isaac C Knotts 2 

J B Dunham 2 

J A Russell 2 

J E Freeman 2 

James Goode 2 

Walker Bailey 2 

M B Hale 2 

John 8 Honesty (col'd) 2 

C H Poe 3 

Minor Nuzum 

James Cochran 

J GDadisman 

Isaav*. Current 

8 B Ayer 

H G Patton 



J R Nixon 2 

J A Russell 2 

W E Demoss 2 

A L Williamson 2 

Wm Hustead 2 

DJ Currey 2 

John S Honesty (col'd) 2 

T F Goode .S 

J E Newcum .S 

TG Yates 3 

I C Knotts 3 

Mollie J Hoult 1 

Lida Sawteile 1 

Mrs I) A Morris : 1 

Blanche? Sinclair 1 

Elsie Lippincott 1 

Anna Jarvis l 

Ida Swindler 1 

Emma Betts 1 

Achsah Coplin .• 

Lulu M Hoflf. 1 

Kate MKincaid 1 

Jennie M Fleming 1 

Mary M Burns 1 

Lillie Shroyer 2 

Mary Black 2 

Laura Barnette 2 

Jessie M Kuh 2 

Sarah E Honesty (col'd) 3 

Jane Amis (col'd) 3 

Ada Sinsel 1 

IdaSwindler 1 

Blanche PSinclair 1 

Kate Samsel 1 

Anna Jarvis ,1 

Maggie Hull 2 

Cora Patton 2 

Laura F Stalnaker 2 

EllaPhilipps 2 

Carrie Haslup 2 

Jennie Bainbridge 3 

Augusta Bainbridge 3 
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TUCKER COUNTY FOR 1883— L. S. Auvil, Supt 

I have the honor of submitting to you this, my sixth annual re- 
port, believing it to be very nearly correct. 

I cannot say that the schools of Tucker have been as successful 
the past year as they should have been. The reason for this is that 
we could not get efficient teachers the past winter ; yet comparing 
them with other years they were on an average. We have not the 
wealth in this county to run our schools a sufficient length of time, 
and to this end we would advise you ever to keep before the Legis- 
lature the necessity for an increase in the State levy. Let it be in- 
creased to twenty cents, and then we can have longer and better 
schools. This is my last report, having been Superintendent for the 
past six years, and being acquainted with the condition of the schools 
m this county during that period, I can say there has been a decided 
improvement in education all along the linie. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

Eliza Parsons 2 C W Long 1 

Edward Reggies 2 G W Shirk 3 

BN O'Doland 3 LS Poling. 2 

FH Wilmoth 3 Saraantlra Dumire 2 

FBGllmore 3 Maggie Dumire 3 

Joseph Selbey 1 J ASwisler 1 

N B Bamett 3 Alcinda Shafer 2 

Edwin Dumire 2 RK Philips 2 

5 M Adams 2 N W Nestor 2 

W J James 2 MA Sperart 2 

6 NDay 2 L W James 3 

CH Street 1 LW Beatty 3 

DBLang 3 E W Rechman 3 

Carrie Parsons 2 Loyd Hansford 1 

G P Schoonover 3 Alice Hansford 2 

Isabell Parsons 2 H L Nestor. 1 

JL Philips. 2 Isaac Hetrick 1 

MoUie Fansler 2 

TUCKER COUNTY FOR 1884— John M. Shafer, SupH. 

I herewith submit my first annual report of the condition and 
progress of the Free Schools of Tucker county. 

There were forty-one schools taught in the county this year, all 
but four of which I visited. I had expected to visit every school in 
the county, but was prevented by high water. The schools I visited, 
were with two or three exceptions, in good condition, and the 
teachers were striving evidently to make them better. 

I find that the greatest barrier to the success of the schools of 
this county is, that a levy of 50 cents on the $100 valuation of real 
and personal property does not in some of the districts create a 
fund sufficient to cause schools to be taught more than three 
months of the year, and that at very menial wages. Until this is 
gr^ually outgrown, we can'tiot expect the Free School system to 
be to the community what it is to some others. 

My statistical report I believe to be correct, but from the incom- 
pleteness of some of the district secretaries' reports, I am forced to 
oelieve that some slight errors may exist in the financial report. 
- The Board of Education of St. George district paid Loyd Hans- 

16 
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ford for teaching the town school $7 more per month than to other 
teachers of the same grade. 

In addition to the charges against the building fund of Clover 
district, as given in my financial statement, there is a bonded debt 
of $300, which has been standing against the district for nearly five 
years. The Board have recently laid an extra levy for the purpose 
of paying it. 

I have but one suggestion to make concerning the school law of 
this State, and that is that the County Superintendent be required 
to attend and taTce part in the annual settlement of the sheriff' with 
the Boards of Education. I am sure that a law of this kind would 
be of considerable benefit to this county. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

• 

David Lang 2 George W Shirk 2 

CH Street 2 Georgre W Shufer : 2 

Jesse G Vanscoy 1 AlcindaShafer 2 

Eliza Parsons % 1 SM Adams 1 

Carrie Parsons 1 G BSkidmorc.^ 3 

Edgar J Dumire 2 D W Right 2 

RK PhiUips 2 Lizzie Purkey 2 

J 8 Phillips 2 \Vm R Bennett 1 

J H Moore 2 MelvinH Adams 2 

W RShafer a 2 TWKllilt 3 

MarvJ Harris 3 S E Sterling 2 

John K Hunt 2 W A Ault 2 

A J Douglas 3 LSAuvil 1 

Mary J banaler 1 H C Lambert 2 

Charles H Street 1 H Lee N ester 1 

WPJett 2 Alice Hansford 2 

PMA Lawsou 2 Samantha Dumire 2 

D B Smith 3 N W Nester....: 2 

CO Douglas 2 E B Wilmoth 1 

C U Adams 1 



TYLER COUNTY FOR 1883— T. N. Parks, Supt. 

This has been one of the most successful years in the history of 
free schools in this county. Year by year our schools become bet- 
ter organized, better taught and more popular with the masses of 
the people. With all the complaints that are raised against high 
taxes for other purposes, it is a source of great pleasure to the 
friends of education to see our people contribute so largely and so 
willingly to the support of our schools. The popularity of the 
schools is not unmerited. The teachers are, as a rule, capable, 
earnest and devoted to their work. At an examination in this 
county this question was put : "What do you teach school for?" A 
lady teacher answered in the common sense way, "I teach for money, 
but try to earn it." She expressed the sentiment of nearly all. It 
is a great drawback that teaching cannot be made a profession for 
life. With our short terms and low wages our young men and 
women can only use teaching as a means of self-education oj a 
stepping stone to something more profitable. This secures to the 
work the enthusiasm of youth, but loses the experience and culture 
of middle life, the time when a teacher is able to do the best work. 
I cannot fail to notice the advantage our Teachers' Institutes are to 
the work. Much credit is due Prof. B. F. Martin, Jr., for the many 
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new and valuable suggestions given at the Institute he conducted in 
this county at the beginning of the year for which we report. 

It is a matter of much regret that the Legislature saw fit to amend 
the law so as to take from boards of education the power to create 
an indebtedness on account of the building fund. We are sadly in 
need of one or more good houses in the county erected for graded 
or high schools. As the law is, with the present assessed value of 
the property, no district in the county can build such a house. 

Tyler has good schools. If not the best in the State, among the 
best. In surrendering the office of County Superintendent to my 
able and scholarly, friend, Prof. Lowry, I by no means give up my 
interest in our schools. May the State liberally foster and support 
them. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 






W G Smith 1 

"W A Smith 1 

R B Edgen 1 

J B Hamilion 3 

Isaac Barker 3 

•George Sfcjmith 1 

C B Owens 1 

•C E Pylea 2 

€F BeU 1 

Emma Riggs 3 

M A Bradiord 2 

MeUie Marsh 1 

M L Vas Sant 2 

J C Fetty 2 

William Jones 1 

CC McCormack 1 

J C Morrow.. 1 

D H Peoples 2 

H B Shriver 2 

John Stathcrs 

R S Taggart 1 

Joseph Williams 1 

Kenua Haddox 1 

L A Peteison 1 

Edith Stealey 2 

Lillie BSwann 3 

Martha Williams 2 

Mary Williams 2 

H O Bowser 2 

M L Bowser 2 

J R Baker 2 

J C Cooper 3 

BF Hill 2 

•G W HiU /..... 2 

T C Hickman 2 

LA liOwther 1 

•CBRiggle 1 

G W McBride 1 

Joseph A Maxwell 2 

Joseph E Morgan 1 



Peter Meeker 2 

Leroy Swan i 

L E Smith 1 

OS Stoneking 1 

B R Torgman l 

Warren Wood l 

A Weekly 3 

BL Corbley 2 

A S Grim l 

Lizzie Johnson 2 

J C Warner 1 

Emma Mariin 1 

D F Hissom 1 

Rufus UUum 2 

Ira C Moore 1 

AB Flesher 1 

C J Allen 1 

8 B Allen 1 

Florence O Allen 2 

Joseph Ankrom 1 

Lizzie Brown 1 

JN BeU 1 

Clara A Crumriue 1 

D D Duty 2 

James Joseph 2 

J B Haught 1 

Elias Lemasters 3 

Alice Stathers 2 

I T Underwood 2 

M V Underwood 2 

Oliver P Pratt 3 

Iva Martin 2 

CE McGiunis 2 

William Cooper 2 

HS Corbly 1 

LF Davis l 

S OFordyce 1 

A N Fordyce 1 

S O Howard 2 

John B Riggs 2 



TYLER COUNTY FOR 1884— P. B. Lowry, SupH. 



The educational interests in our county are, in the main, in a 
tealthy and prosperous condition, yet there is still some deficiency 
in practical work in some quarters. We have to encounter the fol- 
lowing difficulties in our school work : The wages paid teachers, 
although having been raised in every district in the county but one 
within the last year, is entirely too low. The term of school in the 
different districts is much too short. In four districts we have four 
months, in one five months and in another six months. As a result 
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of the causes just named many of our teachers go to other counties 
or other States, where they can secure longer terms and greater re- 
muneration for their arduous services ; many others quit the pro- 
fession entirely, and go into more lucrative employment. But most 
of our teachers are energetic and industrious, and do honest, efficient 
work in our schools. Many of them increase their scholastic and 
general qualifications for the profession of teaching by attending 
our State Normal schools or the select schools of this State and 
Ohio. And, by the way, I wish to say a word in commendation of 
the grand work done by our Normal schools. Their graduates, as a 
class, do the most systematic work in the schools of our county. 

All that is necessary is to let our teachers have an opportunity to 
qualify themselves, by giving them a longer term of school and 
more wages, and the frequent complaint that there is so much apathy 
in our public schools will entirely vanish. The Teachers' Institute 
at Middlebourne last August, conducted by Prof. W. H. Anderson, 
of Wheeling, was a success in every particular. The law regulating 
such institutes is a good one, and this fact is now fully appreciated 
by all good teachers. Last winter I visited all the schools in the 
county but two, which were closed on account of sickness. I spent 
a few days in each, and made myself thoroughly acquainted with 
the general work and plans of all the teachers. At the commence- 
ment of last term the attendance was quite good, but was badly deci- 
mated in the latter part of the winter by the deep snow and the 
measles. 

The ** graduating system "was introduced into Tyler county by 
my competent predecessor in office, T. N. Parks, Esq., and is still 
continued by me. It has added much to the interest of our general 
school work, but will not prove an ultimate success until made a part 
of the law of the State. 

In the last few years there has been considerable improvement in 
school-house architecture. The school-houses are much larger and 
commodious than those first built, and constructed on models en- 
tirely more modern. The patent desks are now being largely used, 
instead of old cornered home-made ones. Many of the houses re- 
cently built have been seated with the " Fashion," or some other 
patent desk. I believe that our school law should be so changed as 
to give in every instance to the county superintendent a revisory 
power over the Board of Education in selecting a site for the loca- 
tion of a school-house. I would also recommend that the school 
month be changed to twenty days. I can not close my first annual 
report without extending to you my ardent thanks for the prompt 
and courteous manner in which business has been despatched from 
your office. Your administration has been four years of incessant 
labor, and it is a matter of deep regret that you shall so soon have 
to vacate the office in which you have so faithfully served the peeple. 

• 

TEACHERS AMD GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 

LeroySwann 1 AN Fordyce 1 

A Wcekley 8 Peter Meeker 2 

O M Haddox 1 J B Haught 1 

WF Clark 3 B8 Kelch 8 
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JM Bbcrhart. 3 

R B Edgell 2 

J D Joseph 1 

J C Cooper 2 

Wm M Cooper 2 

J W Grimm 3 

M V Undenvood 2 

J Allen 1 

W R Mflntire 2 

J B Hamiton 3 

A SKearns 3 

J R Baker 2 

M L Bowse^ 1 

I T Underwood 2 

8M Headlee 3 

G W Hill 2 

DH Peoples' 1 

H O Bowser 1 

J CMorrow 1 

J A Martins 1 

J A Maxwells 2 

L B Hill 1 

B P Hill 3 

M P Smith 1 

C E Pvle 2 

B RTwyman 1 

W R Kine 2 

C BRiggle. 1 

J W Bell 1 

8 Fordyce 1 

8 G Pyle. 1 

J B Rlggs. 2 

JEM Howard 3 

WGRmirh 1 

JE Meredith 3 

1 C Mc -^ illiams 1 



W G Stewart 3 

J S Seckman 3 

S B Allen 2 

J O Martin 1 

Elias Lemasters 2 

Chas A Rose 2 

V G Buchanan 2 

8:H Smith 1 

G W McBride 4 vrs 

R S Taggart 4 yrs 

J E Morgan 4 yrs 

G W Wood „ 4 yrs 

I C Moore 4 yrs 

AUie Dunn 3 

Kenna Haddox i 

Victoria A Haddox 2 

EdethC Stealey..^ 3 

Flora Smith 3 

Alice Stathers 2 

EmmaM Riggs 2 

Louisa Asber 3 

Martha Williams 2 

Mrtry Williams i 

Iva M Martin 2 

Delia M Chesney 2 

Lydia A Peterson i 

Clara A Crumrine l 

Mary L Vansant 2 

Laura Irwin 2 

Lizzie Johnston 2 

M A Bradford 8 

Lizzie Loman 2 

LB Boreman 2 

Sadie Anderson - 

Jennie Anderson 2 



UPSHUR COUNTY FOR 1883— R. A. Armstrong, SupH. 



I have the honor to submit my annual report for your considera- 
tion. 

My report of the condition of schools must necessarily be brief, 
as I was appointed to the office of County Superintendent after 
almost all the schools had closed. I have not had the opportunity 
of visiting the schools, and cannot give any account of their condi- 
tion from personal observation. But as far as my knowledge 
extends, I think that the schools are in a tolerably prosperous con- 
dition. 

Financially, they are in a good condition. Every district, as you 
will perceive by the report, has a balance in the treasury. 

There were three schools that were in progress at the beginning of 
the new school year ; these will be reported next year. 

One of the greatest evils with which we have to contend irl our 
schools is the irregular attendance of the pupils. 

The average attendance of pupils in the county for the last year 
was less than 50 per cent, of the enumeration. 

Although this is an alarming statement, no effectual remedy has 
yet been devised. 

Another drawback to the efficiency of the schools is the want of 
experienced teachers. The average length of time that teachers 
remain in the profession is not very great. Most teachers make the 
profession a stepping stone to something more lucrative, and rarely 
teach more than four or five years, many not so long. It is not 
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necessary for me to say anything about the cause of this. It is a 
subject that is often discussed, but not often are any steps taken to 
remedy it. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



John N Shackelford 2 

Scott H White 2 

Jeremiah Light ;. 1 

Eva Cnslo 2 

MoUie Hawkinst 2 

SaUie Fogj? 1 

James Watsonf 2 

C P White 2 

George Eskew 1 

Joseph S Reger 1 

FM Marnle 1 

Albert Zickcfoose », 3 

I D Neely 2 

F PSextont 1 

N W Loudin 2 

WS Smnllridge 2 

Floyd B Eiirit 2 

Meta Balsley 3 

Ida M Moore 3 

Alice Smith 2 

May Balsley 2 

Annie Latnam 2 

Celia Morgan 2 

George R Latham 1 

George W Beer 1 

John A Kittle 3 

E A Hamner 2 

E Jennie Deanef 1 

Ada Bunten 3 

JohnVTenney 1 

William H Queen 1 

Ada M Burr 2 

Ira L Euritt 2 

John C Reese 2 

D N Armstrong 2 

Matlie C Jones (col'd) 2 

Samuel M Tenney 2 

Maggie Royanf 2 

Wilsor O 6rim 2 

Clara Bargcrhuff. 2 

Sadie Anderson 1 

fRe-examincd. 



Emma L McAvoy 2 

Rose E McAvoy 2 

Charles P Cunningham 2 

J L Williamst 2 

OrrL Perry ., 2 

Warren LWingrove 2 

E I Hall 1 

Mollie Henderson 2 

Minnie See * 2 

Wm G McAvoyt 2 

G A Hclmick 2 

James S Currv 3 

H B McDowell 3 

Thomas R Houghton 2 

Flora A Moore I 

A M Curry 8 

John A Gawthrop ; 2 

Fannie Gawthrop 2 

Luke P Brooks 1 

James Vaugilder 2 

T M Rhymer 1 

Annie Rohrbough 2 

Gilmore F Queen 3 

George M Harmon 2 

George E Bosely 3 

Q A Mosby S 

John A Lewis 2 

Isaac N McDowell 2 

E F Hall 3 

BPMusgrave 3 

G DWesifaU 1 

Rosa Lee Townsend 2 

Charles D Armstrong 1 

J R Mathers 1 

John M Brake 1 

Silas Rohr 3 

L L Casto 3 

Emma F Wilson 2 

G V Forinash 2 

Luther W Conway ., 1 



UPSHUR COUNTY FOR. 1884— L. P. Brooks, Sup'L 

Mj report has been delayed about one month on account of errors 
in the report of some of the secretaries, and one, the secretary of 
Bank's district, I had to ride twelve miles to see him before I could 
make anything out of his report, and then found that he did not 
know how to make out a report, but had guessed at the most of it. 

Have done the best I could with the material furnished, but am 
conscious my report is not perfect. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Geo W Ross 2 

Flovd B Enrit 1 

W D Talbot 1 

E I Hall 1 

T K Hodges 1 

B P Musgrave 3 

WmG McAvoy 2 

L A Deane 3 

TJ Liggett 3 



George W Beer ~ 1 

J A CJawthrop 2 

W G McAvov 2 

W H H Miller 8 

J M Brake 1 

J R Mathers 1 

John A Kittle 3 

George R Latham 1 

H M Slrader. 1 
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A G Musgrave 2 

IL Marple 2 

H A Withers 2 

A Mosby 3 

WO Grim 2 

LL Casto 2 

J H Ours 1 

J L Williams 1 

J KLanham 3 

Loomis Brake 3 

James K Watson 2 

W 8 Smallridge 1 

J C Strader 3 

Geo W Eskew 2 

1 D Neely 1 

Geo M Harmon 2 

Ira L Eurit 1 

John A Lewis 2 

G F Queen 2 

Eugene Brown 1 

W S Haddock 3 

I N McDowell 2 

J C Reese 1 

EAHnmner 2 

V N Armstrong 2 

G A llelmick 3 

Albert Zickafoose 2 

John M Shackleford 2 

AM Curry 2 

Andrew vVolf 3 

GB Brown 2 

F M Marple 1 

W M Loudin 1 

Charles W Cooper 2 

W B Lynch 1 

8M Tenney 3 

T R Houghton 3 



H M Simmons 2 

E Jennie Deane 1, 

Mollie Henderson 1 

Annie Rohrbough 1 

Ida M Moore 2 

Fannie L Simpson 2 

Eva Kiddy 2 

Emma Hawkins 2 

Louisa Regcr 3 

May Balsley 2 

Alice Smith 2 

Mollie Hawkins 1 

( elia Morgan 1 

Eva Casto 1 

Nellie Silcot 1 

Abbie Brooks 2 

IN'innieSee 1 

Florence McAvoy S 

Flora A Moore 1 

Emma McAvoy ' 3 

Lizzie Moore 2 

Rosa McAvoy 2 

Lou Phillips S 

MatJie Jones 2 

Frantes Cleaveger 2 

Maud M Wingrove 3 

Clara Bargerhuflf. 1 

Emma F Wilson 3 

Delia Carter 3 

Lucetta (/ Rexroad 3 

Anna V Latham 3 

Maggie Royan 2 

Ada M Bjirr 4 year 

Floyd P Sexton 4 year 

John V Tenney 4 year 

Sallie Fogg 4 year 



WAYNE COUNTY FOR 1883.— S. W. Porter, SupH. 

I respectfully submit my second annual report of the statistical 
and financial condition of the schools of Wayne county for the year 
beginning July 1, 1882, and ending June 30, 1883, believing my re- 
port to be about correct or as near so as I can obtain from the re- 
ports made by the secretaries. Stonewall and Grant districts only 
made a partial settlement with the Sheriff, and also failed to report 
the valuation of personal and real estate, but these secretaries were 
80 late that I had not time to return them. I visited the principal 
part of the schools and found them in good condition ; the remain- 
der I could not reach on account of winter setting in and making 
travel on horseback very inconvenient on account of ice and high 
water and other hindrances unavoidable. The teachers are doing a 
good work, taking into consideration the disadvantages that they 
have to contend with. All the district laid the levy required by law 
and the Boards have erected four houses during the past year. The 
schools have been a success during the past year. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



JEM Bing 

C J Hazard , 

Leander Cline 

Mary L Reuhring ., 

W H Dickson 

Florence Huxham 

RCoburn 

Carrie Holt 

1 F Weed 

Horace Fuller , 



Jessie Myers 1 

Kate Honley 1 

Kate Alen 2 

Kate Burk 2 

H W Lambert 1 

Sarflh A Ball 1 

Melipsee Ball 1 

Fannie Hutchinson 1 

Lou Smith 2 

Genevia Smith 2 
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H C Dunkle 2 

8 U Workman 1 

w A Deen 1 

W V Dickersoa 2 

8 8 Rigj? 2 

Addie Feagell 1 

G W Frazier 1 

Annie DeMerro 1 

Walter Ross 2 

A H Melrose 1 

Jennie Barbour 2 

Julia A Newman 2 

Hugn Willis 3 

Josie Hensley 3 

J T Dickerson 1 

JM Picklesimer 3 

Charles T Childer • 3 

M*s Lou Shanon 2 

DC Sullivan ,, 2 

Kmma E Donuella 1 

GC Miller 1 

W H Colwell 3 

F T Colwell 2 

W R Odell 2 

C C Thompson 2 

Thompson Crabtree 2 

Vick wellman 1 

W T Ckin 2 

Mary Solen 1 

Lizzie Frizzello 1 



P M Keyser 1 

Olive Bean 1 

Elizzie Toppins 8 

Sadie Kirkpatrick 1 

Millie Bell 1 

Harvey Clay S 

Maude Griffith 1 

Gussie Griffith 1 

M J Mills „ 1 

Salley Myers 2 

Anna Spurlock 1 

J W Warf. 1 

Lawrence Dickerson 1 

Moreon Baker : 1 

L T Thorp 1 

Albert Holt 2 

Lizzie Bell 1 

Josie Chadwick 2 

W H Ferguson •. 2 

C T Childres 2 

T B McClure «. 1 

J W Hollandsworth 2 

Moses Rife 1 

Sallie McGuire (col'd) _ 2 

J J Man 1 

T M Bowls 2 

R L Johnson 2 

J D Webb 2 

E V Hauna. 1 



WAYNE COUNTY FOR 1884— W. A. Dean, Supt. 

Plea,se excuse my scratching and blots. I did the work alone. It 
is very troublesome to call and tally alone. Some men are honest 
enough to act as secretary, but not capable of keeping the accounts 
of a district. I have done the best I could from the reports before 



me. 

UNION, OR SECOND DISTRICT. 

There are outstanding claims on the teachers' fund of 2d, or Union 
District, to the amount of $211.25; also on building fund for $181.01. 

BUTLER, OR THIRD DISTRICT. 

On settlement with sheriff for 1882 there was due the district 
$279.82, but last November the sheriff settled $203 of it, leaving 
$76.82 due, as will be found in this report. 

LINCOLN, OR FOURTH DISTRICT. 

You will find for Fourth District that the sheriff is due the district 
on building fund $96.23, and balance in treasury on building fund 
$90.23. There is an order not turned in and canceled of $6, which 
makes the difference between the amount with which he is charged 
and the amount in the treasury on settlement. 

GRANT, OR FIFTH DISTRICT. 



Grant District is in bad condition and has been ever since the 
trustees had the power to fix the teachers salaries. They paid as 
high as $50 per month for No. 1 and $35 for No. 3, while it is the 
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poorest district in the county. They fall behind on the building 
fund on account of having old claims standing against them. They 
are behind $65.05 on building fund last settlement. 

STONEWALL, OR SIXTH DISTRICT. 

The balance due the district on settlement for teachers' fund was 
$954.94, against which there are outstanding orders for $276; also 
delinquents, commission, &c., on $1,081.02. There is a balance in 
the treasury on the building fund at this date of $490.42, against 
which there are outstanding orders to the amount of $27.38 ; also 
delinquents, commissions, &c., on $324.36. Sixth District has got a 
good secretary. All things come up right. 

INDEPENDENT DISTRICT OF CEKEDO. 

There is an outstanding order on the teachers' fund of the Inde- 
pendent District of Ceredo for $34.59. I took it from the amount 
reported as balance in the treasury, which left $66.89 ; also orders 
amounting to $29.15 on building fund, which when taken from 
amount reported as balance in treasury, leaves $20.31, as will be 
shown by referring to my report of said district. 

There are one hundred and nine schools in Wayne county. One 
great trouble with us is getting enough teachers to fill them during 
the fall season, thereby causing several to be taught during the 
winter. Our schools the past year were very good and the outlook 
for this year still more promising than for years. At this writing 
there are about seventy schools in operation. I did not visit all the 
schools in the county last year ; it was almost impossible to do so. 
I visited some more than once. 

Frame houses are fast taking the place of log ones, especially in 
Ceredo, Union and Butler districts. 

• 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



JEM BIng. 1 

QC Miller 1 

J J Mann 1 

Lamech Adkins 

LD Jacks 

L Dickerson 

J i> Webb 1 

W V Dickerson 3 

J T Dickerson 

J W Warf 3 

ED Lrum 

Wavne Jarrel 1 

A W Preston 2 

V J Hazard 

W W Park 2 

H W Lambert 1 

J H Thornbury 8 

G M Crabtree 

J H Davis 

Lee S Lick 1 

J W IloUandsworth 8 

TM Bowles 8 

Leander Chin 

F M Kevser 1 

W KOdell 

Anna Deinaro 

17 



Lizzie Dixon t 

Josie Chadwiek 

Leander Chin 8 

W T Osburn 1 

Alice Ban 2 

Ella Workman 2 

A C McCommas 2 

8 SRigg 8 

JW Warf 2 

J H Thornburg 8 

Lawrence Dickerson » 8 

WV Dickerson 8 

Hngh Willis 2 

C J Hazard 8 

Robert Coburn 2 

Henry Lour 

G D Webb 2 

D C Sullivan 8 

R A Moore 2 

Hamilton Moore » 2 

G W Crabtree 2 

L Dickerson 2 

A J Cbilders 

T M Bowles 2 

WH Copley 8 

Emma Johnson 8 
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Julia Burke 

Laura Lambert 

Alice Ball 3 

Bessie E Wellinan 

N R Hutchison 

M L Shannon 2 

Hattie Frizzell 

Mary Sollers 

Lizzie Frizzell 

Nannie Frizzell 

VIo ^> ellman 

Lizzie Hell 2 

Melissa Ball 

Sallie Hreston 2 

Sadie Kirkpatrick ^ 1 

L D Jacks 

G M Crabtreo 

Morgan Baker 2 

Milfie Bell 1 

Martha Bell 

C C Thompson 3 

CJ Hazard 3 

I F Weed 1 

A H Melrose 1 

Fred Benhring 

W ROdell 2 

Sallie Myers 3 

Mattie KiUiourne 3 

Nora Benhring 

Florence Huxham 

Anna Demaro 

Addie Feazel 2 

Maggie Kelley 2 

Gussie Griffith 3 

Lizzie Bell 1 

Martha Bell 

Mary Harrison 



Julia A Newman S 

J W Warf 2 

Waller Koss 1 

G \V Frnsher 1 

J T Olckerson 8 

Ida M Sikes 2 

Lamech Adkins 2 

J H Heckley 2 

G D Webb 2 

R L Johnson S 

Moses Kife 2 

A J Coffman 3: 

CT Childers O 

Kate K Allen 3 

Maude Griffith S 

Gussie (irifflth ^ 2 

Hattie Frizzell 

Nannie Frizzell 

J VV Warf 1 

J W Hollandsworth 3 

Ella Workman 1 

Nora B Benhring 2 

Libbie G Johnson 2 

Emma L Johnson S 

Annie L Johnson 2 

E Ora Peyton 

Lizzie Dixon 2 

Florence Huxham S 

BflUie Myers » 

Mattie Kilbourn 3 

H C Dunkle 2 

Maggie Kelley ,.« 8 

RT Phillips 2 

Lawrence Dickerson 2 

TJ i:>ickerson 3- 

Serlenia Aills 2 

A N Laidley 2 



WEBSTER COUNTY FOR 1883.— N. W. Clifton, SupH. 

(No Written Report.) 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATBS. 



A C Linger 1 

C G Griffin 1 

LA Lynch 1 

D H Hamrick 1 

W T .Hamrick 3 

JS McGuire 1 

8 B Hamrick 1 

A B Beamer 

BT Rader 3 

C E Mullens 2 

I M Mullens 3 

J L Fisher 2 

J Griffin 1 

L M Green 1 

J C H ogar 1 

Theodore Covalt 1 

Levi Skidmore 2 

'[WEBSTER COUNTY FOR 



W P Morton 

E L Morton 

W S Henderson 

A J Salisbury 

C <: Hamrick 2 

Wm S Bird 

B D Hutchinson 

Virgie Wooddell 

M A Hickman 

Annie Wooddell 

Geo W Tharp 

S B Bowyer 

Ozina H Hee 

RL Townsend 2 

W J Snyder S 

John L Cochran 2 



1884— P. J. McGuiRE, SupH. 



S rin making this, my annual report, I am pleased to inform you that 
the Free School system is solidly established among us, and is 
steadily advancing to a condition of great utility. We had much ta 
contend with in its introduction, but now that every impediment is 
removed, the way is clear and sure. I am honestly impressed with 
the conviction that as long as the pay of teachers is so small, we 
will lack first-class men of the profession, for as soon as young men 
are fully competent to teach, they adopt one or the other of the 
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more lucrative professions or go out west. Here in the mountains, 
where the Free School system is, I may say in its infancy, and 
where previous to its establishment there was scarcely any other, a 
simple, plain and practical education would be more useful than the 
more difficult and cirnate course pursued elsewhere. This is my 
own opinion founded on close observation and knowledge of press- 
ing present wants. It is indeed a cause of joy to know that our 
people all re^jard our school system as an inestimable blessing, and 
that its full development is sure to expound the public mind and fit 
it for all the duties of life. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Gratten M Adkison 2 

Emerson L Morton 1 

Andrew J Salsbuijy 1 

Joseph K Thompson 2 

J N Salisbury 3 

BD HiitchiRon '. 2 

B J Rader 3 

J C H « ogar 2 

AC Linger 1 

James BLynch 2 

LM Green 2 

W J Snyder .^ 3 

Theodore Cavolt 2 

WnilRra P Morion 2 

c; CHamriok 2 

PR T Lynch 1 

JS McGuIro 1 

C W Benedum 1 

J C H Cogar 2 

BD Hutchison 2 



W A Arthur 

James B Lynch '.. S 

Isham Mnilins 3 

,1 B Howell : » 

Gratten M Adkison 3 

E II Adkison , Z 

Isaac F Hamrick .i - 3 

W P Morton » 

T M Remolds 1 

W B Sranard 1 

J W Arthur 1 

W PBrufl'y 1 

WP Haymond 3 

Ozina M Bee 1 

Addie W Steel » 

Virgie B Wooddell 1 

Hannah V Rice 1 

Mary A Hickman 1 

Rosa Delany ~, 2 



WETZEL COUNTY FOR 1883.— J. U. Morgan, Sup'L 

(No Written Report.) 

TEACHERS AND THE GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



T H Meighen 2 

Eliel Robinson 2 

J L Newman 1 

F M Flaherty 1 

J L Hnnen 2 

JEMcMasters 1 

J W Debery 1 

Anna Lavelle 2 

Anna Martin 1 

Georgie Parrioh 2 

Anna Ramsey : 1 

Richard Burch 3 

I J Carney 1 

T J Haskins 2 

A J Lavelle 1 

AJMoiris 2 

P L Glover 1 

J E BarTlett 1 

Wm MMeighfn 1 

Christy Brookovcr. 2 

Retta H Brewer :.„ 2 

Haggle Haskins 2 

Jen hie Johnson 2 

KatH Padden 1 

Mollie B Ross 1 

J P Brock 1 

TM Haskins 1 

AJLomulv 1 

N F Rowand 2 

£ C Rowand 1 



Mary A Greene 1 

J M Sklmer 1 

D D Jackson 1 

Jacob B Voore 1 

Stella Hark 2 

Lizzie Craig 2 

Maggie Gates 2 

EdnaHogan 2 

Julia Lavelle 1 

Lizzie Hammond 3 

SG Furnace 3 

John M Nun 1 

R A Tengnrden 2 

F RSuter I 

Bernard Peyles 1 

D N Mclntire 2 

J W Mclntire 1 

Lewis W Dulany 2 

Maggie B Dulany 2 

Lizzie Calvert 3 

A M Wade 1 

D N Prewett 3 

Oliver Calvert 5 

Joseph Fair 2 

8C Higgius 8 

Samuel Resscggcr 1 

A M Hammond 2 

Ervin Burge 1 

Mollie R ^lorgan 1 

Athela Morgan S 
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James L Teagarden 2 

John S Wade 2 

Alice A Groves. 2 

J B Blair 2 

A L Mooney 1 

C A McAlister 2 

8 1 Earle 1 

Hamilton Bamhouse 2 

Maggie E Morgan 2 

W K Rine 2 

R W Mayhall 2 

Lizzie Burley 2 

8 W Martin 1 

E E Umstead 1 

Leslie Williams 1 

J N Van Camp 1 

Francis Morgan 2 



Amelia Long. 1 

Zillah Price 3 

Johanna Sbay 2 

Ezra Edgel ., 3 

JM Loveall 2 

James McGhee 1 

Wm P Morris 3 

J M Monroe 2 

Samson Starkey 1 

Wm Dolan 2 

EE Ice 2 

JN Wyatt 2 

Dennis B Ice 3 

G W Loudenslager „ 3 

AP Sidells 1 

John Blatt 2 



WETZEL COUNTY FOR 1884.— T. M. Haskins, SufL 

You will notice that only ninety-eight schools are reported 
although there are about one hundred and two. It seems tKat the 
secretaries have failed to report a few schools taught in rented 
houses. The ninety-eight is the number of school houses proper in 
the county, however, the others were taken into consideration in 
calculating expenses, &c. This report is not as full and complete 
as I would like to have it, but it is the very best that could be made 
from the data I have had. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



John McCarty 1 

S G Furnace. 2 

TH Goudy 1 

W A Devaul 1 

E Burge 2 

E E Stewart * 2 

M C Shephard I 

John Gilmore 1 

C has McAlister 1 

Wellington Monroe 1 

EA Edgel 2 

J M Monroe 3 

Charles Cunningham 2 

Peter Ressager 1 

Wm Morgan 2 

Addison Butler 1 

A GShriver 1 

J W Allen. 2 

Christy Brookover 2 

CS Buchannan 1 

J E McMasters 2 

Leonard Moore 2 

H S Bamhouse 2 

W T Keller 2 

Wm T Miller 2 

James Hall 2 

James Joliff. 2 

James Steel 2 

Jacob Lemly * 1 

J W Santee 1 

John Huskins 2 

NT ttowand 1 

Thomas Meighen 1 

EC Rowand 1 

W C Cole 1 

J L Hennen 2 

C Mc (; Lcmley 1 

F M Petman 2 

John 8 Wade 1 

William Cox 3 

J LShriver 2 

W G Strosnider 2 

John I> Gibbens 1 

A 8 Rosby 2 



O C Haney 2 

Thomas Ash 2 

W B Postlethwait 2 

D M Mclniire 2 

L W Dulaney 2 

James A Pyles 1 

Frank Tucker 1 

A M Franklin 2 

W T 3 Sidell 1 

Friend Taylor 2 

J B Moore 1 

James McGee 1 

J () Snodgrass 1 

A P Sidell 1 

SCHiggins 1 

Marion Moore 1 

G EHuggins 3 

F M Schlobohm 1 

B Rowels 1 

Anna Martin 1 

Julia Lavelle 1 

Lizzie Craig 1 

Mina Butler 2 

Lizzie Moore 2 

Joe Shea 2 

RettaBreever 2 

Carra Purrott 2 

Georgie Parrott X 

Alice Hoge 3 

Ida Owen 2 

Anna l.emley 1 

Ella Cunningham 8 

Katie Coplin 2 

Maggie Hunt 2 

Annie O'Den 2 

Dora Sclobohm 3 

Dora Crawford 3 

Lena Umstead 1 

Viola Johnson 1 

Mrs Mary A Green 1 

Emma Shepherd 2 

Mrs U C Fluharty 2 

Cetta Heartly 2 

Carrie Jeffreys 1 
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WIRT COUNTY FOR 1883— M. B. Edmondson, SupH, 

Though we have had pretty good schools and a fair per centage of 
attendance, there is much to be done yet to get our scnools up to a 
fair standing. This year, just closed, has had a great deal of solid 
work done, especially bv several country teachers. 

I think our two ''independent schools" are to be congratulated 
upon their work. I would not be misunderstood — this was not the 
first success made by these schools. Previous advances were carried 
liigher is what I mean. 

Several of our Boards of Education levy to the "legal limit" in 
order to run the required "four months." Except in one or two 
districts the "building levy" will be very light hereafter. 

WANTS OF SCHOOLS. 

The Board of Education in each district would willingly furnish 
a library if they could see the law for it. This would save more to 
the State than the "West Virginia contract" is doing. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF. THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Maggie E Rogers 2 

J W Archer 2 

LH Burk 1 

Hugh Ferrell 1 

Samuel F Lockhart 2 

Georare S Nohe 3 

J H McCoys 1 

Wni Fought 2 

FF Daniels 2 

MaryE Benrd 1 

Melissa Selby 1 

Jeff Davis Rockhold 3 

M P Wooddell 1 

Samuel M Cllne 2 

Fannie Russell Wiseman 2 

Mary Mead 3 

J William Hylbert 1 

JohnW Bailey 1 

William 8 Lowther 2 

Rosa Hall 8 

Anna Rogers 2 

Ann Thorn 2 

Samuel Showalter 2 

Sarah S Cline 2 

DaYid O Lattimer 2 



Charles R Hannaman 2 

Fmma Bee 2 

John M Lockhart 2 

Sanford Archer \ 

Matilda R Lowther i 

Ella L Means 2 

Mary ERutter i 

Aggie Ruble l 

W V Wooley 2 

W T W Dye 2 

Mollie Arnold 2 

Nettie O Mason 2 

Adelia^-Rutter 2 

E W Byrd 2 

D F Stanton 

Ida V Timms. 

Sarah Dye 

George W Roberts 

George Harris 

Rose Powell 

Effie Wells 

Dora B Rogers 

Minnie Rogers 

Mariah Roberts 

Frank T Price 



WIRT COUNTY FOR 1884.— M. B. Edmondson, SupH, 



Very good work was done by teachers and pupils in most of the 
schools, though they were much hindered during January by a deep 
snow and by much sickness afterwards. The plan of State con- 
tracts with publishers of our text books does not work well. The 
The outlook is hopeful. The only fussy thing is the power to close 
school houses against the right of the people to use them for wor- 
ship. And the onlv real drawback is the indifference of some par- 
ents to send their children to school. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



JohuW Bailey 1 

E VV Byrd 2 

LH Burke 1 

8 M Cline 2 

8 M C:ain 2 

Friend Dye « 2 

F K Daniell 2 

W Fought 2 

CFlesher 3 

O W Harris 1 

(' R Hannaman 3 

Floyd Hickman 

J M I^ckhart 1 

h SLockliait 1 

H B Mason 1 

J H McCoy 1 

C T Price 1 

L A Rader 2 

fiS Showalter 2 

M P Wooddell 1 

W Wolverton 

L A Rogers, Jr 1 

Banford P Archer 1 

Jeff D Rockhold 2 

J W Archer 2 

LWBumgamer 1 

Emma Bee 2 

Mary E Beard 1 

Sarah A Dye 1 



Jennie Eddington 2 

Mrs Julia Kvans 1 

VB Fisher 3 

Beatrice llr»pkius 3 

Rosa Hall i 

Ahbie Knight 2 

Lizzie Lee 2 

Lula KcndMl l 

Mary Mead 3 

KUa Menus 2 

NO Mason „ 2 

Alcinda McKee 2 

Minnie E Rogers 1 

Anna Rogers I 

A L Rogers ...^ 1 

Mary Kutler 1 

Adelia Ruttcr 2 

Mariah Roberts 1 

Cora A Rader 1 

Ida V Tinuns 1 

Minnie Rittcuhouse - - 

R Kerrel - 

Fanuie R Wiseman 2 

Ann Thorn 3 

M Effie Wells I 

Orma Wells.... 1 

RoseK Powell ^ 1 

Wary V Stagg - 

Mollle Arnold 2 



WOOD COUNTY FOR 1883.— Samuel T. Stapleton, Sup'L 

(No Written Report.) 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFCATES. 



V W Leavitt 

RT Barber 

8 T Boggess. 

Clark Nelson 

8 S Rice 

A J Minx 

A C Farnsworth 

L L Headley 

O H Woofter 

A B Cummins 

J J Nelson 

James M Smith 

L J Corbly 

<^A Meyer 

Pierce Leavitt 

H C Weigal 

LI) Creel. 

Anson Smith 

R B Mussctter 

Brassie Peimybaker. 

V W Leavitt 

Annie Goodno 

Carrie Stephens 

Emma A Pnge 

Mary A Satow 

Dixie Cook 

Lillie Leavitt 

Jessie Pennybaker... 
Nettie Leach man.... 

Sarah E Ross 

Moggie Price 

Lulu B McGee 

Mary S Allerman .... 
Maggie A Slapleton 

Mary A Camp 

VC Reed 

Carrie EGlines 

Emma A Magruder. 
Flora £ Buell 



David Congleton 2 

Jacob K White 2 

M M Bibbe 2 

H S Dye 2 

J F Farnsworth 2 

Wm J Wharton 2 

Daniel White 2 

B A Woodyard 2 

W R Koggin 2 

Geo W Stephens 2 

George F Suode 2 

•Tames A Sheets 2 

Mary A Gibbs 2 

Katie McGough 2 

Clara Hard wick 2 

Alice Wigal 2 

Fannie Hardvvick 2 

Emma Barllett 2 

Maggie A liarrett 2 

Dora Dunham 2 

Lucy Woofter 2 

Eunice C Meyer 2 

Jennie Moss 2 

Cora Leachman 2 

O Dell Meade 2 

Viola E Barrett 2 

I^ena E Cartel 2 

Alice Congleton 2 

Bertha Pride 2 

Alice lavcnner 2 

Aettie V Braiden 2 

Mary K Anderson 2 

Jennie « Loper 2 

Cora Brown „ 2 

Rosa Dilworth 2 

Rosa A Bosbcry 2 

Annie L King 2 

Isabella Anderson 2 

Jennie DaYia ,. 2 
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Adda M Olney 

Lulu M Kerr 

liinuie C spencer 

Bird Rider 

X^ura O Alcock 

Mary Andrew 

li!nretft Andrew 

Annie V Hill 

Mollie Rvan 

Phcebio Drtbele 

A F lionnr 2 

W S Mann 2 

"Charles Fouty 3 

T B Hurk 2 

Thomrts i Anderson 2 

H A Withers 2 

"W T Cochran 2 

US Allerman 2 



Mrtttle Paxton 2 

Juliett E Cray 2 

Laura K Fleming 2 

Kmma Spiller 2 

A <; IJuteher 8 

RDJ Kchols 8 

S S (Jwinn 8 

W B King 3 

TH Morris 8 

I) OMosena 3 

D M Weigle 8 

Emmica L Clay 8 

Clara Mount 8 

Letha R Curtis 8 

Minnie Smith 8 

Alice M Stngg 3 

Annie M Williams 8 

Mary Brown 8 



WOOD COUNTY FOR 1884.— Samuel T. Stapleton, Sup'L 

I herewith hand you the annual report of the condition of educa- 
tion in the county of Wood, for the school year beginning July 1, 
1883, and ending June 30, 188 i. I think you will find it in the main 
correct, or as nearly so as one is able to secure from the imperfect 
reports made by district secretaries. , 

The schools of the county were all in session during the school 
year just closed, in all of which good work, with but few exceptions, 
was done. The result was no doubt largely owing to the persistent 
-effort on the part of the Board of Examiners to raise the standard 
of scholarc*hip of the teachers of the county, together with the most 
-excellent institutes provided for our county by yourself, at the last 
of which two hundred and twelve teachers were in attendance. 

TEACHERS AND GRADE OP THEIR CERTIFCATES. 



TJ S Alleman 

T J Anderson 

W W Bibbe 

€T Ho^gfcss 

J W Barnett 

A F Boniir 

RDJ Kchols 

AC Farnaworth 

J W Gwiun 

J H Holt 

Pierce Lovett 

A .1 Minx 

O A Meyer 

R BNusselter 

A L Martin 

David Martin 

D McAllister 

-J A Sheets 

J E White 

W E Ward 

K N Woodyard 

Lenox Archer 2 

T A Bunch 2 

Alexander Boso 2 

John W Barnett 2 

rr BBurk 2 

MM Bibbe 2 

A II Ballard 2 

WT Cochran 2 

David Cougleton 2 

R A Conner 2 

J B Clempson 2 

H S Corbly „ 2 

JED Clayton 2 



Mary A Camp 

Sarah E( line 

M BDabele 

Kate Ebert 

Carrie EGlines 

KllaGray 

Minnie Heatherly 

Annie V HiU 

Belle Hall 

Nettie Leacthnian 

Lillie Leavitt 

Eunice C Meyer 

Alice Manuel 

Jennie Moss 

Mapgie Price 

Bertha Pride 

Bird Kider 

Mary A Satow 

Carrie Stephens 

Maggie A Stapleton 

Lulu MoGee ;... 

Linnie R McCusick 

Hattie W McCusick 

Brassie Pennybacker 

Lucy Woofter 

V W^ebb 

Weinberger 

Annie Williams 

Eunice Andrew 2 

CoraS Brown 2 

LE Bufllngton 2 

Addie M Burk 2 

Hartie L Bumgardner 2 

Alice Cougleton 2 
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H S Dye 2 

R D J Echols 2 

Levi Freshwater 2 

Isaac T Fisher 2 

W8 Mann 2 

D O Mosina 2 

T.H Morris 2 

C <: Miller 2 

D Willis Shafer 2 

Daniel White 2 

W E Woofter 2 

Arthur Buekner.„ 3 

M M Bibbe 3 

G W Grant 3 

B S Gwinn 3 

M F Gwinn 3 

W B King 3 

Perry Low 3 

Robert McPherson 3 

William J Wharton 3 

D M Wigal 3 

J M Young. 3 

MaryS Allman 

Eureta Andrew 

Mary Andrew 

Laura O Alcock 

Maggie Anderson 

Isabella Anderson 

Mary E Anderson 

Luta A Barber 

Viola E Barrett 

Maggie A Barrett ^ 

Dixie Cook 

LinaE Carter 



RosaDilworth 2 

Dora Dunham a 

Dora Dare 2 

Georgie Dabele 2 

Kate Evans 2 

Ella Gray 2 

Fannie Hardwick 2 

Clara Hardwick 2 

Julia Haislep 2 

Hattie A Hill 2 

Maggie Hughes 2 

GoraLoachman 2 

Clara Mount 2 

Nintie Moore 2 

Bird Rider 2 

Minnie Smith 2 

Clara E Stevenson 2 

Minnie Smith 2 

Alice M Stage 2 

Annie M Williams 2 

V Webb 2 

Dora A Allman 3 

Euniio Andrew S 

Kittie E Bailey S 

Kate F Colville 3 

'Dora Dare 3 

Houser Fank 3 

E B Johnt<on S 

Malda McKee 3 

Isabella Prickett ^ 3 

Sophia Smith 3 

*lennie Walker 3 

Jessie Pennybacker 1 



' WYOMING COUNTY FOR 1883.— P. Lambert, SupH. 

My report has been delayed by the county commissioners allow- 
ing the sheriff till the 15th of August to settle with Barker's Ridge 
district. That was a death-knell to all. There has not been a com- 
plete settlement in a single district this year. I talked with J. L. 
Stafford, our prosecuting attorney, and asked him to help me in the 
matter of reporting promptly, which depended upon the settlement 
and district reports. I had to go and get up the statement of Huf 
district, which caused further delay. Our institute instructors and 
teachers for this and last year have been good and faithful workers 
in the cause of education. I hope the Legislature will make a law 
compelling school oflScers from a member of a District Board to 
County Superintendent to faithfully discharge their duty or be 
removed from oflBce. 

There is a pending evil in the management of granting certifi- 
cates. There will be bad teachers holding No. 1 certificates good for 
four years. There will also be good teachers holding No. 1, 2 and 
3 certificates, good for one year only. There are absolute and limi- 
ted monarchies, and all kinds of monopolies, though the greatest 
evil is the oflBce-holder corporation. There is but one way to keep 
the matchless system of Free Schools in a good, healthy condition, 
and that is to keep it from being treaded on at the ballot-box or 
becoming a swindling machine through personal friendship. Any 
teacher who wishes to teach school can well afford to give one day 
and $1 for an examination each year. His moral character for 
teaching may have fled the Board that examined him, may have 
been elected by his influence. 

Things of tliis kind are coming under my personal notice, which 
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compels me to say I am in favor of a good, fair examination each 
year. The people will say this is freedom and equal rights to all. 
I am a teacher and expect to teach. I am the teacher's friend, also 
the tax-payer's friend, and wish the best application of taxes for 
educational purposes. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Ellio Stone „ I 

Uu Cook 2 

L M Poe 1 

James R Godfrey 1 

Riifiis Farley 2 

Joseph Chambers 1 

James Churabere 1 

EP HaU 3 

Tauter Cook 3 

E8ta Hatfield 3 

J n Stewan 1 

J A Gnnnoe 1 

Dan Gunnoe 1 

James Cook 2 

L LChambers 1 

M L Stone 1 

P Walker 1 

CS Canterberry 1 

L H Bailey 3 

C B White 1 

Mathias Bailey 3 

RJ Marshall 2 

B E Wills 3 

LS Brooks 2 

1 J Cook 2 



M E Gunnoe - 

F Goode 1 

James 11 Cook i 

MF Cook 1 

M E Marshall 2 

J F Harvey 2 

Chast Prewit l 

EJStroni? 3 

Isaac Lambert 3 

Robert Cook (col'd) 8 

A MeClure 2 

LShanoii 1 

G vv Hovveston 3 

R McKinney 3 

R B Lester 2 

H M Cline 3 

Lewis Cook 2 

I F NVulker 2 

Wm G Lusk g 

J K Smith (col'd) 

P Lambert ., 

T J Cooper 

M W Pendrey .'." 

C Preston 

J D Smith .*; 2 



WYOMING COUNTY FOR 1884- D. C. Bailey, Sup'L 

In submitting my report it is with much embarrassment that I 
present the statistics. 

I am sorry to have cause to complain of our secretaries and 
Boards of Education, but failures of the Boards to complete settle- 
ments with the sheriffs, and secretaries to report needed informa- 
tion, Inakes it very hard to attempt a correct report. Though I 
think ill the main you will find it as correct as I can get it. 

The school work of this county is decidedly a progressive work. 
The grades of our teachers has much improved, and their work in 
school-room is as much elevated. 

I regard the institute work of our State as an incalculable value 
to our teachers and schools. 

The systems of Governing and Teaching suggested by Prof. J. A. 
Watson, conductor of our institute last year, was engrafted into 
many of our schools with amazing success. 

Their disappointment in not obtaining Prof. Watson again this 
year was only in name, and not in the zealous and efficient work in 
our institute this year by Siipt. J. W. Hinkle, of Greenbrier. And I 
would add, that it is the desire of our teachers to have Prof. Hinkle 
conduct our institute next year. 

I do not approve of the itinerating system of teaching in our 
State, but do think that our School Boards should be instructed to 
retain a teacher at the same school, as long as his work is satis- 
factory. 

As there seems to be some dissatisfaction among our teachers 
It 
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with regard to our text book on United States history, I would 
therefore recommend a change, and would .suggest the adoption of 
Higgenson's Young Folks' HUUmj of the United States for this grade, 
as I believe it to be as good or the best book on this branch that I 
have examined. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



L M Poe 4yrs 

James »i Cook 4 yrs 

Dan Gunnoe 4 yrs 

James A Gunnoe 4 yrs 

James H Stewart 4 yrs 

EE Stone 4 yrs 

J R Godfrey 4 yrs 

Fountain Goode.. 4 yrs 

T J Cooker 4 yrs 

Chas S« anterbury 4 yrs 

Wm Stewart 1 

W G Cook 1 

WS Ranch 2 

LP Cook 2 

A vv Cook 1 

MF Cook 1 

Wm Canterbury 1 

RufusF Farley 1 

Irven J Cook 2 

LeviR Hash 3 

James <>ook 1 

Ed Sarver 2 

John W Mitchell 3 

Emanuel Green 3 

Jamss H Dunn 1 



James F Harvey i 

Phil Lambert i 

RB Lester 8 

J B Day 8 

Isaac Lambert S 

Wm ROsburn l 

M L Stone i 

HMCline i 

Mathers Bailey n. 2 

WmT Sarver l 

Chas Preston l 

J D Smith 2 

L L Shannon l 

L S Brooks l 

Lantee Cook i 

Martha Godfrey 2 

Mellie Marshall l 

Fannie Marshall 2 

Mintie Cook , 2 

Ellen Gunnoe l 

Jennie B Bane 2 

Mary Walker 2 

CO Godfrey 2 

Extra Meda Hatfield 2 



*BRAXTON COUNTY FOR 1883.— Jos. A. Pierson, SupH, 

I herewith submit my second annual report of the schools of Brax- 
ton county for the school year ending June 30, 1883. Some of the 
secretaries were late in reporting on account of the settlement with 
the sheriff. 

The county is divided into six school districts — Otter, Birch, Salt 
Lick, Holly, Kanawha and the Independent District of Sutton. 
These, with the exception of the last named, are sub-divided, form- 
ing eighty-eight sub-districts up to the year 1883. There were eighty- 
eight schools taught in the past school year. Otter district built 
four new school houses during the year. There is about five or six 
new houses now under contract, which will make ninety-three or 
ninety-four schools to be taught in the school year of 1883-4. The 
public school system is not yet perfect. It is easy to find objections, 
for there are many things that might be changed for the better. 
Time is necessary for the completion of the work that has been so 
nobly begun. No State is yet satisfied with her schools, and im- 
provements are continually being made. The ideal school of the 
future is yet far from being realized, but every year it is approach- 
ing nearer. The schools are becoming more popular ; better teach- 
ers are employed, and better work is being done and I presume if 
wages were better we would still have better teachers and better 
schools. Everything is judged by its fruit, and with fair opportu- 
nities we do not fear the result. The free school is the best method 



'^'Superintendent Pierson kindly duplicated the lost report, but it reached me too late to be 
printed in its proper order.— State Superintendent. 
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yet introduced for universal education ; the only safeguard for re- 
publican institutions. ''We must educate, or we perish." An edu- 
cated citizen is a financial success to the State ; and, as a mere ques- 
tion in political economy, that State is wise that spends money 
freely on her public schools. Educated labor is economical. In- 
telligence is the best safeguard against pauperism and crime, and 
without the free schools knowledge would be to many a sealed book. 
It is not best to rest satisfied with the schools ; they may be im- 
proved. Friendly criticism may do much good. All should lend 
their influence in correcting evils and upholding the good. But 
there are some persons, who, in criticizing the public schools, long 
for the schools of the pa>t. They prefer the schools of forty years 
ago, with all their crudities to the graded 'schools of the present. 
They see no good only in the past. I would recommend that the 
several Boards of Education place in each school a copy of Web- 
ster's Unabridged Dictionary as a standard of pronunciation. Also 
that the Legislature insert Barnes' Brief History of the United 
States. I further recommend that the Legislature reduce the school 
month to twenty days. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



L J Chlnoweth 2 

C B Floyd 1 

Grace Gorrell - 2 

R J Huffman 1 

<J J Hayhurst 3 

BA Heater 1 

Carrie Wiesenfeld 1 

A B Wain 2 

JR Chapman 2 

J L Fisher 2 

Johns Garee l 

EC Garee l 

JL Hayhurst 3 

BP HaU 1 

J GPerrine 1 

HO Ross 1 

J N Rusmisel 1 

8S Stonestreet 1 

J 8 Salisbury 2 

JP Rollyson 2 

W F Duffield 1 

VV Gibson 2 

R J Gibson 2 

NBHamric 1 

HH Pierson 1 

Alamander Hamric 1 

J JStalnakt-r 1 

J W Cook 2 

James A Pierson 1 

Lucy Hayhurst 3 

B T Carney 2 

J J Greene 2 

BM HaU 2 

S E Haymond 3 

CD Stout 1 



MoUle VVilloughby 2 

S BBowyer 1 

J Dell 1 

W H Green 1 

G R Gibson 2 

w H McCauley 1 

WT Napier 1 

J MStutler 1 

G C Squires 2 

C W Ware 1 

M E Berry 1 

Vena Berry 1 

M A Daly 1 

Ilettie nickman 2 

A J Haymond 3 

S C Squires 2 

G M Berry 1 

J MCutlip 1 

J E Cutlip 2 

Alex Dulin 1 

\Vm M McCoy 1 

1) S Morton 1 

R M Gross 2 

(• E Berry j 

TJ Hosey 1 

W R Ruckman 2 

E C Hawkins 1 

John P Berry i 

F W Queen 'i 

•\ W Friend 2 

J L Liggett ;. 2 

Amos Bright i 

ES Bland i 

John J Young 2 



MARTINSBURG CITY FOR 1883.— Wm. Gerhardt, Sujj'L 

I have found much difficulty in filling up this report, owing to the 
reports of the several schools not being as full as this blank requires. 
The confused and careless record my predecessor left me, of the ex- 
penses, &c., of the schools for first four months of the term. I have 
included Superintendent's salary in the expenses of the teachers' 
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fund, and the janitor's salaries, and expense of whitewashing school 
buildings and fences, which is quite an item in the Building Fund 
expenses. I hope the above report will prove satisfactory, as it is 
as full and complete as I can make it, from the returnp made me by 
the teachers and ex-secretary. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



GBAMMAR SCHOOL. 



FOURTH WARD. 



William Gerhardt, 1 

Jennie Ditto i 

Rebecca Kratz 1 

Annie HiU 1 

Kate Aheru 1 

SECOND WARD. 

W A Pitzer 1 

AnnieO'Neal 1 

Emma Hughes 1 

BetUe Day 1 

THIRD WARD. 

O F Ryneal 1 

Jennie Alburtis '. I 

Lottie McKee 1 

Lulie Muth 1 



J L K Combs 1 

Lilly Matthews 1 

Florence Couchmau 1 

JeBsie McElroy 1 

FIFTH WARD. 

Alice V Wilson i 

Jennie E Mann l 

Miunie Blocker i 

COLORED. 

J R Clifford l 

John Corsey 1 



MARTINSBURG CITY FOR 1884.— Wm. Gerhardt, SupH. 



The items in reference to many of our schools are incomplete, 
this is especially the case in reference to the colored school. I trust 
you will find the within report sufficiently accurate for all practical 
purposes, as it is the best one I can make from the reports received 
from the teachers. 



teachers and grades op THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



GBAMMAR SCHOOL. 



POCBTH WARD. 



William Gerhardt , 4 yrs 

Jennie Ditto 4 yrs 

Annie O'Neal 4 yrs 

Kate Ahem 2 

Annie Uill ..4 yrs 

SECOND WARD. 

W A Pitzer 4 yrs 

Lot«ie McKee 1 

Lulu Muth 1 

Bettie Day 1 

THIRD WARD. 

O F Hynenl 4 yra 

Jennie Alburtis 4 yrs 

Minnie Blocker 1 

Kate Batcmun 1 



J L E Combs 4 jm 

Lillle Matthews 4 yrs 

Florence Couchmau 1 

Jessie McElroy i 

FIFTH WARD. 

Alice V WIlFon 4 yrs 

Jennie E Mann \ 

Ada Kodrick i 

COLORED SCHOOL. 

J R Clifford 4yTi 

Henry Carter „ i 
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CITY OF WHEELING FOR 1883— John M. Birch. Sup't, 

(No Written Report). 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



WASniNGTON SCHOOL 



Miss M P Hnrpcr 

'• MaryCRvrtu 

•' Sal lie Kobinson . 
" Allies McLurc... 
•• Alice V Oxtobv... 

*' Laurn Krcw 

•* Tillie McDonald. 
" Mary Arbutbnot. 
•* Ada B Greer 

Mollie Frnncis.... 

Marv E Hart 

Minnie While .... 

Annie Todd 

Mollie B Kuhn... 



41 
4< 



MADI-ON SCUOOL. 



Mr A M Stevenson 

Miss Ella Dillon 

•• Julia M Wiley 

" P'mma Snowden... 

•• RIdaLDean 

•• Agnes C Dillon.... 

•• Kare Flail 

" Ella R Greer 

" Mary Faris 

" Mlnta Foster 

" Hannali Whalley. 

" Annie Thoburu.... 



COLORED SCHOOL. 

Mr James H Jones 1 

Mrs F Leona Gaskins 1 

Miss Carrie M Harrison 1 

CLAY SCHOOL. 



Miss S J Meholin 

*• Emma J Stepliens ... 

" Mattie Stout 

" Mary A Da vies 

•• Mary E Jeffers 

Mrs Miriam Dean 

Miss Marv A Bailie 

•• Lizzie M .Swift 

" Lizzie McKenuan 

*' Jane McColloch 

Mrs Maggie C Griffith 

Miss Ella C Hervey 

Virginia L Hopkins 
Fannie P Brady 



«« 



UNION SCHOOL. 



Mr William H Anderson. 
Miss Jane Anderson 

*• LncindaSims 

" Annie Ewing 

'* Lizzie Downs 

'* Maria Ellingham 

*' Georgie Pender 

*' Amy ('haplinc 

•• H Way Britt 



Miss Mnttie Gibson 

•• Sallie 'Ihoburn 

*• Lizzie D Carmack , 

" M Lou McColloc-h, 

*• Klbi Kobinson , 

" Matti« (Jrowther.... 

*• Laura McCouuell.. 



CENTRE SCHOOL. 



MrHC Shepherd 

Miss SL Stout 

•♦ Ada B Drake 

" Cornelia R Hamilton. 

" Julia PWilsqn 

" Annie Moran 

•* MavC Black 

•• Kd«laE Jiingell 

" Anna W Boyd 

•• Laura UpdcgralF. 

" M Louise Butler 

*' Augusta Handlan 

*• Lizzie G Woods 



wicbsteh school. 



MrFHCrago 

Miss Lizzie Clohan 

" Mary Reppctto 

" Mary Morrison 

" Ida Richards 

" Retta Wolvington 

•* Mary Hughes 

" Anna Work 

Mrs Lizzie Dunbar 

Miss Lizzie ('ross 

•' Kate Todd 

'* Lizzie Hamilton.., 

" KateEWeitzei 



RITCHIE SCHOOL. 



MrJCGwynn 

Miss J II Greenlee 

" Marv Buron 

" Sarah A Scott 

" Annie Reeves 

" L Dccie Hamilton.. 

" SLCallendine 

Mrs M Belle Kain 

Miss Emma Turk , 

•• Kate M Stecn 

" Mary Beshore 

•' Annie Brown 

•• Lillian C Jones 

'• Ella J Stephens 

Mrs Josie F Rose 

Mi.ss Virginia Whiteside. 



GERMAN DEPARTMENT. 



Miss Louisa Mann 

" LenaRiegel 

" Emma Stroehlein. 



1 

1 

1 

Anna Looser 1 



CITY OF WHEELING— John M Birch, Suft. 



After compiling all statistics and reviewing the work which has 
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come before us, we can write progress on the efforts put forth for 
the improvement of the Wheeling schools since the last report. A 
retrospect of the work of the last two years can but afford gratifica- 
tion to all engaged therein. That the schools have done good work 
cannot be contradicted, and I renew my acknowledgment of obliga- 
tion to the principals, teachers and members of the Board of Edu- 
cation for their support in all efforts to enhance the prosperity and 
well-being of the schools. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFCATES 



WASHINGTON SCHOOL. 



Miss M P Harper 

Mrs BC Ryan 

Miss Sal lie Robinson ... 
" Agnes McClure .... 

" Laura Frew 

•• Mary Arbuthnot.. 
•* TiUie McDonald . 
" MoUie H Francis. 

Ada B Greer 

Mary E Hart 

Minnie White 

Annie L Todd 

MoUio B Kubn .... 
Kate B Roberts.... 



44 
14 



l< 



4( 



MADISON SCHOOL. 



Mr A M Stevenson 

Miss Julia M Wiley 

" Emma S Anderson. 
Mrs M D Copenhaven ... 
Miss Rida L Dean 

Virginia Norton.... 

Kate P Hall 

Mary Faris 

Ella R Greer 

Minta Foster 

Hannnb Whally.... 

Annie Thoburn .... 



<< 



<( 



COLORED SCHOOL. 

Mr. .Tames H Jones 1 

MrsELeona Gaskins 1 

Mi8.s Carrie M Harrison 1 

CLAY SCHOOL. 
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Miss S J Mebolin , 

Emma Stephens 

Mattie Stout 

" Mary Davles 

" Mary Jeffers 

Mrs Miriam Dean 

Miss Mary A Bailie 

•* Klla Hervey 

'• Lizzie McKenuan 

" Jane McC'olloch 

'• Mrs MC Griffith 

Miss Virginia L Hopkins. 

Lizzie Swift 

Fannie P Brady 



44 



UNION SCHOOL. 



Mr Wm H Andei*son.... 
Miss Jane Anderson.... 

" LucindaSims , 

" Georgia Pender 

" Lizzie Downs 

" Maria Ellingham. 

" Amv Chapline .... 

•• H Mav Britt 

*• Sallie J Thoburn.. 



Miss Lizzie D Carmack 

" Ella Robinson 

" Mattie Crowther... 

" MLMcColloch 

" Laura McConnell 

" Jessie Wicard 

" Grace English 



CENTRE SCHOOL. 



MrHC Shepherd 

Miss Edda Bingell 

" Ada Drake. 

" Cornelia Hamilton... 

" Julia Wilson 

" Annie Moran 

" May C Black 

Mrs Lizzie M Dunbar 

Miss Annie W Boyd 

*' Laura R Updegraff... 

" M Louise Butler 

" Augusta R Handlan. 

" Lizzie G Woods 



WEBSTER SCHOOL 



Mr J C Gwynn 

MissE Clohan 

•• Mary Reppetto 

Mary Morrison 

IdaM Richards 

Retta Wolvington. 

Mary Hughes 

Annie L Work 

KateEWeitzel 

Lizzie Cross 

Kate Todd 

Lizzie Hamilton... 

Emma Bowlin 



44 
44 



44 
44 



44 



RITCHIE SCHOOL. 



Mr F II Crngo 

Miss J A Greenlee 

•• MA Baron 

" Sarah Scott 

•♦ L Decie Hamilton... 

Mrs Belle Kain 

Miss Lillian C ifones 

" Emma Turk 

" Kate MSteen 

*' Marv E Beshore 

*• Virginia Whiteside. 

" Bertha Rosenberg... 

" Anna Brown 

•• Ella J Stephens 

Mrs Josie F Rose 

" Belle Divine 

" Sallie Ford 



GEUMAN DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Louise Mann 1 

" Lena Riegel 1 

** P:ramaStroehlein 1 

" Anna Looser 1 



STATISTICAL AND FINANCIAL TABLES 



FOR THE 



SCHOOL YEARS 



ENX>IirO 



JUNE 30, 1882-3 AND 1883-4. 
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FKEB SCHOOLS. 



TABLE K. — Disbursements of the Building Fund, — Continued. 



COUNTIES. 



Barbour 

Herkelcy . ... 

liDoue 

Braxton 

Brooke 

Cnbell 

Calhoun 

riav 

Doddridge .. 

KHyelte 

Gilmer 

Grant 

Greenbrier.. 
Hampshiro . 
ilanoook .... 

tiardy 

Harrison .... 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Kanawha.... 

Lewis 

Lincoln 

Lojrrtu.. 

Marion 

Marshall 

Mason 

Mercer 

Mineral 

Monongalia. 

Monroe 

Moi-^an 

McDowell.... 

Nichola.s 

Ohio 

Pendleton.... 



Plea.«»antR..., 

Poi^ahotus 

Preston 

Putnam 

Raloigli 

Randolph 

Ritchie 

Roane 

Sunimers 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Tyler 

Upshur 

Wayne 

Webster 

Wetzel 

Wirt 

Wood 

Wyoming 

Martin-bur^.. 
Wheeling 



Cn.\RGK3 ON BUILDING FUND FOR DELINQUKNTS, &c. 



For delinouent 
list of real and 
personal prop- 
erty. 



1883 



Tot«lR i\nxr,> HI 



20 

24 

:i() 

737 

I 

100 

207 

40 

9M 

2.12 

102 

5 

14 

21 

10 

1 

127 

2U4 

42 

077 

28:l 

1,71)1 

575 

41 

38 

131 

4 

27 

M 

15 

Gl 

203 

226 

10 

19 

141 

19 

73 

54 

402 

400 

150 

125 

45 

104 

3G(> 

24 

25 

203 

902 

240 

lOi 

290 



00 

11 

^A 
2 

:v> 
ni 

72 
77 
C'l 
37 
5s 

83 

5: 

(-.6 

3.^1 

71 

9.-1 

02 

02 

87 

01 

G7 

93 

09 

G 

(Ml 

40 

51 

9f) 

791 

7«; 

31 

35 

56 

35 

7f. 

761 

73 

73 

(W 

80 

87 

39 

14 

79 

OS 

89 

:M 

71 

2«'. 

87 

00 



J 7 22 
8i GO 



1884 



28 

20 

15 

737 

4 

107 

46G 

128 

154 

1.10G 

90 

4 

23 

211 

18 

1 

88 

831 

41 

1,500 

305 

1,102 

2,808 

G(> 

36 

1,197 

5 

21 

7 

10 

37 

899 

203 

12 

4 

22 

19 

88 

('•6 

510 

400 

2G3 

IGl 

126 

9() 

401 

21 

414 

LV3 

2,018 

578 

3G1 

327 

17 

17 

42 



49 
4 

4:: 
2v 

0! 

37 

Hi 



74 

65 

08 

06 

10 

16 

H 

05 

00 

4. 

49 

W 

06 

18 

59 

91 

28 

67 

73 

49 

68 

91 

25 

88 

75 

36 

26 

23 

81 

71 

75 

89 

6h 

44 

59 

79 

57 

02 

3.> 

80 

8J 

20 

.'Hi 

8.*^ 

:i5 



42 
3:> 



For Exonerations. 



1883 




91 

40 61 

4 44 

52 93 



49 
2 
5 
1 
1 



76 
19 
9. 
(i5 
33 



.57 
12 



30 1 
32 79 

1 

4 

12 08 

19 68 

306 65 

41 21 



4 00 

75 &(► 

258 23 

4) 85j 



8 57 

100 (K> 

22 »9 

12 34 



57 421 

5 55 

8 87 

8 771 

74 

35 321 



8U 

27 12 
10 55 

28 16 
4 11 



23 52 
15 8() 
43 31 



Gl 14 

36 69 

211 02 



141 69 



1884 



S 104 09 



2 67 



5 80 
12 56 



25 02 
20 59 
•25 45 



For tuition of 
transferred pu- 
pilii. 



1883 



I 79 
99 20 



7 70 



29 12 
3 19 
8 52 

8 95 

2 00 
29<> 87 

9 94 

3 21 
7 08 
2 5(i 

11 15 



23 65 
38 4) 



48 17 

15 53 

99 30 

28 07 

4 38 

7 14 

1 37 

'20 GO 

G9 54 



80 

21 87 

16 05 

1 44 



40 
70 20 
26 70 
52 OT) 



GO 82 
158 80 
138 44 



195 21 



30 W 



7 25 

247 UG 

30 81 



1884 



5 26 T^ 



23 77 
9G 01 



295 33 
67 55 



4 24 
255 77 

28 12 



5G 05 
27 62 



70 37 



100 52 



15 30 



54 G9 



25 lb 



12 Ol 



30 G4 



•« IV.niS 19 * 1 91« 28 * I. .526 93 ? 1.749 :« i 911 20 $ t4.:M10 41 



2 80 



5 GO 
9 00 



28 59 
35 80 



1-22 14 



77 37 

32 50 

1 20 

12 15 



••••• •••« 



81G 57 



33 50 



24 00 
5 82 



39 IG 
2l'7» 



Total for delin- 
quents, &c. 



1883 



6i 
2. 
7; 
0^ 



70 
GO 



51 IG 
158 9*. 

31 
737 
197 
141 
212 08 
129 65 
294 53 
254 84 
108 29 

14 48 
2G3 22 

82 5:^ 

43 45 

26 69 
227 84 
307 03 

61 
1,579 

392 63 
1,791 01 
679 67 
121 77 
552 09 
205 64 
4 00 

30 97 
170 56 

66 47 

77 13 
203 
296 

67 

25 
150 22 

28 53 
175 02 

90 05 
402 73 
401 48 
193 31 
136 42 

73 55 
162 9^ 
3G(> 79 

48 21 > 

GG 93 
246 (K) 
962 
301 
242 
501 



76 
71 
77 
11 



71 
40 



17 -22 
224 29 



18»4 



24 
11 
17 



159 30 
20 43 
1-29 94 
737 22 
44 47 
119 93 
46G 84 
128 01 

179 76 
1,430 C4 

115 53 
9 66 

39 88 

20 16 
47 28 

4 

125 

876 

43 49 

1,919 97 

315 00 

1,105 42 

2,875 67 

69 47 

124 80 

1,2:W 17 

30 58 

75 05 

7 68 

10 91 

85 42 

915 41 

803 05 

40 4S 
864 

29 37 

21 21 
4-25 88 
13G29 
510 89 
401 48 
818 81 

180 G4 
128 23 

96 57 

401 42 

121 52 

447 32 

205 87 

2.087 36 

639 38 

545 46 

465 79 

17 33 

17 42 

72 97 



f 2I.'»H« 32 
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TABLE K.—DieOurecmmlnof Suildiug _Oin!/.— Continued, 







TOTALS ASD BaLaKCES OF IILULDIKG 


.■O.ND. 




c<,„x.™. 


TntBl Jim 
burHMl f 

CI"" 


a bulliTliig 


,.,„,„ 


Rnlmiro III thplrcnsnij' 


lij- i.ouidi. 




]ffi3 


ISSI 


1S83 


4^7*' 

IMS 


!6f3 


1S.M 


Burbour 


' •'11 

S.41I 71 

1^ 

7'Ay: .■>-! 

•',SS 

11 
ISi 

■1.771 63 
8,347 M 

6 Wl SI 
a.47f 1_:1 

B.MO; Tj 
ilea-. .1, 

-.gjv 

U,«U63 


'if 

■i'SM 71 
n,*i73 C' 

4 IU7 n 
i.iin «• 

bj-ii i 

G.13U 41 
10.NW 0-J 
IS.iPi! If. 

ill 

o.ajaai 
■i.-mw 

fl,43K 41 
2,47X91 
8.B47 5t 

c'tjb H. 
8,371 01 


« l,fM -X 


1 -Am ft-i 


1 B-J^' 


lii 




".; 


^s 




61!) ua 


1.7(17 K. 

ill 

i,fmT2 

4GHD1 

LXii Ml 
I.Tltt Ui 

l^aHTii 

i.mr, 

7C7 3I 

lii 

1,(1111 ^4 
741 l'' 

'tui iv 
J, (in w 

lis 

i.iKH i; 

KBl 4B 
S.'238 7n 

Wl 41 

l,7S3 4S 




rjg"!!::::::: 


m'fl 




■an 










H 1( 














l.Ulfi K 

vsfiai- 
HM* m 

8.WJ7 71 

11 
■si 

1,44'J 47 
IIH Ml 

i.r.ii ;ii 
3,iw :;i 
Sr«9 7c 
W3 11 

til 


7M 






131100 


EST",":-::::: 


KM IT 

li 


2m u 

34 10 

400 in 


lincoln- „ 




2.'J47 IM 

"liajo'ft 








L'7 31 
UO -■] 

JI17 CI 

47 li 


:u4D 

4U78 
















44 01 

"w"S 

4Mi"h7 

■■11 


K"?..r.: 


LKMaa 


Sil&k-r: 




Igff.'iiz: 


I,D<J4 HA 


See 


JMM 
C6 0fi 


Wirt. __ 


2,&jBaii 

4.307 31) 


■■■■■jirm 


*7D 














tfl,7(IU l» 
1 !lHi,2W « 


13,'2*l« (HJ 




LtOB »-, 




TnlBl 


rc^^T^. 


r-j;^2 


^3 031174 
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FREE SCHOOLS. 



TABLE L. 
Cost of Education per Capita per Term. 



COUNTIES. 



Brtrbonr.... 
Berkeley... 

Boone 

Braxton .... 

Brooke 

Cabell 

Calhonn .... 

Clay 

Do<ldridKe. 

Fayette 

Oilmer 



Grant 

Greenbrier.... 
Hampshire... 

Hancock 

Hardy .'. 

Harrison 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Kanawha 

Lewis 

Lincoln 

Logan 

Marion 

Marshall 

Mason 

Mercer 

Mineral 

Monongalia 

Monrot* 

Morgan 

^IcDowell 

Nicholas 

Ohio 

Pendleton 

Pleasants 

Pocahontas 

Preston 

Pntnam 

Raleigh 

Randolph 

Ritchie 

Roane. 

Snmmers 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Tyler 

Upshur 

Wayne 

Webster 

Wetzel 

Wirt 

Wood 

Wyoming 

Martinsburg (;ity 
Wheeling City 

Totals 



••«••■•• 



INCLUDING ALL EXPENSES. 



a 
o o 

|3 



1881 



(ih 
18 
79 
09 
V.' 
If. 
3 59 

3 a*. 

3 G! 

4 (Y2 

2 5( 

5 (il 
4 34 

3 T 
7 17 



3 
4 

4 
5 
4 
4 



14 

7h 

2ft 

i( 

M 



■ 



1884 



sn 



4 
G (i7 

3 C:. 

4 13 



3 1.^ 



3:i 

99 

62 

45 

2-1 

7: 

Gl 

G<-- 

31 

4! 

G 
G 3: 
5 03 
9 (V" 
5 79 
4 S> 
4 C: 



•i-t o 

C S3 S 
OS "^ 



S 



1884 



G 90 
13 01 

G 77 
G 2S 
T2 41 
10 3o 
8 51 
8 G7 
7 7^ 

10 8( 
7 Oi 

11 44 
10 50 

7 9^ 
15 GT) 

8 51 ; 
10 2G 

G 22 

17 38 

10 54 

8 13 

8 72 



Including Teachers Salaries and 
Current Expenses only. 






S 



1884 



2 8;. 
4 5-. 
2 58 

2 Gl 
6 57 

3 6.* 
2 41 

2 4J- 

3 04 



2 
2 

4 



r-. 
G( 



3 G 

3 13 

G g: 

2 7;- 



3 
3 
4 



8?, 

9( 

5-.' 



3 3t 
3 Sf. 
2 71 



00 o 



1884 



3 5( 
5 8t 
3 21 
8 54 
7 7.- 
5 31 
3 11 
3 87 
3 91 



0( 

7}- 



G 2: 

5 3^ 

4 o; 

8 7.- 

4 08 

5 07 
4 4< 
8 51 
4 6< 
4 K' 
3 9i. 



>7l 



c 

a; 



CS 4^ 



1884 



5 83 

11 28 

6 08 
6 37 

13 33 
9 19 

6 74 

7 69 

6 (>3 

7 46 
6 73 
9 8*2 

8 86 

6 65 

14 47 

7 46 

8 18 
G 49 

14 96 
834 

6 97 

7 34 



3 5( 
5 01 

4 27 
9 3^ 

5 1( 
3 8^ 



4 8G 
G 8-1 

5 3' 
12 4S 



7 
4 



7 31 
12 22 

8 31 
21 50 
12 4i 

7 12 



3 07 



33 
85 
'M 
07 



3 41 



3 97 
5 91 

4 11 
9 17 

5 3. 
4 i: 



603 
10 55 

9 25 
15 42 

8 48 

6 24 



2 9: 
G 7.' 

3 51' 
3 07 
3 91 



3 7«> 
10 04 

4 5(- 

4 41 

5 7i 



G 39 
18 24 

7 28 

8 01 
8 G4 



2 Gl 

5 8:^ 

3 Oo' 
3 47 
2 9}- 



4 17 
3 2J- 



5 27 
4 27 



9 G9 
G 92 



2 9*- 
2 7ft 



4 4«. 
3 32 

2 72 



5 
4 

4 



4 
4 
4 
4 



77 
11 

20 
21 



57 
'2M 
09 
G 92 
5 42 
53 
So 



8 55 

5 72 

C 50 

10 98 



2 74 
2 7ft 
4 45 



75 
75 



G2 
G4 
6 25 



8 Ot 

7 01 

n 17 

10 59 



3 14 
2 32 

2 37 

3 5ft 
3 35 
3 Ifi 
2 95 
2 GO 
2 29 
2 2ft 



3 i^ 

8 n 

3 9( 

4 3?, 
4 41 



3 7^ 
3 61 



3 9? 

2 «1 
8 24 
5 \K- 

4 41 
4 15 

3 42 

3 74 

4 13 
3 26 



5 81 
15 86 

6 41 

7 79 
6 67 



6 95 
5 83 



(i as 

3 52 

5 59 
8 24 

6 31 

6 75 
5 75 

7 46 

8 80 
5 48 



G hft 
8 04 

5**92 

4 17 



9 01 

4 57 

'i2"35 

5 72 



13 44 
9 04 

"*14*i*2 

9 32 



5 01 

2 37 

*5*'39 

3 38 



G 88 

3 35 
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REPORT PRINCIPAL STORER COLLEGE, FOR COLORED 

TEACHERS. 

Stobeb Coujsge, Harpeb's Fbbby, W. Va., Dec. 1, 1884. 

Hon, B. L, Butcher^ State SupH of Free Schools, Wheeling, W. Va,: 

Dbar Sib: — ^When you made your first visit to Storer College in May, 
1881, we had just decided to discontinue thfe summer or teachers term, not 
for want of pupils, but for want of funds. We could no longer afford to 
carry the burden. Our summer term was an extra one, outside of the 
regular session, and so far as I am informed, the first one started for col- 
ored teachers, and the only one that has been carried on without State aid. 

It was started by Mrs. Brackett years ago, to help a small number of 
ambitious young teachers fit themselves to meet the advancing demands 
of their pupils. The work had long before outgrown her strength, and 
though the demand for it was still increasing, it was dying for want of 
material aid. Since that time, now four summers, from thirty to forty 
teachers have been pursuing their studies during the months of June and 
July, thus greatly increasing their capacity to do good work in the school 
room, who could not have been here but for your action at that time. The 
teachers' term at Storer owes its continued existence to the aid received 
from the State. 

Our summer term for teachers is not merely an institute where a com- 
pany of teachers is regaled with learned lectures and interesting experi- 
ments from exjperts, however important such exercises may be, but after 
tne first week, it is a school, where hard lessons are assigned, suited to the 
wants of the classes, and recitations are daily required. Those who are not 
willing to do honest work are not invited to come. 

The entire number who have so far entered the State department of 
Storer is seventy-five. Twelve of these have already graduated and are 
paying the State principle and interest for the small sum expended in their 
behalf. 

Twenty-six still remain in school and are generally making good pro- 
gress. Probably one half at least, of the members who have secured State 
aid, would not have been in school but for the aid received. Though the 
amount is small, it pays not only tuition and for the use of books, but room 
rent also. And as many of the students board themselves the necessary 
expenses are reduced to a low figure, often as low as thirty or forty dollars 
per school year of eight months. 

We have been conducting the school on the theory that it is better to 
bring the school within reach of many who are willing to help themselves 
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than to carry a few through a course of study mainly on charity. We take 
special pride in the self reliant and manly spirit of our graduates. You 
will not he surprised that a considerable number of those who have been 
commissioned by you have fallen out and failed to continue their course of 
study ; some for lack of means, some for lack of interest, and perhaps one 
or two for lack of ability. Others, on account of their poverty, have been 
able to stay in only a part of each session, thus taking two years to do one 
year's work ; but t think I can truthfully say that on the whole they have 
done well. 

In view of the manifest necessity of the work being done here, and the 
great cost of maintaining such a school, is it too much to hope thot ere long: 
the State will be induced to contribute more generously than it is now^ 
doing, which is scarcely a tenth of the necessary cost of maintaining such 
a school. Very respectfully, 

N* C4 Bbackett, 
Principal State Department of Storer College, 



REPOETS OF INSTITUTE INSTRUCTORS. 

PROF. JAMES W. JOHNSON'S REPORT. 

{Note^l had expected to have quite a number of reports of this character, but the instruct- 
ors were slow to respond to my invitations to make such reports, and the two following are all 
that have reached me.— State Sup't.) 

Hon, B, L. Butcher^ State SupH: 

Sir — In compliance with your request of September 5, 1884, that I 
would write a brief report of my institute work for the past four years, and 
the conclusions at which I have arrived from my observation of the work- 
ing of the free school system, I beg leave to submit the following : 

The three things which are absolutely indispensable in any successful 
system of popular education are : sound finance, perfect county supervis- 
ion, and properly-conducted, fair and impartial teachers' examinations. 

In those sections of the State with which I am acquainted financial 
matters are on a sound basis. Money is applied to the purposes for which 
it is appropriated by boards of education, and in sufficient amount. Many 
of the schools are kept open six months, and none that I know of less than 
four. Teachers' salaries, though apparently low, are commensurate with 
their qualifications, and in this part of the State will not be increased until 
the certificates granted by the examining boards mean more than they do 
at present. Public opinion, so far as I have been able to ascertain it, will 
favor an increase of salary as soon as each teacher's certificate is a true ex- 
ponent of his ability to teach. * 

Good county supervision can not at all times be secured under our sys- 
tem. The qualifications of the county superintendents are not measured 
by the requirements of law, but by the popularity of the candidate. After 
a superintendent is elected he enters upon the duties of his office, whether 
qualified or not ; and receives his pay all the same, whether he renders 
any service or not. In many cases counties would be much better off if 
the salary of the superintendent could be added to their school fund. To 
secure good county supervision it would be necessary that the law should 
be so changed as to place the appointing power in the hands of the State 
superintendent, and the powers of the county superintendent, which are 
at present only advisory, should be so extended as to enable him to compel 
teachers to instruct their pupils in the different branches required by law, 
and to use institute methods in their schools. Under the present law 
the county superintendent can make suggestions, but has no power to en- 
force anything. As soon as some plan is devised by the Legislature by 
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which qualified county supervision is secured, it will be well to pay county 
superintendents such salaries as will enable them to devote tlieir whole 
time to the work. The salary should depend on the number of inhabit- 
ants in each county, and not upon the number of schools kept open, as is 
now the case. 

The taxpayers of the State are interested in having teachers' examinations 
fairly and properly conducted, and in paying meritorious teachers salaries 
sufficient to keep them in the profession. Teachers' examinations are re- 
sponsible for the Iqw salaries now paid to teachers in many parts of the 
State. In crowded examinations teachers give and receive information in 
spite of all examiners can do to prevent it. It not unfrequently hap- 
pens in an examination where there are fifty or sixty teachers that four 
or five of them answer the question, and the rest do nothing but write. 
The examiners, too, are far too indulgent in their grading. Upon a fair 
examination T do not hesitate a moment to say that in many counties 
where I am acquainted more than half the ones would be reduced to two, 
more than half the twos to three, and more than half the threes would be 
eliminated from the profession. The fact is, in many places the teacher's 
certificate means nothing, and, until it means something, boards of edu- 
cation can not, will not, and ought not to increase salaries. I have thought 
of one or two plans by which our mode of examination might be im- 

g roved, but am not prepared to say tliey are the best. One plan might 
e to abolish the examining board and to have the whole work done 
by a well qualified county superintendent, who might examine the 
teachers in small groups as they were ready to take charge of their schools. 
He might thus be able to isolate them, and by making the examination 
partly oral and partly written, might arrive at a much better knowledge 
than under the present plan of their qualifications. Another plan might 
be to change the law, so as to require the state superintendent to appoint 
an instructor for each senatorial district of the State, and to associate the 
instructor with the county superintendent of each county of his district in 
the examination of teachers. Under this arrangement the instructor 
would hold an institute in each one of his counties every year, and after- 
ward assist the county superintendent with his examination and all sub- 
sequent examinations. 

The time has how arrived in our State when some literary qualification 
should be required of the teachei*s. Where he is found able to instruct pupils 
in the rudiments of the English branches, he is frequently found to have 
no knowledge of English literature. This defect of his education impairs 
his usefulness, and makes it impossible for him to Implant in the minds 
of his pupils that love of reading, which we all know, is so important, and 
without which the children of the State must, after all, go out into the 
world poorly equipped for the struggle with life for which the schools are 
intended to prepare them. 

Very respectfully, 

J. W. Johnson, Instructor. 
September SOth, 1884. 

PROF. A. L. wade's REPORT. 

MoRGANTOWN, W. Va., January 2, 1885. 

Dear Sir : — In accordance with your suggestion I will give a glimpse 
of some prominent points in the educational work of West Virginia, as seen 
from the standpoint of an institute instructor. Within the term of your 
superintendency I have gone, at your direction, into over thirty counties, 
into some of them a second time, and I have carefully studied the school 
work of the State. Indeed, my observations on this subject and my inter- 
est in the work antedate the inauguration of the free school system in 
West Virginia. For nearly twenty years I watched the noble work wrought 
by your worthy predecessors, starting the machinery of the free school 
system, building school houses and molding public opinion in favor of 
popular education. 
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A careful comparison leads me to conclude that the principal feature dis- 
tinguishing your administration from that of your predecessors is the ex- 
tent of its scope. As the Congressional committee appointed to examine 
the foundations of the Washington Monument, concluded to widen its 
base, so the educational work of the State, which seemed broad enough at 
the beginning, had risen to a height when it was wanting in width. But 
these statements may awalien an inquiry as to the specific methods and 
the direct results, if any, which give superiority to the present administra- 
tion As to the methods, I may say that the continuous travel and con- 
tact of the State Superintendent with both teachers and tax payers, friends 
and foes of the free school system, not only in towns and villages but in 
the remoter regions where a State Superintendent had never before been 
seen, have rendered the system strong where it was once weak. 

The presence of our State Superintendent at all the semi-annual meet- 
ings of the National Educational Association held, serving on important 
committees and presiding over that body, has given our school system 
sympathy in the nighest educational circles of the country and has enabled 
him to secure the services of several of the foremost educational lecturers 
and institute instructors of the United States. These instructors have 
given our teachers the benefit of the best educational thought. It may not 
be amiss to say that in my work as institute instructor in this State within 
the last three years I have been associated with such men as State Super- 
intendent Smart, of Indiana ; State Commissioner Burns, of Ohio ; State 
Superintendent Northrop, of Connecticut ; State Superintendent Newell, 
of Maryland ; City Superintendent Peaslee, of Cincinnati ; Col, Parker, of 
Quincy fame; Dr. Harvey, author of our English Grammar; and Prof. 
DeGraff", author of School Koom Guide. 

Quite an additional array of prominent educators who have instructed 
our teachers within the last three years might be named, but, independ- 
ent of all outside help, and perhaps better than all of them, are the man v 
valuable suggestions made by the State Superintendent, many of which 
have been put into practice, while others are yet to be tested. I may name 
among these suggestions, not only the adoption of better methods, but the 
building of better houses, the supply of better furniture, the planting of 
shade trees on school grounds, the establishment of libraries, the orna- 
mentation of school houses and homes, and the establishment of a Reform 
School for the State. 

Within the last year I found among teachers, more than ever before, a 
desire to procure the best literature, a disposition to adopt the best meth- 
ods, and a movement to make the schools as attractive as the best homes. 
I found among school oflQcers, more than ever before, a disposition to build 
better houses and to supply them with better furniture, an inclination to 
employ better teachers at higher wages, and a willingness to purchase dic- 
tionaries and encyclopedias, as reference books for the schools. I found 
among taxpayers, more than ever before, a high value placed upon the 
work of State Supervision, and an appreciation of the benefits arising from 
the cultivation of the masses. In a word, I have found, within the past 
year, the school work of West Virginia in a healthier condition than at 
any previous period since the adoption of the Free School system in the 
State. Very respectfully submitted, 

A. L. Wade. 

Hon, B. L. Butcher^ State Supt. Schools^ Wheeling^ W. Va. 



REFORM SCHOOL. 

OBJECTS, METHODS AND RESULTS OF STATE BEFOBM SCHOOLS AND INDUS- 
TRIAL FARMS. 

I deem it proper to print here the following extracts from the recent re- 



REPORT OP GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT. 213 

ports of the United States Commissioner of Education, the Hon. John 
£aton, as matter of general interest upon the subject treated and especially 
pertinent now. 

[From the Report of Commissioner of Education for 1880.] 

The work carried on by the reform schools of the country in worthy of particular attention. 
When the scope and value of these schools are correctly understood they will be liberally 
supported. Improvements in them will be provided for and appreciated, and similar institu- 
tions will be established in States where none now exist. 

The reformatory schools of the United States, not including those under denominational 
control, may be classed as reform schools proper, industrial schools for girls, and supple- 
mentary institutions. A reform school proper is an institution maintained oy a State or city, 
or ottier civil organization, for the protection, education and discipline of juvenile oflTenders. 
According to the decision of a Pennsylvania court, it " is not a prison, but a school ; its object 
is reformation by training ita inmates to industry, by imbuing their minds with principles of 
morality and religion, by furnishing them with means to earn a living, and above all oy sep- 
arating them from the corrupt influence of improper associates." 

The schools which are to be classed under the first head are about thirty in number. They 
often receive youth of both sexes. The grounds for the commitment of offending youth to 
reform schools differ in various States. In some instances the statute requires that the culprit 
should be convicted in court of some crime punishable by imprisonment. This is the only 
ground of commitment in the case of six institutions, and a sufficient ground in seventeen 
others. 

The examination of the offender before a justice of the peace or other designated officer 
suffices for amission to nine institutions. Offenses for which the law provides no peualt}*. as 
idleness, vagrancy or decidedly mischievous propensities, are ac<;cpted causes for commit- 
ment in fourteen instances, and determined rebellion against parental authority in thirteen. 
Seven reform schools receive children who are neglected or deserted by parents, and there- 
fore peculiarly exposed to temptations, and five, children committed by parents without 
reason specified. In nearly all cases the persons couimlited must be less than sixteen vearg 
old. The lower limit of age is not so uniform, and varies from seven, or even less, to efeven 
years. In New H ampshire the Governor and in New Jersey judges of the Superior Courts can 
transfer from prison to the reform school such miners of suitable age as will be benedtcd by 
the change. In several States alternate sentences are given, so that the guilty party may be 
moved from the reform school to prison if he proves unmanageable. The term of confine- 
ment usually extends to the time when the offender shall have obtained his majority or until 
he has reformed. Shorter sentences have not been found beneficial. When reformutiou is 
eitected, the end for which commitment was made is accomplished Further seclusion would 
decrease the opportunities to meet and prepare for actual life. If reformation is made a con- 
dition of discharge, the best youth only go out; and leave the society of persons inferior to 
themselves in manliness and character. For these and other reasons indennite sentences ter- 
minating at reformation are looked upon with favor. 

When a youth is received into a reform s(;hool he is, to a large extent, deprived of opportu- 
nities to do mischief and removed from injurious infiueuces. It is then the work of the 
school to make this deprivation and removal as complete as possible: to accustom each 
inmate to the restraints, duties and amenities of social life ; to form in nim habits of correct 
deportment ; to instruct him In Htudics adapted to his age and capacity ; and to reouire of him 
•uch labor av shall be advantageous to himself and the institution. The possibility of harm 
being done or received is reduced to a minimum, in a majority of institution, by classifying, 
employing and watching the inmates. A classification is often made so as to bring thuse of 
similar moral development into relations with each other. For instance, in the Aiassachu- 
setts State Reform School, at Westboro', those who are received arc assigned to classes accord- 
ing to their personal characteristics. The comparatively mild tempered aud well disposed 
are placed in trust-houses, where they have home infiuences and surroundings. Those who 
arc older, and more hardened in their evil habits, are assigned to the industrial department. 
In about one-third of the institutions the family plan has been adopted, which permits tho 
division of the inmates into companies, usually of forty or fifty, on the basis of character or 
age, or both. The primary object of such division is to sesure to the idividuual personal at- 
tention, home restraints and associations, and that freedom which cannot be allowed where 
large numbers are congregated. Its succt^ssf ul operation, as was said in a report of the Rhode 
Island tiOATd of State Charities, depends largely upon, "first, the pleasHUtuess of the home 
made for the boys; second, the infiuence aud personal ascendency of the ollicers placed 
over them ; third, tlie use of all legitimate means for quickening their asperations aud stimu- 
lating a desire for honorable distinction; and lastly, what is of very great Importance, and 
with right men for officers and teachers, is entirely po.Hsible, the creaii<m of a public senti- 
ment, under whose infiuence the good boys will assist in restraining and controlling the 
bad." The theory of giving parental attention to the comfort and wants of inmates is being 
ffenerally carried into practice. Appeals are made more frequently to the nobler imjiulses. 
Man liness aud generosity are awakened. In the Mew Jersey Reform School much good has 
been done by paying the boys for over work, and allowing them to spend the mouey for ap- 
proved objects. 

The youth who find their way into reform schools are surprisingly ignorant of the subjects 
upon which instruction is given in the schools. They oftentimes imve more than ordinary 
intellectual powers, and they are of an age when mental acquisition is easy. Consequently 
there are many instances of remarkable educational progress and the general results of 
Instruction are good. Reading, writing and arithmetic are the leading studies. Geography 
has a prominent place. Composition and letter writing are encouraged ; the reading of 
essays was this year made a prominent feature of the closing exercises with the Detroit 
(Mich.) House of Correction. Of the study of history, the Superintendent of the Indiana 
Uouae of Refuge layi : "Recognizing the impossibility of fitting these boyi for citiienihlp 
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without their acquiring a knowledge of the history of their own country and of its Institu- 
tions, I require it to be taught in the families during the evenings, and on Saturday eyeninn 
all the boys assemble after supper in chapel and recite the lesson to myself. This course m 
history promises to be one of the most interesting and profitable features of our educaUonal 
work." Vocal music is auite generally taught, and bands are organized in many institu- 
tions. Much is done in tnis way toward entertaining the boys and softening their natures. 
Much attention is paid to making the libraries of the most possible advantage. 

The industries pursued in the reform schools should, so far as possible, be adapted to the 
capacity of individual scholars, and should be systematically pursued as a means of training. 
When admitted, the boys are wholly untaught, and they are not easily transformed into skilled 
laborers. Sometimes the necessary mental qualities are absent. Oftener moral defectn hin- 
der improvmeent. On account of this lack to skill and disposition, simple forms of labor, 
fardening, the seating of chairs, and like employments are, more frequently provided, 
he profitableness of the work depends much on its being adapted to those who perform it. 
Other factors enter into the account. The location of the school, the industries followed in 
its neigoborhood, and the pursuits that have and will most naturallv be familiar to those who 
are being prepared for usefulness, need to be considered. The healthfulness of pursuits is not 
to be forgotten in choosing them. Some schools are careful to furnish work which fits those 
who do it to earn a living by it in the future. By so doing, they are rendering greatest service 
to the States in which they are located. 

IGNORANCE OF A LEGITIMATE TRADE OR CALLING IS THE OPEN DOOR TO CRIME, 

That ignorance ought to be removed early in life. If not done then it should be done later. 
The prisons of some foreign countries are conducted on this principle. It is said that in Ba- 
varian prisons "it is made a special object to impart a trade, and so to teach the art of self 
help to all prisoners who have the necessary capabilities, and whose terms of sentence are 
long enough to permit it. This practice is commendable in prison administration, and nmch 
more so in reformatory institutions, for their inmates are of the ages at which preparation 
for active life is the natural occupation, and their purposes are more for educational than 
punitive. Only that labor which occupies the mind, increases the intelligence and arouses 
the ambition, is suited to the ends of reformatory education. By this rule should the work 
of the reform schools and houses of industry be selected and designed. The Minnesota State 
Reform School, among others, is conducted with regard to this idea. A recent report speaks 
of its industrial department as follows : 

These shops are part of our educational equipment, as much so as the the school room. The 
education which leaves a youth destitute of the knowledge of any branch of business or labor 
by which he might earn a living, is so far defective. This defect we aim to supply, so far as 
in our power, by supplementing the knowledge of the school room with a knowledge of some 
branch of skilled labor. Our aim has not been simply to make money out of the boys, but to 
teach them to be workmen at trades in which there is sortiething to develop their mechanical 
powers. We deem it our first duty, as guardians of these youth, to seek to promote their future 
welfare, and, in our judgment, tnis is most likely to be secured by the cultivation of their 
minds and hands, making them intelligent and skillful. 

As to the practical results of the reformatory education, a late authority says : 

Of the estimated twelve thousand in reformatories, strictly so termed, 60 per cent, at least 
will be trained into good citizens. Some would claim more than this, say 75 or 80 per cent., 
but there are no statistics that bear out this claim/ Perhaps the percentage of worthy citizens 
trained up among the whole twenty-five thousand in preventative and reformatory schools 
would be as high as 75. 

Of one hundred and seventy-nine released from the Massachusetts State Reform School on 
probation, one hundred and fifty-six have been spoken of as doing well, working steadily and 
earning good pay. Twelve were reported as doing poorly and eleven decidedly bad. In the 
New Jersey report is the following remark, which is suggestive to those who would aid in con- 
tinuing the reformatory work which is necessarily only commenced in school : 

The prospect of permanent reformation on the part of many of our pupils would be greatly 
increased could we secure for them, when prepared to leave the institution, desirable homes, 
where the instructions they have received will be continued and enforced. Selfishness is per- 
haps inseperable from human nature, but from masters who aim only at selfish ends, we en- 
deavor to protect them. We think that many of our boys are deserving of good homes, and 
would, by willing and effective service, well repay considerate Christian usage on the part 
of persons disposed to take them into their families. 

[From the Report of U. S. Commissioner of Education for 1881.] 

THE FAMILY SYSTEM. , 

Testimony favorable to the family system of conducting reform schools Is as abundant as in 
earlier years. This indicates that the plan is founded on correct and practicable ideas. Two 
quotations will suffice to illustrate the high value placed upon the system by those who have 
had oppoitunity to witness its effects side by side with those of the congregate system. The 
trustees of the State Primary and Reform Schools of Massachusetts make the following state- 
ment in their report for the past year: 

The trustees have become convinced that the congregate system so called, under which 
large numbers are brought together in one building, and this building a prison, is a failure. 
We would call attention to the fact that, while all the troubles and disturbances and nearly 
all the escapes have been from the main buildings, the boys living in the family houses, lead- 
ing in many respects family life and under family disipline, have, with but few exceptions, 
been commendable in their behavior, have manifested a good spirit, and have not abused the 
comparative liberty granted them. 

The superintendent of the Connecticut State Reform School says : 

The improvement made that we regard as of the greatest importance, and the one in which 
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we take a personal pride, is the establishment of a family of boys on the open or cottage plan. 
Our long experience in a school entirely upon that plan, with a success perhaps unknown to 
any other reformatory in the land, has caused us to oe deeply wedded to that system, know- 
ing, as we do, that it possesses agencies for success far superior to the congregate or big house 
plan. 

NEW JERSEY STATE REFORM SCHOOL. 

The New Jersey State reform School has been organized for about fourteen years. It is 
located on a lan?e farm, so that its pupils have opportunities for out-door labor and recrea- 
tion. The family system was adopted at the opening of the school and has been a distin- 
guished feature of its history. Each family consists of a father, a mother or teacher, and about 
fifty boys. The father works with his boys throughout the hours of labor, exercises proper 
surveillance over them during hours for play, corrects and disciplines them, as occason re- 

auires, and makes a daily report concerning all. The mother has charge of a few boys doing 
le housework, teaches school three hours a day, is supplied with the common remedies for 
use in temporary sickness, and also makes a daily report. The families occupy buildings 
apart from one another and ha\^e their own play grounds, play rooms, flower gardens, school 
rooms and dormitories. Three families dine in a large hall : the others in dining rooms of 
their own. The members of different families mingle somewhat in the different industrial 
departments, and are gathered in chapel for general entertainment and on Sunday for moral 
and religious instruction. The principal industries of the school are farming, brick making 
and the manufacture of shirts. The income from the farm the past year was 84,629. The 
number of acres devoted to the different crops was : wheat, 65 ; oats, 25 ; rye, 30 ; corn, 75 ; 
potatoes, 25; roots, 3; garden, 6. The ploughing, planting, cultivating of crops, the care of 
the stock, the teaming and the miscellaneous work, are done by the boys, with only slight 
aid from instructors. The profits of brick making have been considerable. Six and three- 
fourths hours of labor are required daily. Where extra work is done the boys are paid for it ; 
they have earned 8847.98 in this way the past year. Amusements have an important place in 
the school. Almost all games whose innocence is unquestioned are allowed. Out-door 
games, like ball and quoits, and in-door games, like dominoes and authors, are alike favored. 
Each boy is given a plat of ground for vegetables, if he wishes it, and is encouraged in flower 

gardening. A brass band furnishes music, and much singing is done. Annual excursions 
ave been taken during several years. Escapes are rare and the home life of the institution 
receives high commendations from many visitors. 

[From the Report of Commissioner of Education for 1882 and 1883.J 

The reform school of the present is a decided improvement on those which were first estab- 
lished, some sixty years ago. The changes effected have been stated as follows in a pamphlet 
issued by the Colorado State Industrial School : 

111 the earlier history of these schools all inmates were classed together. For their safe 
keeping it was thought necessary to fasten them in cells at night; strong iion bars guarded 
the windows; heavy doors, constantly locked and bolted, ciosed passages, and the premises 
were surrounded bvhigh stone walls. Great improvements have marked the progress of 
reform schools. In the modern reformatory neither high walls, cells, bolts nor bars are found. 
Nothing in the surroundings distinguishes them from first class public schools. Neat fences 
inclose the grounds, which are beautified by trees, i^hrubs, lawns and flowers. Well kept roads 
and walks lead to the various places of interest, and thus the very grounds are used to teach 
important lessons. 

A description of some of these institutions shows them to be inviting in appearance aud 
attractive in surroundings. For example, the Ohio Reform School is a village of itself, excel- 
lently laid out and provided with conveniences. 

The buildings consist of the main building, the Ohio. Hocking, Muskingum, Cuyahoga, 
Scioto, Huron, Miami, Erie, Mauraee and Union family buildings; shoe, brush, blacksmith, 
tailor, paint, carpenter and bake shops; carriage, meat, ware, engine, gas. ice, corn and green 
houses; water tower, hospital, mending rootn, knitting room, chamber of reflection, laundry, 
two horse barns, a piggery, cow barn and numerous out-bnildings. 

The family buildings are arranged in a segment of a circle around the main building, with 
the exception of a double building, called the Ohio, for the use of the very youngest boys, 
which is separated from the main and other buildings nearly half a mile, but is connected 
with the rest of the institution by a good board walk These family buildings are named for 
the rivers in the State. The building for the youngest boys has three stories above the base- 
ment. On the first floor are two rooms for the elder brother and his family, two school rooms 
with folding doors between, which, when open, throw both into a sitting room for the boys in 
the evening. There is a wide hall separating the elder brother's rooms from the school rooms. 
On the second floor are rooms for the teachersi and two dormitories. On the third floor are 
rooms for the employes and two smaller dormitories. The basement serves as a play house 
and a place where the boys prepare themselves for school or detail. This building accommo- 
dates about one hundred boys under twelve years of age. There is connected with it a kitchen, 
dining room and work shop, so the boys have no communication with the large boys, only 
on coming over to chapel on the Sabbath. 

Of the other family buildings, four are fifty-seven feet lone: by thirty-six wide, and are three 
stories high above the basement. The remaining five are like the four, with the exception of 
being but two stories high above the basement. Each of these nine buildings makes a good, 
comfortable home for fifty boys 

The institution is not a prison, but a school of retention and reform, where the inmates 
receive such Instruction and training as are best adapted to form and perpetuate a virtuous 
character, to establish habits of industry, and to advance them in those branches of knowledge 
which are taught in the common schools of the State. They are here provided with a home 
In every way pleasant and comfortable ; are furnished with steady employment that will aid 
them in earning an honest living after they leave the school. They have appropriate season^ 
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for recreation aud play, are well fed and clothed, and when sick have the beat of care and 
medical attendance. They attend school regularly six days of the week, are taught by 
experienced and efficient teachers, nnd on Sunday enjoy the privileges of the Sabbath School 
and one regular chapel service, over which some minister of the Gospel from one of the city 
ohurcbet) presides. The Catholic boys of the school receive one hour of instruction each Sab- 
bath from the Sisters of Mercy. 

Mr. J. J. Barclay, President of the Board of Managers of the House of Refuge of Philadel- 
phia, says : 

"Great care is bestowed on the training, health and comfort of the inmates. The discipline 
is parental, and calculated to prepare them for the duties of life. They are employed about 
seven hours a dny in the work shops or household duties, are engaged three nours in the 
•chool rooms under exccUont teachers, and strenuous efforts made to instruct them in the 
elements of a good education." 

The now acknowledged principle that industrial educaiion sliould be a part of every system 
of reformatory training is stated by Mr. Z. R. Brockway, Superintendent of the New York State 
Reformatory, at Elmira, as follow.*:: 

'*So reformatory system is complete that does not train each subject for a specific industry 
for which he has natural adaptation, and actually induct into it. maintaining supervisory 
control long enough to insure a good degree of permanence and success. In spite of all our 
efforts and because of the limits of the industrial organization here, we are obliged to send 
men, naturally qualified for something better, to menial or cheap employment, with which 
they will not and ought not to be content. There is a most intimate connection between 
the conduct of reformed criminals and the readiness with which they can suitably support 
themselves." 

The shop work of the (Connecticut State Reform School is reported by the Superintendent, 
Mr. (leorge K. Howe, as fullowR: 

•*\Ve now liavo three shops where cane seating is done, two being in the main building and 
one at ihe cottage building. The whole number of boys employed in these shops averages 
about one hundred and seventy-five in the winter season. In the summer time there is a leas 
number, as the boys are taken from these shops for the farm, garden and other out-of-door 
work 

'In the manufacturing room, where overalls are made, we employ about ninety boys. 
8ev3nty-flvo b)y.H. siat'd at as m\ny S3wing raiciinj^, at ncivj w;)rk, with a lar;e clasi of 
lit le fellows sawing on buttons, foiling the goods, keeping the records of work, elc, makes a 
pi >asant and interesting sight to behold. The boys in this department soon become experts 
at the machines, and a knowledge of this manufacturing prepares them to obtain ready 
employment after leaving the school. We have a tailor shop^in which twelve boys are 
employed in the manufacture of the clothing worn by the boys. The mending is also done 
in this* shop. Only two boys work in the shoe t-hctp. We nienufacture but few of the shoes 
worn, but all of the repairing is properlv attended to in this shop." 

The usefulness of reform schools is enhanced by facilitating the employment when they are 
discharged of those who have been inmates. There is great danger that the correct habits 
which have been slowly forming will not have taken a sufficient hold upon them to keep 
them from falling into temptation. It is not easy either to prepare such youth for an occu- 
pation or to find a place in which they may exercise such skill as they possess. These diflB- 
culties have not been so great as to prevent the majority of those that have gone out from 
becoming useful men and women. Ninety-two per cent, of the boys paroled from the Newark 
(N.J.) Citf Home are "on the law and order side of life and are thrifty and industrious.** 
More than seventy three per cent, of the 20,000 children who have been under the care of the 
refuge at Randall's Island, near New York City "have owed to it their permanent chanRe 
from the condition of outcasts to that of useful citizens." Similar reports are made by other 
institutions, and there is abundance of proof that the usual result of reformatory education 
is to prepare inmates to meet successfully the duties of life in some honorable pursuit. 



BEPOBT OF aBNfJBAL SUPBHINTENDEMT. 

STATE NORMAL SCHOOLS. 
Becapifulation <if Finanoet. 

EECEIPTS. 





™. 


,««. 


aCHOOU. 


1 

i 


11 


i 


2 


11 

11 
5? 


B 


Wanlisll College, 

S!SSaS5M=ii:::::::::::: 


2,000 00 

i.4«sb 


1 52030 

1^00 
30T(K 


.207 BU 
2,0,10 6 
,731 M 

,[iS7 60 


1.2fi7 It 

97H 30 
1.5OS0« 


t S17 04 

690 Wi 
18.1 SO 
24132 
170 OU 


t 1.497 2« 
1.3S2 7B 
2,0FI9 8£ 
l.aU7B 
1,222 6* 








1 I,(t.i2 OT 


1 B.7(H> 4n 













DUburtcmenti. 





■„. 


- 


8CHOOL3. 


j 


1.* 

11 


1 


1 
s 


II 


1 




1 1,2-w en 

li,34.'ID0 

i;jB7 so 


1 2o4 91 

231140 
84 M 
141 93 
100 00 

( "xTrk 


* l-BW M 
2;S7U 40 

i;578 as 


Mil 

1.5.W O.'i 
LOSS 70 
1,&7S 9» 

i 8.(103 30 


2^0 41 


5 1,497 » 


Fftitm'int Normal Bijiiodi 


J-c^w 


West Libercy Nnrnial SnhoQl 

CoacordNo>m»l SehMl 


i!e7s sa 


Total.' 


t 8 017 7.=, 


1 9.&nl 34 



t, u tba data (Manb all CoIU(b 



218 



FRSB aCHOOLft. 



LIST OF COUNTY S^UPEBINTENDENTS. 



Names and Postofflce Addresses of County Superintendents of Free Schools 
in West Virginia for thie Official Term beginning July 1st, 1883, and end- 
ing June 30, 1885. 
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County. 



Barbour 

Berkeley 

Boone ~ 
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Brooke 

Cabell 

Calhoun 

Clay , 
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Fayette 
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Grant 
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Rampsbire 

Hancock , 
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Harrison 

Jackson 
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Kanawha 

Lewis 

Lincoln 
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Mason 
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Monongalia 
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McDowell 

Nicholas 

Ohio 
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Preston 
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Raleigh 

Randolph , 

Ritchie 

Roane 

Summers , 

Taylor , 

Tucker 

Tyler../ , 

llpshur 

Wayne 

Webster 
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Wirt 

Wyoming 
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Martinsburg City. 
Parkersburg City... 
Wheeling cSty 



Names of Superintendents. 



E. D.Gail 

8. L. Dodd 

A. W. Croft 

Amos Bright 

George WT Russell.... 
Thomas B. Summers. 

L. H. Trlppelt 

C. P. Wilson 

F. J. Ashburn 



Benjamin Bibb 

M. Columbus Hall.... 

W. M. Davis 

J. W. Hinkle 

C. N. Hiett 
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J.N.David 

Isaiah P Parsons 
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M. B. Henderson 

J. M. West 

W. E. Tabor. 

L. D. Chambers.. 

J. V. Carpenter 

J. W. P. Keid.. 
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J. vv. Bennett 

George 8. Arnold 

Benjamin 8. Morgan. 

J. D. Becket 
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James H. Shannon.... 
Joseph A. Alderson... 

W. C. Wiedman 

John A. Harmon 

E. T. Fleming 

H. M. Lockridgc 

A. W. Fredrick 

Lewis Baruhard 

John Lilly 

Blain W. Taylor 

M. K. Duty 

Edward Corder 

Henry F. Kesler 

Lewis Kitzmiller 

John M. Shafer 

P. B. Lowery 

Luke P. Brooks 

William A. Dean 

Peters. McGuire 

Thomas M. Haskins . 

M. B. Edmondson 

S. T. Stapleton 

D. C. Bailey 

William Gerhardt..., 

A. L. PurlDton 

John M. Birch 



PosTOFFiCE Address. 



Philippi. 

Martinsburg. 

Madison. 

Braxton Court House. 

Wellsburg. 

Milton. 

Big Bend. 

New Flat Fork. 

West Union. 

Oak Hill. 

Auburn, Ritchie County. 

Petersburg. 

Asbury. 

Pleasant Dale. 

Fairview. 

Lost River. 

Quiet Dell. 

Ravenswood. 

Kearneysville. 

St. Albans. 

Big Skin Creek. 

Hamlin. 

Logan Court House. . 

Farmiugton. 

Moundsville. 

Point Pleasant. 

Concord Church. 

Burlington. 

Morgantown. 

Pickaway. 

Berkeley Springs. 

Tug River. 

Nicholas Court House. 

West Liberty. 

Macksville. 

Ellenboro, Ritchie County. 

Huntersville. 

Kingwood. 

Buffalo. 

Flat Top. 

Leedsville. 

Pennsboro. 

Spencer. 

Lowell. 

Grafton. 

St. George. 

Sistersville. - 

Selbyville. . 

Wayne Court House. 

Webster Court House. 

Burton. 

Reedy Ripple. 

Parkersbuig. 

Bear Branch. 

Martinsburg. 

Parkersburg. 

Wheeling. 
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